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Louisiana, to the Gulf of Mexico. 

UNDERTAKEN 



By Order of the prefent King of FRANCE, 
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bouring Countries than has been 
before publilhed ^ the Charafter of 
every Nation or Tribe in that yaft 
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Water-Falls, and Rivers, with the 
Manner of navigating them ; the 



Mines, Filherics, Plants, and Ani- 
mals of thefe Countries. 
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thor’s Shipwreck in the Channel of 
Bahama, and Return in a Boat to 
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the Gulf o\ Mexico, with his Voy- 
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the Mines of their Country, 225. 
Mines of the River Marameg, 291. 
Mines of Iron, 303. 
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Manner of navigating the MtJJiJJippiy 
301. Changes that have happened 
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vigating the River, 338, 345. Re- 
mark on the Waters of the MiJUffip- 
piy 348. 
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on this River and its Environs, 
294. 

Mourningy of the Savages of Canada, 
276. That of the Natcbex, 321. 

Myrtle: Of the Myrtle Wax, 342. 
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Name, Obfcrvations on the Names of 
the Savage Chiefs, 18 1. Of naming 
their Children, 200. Remarks on 
their Names, 201. 

Necklaces, of the Strings. Necklaces, 
or Belts of Porcelain, 132. 

Nenjofoundland, of the Inhabitants of 
this Ifland, 105. 

Niagara, River. Its Defcription, 145. 
Projeft of a Settlement on this Ri- 
ver, Fruitlefs Oppofition of the 
Engiijh, 147. Defcription of the 
Country of Niagara, 147. ^ De- 
fcription of the Fall of Niagara, 
Remarks on this Cafcade, 152, 153. 

Noquets, Savages. Bay of the No- 
qufts, 202. 

Natcbex, a Savage Nation ; Defcripti- 
on of their Country, 310, &c. De- 
fcription of the great Village, and 
the Temple, 312, &'C. Of the Na- 
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tion in general, 314. Of the Gre^t 
Chief, and the Woman Chief, 315*' 
What happens at their Death, 316, 
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toms, 317, 318. Defcription of on©- 
of their Feftivals, 318. They oflfcr 
the firfl Fruits in the Temple: Of 
their Marriages : Of levying Sol- 
diers, 319. Of the Provifiohs for 
War : Of their Marches and 

Encampings : Of the Prifoners : 
Names of the Warriors, 320. Of 
their Jugglers : Of Mourning, 

321. Their Treaties : Audience 

given to Ambaflfadors, 322. Mif- 
fionaries at the Natcbex without 
Succefs, 325, 
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Oaks, of two Species in Canada, 93, 

Ontario, Defcription of the South 
Coaft of Lake Ontario, 136, 

Onneyouth, Courage of an Onneyouth 
Captain, burnt by the Hurons, 166. 

Orignal, or Elk. Defcription of this 
Animal, 64. The proper Time to 
hunt the Orignal, 65. Various 
Ways of chacing him, 65, 66* 
How the Carcajou, or wild Cat, 
hunts him, 66. 

Otttagamies, Savages, 1 14. 

Outaouais, Savages, 113. 

Orleans, fNcwJ its Defcription, 324, 
Remarks on its Situation ; Little 
Depth of the Country below this 
333 * State of it at 
the Departure of the Author, 334. 

Ouahache, River. Its Situation, 303. 

Oumas, a Savage Nation, 330. 

Oyjlcrs, of two Sorts on the Coaft of 
Florida,' 
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Partrid^s, three Sorts in Canada, 88. 

Peltry, \W Condu( 5 t in Refpeft to thii 
Trade, 33, &c. Of what they 
call the jmal! Peltry, 70. 

Pines, of two Species in Canada, 92. 

Porcelain, of Canada, 132. Of the 
Strings, Necklaces, or Belts of 
Porcelain. Their Ufe, 132, 133. 

Pojl', how they go Poll in a Sledge, 
49, 8 j. 
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Porpolfii, of two Colours, 8i. Ufe 
of their Skins, 82. The Way of 
fifliing for them, 82, 83. 

Pouteouatamiesy Savages, 114. The 
Author’s Reception of them, 175. 
IHes of the Pouteouatamies, 202. 

Prieftsy who are Priefts among the 
Savages, 253, 266. 

Prtjonersy of War among the Savages. 
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Boaftings, 16 1. What they make 
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Condemnation, 164. The Prin- 
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feription of the Bay 'of Penfacole, 
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Pimiteouy, Village of the Illinois, 284. 
Remarkable Story of the Chief of 
this Village, 286. His Care for the 
Safety of Father Charlevoix, 287. 
His Daughter is baptized, 288. 

Pines, red and white, 223, 

Pirates, Ingenuity of the Englifi to 
catch them, 384. 

Plymouth, Arrival at Plymouth: De- 
feription of this Port, 383, 

Point, cut off, 308. Second Point cut 
ff, 3 ^ 8 * . 

Pouteouatamies, a Savage Nation Of 
their Chief, and their Orator, 228:. 
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Race, (Cape) its Situation, 10. 
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Rat, (Mufk} its Defeription, 48. 

Rattle-Snake, its Defeription. Re- 
medy for its Bite, 91. 
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Rieblieu, Iflands of Ricblieu, 59, 72, 
Of Fort Ricblieu, 62. 
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Saguenay f River, 14. 

Saint Laurence, of the Gulf of this 
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Laurence, 85, 86. Defcription of 
the Falls of this River, 116, 117, 
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St, Paul, (Bay of) 16. 

St, Peters Fijh, Defcription of it, 85. 

St, Peter s JJlands, 10, Lake of St, 
Peter, 52* 

Sakis, a Savage Nation, 204. A 
Council of the Sakis, and on what 
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173. The Refult of it, 174. 
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about Apparitions : Various Prac- 
;;ces about the Dead, 275, Arc. 
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Their Notion about thofc who die 
violent Deaths, 277. Their Inge- 
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352. Trouble from the Savages, 
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Sacrifices, of the Savages, 252. 

Sagamitty, the common food of the 

Savages, 238. 

Salt Springs, in the Ifland of Tboloufc, 
OT Ba/iae, 335. 

SaJJafras, a Tree of Canada, 225. 

Sea-C(rzos, their Defcription, and how 
they fUh for them, 81. 

Seal, of the Seal Fifhery, 78. Dc- 
feription of the Seal, and the feve- 
ral Species of them, 79. Ufe of 
the Flefh and Skin of the Seal, 80. 
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Sein, the Savages marry the Sein be- 
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Simples, Secrecy of the Savages con- 
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make of them, 267. 
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Living, no. 

Sledges, Defcription of the Sledges 
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Sturgeon, how they fifli for it, 86. 
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St. Domingo, Route from the Channel 
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feparated from the Body, 255. Of 
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Notion of the Souls of Beafts, 256. 
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of May, 130. 

Trite, of the Rock : What it is, and 
the Ufe the Savages make of it, 
238. 

Turtles, plenty in Acadia, 8 5. 
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Bravery of thefe two Canadian La- 
dies, 63. 

Vejia/s, whether or not among the 
Savages, 254. 

Villages, Form of thofe of the Sa- 
vages, and how they fortify them, 
240, 241. 
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Wolves, or wild Cats, of Canada, 70, 

Woman, Tradition, of the Sin of the 
firft Woman, among the Savages, 
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Nations, 183. Advantages of the 
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Tafous, a Savage Nation : River of 
the Tafous, 308, Fort of the Ta-- 
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By the Tranflator’s being at a Diflance from the Prefs, the 
following Errata have happened. 

$ 

Page lo line 19 read Ray inftead of Race, Page iS line 9 Breton inAead of 
Britain, Page 20 line 4 des inftead of de. Page 24 line 41 Chaplain inftead of 
jdlmoner. Page 36 (the Note) Ati-vre is lod, Hal^enny iniicud of A Livre it 
IS, Sd, Page 40 line 33 broad inftead of round. Page 60 line 19 Cbaudiere in- 
ftead of Cbandiere, Page 61 thelaft line Plane inftead of Plain, Page 64 laft 
line Sbamois inftead of Sbamios, Page 68 line 44 againji the Wind inftead of 
•with the Wind, Page 70 line 31 after the Word Kind read of. Page 74 laft line 
\ read la before Flecbe, Page 8x line 38 Bete for Beet, Page 85 line 28 turning 

for burning. Page 95 line ii Soleil for Soltel, Page 97 line 40 read no after the 
Word Tiwtf. Page 99 line 4 read it befoje is. Page 103 line fruitful inftead 
of faithful. Page inline 32 Scandina'via inftead of Scandinaria, Page 115 
line 9 not inftead of no. Page 136 line i6 read 100 Poles for 70 Yards. Page 
175 line 16 read Grandmother inftead of Great Grandmother, Page 183 line 
21 Grandmother inftead of Great Grandmother, Page 190 line 27, 100 Poles in- 
ftead of 70 Yards, Page 204 line 44 Chaplains inftead of Almoners. Page 205 
line 12 Chaplain inftead of Almoner, Page 232 read Letter XXII. inftead of 
XXVI. Page 238 line 45 Maios inftead of VKheat, Page 239 line 14 read 
Mafs inftead of Mejs, Page 269 line 36 Wood of White Fir inftead of Wood 
of Epinette, Page 283 line 8 « inftead of 6/r. Page 284 line 8 Stragglers in- 
fteadof Stagglers. Page 325 line 5 read for Page 338 read Great 

Gainers by inftead of Great by Gainers, In feveral Places from Page 345 read 
Biloxi inftead of the Biloxi, Page 373 line 18 read inftead of the. Page 376 
line 25 reckoned inftead of reckoned. Page 379 line 3 by Eajl inftead of by 
North Eaft^ 










V 

Advertisement of theXRANSLATOR. 

A Lthough thefe Letters were begun to be written in the 
Vear 1720* yet the Writer has, by Notes, taken Notice 
of what material Alterations have' been made lince.— It is, be- 
yond Doubt, the moft perfeft Account of Canada that is extant. 
And it is faid that it was from this Work in particular that our 
'Minifters formed their Notions of the Importance of Canada, 
and the vail Advantages which might be derived therefrom. 
And at the fame Time it gives the moft accurate Defcription of 
the Country, it affords much Entertainment, by the particular 
Account it gives of the Manners, Cuftoms, fife, of the various 
Inhabitants of thefe vaft Countries. 



A 




! 




~Wht £r LofiAorv 



J£RJ S called aba 

mLLis'rnsrs 



CharU4f 

fUrblL 



LS^Barrudm 



VhnkP^ 



JlamUtpn 



%anaZ . 

1. ftwfvV 






J)caJmana 



CeBonoA^’idlo/ 



An.tioo5i 






TkrecL/i 



"^ 'Gi VL JF I O t 
Kj.TriL-EW V Tif 

aI igy^a1«tig^B3lU.< 

S\Tcud^J pcif.^' 



SeBettnf 



'Ijoh/y 

vlU3, 



L.S^Jehn^ 



"^ilaSoiuittc 

ta>IM<0tA 

Lawn CoudrCi^^ 



uinuahM I 
S'ar0iJ^ a 



Shpdiok ^ 

T ll^ 



Great 



\S^Vetcrj Banh / 



^'^SoreM 



Wipbir^lian^ 



snviAt, 



^CJuoni;^*L 

iaike ,1 



Ctowii 
IPoint i 
i'redsnBiA 

sike ^ 

#1 



^ehchiaoE^ 



P^'Dnveri 

t^h-I c 



\ ^^..••’* 

3rvri/nd ^ 

D Fishing 



lan.d- 



MASvs/vnn .sirr.s 
nkr C T llf *7’C Ip 



Iwi 48 cMv>^ r 
and 

gShona 



. ^ ^nojiffA 
3u0Cn^ T. 
Xo^jT)eri n \ f\ 



^SMiamu, 



Fim^ suL 



~S^m JEh^lan^^ 



•iiWiJiftj' 






T Charlfa 
liefiaj>eakJ^^ 
‘ Bem;r 



CarratUfk JnkF 
Ml>^cznitrlc 



NEW Map 



SA.WS 



JbmUui' 



Bermudas 
Id es 



FBOTSC THE 



Tfatchi 



TStnunv 

-^-WtOiani 

P^acot^e 



f CtjruU^^ 
Jddbdty^ 
its. , 




A N 

HISTORICAL JOURNAL 

O F 

Travels in North America: 

Undertaken 

By Order of the King of France. 



LETTER I. 

A Vcyage from Rochelle to Quebec. Some Remarks upon the 
Voyage^ the (prcat Bank of Newfoundland, and the River St. 
Laurence. 

Madam, Quebec, Sept , 24. 

Arrived in this City after a tedious and trouble- 
fome PafTage of 83 Days : We had however but 
1000 Leagues to make, fo that you fee we don't 
always go Poll at Sea, as M. the Abbot de Choijy 
ufed to fay. I made no Journal of this Voyage, 
becaufe I fuffered greatly by the Sea Sicknefs a- 
I flattered myfelf that I Ihould have been free 
from it, becaufe I had fuffered it twice before; but there are fome 
ConlHtutions which cannot fympathize with this Element, and 
fuch is mine. And in the Condition we find ourfelves under this 
Sicknefs, it is not poflible to attend to what palTes in the Ship : 
On the other Hand, nothing is more barren than a Voyage like 
this ; for the chief Obfervation to be made, is,* whence the Wind 
blows, how much the Ship gets forward, and if it keeps in the 
right Courfe ; for during two thirds of the Way there is nothing 
to be feen but Sky and Water. However, I fliall proceed to in- 
form you of what I can remember, that is molt likely to give you 
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ibme Minutes Amufement ; to keep, as well as I can, the Promife 
I made you. 

We (laid in the Road of Aix the ift of July, and the 2d we got 
under Sail by Favour of a fmall Breeze from the North-Eaft. Tl he 
three firft Days we had fcarce any Wind, but yet it was in our Fa- 
vour, and we comforted ourfelves, becaufe this made the Sea very 
pleafant. It looked as if it wanted to flatter us, before it (hewed 
itfelf in it’s worft Humour. The 4th or the 5 th the Wind changed, 
and came diredly againft us, the Sea ran high, and for near fix 
Weeks we were tolTed in a very extraordinary Manner ; the 
Winds changed continually, but tliey were oftner againft than 
for us, and we were almoft always obliged to fail as near the 
Wind as pollible. 

The 9th of Auguft our Pilots thought themfelves upon the 
- ^ ^ j Great Bank of Ne^jfoundland^ and they 

A De/crzptton of the much miftaken. But from the 

Great Bank. fcarce any Way. 

What they call the Great Bank of Nenzfoundlandy is properly a 
Mountain hid under Water, about 600 Leagues from France to 
the Weft. The Sieur Denys ^ who has given us a very good 
Work of North America^ and a ve^ inftrudlive Treatife on the 
Cod Fifliery, makes this Mountain extend /i Jo Leagues from 
North to South ; but according to the moft exact Sea Charts, it 
begins on the South Side, in 41 Degrees 'HoxtA.ijititude, and it’s 
Northern End is in 49 Degrees 25 Minutes. The Truth is, it’a 
two extremities grow fo narrow, that it is dif^'ult to mark it’s 
Bounds. It’s greateft Width from Eaft to Weft, is about 90 
French and Englijh Sea Leagues ; between 40 and 49 Degrees of 
Longitude. I have heard fome Seamen fay, that they have'caft 
Anchor in five Fathom Water, which is againft the Sieur De^ys^ 
who fays, that he never found lefs than 25 on the Bank ; it is 
certain that in many Places there are above 60. About the Mid- 
dle of it’s Length on the Side of Europe y it forms a kind of Bay, 
which they call the Pit ; and this is the Reafon, that of two Ships 
which are upon the fame Line, and in Sight of each other, pne 
ihall find Ground, and the other noner • 

Before we arrive at the Great Bank we meet with a fmaller one, 
which is called the Jacquet Bank : Some fay th&re is another be- 
fore this, which is of a conical. Figure ; but I have feen fome 
Pilots who of the three make but one, and they anfwer the 
ObjeiSUons which are made to this, by faying that there are Hol- 
lows in the Great Banhy the Depth of which has deceived thofe who 
make three of it, bccaufe they did not let out Line fufticient. 
Whatever may be the Figure and Extent of this Mountain, 
which it is impoflible to know exadlv, they find here a prodi- 
gious Quantity of Shells, and many kinds of Fifh of all Sizes ; 
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the greatefl Part of which ferve the Cod for Food; the Number of 
which feem to equal the Grains of Sand that coverthe Bank. For 
above two Centuries they have loaded two or three hundred Ships 
every Year, and the Number Tcarce appears to be lefTened. But 
they would do well to difcontinue this Fifhery now and then^ 
efpecially as the Gulf of 5/. Laurence^ the River itfelf for above* 
6o Leagues, theCoafts of Acadia^ of Ro^al f , and of 
foundlandy are almeft as well ftock’d with this Filh as the Great 
Bank. Thefe are, Madam, real Mines, which are more valuable, 
and require much lefs Expence, than thofe of Mexico and 

We fulFered greatlv all the Time that the contrary Winds 

cTL n r r .1 Kept us upon the Frontiers of this Kine- 

The Cau/e of the the moll dif- 

A /a k agreeable and inconvenient Part of the 

^ • whole Ocean. The Sun fcarge ever Ihews 

himfelf, and the greatell Part of the Time we have thick and 
Cold Fogs ; which is fuch a Sign of approaching the Bank, that 
they cannot be miftaken. What can be the Caufe of a Ph<eno- 
menon fo remarkable and conftant ? Can it be the Neighbour- 
hood of the Land and the Woods that cover it ? But, befides that 
Cape Raccy which is the neareft Land to the Great Bankj is Thirty- 
live Leagues dlftant, the fame Thing does not happen upon all 
the other Sides of the Ifland ; for the Ifland of Newfoundland is 
not fubjedt tp‘"oogs but on the Side of the Great Ba?ik, .every 
where elfe its Coafts enjoy a pure Air, and a ferenc Sky. It is 
therefore probable, that it is the Neamefs of the Great Bank that 
caufes Fogs that cover Cape Race, and we mull feek for the Caufe 
upon the Bank itfelf. The following are my Conjefturcs upon 
'it, which I fubmit to the Judgment of the Learned. 

I begin by obferving that we have another Sign of approach- 
ing the Great Bank, which is that upon all its Extremities, which 
they commonly call its deep Shores or Precipices ; the Sea is al- 
ways rough, and the Winds high. May w^e notlook upon this as the 
Caufe of the Fogs which reign here, and fay that the Agitation 
of ^he Water, the Bottom of w'hich is mingled with Sand and 
Mud, thickens the Air, and makes it greafy and that the Sun 
draws only the thick Vapours from it, which it can never 
difperfe : It may be afk’d me. Whence comes this Agitation of 
the Sea upon the Borders of the Great Bank, whilft every where 
elfe, and upon the Bank itfelf, there reigns a profound Calm ? 
This is the Caufe if I miftake nqt : We hnd every Day in thefe 
Seas, Currents which run fometimes one Way, and fometimes 
another. The Sea, irregularly driven by thefe Currents, and 
ilriking impetuoufly againft the Sides of the Bank, which arc 
almoll every where perpendicular, is repulfed with the fame 
Violence ; which caufes 



fes the Agitation we find here, 
f This is what we call Cape Breton. 
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If the fame Thing does not happen upon the Approach of all 
deep Coafts, it is becaufe all have not fuch a great Extent as 
this ; that they have no Currents about them, or that they are 
not fo ftrong ; or that they do not crofs one another ; that they do 
not meet fuch fteep Coafts, and are not repulfed with fo much 
Force. Skilful Mariners agree, that the Agitation of the Sea, 
and the Mud which it ftirs, contribute greatly to thicken the 
Air ; but that the Winds occafioned hereby do not reach far ; 
and upon the Great Bank, at fome Diftance from its Sides, 
the Sea is as calm as in a Road, unlefs there is a ftrong Wind 
coming from fome other Part. 

It was on Friday the 17th of Angvft^ at feven o’Clock in the 

A Storm Evening, we found ourfelves upon the Bank, in 
75 Fathom Water. Our Ship’s Crew longed for 
frelh Cod ; but as the Sun was let, and the Wind was fair, it was 
thought beft to take Advantage of it. About eleven o’Clock at 
Night we had a ftrong Wind at South Eaft, which with a Mizen 
Sail alone would have driven us 3 Leagues in an Hour. If this 
had been all, by furling all our other Sails, which was inftantly 
done, we ftiould have had no Caufe of Complaint ; but there 
followed fuch a heavy Rain, as if all the Cataradls of Heaven 
were opened, attended with Thunder and Lightening, which fell 
fo near us that the Rudder remained unmoveable, and all the 
Seamen who worked the Ship felt the Blow. It redoubled after- 
wards, and a Hundred Pieces of Cannon fired together would 
not have been louder : We could not hear one another ; one Clap 
fucceeding another, before the firft was over. We could not fee 
each other in themidftof the Lightening, becaufe it dazzled our 
Eyes ; in lliort, during an Hour and a half we feemed to be in the 
ho’ teft Fire of a Trench ; the Hearts of the Boldeft trembled, for 
the Thunder always remained over our Heads ; and if it had 
fellen a fecond^T ime upon us, w'e might have gone to feed the 
Cods, at whofe Expence we reckoned foon to have feafted. 
Had not what is called St, EImo^s * Fire given us Notice of 
t^his Hurricane, \ye might have been furprized and overfet under 
Sail. 

After an Hour and a Half the Rain ceafed, the Thunder 
grumbled only at a Diftance, and the Lightenings were only 
>veak Flafhes in the Horizon. The Wind was ftill fair, but not 
fo ftrong, and the Sea appeared as fmooth as Glafs ; then every 
9ne wanted to lay down, but all their Beds were wetted; the Rain 
had penetrated thro’ the imperceivable Cracks, which is inevi- 
table jyhen theVeffel is greatly loaded : We fliifted as we could, 
and thought ourfelves happy to come off fo well. Whatever 

0f»sTorm commonly appear upon the Yards.at the Approach 
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IS violent never lafts long, efpecially the South Fall Wind ; at 
lead in thefe Seas. The Calm returned with the Day, we made 
no Way ; but we made ourfelves Amends by Fifhing. 

Every Thing is good in the Cod while it is frefli; it loofes 
r J V i^f^thing of its Goodnefs, and becomes fome- 
, {y.A ^ thing firmer when it has been two Days in 

e ij ery. Fifhers only who eat the 

bed Parts of it ; that is to fay y the Head, the Tongue, and the 
Liver: To preferve all thefe Parts would take up too much Salt; 
fo they throw all into the Sea which they cannot confume at 
the Time of Filhing. The larged Cod that I faw was not 3 
Feet long ; yet thofe on the Great Bank are the larged ; but there 
is perhaps no other Creature in Proportion to its Bignefs, that 
has fo wide a Mouth, or that is more voracious. We find in the 
Stomach of this Fifh, Pieces of broken Pots, and Bits of Iron 
and Glafs. Some People fancy they diged all this, but this is 
difeovered to be a Midake, which was founded upon finding in 
them fome Pieces of Iron half worn away. Now we are convinced, 
that the Cod can turn itfelf Infide-out like a Pocket, and that 
the Fifh frees itfelf from any Thing that troubles it by this 
Means. The Fifli of the Great Bank is what is faked ; and this 
is what they call White Cody or more commonly Green Cod, M. 
Denys fays, he has fecn as fine Salt made in Canaduy as they bring 
from Brouage\ but after they had made the Expriment inMarfhes, 
which they had dug for that Purpofe, they dopped them up 
again. Thofe who mod exclaimed that this Country was good 
for nothing, have been more than once the very People that have 
hindered us from making any Advantage of it. The Dry Cod 
cannot be made but upon the Coad ; and this requires great Care 
and Experience. M. Denys y who allows that all thofe that he has 
leen carry on this Trade in Acadiay had ruined themfelves by it, 

' proves perfeftly, and makes it appear very plain, that it was 
wrong to conclude from hence, that there was not a Plenty of 
Cod. But he alledges, that to carry on the Fifliery with Succefs, 
the Fifhermen mud be fettled in the Country ; and thefe are 
his Reafons. Every Seafon is not fit for this Fifliery, it can only 
be carried on from the Beginning of May to the End Ju?ujf, 
Now if you have Seamen from Francey either you mud pay them 
for the whole Year, and the Charges will eat up the Profit ; or 
you will only pay them during the Time of the Fifhing,^and 
that will not do for them. To think of employing them the 
red of the Time in fawing Planks, and cutting Wood, is quite a 
wrong Notion, for it would notanfwerthe Expence,* But if they 

» This Remark, if a juft one, miy put us out of Fear cf the Fnnch 
rivalling us at prefent in the Filhcry by what is allowed to them by tli« 
Utc Treaty, 
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»re Inliabitants, you will be better ferved; and it will be their 
own Faults if they don^t thrive : They will take their Time 
for the Fifhcry ; they vviil chufe the bell Places ; they will gain 
much during four Months, and the rell of the Year they will 
work for themfelves, in their Habitations. If this Method had 
been taken a hundred and fifty Years ago, Acadia had now been 
one of the moH powerful Colonies in America, For whilfl they 
affedled to publifli in France, it was impoffible to make any Thing 
. of this Country, it enriched Ne^ England, by the Fifhery alone ; 
altho’ the Englijh had not all the Advantages there, which we 
oould have had. 

When we are paffed the Great Bank, we meet with feveral 
fmaller ones, almoll equally abounding with Fifii as the Great 
Bank, There are indeed few or none of thofe Fifh which require 
warmer Seas; but there are a great Number of Whales, Spouting 
Pifh, Porpoifes, and many others of lefs Value. We have 
more than once had the Diverfion of the Fight between the 
Whale and the Sword Fifh, and nothing is more entertaining : 
The Sword Fifli is as thick .as a Cow, feven or eight Feet long^ 
gradually leflening tow'ards' the I'ail. It takes its Name from 
its Weapon, a Kind of Sword three Feet long, and four Inches 
wide ; it is fixed above its Nofe, and has a Row of Teeth on each 
Side an Inch long, at an equal Diflance from each other : This 
Fifh is good with any Sauce, and is excellent eating ; its Head 
5s better eating than a Calf’s, and is bigger and fquarer; and 
tlie Eyes are very large. 

The Whale and the Sw'ord Fifii never meet without fighting, 

Fiirht of the fatter, they fay, is always the Aggref- 

mJ and the Sometimes two Sword Fifh join againft 

Srvjcrd FWn ^ Whale, and then it is not an equal Match.: 

The Whale has neither Weapon ofFenfivenor 
.^efenfive but its Tail ; to make Ufe of it againfl her Enemy, 
Hie plunges her Head under Water, and if fhe can flrike her 
Enemy fhe kills him with a Blow of her Tail ; but he is very 
-dexterous to fhun it, and inflantly falls upon the Whale, and 
runs his Weapon in its Back ; mofl commonly it pierces not to 
the Bottom of the Fat, and fo does it no great Injury. When 
the Whale can fee the Sword Fifh dart to (Irike him, he plunges.; 
but the Sword Fifh purfues him in the Water, and obliges him 
to appear again : Then the Fight begins again, and falls till 
the Sword Fifh loofes Sight of the Whale, which fights al- 
ways retreating, and fwims bell on the Surface of die Wa- 
ter. 

Flat an or Hallihut is like a large Plaice; what they 
call the Flet, is a fmaller Kind ; it is dark coloured on the 
Back, and white unde^ the Belly; it is generally four or five 
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Feet long, and at leaft two Feet broad, and a Foot thick ; It ha* 
a large Head : Every Part of it is extremely good and tender ; 
they get a Juice out of the Bones, which is better than the hneft 
Marrow. The Eyes and the Edges of the two Sides, which they 
call Relingutsy are very delicate Bits. They throw the whole 
Body into the Sea to fatten the Cod, whofe moft dangerous E- 
nemy is the FUitan^ who will eat three of them at a Meal. — I 
ihall fay nothing of the various Kinds of Birds which live upon 
thefe Seas, and fubfift only by Fifhing ; for here all are Fiftiers* 
Many Travellers have deferibed them, and have faid nothing on 
this Head that deferves to be repeated. 

The 18th, the Wind fair, we think the Winds have earned 
us a little too much to the South, and we fteer Weft North Weft, 
to get into our Latitude. The Reafon is, we have not feen the 
Sun thefe ten or twelve Days, and therefore could not obferve 
our Latitude. This fremiently happens, and is what caufes the 
greateft Danger of this Voyage. About eight in the Morning 
we faw a fmall Veftel, which feemed to make towards us ; we 
met it, and when we were near we enquired in what Latitude \ye 
were : It was an Englijh Ship, and the Captain anfwered in his 
own Language : We thought we underftood him that we were 
in AC Degrees ; we could not greatly truft to this Account, for 
he might be under the fame Miftake as ourfelves : However, we 
took Courage, and as the Wind continued fair, we flattered our- 
felves, if it did not change, we fhould have pafTed the Gulph in 



Frrffr of the Pi- 
lot Sj and the dan- 
gerous Confequeuces 
of it. 



two Days- 

About four in the Afternoon the Wind fell, which was a 
Concern to us ; however, this faved us. At 
eleven at Night the Horizon appeared very 
dark before us, tho’ every where eife the 
Sky was very ferene : The Sailors of the 
Watch * made nofcrupleto fay it was Land; 
the Officer made a Jeft of it, but when he found they perfifted 
in the fame Opinion, he began to think they might be in the 
right. By good Fortune there was very little Wind ^ fo that wc 
hoped Day would appear, before we Ihould come too near tlic 
Land. At Midnight the Watch changed ; the Sailors who 
fucceeded the firft, were direaiy of their Opinion ; but their 
Officer undertook to prove by good Reafons, that the Land 
could not be there, and what they faw was only a Fog, which 
would difperfe in the Morning ; he could not make them think 
fo, and they continued pofitive in their Opinion, that the Sky 



* A Ship’s Company is divided into four Bands, each of which arc on Duty 
four Hours j each Band is commandwi by an Dtftcer, 
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was too clear to have any Fog on that Side, if there was no 
Land. 

At Day-break they all cried out that they faw Land, the Offi- 
cer would not vouchfafe fo much as to look that Way, but 
fhrugged up his Shoulders, and four o’clock ftriking, he goes 
to Bed, affirming that when he waked, they would find this pre- 
tended Land melted away. The Officer that fucceeded, who 
was the Count de VaudreutU being more wary, began furling 
fome Sails, and foon faw this Precaution was neceffary. As foon 
as it was Day-light they faw the Horizon almofl: all bordered with 
Land; and they difcovered a fmall Englijh VefTel at Anchor, 
about the Diftance of two Cannon Shot from us. M. de Voutron^ 
who was informed of it, immediately fent for the incredulous 
Officer, who came out of his Cabin with much Reludlance, where 
he ilill perfifted that we could not be fo near Land ; he came, 
however, after two or three Summonfes, and at Sight of the Dan- 
ger we had been expofed to by his Obftinacy, he flood aflo- 
nifhed. He is, notwithflanding, the moft fkilful Man in France 
to navigate thefe Seas ; but too much Skill fometimes does Harm, 
when we rely too much upon it. 



Neverthelefs, Madam, if the Wind had not failed the Day be- 
fore, at four in the Afternoon, we had certainly been loll in the 
Night ; for we were running full Sail upon fome Breakers, from 
whence we could not have efcaped. The Difficulty was to know 
whereabouts we were ; it was certain we were not in 45 Degrees 
the Day before, but were we more to the South or NOTth ? On 
this we were divided in our Opinions. One of our Officers 
affirmed, that the Land we faw before us was Acadia ; that he 
had been there before, and remembered it: Another aflerted, that 
It was the Ifles of St, Peter : But what Probability is there that 
we are lb far advanced ? It is but twenty-four Hours fince we 
were upon the Great Bank, and it is more than 100 Leagues from 
Great Bank to the Ifles of St. Peter. The Pilot Cha<uiteau 
maintained it was Cape Race: What a Millake, fays he, is there 
in our Reckoning Uhere is no Doubt of it, and it is no Wonder, 
as it IS impoffible to make Allowances for Currents we do not know, 
and which vary continually, as we have had no Obfervation 
to correa our Errors ; but there is no Probability that we 
Ihould be either on the o£ Acadia, or on the Ifles of 

St. Peter. His Reafons appeared * good, yet we Ihould have 
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been very glad if he had been miftaken ; for wc conceived hovr 
vexatious it would be to be Wind-bound under Cape Race, In 
this Uncertainty, we refolved to enquire of the Captain of the 
Englijh Ship, and Cha^iteau had Orders to do it : At his 
Return he reported, that the Englijh were as much furprized as 
we to find themfelves in this Bay, but with this Difference, that 
it was the Place they were bound to: That Cape Race was before 
us, and Cape Brolle ten Leagues lower; that from themidft of thofe 
Breakers, upon which we had run a Rifk of being loft, there if- 
fued a River, at the Entrance of which there was an Englijh 
Village, whither this little Veffel was carrying Provifions. 

About 15 Years fince, there happened to us in the fame 
Place, a very fiogular Adventure, which put us in as much Dan- 
ger as that which I have juft now mentioned. It was in Augujl^ 
and we had till then felt the Weather very hot : One Morning 
when we rofe, we were fo pierced with the Cold, that every Body 
put on their Winter Garments. We could not conceive from 
whence it could proceed, the Weather being fine, and no North 
Wind. In fhort, the third Day at four o’Clock in the Morn- 
ing, a Sailor cried as loud as he could, Luff\ that is to fay, turn the 
Helm to the Windward ; he was obeyed, and the Moment after 
they perceived a vaft floating Piece of Ice, which ran clofe by the 
Ship’s Side, and againft which we fliould have been wrecked, if 
the Sailor had not had good Eyes, and if the Steerfman had not 
diredly turned the Helm. 

I did not fee this Ice, for I was not yet up ; but all who were then 
upon Deck affured us, that it feemedas high as the Towers of No- 
tre Dame at Paris^ and was for certainty much higher than the Mafts 
of the Ship. I have often heard it affirmed that fuch a Thing was 
impoffible, becaufe it muft have been prodigioufly deep to rife fo 
high above the Sea ; and that it was not poffible that a Piece of 
Ice fhould acquire that Height : To this I anfwcr in the firft 
Place, that to deny the Fad we muft give the Lie to many People, 
for it is not the firft Time that fuch floating Rocks have been 
feen in the Sea. The Ship called the Mother of the Incarnation^ 
making the fame Courfe as we did, ran the fame Danger in open 
Day ; the Rock of Ice which nearly occafioned its Lofs, for Want 
of Wind to fhun it, was feen by the whole Ship’s Company, and 
judged to be much greater ftill, than that which we met. They 
add that the Gene«*al Abfolution vvas given, as in Cafes of the 
greateft Danger. 

It is certain in the fecond Place, that in Hudfon^s Bay there are 
fome of thefe Rocks of Ice formed by the Fall of Torrents, which 
come from the Tops of the Mountains, and which break away 
with a vaft Noife during the Summer, and are afterwards driven 
about by the Currents. The Sicur Jeremy who lived many Years 
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this Bay, fays he had the Curiofity to found at vhe Foot of one 
of thele Rocks of Ice which was aground, and that they let out 
an hundred Fathoms of Line without reaching the Bottom. But 
I return to our Voyage. 

Cape Race Madam, is the South Ball Point of the Ifland of Ne^- 



runs from thence loo Leagues to the Weft, making a little to 
the North, and terminates at Cape Race, which is in 47 Degrees. 
About half Way is the great Bay of Placentia, which makes one 
of the fineft Ports in America, Weft South Weft of this Bay, 
there is a high Land, which isfeen at a great Diftance, and fei ves 
to make it known : It is called le Chapeau rouge (the Red Hat) 
becaufe at a Diftance it appears in the Shape of a Hat, and is of 
a reddifti Colour. The 23d at Noon we were over againft it, and 
in the Evening we came up with the Iftes of St. Peter, which were 
on our right Hand. 

They are three Iflands, the two iirft of which are very high, 



covers in feveral Places fine Porphyry. On the Side cl AW- 
founciland there are fomc Lands which may be cultivated ; and a 
pretty good Port, were we formerly had lome Habitations. The 
greateft and moft Weftern of the three, which is moft commonly 
called the Ifle Miquelon, is not fo high as the other two, and 
appears very level ; it is about three quarters of a League 
long. The 24th at Day break, it v/as 5 or 6 Leagues behind 
us ; but after Midnight we had no Wind : About four o’Clock 
in the Morning, there arofe a fmall Breeze from the South Eaft. 
Waiting till it was ftrong enough to fill our Sails, we amufed 
ourfelves with Fifhing, and took a pretty large Quantity of Cod. 
Weftopt two Hours longer than we fliould have done, for this 
Fifhery, and we had foon Caufe enough to repent it : It was eight 
o’clock when we got under Sail, and we run all the Day in 
Hopes of difeovering Cape Ray, which was on our right, or the 
little Ifte of St. Paiu, which we w ere to leave on the left, and 
which is almoft over againft Cape Ray ; but the Night came on 
before v. e could difeover either. We heartily wifticd then, we had 
made Ufe of the Time we had loft. What w'as the more vexatious 
we had about Midnight another Storm, much like that on xhcGrcat 
Bank, and knowing that we were near one of thofe two Iflands 
which we w'ere to pafs between, we did not dare to make Ufe of 
the Wind, which would have carried us on at a great Rate. So, 
contrary to the Opinion of Cha'viieau, who engaged to go for- 
ward w'lthout Danger, we lay by. 

At break of Day w e difeovered Caje Ray, upon which the 



Of Cape Race, 



foundland-, it is fltuated in 46 Degrees, and 
about 30 Minutes North Latitude ; the Coaft 



The Jfes of St, 
Peter, 



and from the Side on which we were, they 
appeared to be nothing but Mountains 
covered with Mofs. They fay that this Mofs 
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Currents bore us, and to encreafe our Misfortune, we had no 
Wind to keep US off ; We were almoft upon it, when about 
half an Hour paft five in the Morning a fmall Breeze from the 
North Weft, came in very good Time to our Alliftance. We loft 
nothing of it, and we got out of Danger. The North Weft 
after having done us this good Ofticc, would have obliged us 
extremely, if it had given Place to fome other Wind ; but it 
did not, and for two Days kept us at the Entrance of the Gulf 
of St, Laurence, On the third Day we paffed between the Ille of St,. 
PW, and Cape 5 /. Laurence, which is the moft northerly Point of Iflc 
Royal ; this Paflage is very narrow, and we do not hazard ourfelves 
in it, when the Air is foggy. The Paffage which is between the 
Ifle of St, Paul and Cape Ray, is much wider ; but our Sails 
were fet to take the other, and we made Ufe of it. 

The Gulf of St, Laurence is 8o Leagues long, which we paffed 

nr*' r Jr r with a good Wind in twenty- four Hours, by 
Q T / the help of the Currents. About half Way we 

l' meet with the Bird IJlands, which we paffed 

the Bird IJlands,^ Cannon Shot, and which muft not be 

confounded with thofe which 'James Cartier difcovered near the 
I (land of Nenjjp'oundland, Thefe I fpeak of, are two Rocks, 
which appeared to me to rife perpendicular, about 6o Feet above 
the Sea ; the largeft of which is not above 2 or 300 Paces in 
Circumference : They are very near each other, and I believe 
there is not Water enough between them for a large Boat. It is 
difficult to fay what Colour they are, for the Dung of the Birds 
entirely cover their Surface and Sides : Yet we difcovered in 
fome Places, Veins of a reddifh Colour. They have been often 
vifited, and Boats have been entirely loaded here with Eggs of 
all Sorts : They fay that the Stench is infupportable. They 
add, that with the Penguins, which come from the neighbouring 
Lands, they find many other Birds which can’t fly. The 
Wonder is, that in fuch a Multitude of Nefts, every Bird im- 
mediately finds her own. We fired a Gun, which gave the Alarm 
thro’ all this flying Commonwealth, and- there was formed 
above the two Iflands, a thick Cloud of thefe Birds, which was 
at leaft two or three Leagues round. 

The next Day, about the Dawn, the Wind dropt all at once. 
In two Hours more we could have doubled Cape Rojiers, and 
have entered the River St, Laurence, which runs North Eaft and 
South Weft, and the North Weft Wind which rofe foon after, 
would have ferved us ; but we loft two Hours of the twenty-four 
in Fifhing,and in Confequence, two Days at the Entrance of the 
Gulf ; and we were obliged to wait here till the North Weft 
dropped, which was not in five Days, in which we made only five 
Leagues, 
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Cape Rofiers is properly the Entrance of the River St. Laurencf, 
and from hence we muft meafure the Width of its Mouth, which 
is about 30 Leagues. A little on this Side, more to the South, 
are the Bay and Point of GafpCy or Gachcpe, hofe^ who pre- 
tend that the River *9/. Laurence is 40 Leagues wide at its Mouth, 
meafure it probably from the Eaitern Point oi Gajpe, Below 
the Bay we perceive a Kind of Ifland, which is only a fteep 
Rock, about 30 Fathoms Idng, 10 high, and 4 in Breadth ; It 
looks like Part of an Old Wall, and they fay it joined formerly to 
Mount Jolty which is over againll it on the Continent. This 
Rock has in the midft of it an Opening like an Arch, under 
which a Boat of Bifcay may pafs with its Sail up, and this has 
given it the Name of the pierced Ifland : Sailors know they arc 
near it, v/henthey perceive a flat Mlountain ftand above others, 
and which is called Rouoland^s Table, The Ifland of Bonaventure is 
aLeague diftant from the pierced Ifland; about the fame Diftance 
is the Ifland Mi/cou, which is eight Leagues in Compafs, and has 
a very good Haven. Not far from this Ifland, there rifes out of 
the Sea a Spring of Frelh Water, which bubbles up,’; and makes a 
Jet like a Fountain pretty high. 

All thefe Coafts are excellent for their Fifliery, and the An- 
chorage is good every where. It would be eafy alfo to eftablilh 
Magazines here for the Ufe of i^ebec. But we have loft a great 
deal of Time in purfuing the Fur Trade, which we fliould have 
employed in the Fifliery for Cod and many other Sorts of Fifli, 
with which this Sea abounds, and in fortifying ourfelves in 
thofe Ports, the Importance of which we have difeovered too 
late. 

But to return to our Voyage : It was natural upon having 
near us fuch fafe and convenient Retreats, that we fliould have 
made Ufe of them, to wait for the Return of a fair Wind ; but 
they hoped it would return every Minute, and they wanted to 
take Advantage of it immediately. 

At length, on Thurfday the loth of September y the North 
W'eft Wind dropt about Noon, when finding we could not ad- 
vance, or fcarcely work the Ship, we amufed ourfelves with 
flfliing, and this Amuefment was again hurtful to us ; for the 
Steer^an minding his flfliing more than his Helm, let the 
Wind come upon his Sails : During the Calm, we had driven 
much upon the Ifle of Anticoftey and this Negleft of the Steerf- 
man brought us fo near, becaufe the Currents carried us that 
Way, that we faw plainly all the Breakers with which the Ifland 
is bordered. To compleat ourMisfortune, the little Wind which 
was juft rifen failed us in our Necefilty. 

Had this Calm continued but a Ihort Time, we had been loft. 
A Moment after our Sails fwelled a little, and we endeavoured 

to 
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to change our Courfe, but the Ship, contrary to what is ufual, 
would not come to the Wind, and this twice together : A certain 
Proof, that the Current by which it was carried! was very ftrong. 
We thought ourfelves loft without Refource, becaufe we were 
very near the Rocks: To run the Rifle of turning about with the 
Wind in our Poop was extremely hazardous ; but after all, there 
was nothing elfeto be done; fo we fet ourfelves to work, ratherto 
have nothing to reproach ourfelves with, tlien in Hopes offaving 
ourfelves ; and in an Inftant we found by Experience, that God 
comes to the Afliftance of thofe that endeavour to help them- 
felves. The Wind changed to theNorth, it frefhened by Degrees, 
and about feveno^Clock at Night we cleared the Point . of .f/?//- 
co/tCy which had put us in fo much Fear. , « /i jo l 
T his Ifland extends about 40 Leagues North Eaft, and South 
^ , Weft, about the Middle of the River St, Lau^ 

Defcriptionofthe little Breadth. It was granted 

IJle of Anticolte. upon his Return from the 

Difeovery of the MiJpJJtppi, but they niade him no great Prefent- 
It is abfolutely good for nothing : It is poorly wooded, ns Soil 
is barren, audit has not a fingle Harbour where a Ship may be m 
Safety. There was a Report fome Years ago, that there was a 
Mine of Silver difeovered in this Ifland ; and for Want of Ali- 
ners, they fent from ^ehec (where I was at that Time) a Gold- 
fmith to make the Proof of it ; but he did not go far. He foon 
perceived by the Difeourfe of the Perfon who raifed the Re- 
port, that the Mine exifted only in his own whimfical Brain. 

The Coafts of this Ifland are pretty well ftored with Fifn ; 
nevei thelcfs, I am perfuaded, that the Heirs of { 

would willingly change their vaft Lordfliip, for the fmallelt Fie* 

of France, 1 th r c 

When we have pafled this Ifland, we have the Pleafure to fee 

Land on both Sides, and to be aflured of the Way we make ; 
but we muft fail with a great deal of Caution the River. 
Tuefday the 3d, we left on the left Hand the Mountains of 
Notre Dame, and Mownt Louis it is a Chain of very high Moun- 
tains, between which there are fome Vallies, which were 
Ibrmerly inhabited by Savages. The Country rpund about 
Mount Louis has fome very good Land, and 
rations. They might make here a very good Settlement for 
he pTlherv. efpeciaW for Whales ; and it would be convenient 
tr Shi>^hS com J from ^ find Affiftance here v^hreh 

they fWetimes extremely want The 

were'nofVar fr^m which we were to leave upon 

• and the Steerfman thought us wide enough from it 
Tut if .. M. riu. «.»d .p .n . F„gh._ 
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crying out to the Steerfnian to keep ofF tlie Shore. If this 
Order had been deferred a Quarter of an Hour, the Ship had 
run upon the Point, which appeared feme Moments after. The 
4th at Night, we anchored for the firll Time, a little below 
what they call theP^^ij of Maiane, They are two Heads of the 
fame Mountain, which is about two Leagues within Land. I 
do not think one can fee a wilder Country ; there is nothing to 
be feen but poor Woods, Rocks, Sands, and not one Ineh of 
good Land ; there are indeed fome fine Springs, and Plenty of 
good W’ild-Fowl ; but it is impofiible for any but Savages and 
Canadians to follow their Game in fuch a Place. On the other 
Side of the River is the Shoal of Matiicouagan, famous for more 
than one Ship- wreck, which advances two Leagues into the 
River. It takes its Name from a River which rifes in the Moun- 
, tains of Labrador, makes a pretty large Lake, which bears 

the fame Name, but more commonly that of Barnabas, and 
difeharges itfelf into the River Laurence acrofs the Sand : 
Some of our Maps call it la Rivure Noire (the Black Ri^>er.) 

The 8th we fet Sail, but it was not worth our while for the 
I Way we made; but Variety of Amufementand Exercife is good 

for Sailors. IntheNightof theioth we made 15 Leagues; andin 
half a League more we had cleared the moft difHcult PafTage of 
^ the River. We alfo Ihould have got into the llrong Tides, for to 

■ this Place they are hardly yet perceivable but at the Shores: But 

the Wind changed fuddenly to the South Well, and obliged us 
to feek for Shelter, which we found under Ille Fene or Green 
) IJland, where we remained five Days. We wanted nothing here, 

I but at the End of this Time, we refolved to try if we could not 

J ^nd on the North Side, as we were made to hope, fome Land 

Winds, which would carry us into the great Tides. 

► We went therefore, and anchored at ^MoulinBaude (Baude Mill) 

[ OF Saguenay Traverfe is five Leagues over. Upon ar- 

I ayidthe Port of ^ ^be Mill, and they 

Tadou/Tac. ^ fhewed me fome Rocks, from whence ifliied 
I * a dream of clear Water. They might build 

' a Water-Mill here, but it is not likely it will ever be done. 

^ There is not perhaps a Country in the World lefs habitable than 

^bis. Tht Saguenay is a little higher ; it is a River which the 
' larged Ved'els may go up 25 Leagues ; at the Entrance we leave 

the Port of Tadouffac to the Right. The greated Part of our 
Geographers have here placed a Town, but where there never 
was but one French Houfe, and fome Huts of Savages who 
there in the Time of the Trade, and who carried away 
their Huts or Booths, when they went away ; and this was the 
; whole Matter. It is true that this Port has been a long Time 

the Refort of all the Savage Nations of the North and Ead, and 

that 
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that the French reforted hither as foon as the Navigation was 
free, both from France and Canada ; the Miffionarics alfo made 
Ufc of the Opportunity, and came to trade here for Heaven: 
And when the Trade was over, the Merchants returned to their 
Homes, the Savages took the Way to their Villages or Forclls, 
and the Gofpel Labourers followed the laft, to compleat their 
Inftrudlions. Yet fome Accounts, and fome Travellers, have 
fpoken much of FadouJ^ac\ and the Geographers have fuppofed 
it was a Town ; and fome Authors have given it a Jurifdidion. 

TadouJJdc in other Refpedls, is a good Port, and they alTured 
me that 2^ Men of War might lay here Iheltered from all Winds ; 
that the Anchorage is fafe, and Entrance eafy. Its Shape is al- 
moft round, fome deep Rocks of a prodigious Height furround 
it on all Sides, and a fmall Stream runs from them, which may 
fupply the Ships with Water. All the Country is full of Mar- 
ble ; but its greatell Riches would be the Whale Fifliery. In 
1705, being at Anchor with the Heroe in this Place, I faw four 
of tnefe Fifh, which were between Head and Tail, almoft as long 
as our Ship. The Bijcaniers have followed this Filhery formerly 
with Succefs, and there is dill upon a little Ifland of their Name, 
and which is little lower than Ide Verte (Green Ifland) fome Re- 
mains of the Furnaces, and the Ribs of the Whales. What a 
Difference is there betwixt a fixt Filhery, which they might fol- 
low quietly in a River, and that which they go to Greenland for 
wdth fo much Danger and Expence. The two following Days 
there was no Land Wind, and we greatly regretted cur fird An- 
chorage, near which there were fome Habitations, whereas 

here we faw neither Man nor Bead : In Ihort, the 3d Day at 
Noon we weighed Anchor, and we cleared the Pafiage of V Ifle 
Rouge (Red Ifland) which is difficult. You mud fird bear upon 
the Illand as if you would land on it, this is to fhun the Pointe 
atix Allouetts (Lark Pomt) which is at the Entrance of Sagutnay 
upon the Left, and which advances greatly into the River; hav- 
ing done this, we change our Courfe. The Paffage on the South 
of Vlfle Rouge is much fafer, but to do this we mud have gone 
back, and the Wind might have failed us. L^Ijle Rouge is only 
a Rock a little above Water, which appears red, and upon 
which more than one Ship has been lod. 

The next Day with little Wind and Tide, we came to an 
n/* L in Anchor above the Ifland CovJret^ which is 15 
^ j ^ Leagues from ^ebec and Padcujjac ; and this 

Copies, and the jg dangerous, when the Wind is not 

to our Defire; it is rapid, draight, and a Mile 
long. Formerly it was much fafer, but in 1663 an Earthquake 
rooted up a Mountain, and threw it upon the Ifle of Ccudres^ 
w'hichwas made one half larger than before, and in the Place ofihe 

Mountain 
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Mountain there appeared a Gulf, which it is not fafe to approach. 
We might have palTed on the South of the Ifland Coudres, and 
this Paflage would have been fafe and eafy ; it bears the Name 
of M. Iberville, who tryed it with Succefs, but it is the Cuftom 
to pafs by the North, and Cuftom is an abfolute Law for the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind. 

Above the Gulph I have juft mentioned is the Bay of St. Paul, 

nr L D r where the Habitations begin on the North 
St P ^ ^ there are fome Woods of Pine- 

^ ^ Trees, which are much valued : Here are alfo 

fome red Pines of great Beauty. Meflrs. of the Seminary of 
^ebec are Lords of this * Bay. Six Leagues higher, there is 
a very high Promontory, which terminates a Chain of Moun- 
tains, which extend above 400 Leagues to the Weft: It is call- 
ed Cape Torment, probably becaufe he that gave it this 
Name, fuffered here by a Guft of Wind. The Anchorage is 
good, and we are furrounded by Iflands of all Sizes, which afford 
a very good Shelter. The moft confiderable is the Ifle of Or- 
leans, the Fields of which being all cultivated, appear like an 
Amphitheatre, and terminate the Profpefl very pleafingly. This 
Ifland is about 14 Leagues in Compafs ; and in 1676 it was 
made a Title of Flonour, and firft gave Title of Count to Francis 
Bert helot. Secretary General of the Ordinance, by the Stile of 
Count St. Laurence; who purchafed it of Francis de La^al, firft 
Bifhop of Flusbec. It contained then four Villages, but it has 
now fix Pariflies pretty w^ell peopled. Of the two Channels 
made by this Ifland, that of the South Only is navigable for 
Ships : Even Boats cannot pafs that of the North but at high 
Water : So that from Cape Torment we muft traverfe the River 
to^ go to ^ebec, and this Traverfe has its Difficulties ; we meet 
with fome moving Sands, on which there is not always Water 
enough for large VelTels, fo that this is never attempted but 
whilft the Tide flows. But this Difficulty might be fhunned by 
taking the Paffage of M. dTberville. Cape T orment, from which 
we pafs to make the Traverfe, is 1 10 Leagues from the Sea, and 
vet the Water is a little brackifli : It is not fit todrink, but at the 
Entrance of the two Canals, which form the Ifle of Orleans. 
This is a Pheenomenon pretty hard to explain, efpccially if we 
confider the great Rapidity of the River, notvAthftandiiig its 
Breadth. The Tide flows here regularly 5 Hours, and ebbs 
feven. At Tadouffac it ebbs and flows fix Hours ; and the higher 
we go up the River, the more the Flood diminiflies, and the Ebb 
increafes. At twenty Leagues above Quebec it flows three Hours, 
and ebbs nine. Higher up the Tide is not perceivable. When it is 

^ A very good Lead Mine has been found here lately, 
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half Flood In the Port of Tadou/Jacy and at the Entrance of • 
giienayy it is but juft beginning to flow at Checouiimi, twenty- five 
Leagues higher up the River Saguenay % and yet it is high Water 
at the three Places at the fame Time : This happens no Doubt 
bccaufe the Rapidity of the River Saguenay, greater than 
that of St. Laurence, running againft the Tide, makes an Equili- 
brium for fome Time between Checoutimi, and the Entrance of 
the Saguenay mto the Great Riven This Rapidity was not fo great 
butfince the Earthquake of 1663. This Earthquake overthrew a 
Mountain in the River, which ftraitened its Bed, and formed a 
Peninfula, which they call Checoutimi, above which the Stream is 
fo ftrong, that Canoes can’t get up it. The Depth of Saguenay, 
from its Mouth up to Checouiimi, is equal to its Rapidity : So that 
it would not be fafe to anchor in it, if they could not make faft 
their Veflels to the Trees that cover the Banks of this River. . 

It is alfo found that in the Gulf of St. Laurence, at eight or 
ten Leagues from the Land, the Tides are different, according 
to the various Situations of the Land, or the Difference of the 
Seafons ; that in fome Places they follow the Winds, and in o- 
thers they run againft the Wind ; that at the Mouth of the River, 
at certain Months of the Year, the Currents always run to the 
Sea, and in others always towards the Land ; and laftly, that in 
the River itfelf, till near the feven Iflands, that is to Jay, flxty 
Leagues, there is no Flux on the South Side, nor any Reflux on 
the North Side. It is not eafy to give any good Reafons for all 
this 3 all that can be faid, with the greateft Probability, is, that 
there are fome Motions under Water, which produce thefe 
Irregularities, or that there are fome Currents which come and 
go from the Surface to the Bottom, and from the Bottom to the 
Surface, in the Manner of Pumps. Another Obfervation to be 
made here is, that the Variation of the Compafs (which in fome 
Ports of France, is but two or three Degrees North Weft) con- 
tinues always decreafin^ till we come to the Azores, where there 
is no longer any Variation ; but from thence it increafes in fuch 
a Manner, that upon the Great Bank of Nenvfoundland it is 
twenty-two Degrees and more ; afterwards it begins to decreafe, 
but flowly, fince it is ftill fixteen Degrees at ^ebec, and twelve 
in the Country of the Hurons, where the Sun fees thirty-three 
Minutes later than at ^ehec. 

Sunday the twenty- fecond, w^e call Anchor by the Ifle 0/ Or- 
in leans, where we went to take an Airing, 
Of the IJle of Return of the Tide. I found this 

r eans. Country fine, the Soil good, and the Inha- 

bitants pretty well at their Eafe. They have the Chatafler of 
being given to Witchcraft; and they are confulted, they fay, up- 
on future Events, and concerning what palTcs in diftant Places. 

D 
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For Inflance • If the Ships of France do not arrive To foon 
ufual, they confulted to hear News of them, and it is faid 
they have fometimes anfwered pretty true ; that is to fay^ having 
gyefTed tight once or twice, and having out of Divernon made 
Peog^<? believe that they fpoke from a certain Knowledge, Peo- 
ple tii-^cied they had confulted the Devil. 

When Jatnes C^mVr difcovered this Ifland, he found it full of 
Vuies, and named it the Ifle of Bacchus. This Navigator was a 
Britain. After him there came fome Normans ; who plucked up 
the Vines, and fubftituted Pomona and Ceres in the Room of 
Bacchus. In Fa6l, it produces good Wheat and excellent Fruit. 
They alfo begin to cultivate Tobacco, and it is not bad. — At 
length, on Monday the 23d, the Camel anchored before ^ehec^ 
where I arrived two Hours- before in a Canoe of Bark. 1 have 
a thoufand Leagues to travel in thefe brittle Vehicles : I mull 

ufe myfelf to them by Degrees. This is. Madam, all that 

I could recoiled of the Particulars of my Voyage. — I lhall have 
fomething of more Confequence to write hereafter. 

I am^ See. 



L E T T E R II. 

^ Defer iption of Quebec, CharaSler of the Inhabitants y and the 
Maimer of Lining in the French Colony. 



Madam, 



Quebec, OB. 28, 1720. 



I Am going to fpeak of ^whec . — All the Deferiptions I have 
hitherto feen of it are fo different, that 1 thought it would 
be a Pleafure to you to fee a true Pidure of this Capital of 
Nenjo France. It really deferves to be known, were it only for 
the Singularity of its Situation ; for it is the only City in the 
World that can boaft of a Port in frelh Water a hundred and 
twenty Leagues from the Sea, and capable of containing one 
hundred Ships of the Line. It is alfo fituated on the moll navi- 
gable .River in the World. 

This feiver, up to the Ifle of Orleans, that is to fay^ one 
ijrn KT hundred and ten, or onl hundred and twelve 

f Leagues from the Sea, is never lefs than four 

ri^v^ Leagues wide ; but above the Ifland 

it grow'S narrower all at once, fo that before 
f^ehec hts but a Mile broad, which gave it the Name of ^ue- 
heioyOxFiuebec \ which, in the Algonq^uin Language, fignifiei Con- 
iraBion* The Abenaquisy whofe Language is a Dialed of the 

Algonquiny 
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Jlgonquluf call it ^libec^ which fignifies fomething ; be- 
caufe, at the Entrance of the little River Chaudiere^ by which 
the Savages came to ^ebec from the Neighbourhood of Acadia^ 
the Point of Len^i which advances upon the Jfle of Orleans^ en- 
tirely hides the South Channel, and the Ille of Orleans hides the 
North ; fo that the Port of ^ebec appears only like a great Bay. 
The firft Thing that appears upon entering the Road, is a fine 
rr*/ V 11 r Sheet of Water, about thirty Feet wide, and 
^ forty Feet high. It is diredly at the En- 
Montmorenci. trance of the Tittle Channel of the Ifle of Or- 
leansy and it is feen from a long Point of the South Coaft of the 
River ; which, as I faid before, feems to bend upon the Ifle of 
Orleans. This Cafcade is called the Fall of Montmorencij and 
^he Point bears the Name of Levi ; for Nev; France had fuccef- 
fively for Viceroys, the Admiral Montmorenci, and the Duke de 
Ventadour his Nephew. Every Body would judge that fuch a 
large Fall of Water, which runs continually, was the Difcharge 
of fome fine River, but it is only derived from an inconfiderable 
Current which in fome Places is not Ancle deep ; but it runs 
continually, and has its Rife from a Lake about twelve Leagues 
from the Fall. 

The City is a League higher, and on the fame Side, in the 
.... . _ very Place where the River is narrowed ; but 

The Situation of city and the Ifle of Orleans, 

there is a Bafon a full League in Extent every 
Way, into which the River St. Charles difcharges itfelf, which 
comes from the North-Weft. F^uebec is between the Mouth of 
this River and Diamond Cape, which advances a little into the 
River St. Laurence. The Moorings are over-againft the City. 
There is twenty-five Fathom Water, and good Anchorage ; yet, 
when the North-Eaft bIow§ hard, Ships lometimes drive upon 
their Anchors, but without Danger. 

When Samuel de Champlain founded this City in 1608, the 
... Tide rofe fometimes to the Foot of the 

Dejcription of j^ock. Since that Time the River has re- 

Quebec. tired by Degrees, and left a great Space dry, 

where they have built the lower City, which is at prefent high 
enough above the Shore to fecure the Inhabitants againft the 
Inundations of the River. The firft Thing we find at landing, 
is a pretty large Spot of an irregular Figure, which has irx 
Front a Row of Houfes pretty well built, their Backfide clofe to 
the Rock, fo that they have but little Depth : They make a 
pretty long Street, which takes up the whole Breadth of the 
Place, and extends from Right to Left to two Ways, which lead 
to the upper City. The Place is bounded on the Left by a 
ftnall Church, and on the Right by two Rows of Houfes built on 
D 2 a Parallel. 



20 






An Hijiorical Journal of 

a Parallel. There is one Row on the other Side between the 
Church and the Port; and at the Turning of Cape jD/VzwW, 
there is another pretty long Range of Houfes on the Side of a 
fmall Bay, which is called the P AnfedeMeres, (Mother's Bay,) This 
Quarter may be reckoned a Kind of Suburb to the lower City. 

Between this -^Suburb and the great Street we afeend to the 
upper City, by a Way fo fleep, that they have been obliged to 
make Steps, fo that we can only afeend on Foot : But taking 
the Right Hand Side, they have made a Way which 
is not fo deep, and which is bordered by Houfes : ’Tis 

at the Spot where the two Ways meet, that the upper City be- 
gins on the Side towards the River St, Laurence ; for there is 
another lower City on the Side of the River St, Charles, The 
firft remarkable Building we find to the Right of the firll Side, is 
the Bilhop’s Palace : All the Left is bordered with Houfes. 
Twenty Paces further, we arrive at two pretty large Squares, or 
Openings : That on the Left is the Place of Arms, which is 
before the Fort, where the Governor-General rehdes. The 

areover-againll it, and fome pretty good Houfes are built 
on the other Side of the Square. 

In that on the Right Hand, we meet firft the Cathedral, which 
alfo ferves as aParifh Church to all the City. The Seminary is 
bn one Side, upon the Angle made by the River St, Laurence and 
the River St, Charles. Over-againft the Cathedral, is the Je- 
fuits College, and between both there are pretty good Houfes. 
From the Place of Arms, we enter tw'o Streets, which are crofied 
by a third, which is entirely taken up by the Church and Con- 
vent of the Recolkts. The fecond Opening has two Defeents 
to the River St, Charles ; one very fteep on the Side of the Se- 
minary, w^here there are few Houfes ; the other, by the Side of 
t\vzjefiits Inclofure, which winds very much, and has the Hotel 
Dieu about the Mid-way, is bordered by fmall Houfes, and ends 
,at the Palace of the Intendant. On the other Side of the Je- 
fuits College, where the Church is, ti.ere is a pretty long Street, 
in which are the Ur/ulines,-— To conclude, all the upper City is 
built on a Foundation of Marble and Slate, (a) 

Phis is, Madam, the Topography of Quebec ; which, as you 
fee, has a pretty large Extent. Moll of the Houfes are built of 
Stone ; and yet it is reckoned to contain but about feven thou- 
fand Souls.-— But to give yon a juft Idea of this City, I Ihall de- 
fcribe Its principal Buildings more particularly, and then I ftiall 
give an Account of its Fortifications.— The Church of the lower 
City was built in Confequence of a Vow made during the Siege 

(a) Thts City is confiderably increafed within tlie lall twenty Years. 
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of ^ehee, in 1690. It is dedicated to Our Lady of ViBory, and 
ferves the Inhabitants of the lower City. It is a very plain 
Building : All its Ornament is a modeft Neatnefs. Some Sifters 
of a Congregation which I (hall mention hereafter, are lodged 
between this Church and the Port. There are but four or five, 
and keep a School. . , . 

This Epifcopal Palace is finilhed, excepting the Chapel, 
and half the Buildings of the Defign, which was intended to be 
a long Square. If it is ever finilhed, it will be avery fine Build- 
ing. The Garden extends to the Brow of the Rock, and com- 
mands all the Road.— When the Capital of tdi-xv Franee lhall be 
as flourilhing (a)z.% that of the Old, (we muftdefpair of nothing, 
Paris was a long Time much lefs than Quebec is ^now,) as far as 
the Eye can reach they will fee only Towns, Caftles, Country 
Houfes ; and ail this is already Iketched out : And the River St. 
Laurence, that majeftically rolls her Waters, and brings them from 
the Extremity of the North or the Weft, will be covered with 
Veflels. The Ifle of Orleans, and the two Banks of the two 
Rivers that form this Port, will difeover fine Meadovvs, rich 
Hills, and fertile Fields ; and nothing is wanting for this End, 
but to be more peopled. A Part of a charming Valley (which 
the River St. Charles winds pleafingly through) will, no Doubt, 
be joined to the City, of which it will certainly make the fineft 
Quarter : And when they have bordered all the Road with no- 
ble Quays, and we (hall fee three or four hundred Ships loaded 
with Riches which hitherto we have not known how to value, 
and bringing back in Exchange thofe of the Old and New 
World, you will acknowledge. Madam, that this Terrafs will 
afford a Profpeft that nothing can equal. 

The Cathedral would not be a fine Pari Ih Church in one of 

rr-i r- 1. j 1 the fmalleft Towns in France. Judge, then, 

The Cathedral deferves to be the Seat of the only Bi- 

and the Seminary, jjioprick which is in all the French Empire in 
.America, of greater Extent, than was ever that of the Romans. 
The Architefture, the Choir, the great Altar, the Chapels of 
this Cathedral, appear only fit for a Country Church. The 
moft tolerable Thing belonging to it, is a very high Tower or 
Steeple, folidly built, and which at a Dillance makes fome Ap- 
pearance. The Seminar}^ which joins to the Church, is a large 
Square, the Buildings of which are notfinifhed : What is built, 

(a) The Event of Things has fhewn, that this Author had not a true Pro- 
phetic Spirit. How muft the French be mortified, to find all their fond Hopes 
of railing ^ebec to fuch a Height of Magnificence, fruftrated by the Valour 
of the Ej^i/h Arms j and to fee that valf Empire, which they flattered 
themfeivcs they fhould be able to efiabiilh in North ^hnerUay al] transferred and 
annexed to the Imperial Crown of Britain / 
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3 s well done, and with all the Conveniencics necelTary in this 
Country. 7 'his is the third Time of building this Houfe. It 
was burntcntirely in 1703. And in QSlober^ *705> when it was 
jull rebuilt, it was almoli totally deftroyed by Fire. From the 
Garden there is a Prolpedl of the Road, and the River St, Charles^ 
as far as the Eye can reach. 

The Fort is a fine Building, which is to be flanked with two 
The Fort nnri advanced PavillioQS. There is but one 

Cape Diamond. ^ ^ H 

^ built very foon. faj The Entrance is a large 

and regular Court ; but it has no Garden, becaufe the Fort is 
built upon the Edge of the Rock, A fine Gallery, with a Bal- 
cony that runs the whole Length of the Building, makes fome 
Amends for this Defeft. It commands the Road ; to the Mid- 
dle of which onemayeafily make onefelf heard with a fpeaking 
Trumpet; and the lower City appears under your Feet. Coming 
out of the Fort, and pafling to the Left, we enter into a pretty 
large Efplanade ; and, by a gentle Afcent, we arrive at the 
Fop of Dianmd Cape, which is a very fine Platform. Befides 
the Pleafure of the Profpeft, we breathe in this Place the pureft 
Air, w'c f^ Numbers of Porpoifes, white as Snow, play on the 
Surface of tiie Water, and fometimes pick up Stones which are 
more beautiful than thofe of Alencon, or Briftol I have feen fome 
as well formed as if they came out of the Hands of the bell 
Workman, Formerly they were common, and this gave the 

Name to the Cape. At prefent they are very fcarce. The 

Pefeent to the Country here is more gentle than on the Side of 
the Efplanade. 

Ihe Recollets have a large and fine Church, which w'ould be an 
The Recollets at F'erfailks, It is neatly 

andthe\^x{M\mQs roofed, adorned with a large Gallery (fome- 

\ tiding heavy) of Wood, well \vrought, which 

goes all round ; in which are made the Confeflionals. In fhort 
n wants nothing ; but they fhould take away fome Pidiures that 
jre very poorly painted. Father Luke has placed fome here that 
do no Credit to the. Place. The Houfe is anfwerable to the 
fohdly built, and convenient, accompa- 
med with a large Garden w'ell cultivated. The UrMPe 'Nuns 
havejufFered twice by Fire, as well as the Seminary ; And withal 

the Portias they receive 
tVeiVSf of this^Country are fo fmall, that the firft Time 
backtoF.J burnt, they had Thoughts of fending them 

themfelv^rhn;^ they ha^e made a Shift to re-ellabliflx 

tnemlelves both Times, and their Church is quite flniflied. 



f nj It is nQw finiilied. 
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They are neatly and conveniently lodg^ : It is the Pruit o( 
the good Name they have acquired in the Colony by their 1 lety, 
CEconomy, Sobriety, and Labour : They gild and embroider. 
All are ufefully employed ; and whatever comes from their 

Hands, is generally of agoodTafte. r . n-i. 

You have feen, without Doubt, Madam, in fomeof the Rela- 
- . „ , tions, that the College of the Jejiuts is a veiy 

7;?-eJefuitsCe/- fine Building. It is certain, that when thi* 
lege. City was a rude Heap of French Barracks* 

and Savage Cabins, this Houfe (the only otc wuh the Fort 
that was built of Stone) made feme Figure. The firft Tta'^ 
lers, who judged by Comparifon, have reprefented it as a very 
fine Building.* Thofe who followed them, and who, according 
to Cuftom, copied after them, fpoke the fame Language : But 
the Cabins have difappeared, and the Barracks are changed to 
Houfes, moftof them well built ; fo that the Collegers now a 
Difgrace to the City, and is in a very ruinous <-‘>ndition. {aj 
The Situation is bad : It is deprived of the greateft Advan- 
tage it could have, which is the Profpea. It had at firft the 
ATew of the Road, and its Founders were good enough to fancy 
that they would be allowed to enjoy it* but they were deceive^ 
The Cathedral and the Seminary make a Malk that leaves them 
nothing but the View of the Square, which has nothing to 
make Amends for what they have loft. The Court of the Col- 
lege is fmall and dirty ; nothing refemblcs more a Farm Yard. 
The Garden is large and well kept, and is bounded by a little 
Wood, a precious Remain of the antient Foreft that formerly co- 
vered this whole Mountain; „ , , c _» 

The Church has nothing fine on the Outfide, but a pretty Sort 
of a Steeple : It is entirely covered with Slate, and is the only, 
one of Canada that has this Advantage, for every Thing ere is 
covered with Shingles. The Infide is well adorned : It has a 
fine Gallery, bordered with an Iron Baluftrade, painted, gilt, ana 
well contrived ; a Pulpit entirely gilt, and well 
Wood and Iron ; three handfome Altars ; fome good Piitures t 
the Roof not arched, but flat, and pretty well ornamented ; no 
Pavement, but a good Floor, which makes this C^rch more 
fupportable in Winter, whilft People arc frozen with Cold in the 
others. I do not mention the four great cylindrk majjtve Columns^ 
made of one Block of a certain Porphyry black as Jet, without hpoU 
or Feins, with which it pleafed the Baron de la Hentan to enrich the 
grand Altar. They would certainly be much better than tho.c 
they have, whit:h are hollow, and coarfely covered with ^ 
ble. But this Author might eafily obtain Pardon, if lie h«<i 
difguifed the Truth, only to adorn the Churches. 

(uj The College U fince rebuilt, and is new very fin '. 
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The Hofpital has two large Halls, one for the Men and th*i 
other for the Women ; the Beds are well 

T/je Hofpital. kept, the Sick are well attended, and every 
Thing is convenient, and very neat. The 
Church is behind the Woman’s Hall, and has nothing remarka- 
ble but the great Altar, the Altar-piece of which is very fine. 
This Houfe is ferved by fome Nuns of St. Auftitiy the firll of 
which came from Dieppe. They have begun a good Houfe here, 
but it is very likely they will not foon finifh it for Want of a Fund. 
As their Houfe is fituated on the Midway of a Hill, on a Spot 
that advances a little upon the River 5/. Charles^ they have a 
very pretty Profped. 

The Houfe of the Intendant is called the .becaufe the 

Chief Council meets there. It is a Grand Pavillion, the Ends 
of which projed fome Feet, to which we afeend by a double 
Flight of Steps. The Front towards the Garden is much plea- 
fan ter than that of the Entrance, having a View of the little 
River. The Royal Magazines are on the right Side of the 
Court, and the Prifon is behind. The Gate at the Entrance is 
niafked by the Mountain, on which the upper City (lands, and 
which prefents in this Place only a deep Rock, very difagreea- 
ble to the Sight. It was much worfe before the Fire, which 
fome Years ago entirely dedroyed this {a) Palace, for it had no 
Court in Front, and the Buildings dood upon the Street, which 
is very narrow. Going down this Street, or more properly 
fpeaking, this Way, we come into the Country, and about half 
a Mile didant dands the General Hofpital. It is the fined 

^'he General Hof Canada, and' would be no Difgrace 

to our greated Cities of France. The Re~ 
^ ^ collets formerly pofTefTed this Place : M. de St. 

Bilhop of removed them into the City, bought 

Ground, and fpent ioo,ooo Crowns in Buildings, Furni- 
ture, and a Fund for its Support. The only Defed of this Hof- 
pitai is, iu being built in aMarfh ; however, they hope to remedy 
it by draining the Mar(h ; but the River St. Charles makes an 
Elbow in this Place, and the Waters do not eafily run off, and 
this can never be well mended. 

The Prelate, wim is the Founder, has his Apartment in the 
Houfe, and makes it his ordinary Refidence ; he lets out his 
own Palace, which is alfo his own Work, for the Benefit of the 
Poor. He did not difdain to ferve as Almoner to the Hofpital, 
as well as to the Nuns, and he performed the Duty of this Office 
with a Zeal and Affiduity, which would be admired in a com- 
mon Pried, who was to live by this Employment. Artids or 

(<7) Tliis Palace was again entirely burnt down. 
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Vliers, whom great Age or Infirmities have deprived of gettino- 
their living, are received into this Hofpital‘, to a certain Number 
of Beds that are appropiated for this Purpofe, and thirty Nuns 
are employed to attend them. It is a Copy of the Hotel Dieu of 
l^ebecy but to diftinguifh the Nuns, the Bifhop has given them 
fome particular Regulations, and makes them wear a Silver 
Crofs upon their Breads. The greateft Part of them are of good 
Families, and as they are not of the richeft of the Country, the 
Bifhop has given Portions to many. 

i^ehec is not regularly fortified, but they have been long 

Of th'' F rtifi making it a defenfible Place : 

This City is not eafy to be taken in its pre- 
fent Condition. The Port is flanked by twd 
Baftions, which at the high Tides, are almoll level with the 
Water, that is to fay., about twenty-five Feet high, for the Equi- 
noftial Tides rife fo high. A little above the Baftion on the 
right, they have made a half Bartion in the Rock, and higher 
up, by the Side of the Gallery of the Fort, there is a Battery of 
twenty-five Pieces of Cannon. There is alittle fquareFort called 
the Citadel ft ill above this ; and the Ways to go from one Forti- 
fication to another are very deep. To the left of the Port, all 
along the Road up to the River St* Charles^ there are good Bat- 
teries of Cannon, and fome Mortars. 

From the Angle of the Citadel, which looks towards theCity^ 
they have made an Oreille of a Baftion, from whence they have 
made a Curtain at right Angles, which runs to join a very high 
Cavalier, upon which there is a Mill fortified. Defcending from 
this Cavalier, we meet, at about the Diftance of Mulket Shot, a 
fil'd Tower with Baftions, and at the fame Diftance from this a 
fecond. The Defign was to cover all this with a Stone facings 
which was to have the fame Angles as the Baftions, and which 
was to terminate at the End of the Rock over againft the Palace, 
where there is a little Redoubt, as well as on the Diamond Cape. 
I know not why this has not been executed. Such was. Madam, 
pretty near the State of the Place in 17 ii, when the Engli 
fitted out a great Fleet for the Conqueft of Canada, which 
failed of Succefs through the Raflinefs of the Commander, who, 
contrary to the Advice of his Pilot, came too near the feven 
Ifles, and loft all his larged Ships, and three thoufand Men of 
his bed Troops. 

After having mentioned what is mod material in our Capital, I 
mud fay a Word ortwo of its Inhabitants ; this is its Beauty. And 
if upon confideringonly itsHoufes, Squares, Streets, and public 
Buildings, we may reduce it to the Rank of the fmalleft Cities 
of France, the Worth of thofe who inhabit it, fecures it the Title 
of Capital. 

K I have 
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I have already faid that they reckon fcarcely at ^ebec feven 
or f U p T.U U' thoufand Souls ; but we find here a little 

ia7iis. ^ ^ chofcn World, which wants nothing to make 

an agreeable Society. A Governor Ge- 
neral {a) with his Attendants, Nobility, Officers of the Army, 
and Troops : An Intendant (^) with an upper Council, and the 
inferior Jurifdidlions : A Commiifary of the Marine (r) : A 
Gi-andTrovoft {dj : AGrand Surveyor of Highways, and a Grand 
Mailer of the Waters and Forells (e) whofe Jurifdiftion is cer- 
tainly the moHextenfive in the World : Rich Merchants, or who 
Jive as if they were fuch : A Bilhop and a numerous Seminary : 
RecolUts and Jefuits : Three Societies of Maidens, well compofed : 
Circles as brilliant as in any other Place, at the Governor’s, and 
the Intendant’s Ladies. Here feems to me to be every Thin<i 
for all Sorts of People to pafs their Time very agreeably! 
And fo they do in Reality, and every one endeavours to con- 
tribute what they can towards it. They play, they make Parties 
of Pleafurc, in Summer, in Chariots, or Canoes ; in Winter, 
in Sledges on the Snow, or Ikeating on the Ice. Shooting 
IS much followed ; Gentlemen find this their only Refource to 
live plentifully. The News current is but little, becaufe the 
Country furnilhes fcarce any, and the News from Europe comes 
all together; but this affords Converfation for great Part of 
the Year: They make political Remarks on Thin<rs pall, 
and raife Conjedures on future Events : The Sciences^'and the 
fine Arts have their Turn, and Converfation never grows dull 
The Canadians, that is to fay, the Creoles of Canada, breath at 
their Bmth an Air of Liberty, which makes them very agreeable 
in the Commerce of Life j and our Language is no where fpoken 
with greater Purity. 

There is nobody rich here, and ’tisPity, for they love to live 
generally and no one thinks of laying up Riches. Thev keep 
good Tables, if their Fortunes will afford it, as well' as to 
drefs handfomely ; if not, they retrench the Expence of their 
Table to bellow It on Drefs; and indeed we mull allow that 
our become their Drefs. They are all of good Stature 

and the bell Complexion in the World in both Sexes. A plea- 
fant Humour, and agreeable and polite Manners are common to 
all ; and Clownifiioefs, either in Language or Behaviour, is not 
known among them. 



dr) M. Ckrcmhautd'A,v^- 

mint, {d) U. Denjs dt St. Smm, {.e) M, de Mckarcturt. ^ 
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It is not fo, as they fay, with the Englijh our Neighbours, 
/ and they who know the two Colonies only 
tjferena ^ the Manner of living, afting and fpeaking 
of the Inhabitants, would certainly judge 
ours to be the moft fiourifhing. In Nenx) Eng- 
landy and the other Provinces of the Conti- 
nent of Amcricay fubjcft to the Britijh Empire, there prevails an 
Opulence, of which they fcem not to know how to taW the Be- 
nefit; and in Ne-w France y a Poverty difguifed by an Air of Eafe, 
which does not feem conllrained. Commerce, and the Culture 
of Plantations, ftrengthen the former; the Induftry of the In- 
habitants fupports the latter, and the Talle of the Nation difFufes an 
unbounded Agreeablcnefs. The Englijh Colonift gathers Wealth, 
and never runs into any fuperfluous Expence : The French enjoys 
what he has, and often makes a Shew of what he has not. One 
labours for his Heirs; the other leaves them in the Neceflity in 
which he found himfelf, to Ihift as well as they can. The Eng- 
lijh Americans are entirely averfe to War, becaufe they have much 
to lofe ; they do not regard the Savages, becaufe they think they 
have no Occafion for them. The Youth of the Frenchy for tha 
contrary Reafons, hate Peace, and live well with the Savages, 
whofe Efteem they gain during a War, and have their Friendfhip 
atall Times. I could carry the Parallel further, but I muft finifh : 
The King’s Ship is ready to fail, and the Merchant Ships arc 
preparing to follow it ; and perhaps in three Days there will not 
oe a fingle Ship in our Road. 

I amy SeC, 



LETTER III. 

OJ' the Huron Village : What has hindered the Progi’efs of the 
French Colony ^Canada; Of the Money current there. 

Madam, Quebec, 15. 

I Am returned from a little Journey of Devotion, of which I 
fhallgive you an Account, but I muft firft acquaint you, that 
I was miltaken at the End of my laft Letter, when I faid the 
Road of FJuebec would be empty in three Days. A Ship from 
Marfeilles lies here ftill, and has found Means to be under SheI-» 
ter of the Ice, with which this River is covered. This is a 
Secret which may be of fome Ufe. It is good to have fome Re- 
fource againft any Accident that may happen. The Captain of 
this Ship weighed Anchor the 2 2d in the Evening, and after he 
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had made about a League, he anchored again to wait for fome 
of his Paffengers, who embarked in the Middle of the Night; 
He then gave Orders to prepare for failing as foon as the Tide 
fhould begin to fall, and went to Bed in pretty good Time. 
About Midnight they waked him, to let him know that the 
Veflel was filling with Water : They pumped, but to no Pur- 
pofe : The Water increafed continually, inftead of diminiih- 
ing. In fliort, every one began to think of faving himfelf, and 
it was Time. The laft were not yet afliore when the Ship dif- 
appeared. A Bark loaded with Merchandize from Montreal 
met with the fame Fate at the Lake St, Pierre, (St. Peter,) but 
liiey hope to get them both up again, when the fine Weather 
returns ; and they flatter themfelves that the greateflPart of the 

Loading of thefe two Veffels will not be loft, The Affair of 

the Ship of Marfeilles may have fome Confequences \ for the 
Captain fufpeds that fome Body play’d him a Trick. 

I now come to my Pilgrimage. Three Leagues from hence, 

J Defeription of North-Eaft, there is a little Village of 

Loretto. Chrijhan Hurons, whofe Chapel is built after 

the Model, and with alltheDimenfions, of the 
Santa Cafa of Italy, or the Houfe of Loretto ; from whence they 
fent to our new Converts an Image of the Virgin, like that which 
is in that celebrated Place. They could not well have chofen a 
wilder Place for this Mifiion : Neverthelefs, ’ the Concourfe here 
is very great ; and whether it be Fancy, Devotion, or Prejudice, 
or what you pleafe, many Perfons have allured me that they 
were feized upon their Arrival here with a fecret and holy Hor- 
ror, which they could not refift : But what makes a ftill 

greater ImprelTion, is the folid Piety of the Inhabitants of this 
Defart. 



They are Savages, but they retain nothing of their Birth and 
The 7.eal of the ^ut what is valuable ; that is to fay. 

Salvages. Simplicity and Freedom of the firft Age of 

^ the World, with the Addition of Grace; the 
Faith of the Patriarchs, a fincere Piety, that Reditude and Do- 
cility of Heart, which is the Charaderof Saints, an incredi- 
w Manners, a pure Chriftianity, on wliich the 

World has never breathed the contagious Air that corrupts it, 
and often Aftions of the moft heroic Virtue. Nothing is more 
affeding than to hear them fing in two Choirs, the Men on one 
bide, and the Women on the other, the Prayers of the Church, 
and Hymns in their own Language. Nothing is comparable to 
the Fen^our and Modefty which they make appear in all their 
hxercifes of Religion. I never faw any Perfon who was not 
touched With it to the Bottom of his Soul. 

This Village was formerly more populous ; but Difeafes, and 
iomething, I know not what, that reduces infenfibly to nothing 
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all the Nations of this Continent, have greatly diminifhed the 
Number of Inhabitants. The Age and Infirmities of fome of 
their antient Paflors had alfo made fome Breaches in their firft 
Fervour ; but it was not difficult to recover them ; and he that 
governs them at prefent, has nothing to do but to keep Things 
upon the Footing he found them. It is true, that they take all 
Manner of Precautions to hinder their falling off again. Strong 
Liquors, the moft common, and almoil the only Stumbling. 
Block, which makes the Savages fall, are forbid by a fbleinn 
Vow, the Tranfgreffion of which is punilhed with publick Pe- 
nance, as well as every other Fault which caufes Scandal ; and 
the fecond Offence generally fuffices to baniffi the Guilty, with- 
out Hope of Return, from a Place which ought to be the impene- 
trable Afylum of Piety and Innocence. Peace and Subordina- 
tion reign here intirely ; and the whole Village feems to make 
but one Family, regulated upon the pureft Maxims of the 
Gofpel. This. always furprizes every one who knows how far 
thefe People (and the Hurom cfpecially) do naturally carry Pride 
and the Spirit of Independence. 

The greateil, and perhaps the only Trouble of a Miffionary 
here, is to find Provision for his Flock. The Diflrid they poffefs, 
cannot fufficiently fupply them ; and there are good Reafons 
why they do not permit them to abandon it. — Monfieur and 
Madam Began were of our Pilgrimage, and were received by 
thefe good People with a Refpedt due to Perfons of their Rank, 
and who never let them want Neceffaries. After a Reeeption 
entirely military on the Part of the Warriors, and the Shouts of 
the Multitude, they began the Exercifes of Piety, which was 
mutually edifying : They were followed by a general Feaft, at 
the Expence of Madam Begon^ who received all the Honours of 
it. The Men, according to Cuftom, eat in one Houfe, and the 
Women and Children in another : I fay Houfe^ and not Cabin ; 
for thefe Savages are lately lodged after the French Manner. The 
Women on thefe Occafions ufed only to Ihevv their Gratitude by 
their Silence and Modelly ; but becaufe it was a Lady of the 
firft Rank that was then in the Colony, who treated the whole 
Village, they granted the Women an Orator, by whom 

they difplayed to their illuftrious Beliefadrefs all the Sentiments 
of their Hearts. As for the Men, after the Chief had made a 
Speech to the Intendant, they danced and fung as long as we 
pieafed. Nothing, Madam, is lefs diverting, than theffi Songs 
and Dances : Firft, all are feated upon the Earth like Apes, 
without any Order. From Time to 'I’ime a Man rifes up and 
comes forward llowly into the Midft of the Place, always 
keeping Time, as they fay, he turns his Head from Side to Side, 
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iings an Air, which is far from being melodious to any one but 
a vSavage born, and pronounces fome Words which have no great 
Meaning. Sometimes it is a Song of War, fometimes a Song of 
Death, Ibmetimes an Attack or a Surprize ; for as thefe People 
drink nothing but Water, they have no drinking Songs, and they 
have not yet thought of finging their Amours. Whilft they 
fmg, all the Company never ceafe to beat Time by drawing 
from the Bottom of their Breaft an He^ which never varies. The 
Connoiffeursfay they always keep Time exadUy. I refer it to them. 
When one has ended, another takes his Place : And this conti- 
nues till the AlTembly returns them Thanks ; which would foon 
happen, without a little Complaifance, which it is good to have 
for this People. It is in Fad a very tirefome and difagreeable 
Pvlufick, at leaft to judge by what I have heard. Throats of 
Iron, always in one Tone ; Airs which have always fomething 
fierce, or mournful. But their Voice is quite different when 
they fing at Church. As for the Women, their Voices have a 
furprizing Sweetnefs ; they have alfo a good deal of Tafte and 
Inclination forMufick. 



Upon thefe Occafions, the Speech is the bell Thing. They 
explain in few Words, and generally very ingenioufly, the Occa- 
fion of the Feail ; to which they never fail to give fome high 
Motives. The Praifes of the Founder are never forgotten ; and 
they take the Opportunity of the Prefence of fome Perfons 
(cipecially when they fpeak before the Governor-General or the 
Intendant) to afk ibnie Favour, or to make fome Reprefentation, 
1 he Orator of the Huronsj on that Day, faid fuch witty Things, 
that we fufpedled that the Interpreter (who was the Miflionary 
himfelf) had lent him his Wit and Politenels with his Voice ; 
but he protefted that he had added nothing of his own ; and we 
believed him, bccaufe he is known to be one of the mofj open 
andfincereMenin the World, (a) 

Before I had taken this little journey, I had made feveral Ex- 
curfions about this City ; but as the Earth was every where co- 
vered with Snow, five or fix Feet deep, I could thereby learn 
nothing of the Nature of the Soil ; but I have been over it 
formerly in all Seafons, and I can allure you that it is very rare 
to Lands more fruitful, or of a better Quality. I applied 
myfelf very diligently this Winter, to inform myfelf of theAd- 
vantages which might be made of this Colony, and I will com- 
municate to you the Fruit of my Labours. Canada does not 

enrich France ; this is a Complaint as old as the Country, and 
It is not without Foundation. It has no rich Inhabitants ; This 
is alfo true. Is this the Fault of the Country, oris it not owing 
alfo to tbefirft Settlers ? I fliall endeavour to nuke you able to 
decide this Point. 



( a) Father Peter-Dan, Picker. 
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The firfl Source of the ill Fortune of this C' untry, which is 



Advantage that can be drawn from a Colony, is the Increafe of 
Trade : And to accomplifh this, it requires People ; and thefc 
Peoplings muft be made by Degrees, fo that it will not appear 
in fuch a Kingdom as France : And that the two only Oujedls 
which prefented themfelves firft in Canada and Acadia, (I mean 
the Furs and the Fifliery,) required that thefe Countries fhould 
be peopled : If they had been fo, they had perhaps giv^n 
greater Returns to France, than Spain has drawn from the richell 
Provinces of the New World ; efpecially if they had added 
Ship-building : But the Luftre of the Gold and Silver which 
came from Mexico and Peru fo dazled the Eyes of all Europe, that 
a Country which did not produce thefe precious Metals, was 
looked upon as a bad Country. Let us hear upon this Subjeft a 
fenfible Author, who had been in thefe Places. 

The common Queftions they make (fays Mark Lefcai'hot ) 
are thefe : Is there any Gold or Silver ? And no Body a(ks, 
“ Are thefe People inclined to hear the Chriftian Doftrine ? 

And as to the Mines, there are fome indeed, but they mull be 
“ wrought with Induftry, Labour, and Patience. The fineft 
Mine^ that I know of, is that of Corn and Wine, and the 
breeding of Cattle. They who have this, have Money ; and 
“ we do not live upon Mines. The Sailors who go from, all 
Parts of Europe to get Filli at Nenjofoundland and beyond, eight 
or nine hundred Leagues diftant from their Country, find there 
good Mines, without breaking the Rocks, digging into the 
“ Bowels of the Earth, and living in the Darknefs of Hell. 
“ They find, I fay, good Mines at the Bottom of the Waters, 
“ and in the Trade of Fur and Skins, of which they make good 
Money. 

They not only gave Ne^vo France a very bad Name without 
Mijiaka that ‘I'o'e who thought to get 

made at the C" Meafures for this 



the Land without having firfl well examined it; They fowed it, 
and raifed Buildings upon it ; and then, without knowing why, 
they often abandoned it, and went to fbme other Place. This 
Inconllancy was the great Caufe of our lofing Acadia, and hin- 
dering us from making any Thing of it, whilfl we were in Pof- 
feflion of that fine Country. — The Author I have already cited, 
and who was a Witnefs of our Want of Refolution, was not 




honoured with the Name of France, was 




the Kingdom, that it had no Mines ; and 
they did not enough confider that the greateil 



Jirft Settlement, 



Purpofe. Firfl, they were a long Time be- 
fore they fettled upon a Place ; I'hey cleared 



afraid 
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afraid to blame thofe who were moft guilty in this Affair. “ It 
** is thus (fays he) that at all Times we make much 'ado about 
nothing, that we purfue new Enterprizes with great Heat, and 
“ that we^ project fine Beginnings, and then quit every Thing. 
“ In Reality, for fuch Undertakings there mult be a Subliftence 
“ and Support ; but we mult alfo have Men of Refolution, who 
“ will notfoon be dilheartened, and have this Point of Honour 
“ in View, Frdlory or Death, that Death being great and glorious 
which happens in executing a great Defign ; fuch as laying 
“ the Foundation of a New Kingdom, and eltablifliing the 
ChrtJHan Faith among People where GOD is not known.” 

I come now to Trade. The Trade of Ca 7 iada)\ 2 e^ been a 

long Time folely in the Filhery and Skins. The Cod Fifliery 
was carried on upon the Great Bank, and upon the Coalts of 
Nezvfoundland, a long Time before t^iey difeovered the River 
bf St, Laurence: They bethought themfelves too late, of 

making a Settlement upon the Ifland ; and we had fuffered 
the EngUp:7 to be before-hand with us. At length we took Pof- 
feffion of the Port and Bay of Placeiitia, The Militia of Ca- 
nada have performed here many warlike Exploits, equal to thofe 
of the boldeft Buccaneers of St, Domingo, They have often de^ 
ftroyed the Inhabitants, and ruined the Trade of the Englijh in 
this Ifland : But they who fuffered their ftrongell: Places to be 
tafily taken from them, knew their Enemy too well to be dif- 
heartened. Accuftomed to fee the Canadian I'iie break out 
amidftthe Northern Ice, and die away of itfelf in the Midft of 
what ought to have given it more Power, they behaved them- 
felves at the Approach of our Heroes like a fkilful Pilot upon 
the Approach of a Storm. l"hey prudently yielded to the 
Tempeft, and afterwards repaired without any Hindrance the 
Damage which had been done to their Ports ; and by this Con- 
du6ltho’ th^ were always beat in Nenjjfoundland, either when they 
attacked or defended themfelves, they have always carried on a 
much greater Trade than their Conquerors, and have at lafl re- 
mained the foie Marters and quiet PoflefTors of this Ifland. We 
have behaved rtill worfe in Acadia, This great and rich Province 
has been a long Time divided amongft divers private Perfons, 
none of which are grown rich, whilrt the EjigliJh have made an 
immenfe Profit of the Fifliery upon the Coarts. 

The Settlements which thefe Proprietors made here, not being 
upon a folid Foundation, and wanting themfelves Judgment, and 
ruining one another, they left the Country in much the fame 
Condition they found it ; and with fuch an ill Name, that it 
never recovered till the Moment we lofl it. But our Enemies have 
made us know the Value of it. 
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The Trade to which they confined themfelves folcly for i 



III ConduSi in 
RefpeS to the Skin 
T rade* 



long Time in Canada^ was tliat of Skins or 
Furs. It is impolTible to relate the Faults 
which have been here committed. The Ge- 
nius of our Nation never, perhaps, was 
fiiewn more than on this Occafion. When we difcovered this 
vaft Continent, it was full of Deer and other Beads of the 
Chace : But a Handful of Frenchmen have withiil a fingle Age 
found Means to make them almoft entirely difa^ear, and there 
are fome Species of them entirely deftroyed. They killed the 
Orignahy or Elks, for the lole Pleafure of killing them, and to 
fhew they were good Markfmen, No Body thought of inter- 
pofing the King’s Authority to put a Stop to fuch an extrava- 
gant Diforder : But the greateft Evil proceeded from the infa- 
tiable Covetoufnefs of private Perfons, who applied themfelves 
folely to this Trade. They came for the mod Part from France^ 
like Simonides ; that is to fay^ pofieffing only what they had 
upon their Backs ; and they were impatient to appear in a bet^i 
ter Condition. At firft, this was eafy ; The Savages did not 
know the Treafure their Woods contained, but by the Eagcr- 
nefs the French (hewed to get the Skins out of their Hands^ 
they got from them a prodigious Quantity^ by giving them 
Things which fome People would not pick up : And eveft (ince 
they have been better informed of the Value of this Merchan- 
dize, and expedled to be fomething better paid for it, it was very 
eafy for a long Time to fatisfy them at a fmall Expence: With a 
little Condud, this Trade might have been continued on upon 
a tolerably good Foundation. It would be difficult, however, to 
name a fingle Family, at this Time, that has been enriched by 
this Trade. We have feen fome Fortunes^ ai immenfe as fud-i 



den, raifed and difappear almoft at the fame Time \ like thofe 
moving Mountains of Sand which fome Travellers fpeak of, and 
which a Whirlwind raifes and levels again in the Plains of 
tica. Nothing is more common in this Country^ than to fee 
People fuffera languifhing old Age under Mifery and Contempt* 
after having had it in their Power to have made a handfortie 
Settlement for themfelves* 

After all. Madam, thefe private Perfofts who have 
making Fortunes which they did not deferve, would have been 
unworthy of the Public Concern, if the EfFeAs of it did hot 
fall upon the Colony ; which foon found itfelf reduced to fuch a 
State, as to fee entirely dried up, or running in another Channel* 
a Spring from whence fo many Riches might flow into its Bofom* 

Its Ruin begun by its Plenty. By Means of heaping up Bea- 
ver Skins, which were always the principal Objeft of this 
Trade, there was found fuch a vaft Quantity in the Magazines, 

F that 
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that they could not be difpofed of : Whence it happened, tlul 
the Dealers not being willing to take them, our Adventurers, 
whom they call here Osureurs de Boisj (Foreft Rangers) carried 
them to the Ejighjhy and many of them fettled in 7'ork, Se- 
veral Attempts were made to hinder thefe People from deferting 
the Colony, but with little Succefs ; on the contrary, thofe who 
went over to our Neighbours for the Sake of Intereil, were de- 
tained there by the b'ear of Punilhment ; and fome Vagabonds, 
who had taken a Liking to Independency, and a wandering- 
Life, remained among the Savages ; from whom they could not 
be diftinguilhed, but oy their Vices. Recourfe was had feveral 
Times to the publilhing of Pardon to all that would return ; 
which at firft had little EfFed ; but at length this Method, ma- 
naged with Prudence, anfwered the expefted End. 

They made Ufe of another Method, which was ftill more ef- 

nr J ^fid This was, to allow a Number of 

ihpii AhuCes * Perfons, w'hom they thought they could con- 
* fide in, to go and trade in the Countries of 

the Savages, and prohibit all other Perfons to go out of the Co- 
lony. ''1 he Number of thefe Licences were limited, and they 
were diftributed to poor Widows and Orphans, who could fell 
them to the Traders for more or Icfs, according to the Value of 
the Trade ; that tsy according to the Places where the Licences 
permitted them to go ; for they had taken the Precaution to 
mark out the Places, to hinder them from going all one Way. 

Befides thefe Licences, (the Number of which was fettled by 
the Court, and the Diftribution of which belongs to the Governor 
General) there are fome for the Commanders of Polls, and for 
extraordinary Occafions ; and the Governor gives fome alfo by 
Name oi fimple Pcrmijffions : So that a Part of the young Men are 
continually roving the Woods ; aqd though they do hot commit 
any longer, or at leaft fo openly, the Diforders w^hich have fo 
much difgraced this Profellion, yet they ftill contrail a loofe vagrant 
Habit, of which they are never entirely cured : They lofe at 
leaft an Inclination for Labour ; they wafte their Strength, and 
become incapable of the leaft Reftraint ; and when they are no 
longer able to bear the Fatigues of thefe Journies, (which foon 
happens, becaufe thefe Fatigues are very great) they remain 
without any^ Relburce, and are no longer fit for any Thing. 
From hence it proceeds, that Arts have been a long Time neg- 
lected, that much good-Land lies ftill uncultivated, and that the 
Cou^niry is not peopled. It has been often propofed to abolilh 
thefe pernicious Licences, and to make fome French Settlements 
in fome chofen Places, and where it would be eafy to aftemble 
the Savages, at leaft at certain Seafons of the Ywr. Bvthis 
Means the Trade would be rendered more.flourilhing. Thefe 

9 vaft 
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vaft Countries would be infenfibly peopled ; and this would 
perhaps be the only Means to execute what the Court has had 
fo long at Heart, to frenchify thefe Savages. I believe I may at 
lead alTert, that if this rrojed had oeen followed, Canada 
would have been at this Time much more populous than it is ; 
that the Savages, attradled and retained by the Help and kind 
Treatment they would have found in our Habitations, would 
have been lefs roving, lefs miferable, and in Confequence would 
have encreafed in Number, (inftead of which their Numbers 
are furprifingly diminifhed) and they would have been attached 
to us in fuch a Manner, that we might have made the like Ufe 
of them by this Time, as of the Subjedls of the Crown ; and 
the more fo, as the MilTionaries would have found much lefs 

Difficulty in their Converfion. What we now fee at Loretto^ 

and in fome Meafure amongft the Iroquois^ the Algonquhts, and 
the Abenaquis, who live in the Colony, leaves no Room to doubt 
of the Truth of what I advance ; and there is no Perfon amongft 
thofe who have been moft converfant with the Savages, who does 
not agree that we can never depend on thefe People till they are 
ChriJHans. I will cite no other Example than the Abenaquis ; 
who, though few in Number, were during the two laft Wars 
the principal Bulwark of Ne^ France againft Ne^ England^ 

This Projed, which I have laid before you, Madam, is as 
old as the Colony, it was that of M. de Champlain its Founder, 
and it was the Defire of almoft all the Miffionaries whom I have 
known, and whofe painful Labours in the Situation in which. 
Things have been a long while, do not produce any great Fruit 
in the Miffions which are at any Diftancc. It would be in Faft 
very late to take up this Defign now with Refpedl to the 
Savages, who difappear in fuch a Manner, as is fcarce conceiva- 
ble. But what Ihould hinder us from following it, with Refpeft 
to the French^ and to continue the Colony from one Neighbour- 
hood to another, till it can reach out a Hand to that of Loitijiana^ 
to ftrengthen each other. By this Means the Englijh in lefs 
than an Age and a half have peopled above five hundred 
Leagues of Country, and have formed a Power on this Con- 
tinent, which we cannot help beholding without Fear when we 

take a near View of it. Canada may and does fome-* 

times carry on a pretty confiderable Trade with the Iflesof Arne- 
ricGy in Flour, Planks, and other Wood fit for Buildings ; as there 
is not perhaps a Country in the World that has more Variety of 
Wood, nor a better Sort: Judge what Riches this may one Day 
produce. It appears that few People underftand this Article ; Ido 
not underftand it enough my felf to enter into a more particular Ac- 
count : I have fomethingmoreKnowledgeinthe Article of Oils, of 
which I fhallfoon take Notice. Being inHafte to finifhmy Letter, I 

F 2 have 
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have only Tiijie to compleat what concerns the Tride in ge- 
neral. 

Nothing has more contributed to dilirefs the T rade than the fre- 
j. . ^ qviciit Changes which have been made in the 

• ^oney ; this is the Hiflory of it in few 

%it e aney. Words. In 1670, the WcJft-lndia Company, 
to whom the ^ing had given the Domain of the Iflands of the 
Co»tinc^!it of Frmch Armrica^ had leave to fend to thefe lilands 
a hundred thoufand LIvres (a) in fmall Money, marked with a 

S articular Legend, that was proper to it. The King's Edifi is 
ited in February^ by which this Species was to be current only 
in the Iflands. But upon fome Difficulties which arofe, the 
Council made an Order No*uember 18, that the faid Mo- 

ney, and all other Species that was current in France^ fliould 
pafs alfo, not onl^ in the French Iflands, but alfo on the Conti- 
nent of America fubjedt to the Crown, with an Augmentation of 
Cne fourth Part; that istofay^ the Pieces of fifteen Sous for 
twenty, and the reft in Proportion. The fame Order decreed 
that all Contrails, Notes, Accounts, Sales, and Payments, fliould 
be made according to the Rate of the Money, without making Ufe 
of Exchanges, or accounting in Sugar or other Merchandize, on 
the Penalty of making all fuch A6is void. And for all paft it was 
ordered, that all Contrafts, Notes, Debts, Dues, Rents in 
Sugar, or other Merchandize, fliould be paid in Money, ac- 
cording to the Currency of the faid Species. In the Execution 
of this Order, Money encreafed one fourth in France^ which 
foon occafioned many Difficulties. In Fad, M. de Champigny 
Norcyy who was made Indendant of ^ebec in 1684, and who is 
now Intendac* at Ha^jre-de^Gracey found him felf foon embarrafled, 
both in the Payment of the Troops, and other Expences of the 
King in this Colony. 

Befitlts this, the Funds which were fent from France, almoft 
always carnctoo late j and by the firft oi Ja?iuary tlie Officers and 
Soldiers were to be paid, and other Payments to be made, which 
were equally indifpenfable. To fatisfy the moft prefiing De- 
mands, M. de CLampigry made Notes to fupply the Place of Mo- 
ney, obferving always Jie Augmentation. And by Order of the 
Governor and the Intendant, they fet on every Piece of this Mo-i 
ney (which was a Card) the Treafurer's Sign Manual, the Arms of 
France, and the Seals cf the Governor and Intendant in Wax; they 
^terwards got them printed in France, on Pafteboard, with the 
fame Marks as the current Money of the Kingdom ; and it was 
ordered that they fliould be prefen ted every Year before the 
Count f’t Frajice, to add a Mark, to prevent 



(a) K Uvre is about is. 8d. cf our Money. 



This 



Cx 






^Travels in North America. 37 

■This Pafteboard Money did not laft long, and they made Ufe 
again of Cards, on which they graved new Devices. The 
lotendant iigned all that were of four Livres- Value and above, 
and only made a Flouriih upon the others. In latter Times 
the Governor General figned all that were of fix l^ivres or 
more. In the Beginning of the Autumn, all the Cards were car- 
ried to the Treamrer, who gave for their Value Bills of Ex- 
change upon the Treafurer General of the Marines, or his 
Clerk at Rochforty on the Account of the Expences for the next 
Year. Thofe which were damaged or defaced were burnt, after they 
had taken a proper Account of them. So long as thefe Bills of Ex- 
change were faithfully paid, thefe Cards were preferred to Money ; 
but when the Bills were not paid, the Cards were no longer carried 
to the Treafurer ; fo that in 1702, M. de Champigny gave him- 
felf a great deal of Pains to no Purpofe, to call in thole he had 
made. His SucceiTors were obliged to make new oiies every 
Year to pay Oificers, which multiplied them to fuch a Degree, 
that they fell to no Price, and nobody would receive them any 
longer. Trade was hereby entirely ruined, and the Diforder 
went fo far, that in 1713 the Inhabitants propofed to iofe half, 
on Condition that the King would take them again and pay the 
other half : This Propofal was accepted the Year following, but 
the Orders given in Confequence, were not entirely executed 
till 1717. An Order was then made to abolilh the Money of 
Cards, and they begun to pay in Silver the Officers of the Co- 
lony. The Augmentation of one fourth was alfo abolifhed at 
the fame Time : Experience having made it appear that the 
Augmentation of the Species in a Colony^ is not the Way to 
keep it in it, which was the Thing propofed ; and that Mo- 
ney can never circulate greatly in a Colony, but when they pay 
in Merchandize for all they have from the Mother Country. In 
Fa£l, in this Cafe, the Colony keeps the Species, inilead,of which, 
if it has not Merchandize fuiiicient to anfwer the whole Demands 
upon it, it is obliged to pay the Surplus in Money, and hew 
will it come back again ? 

In ihort. Madam, you will be furprized to hear, that in 
the Trade of the oldeft of our Colonies was carried on with a 
Fund of only fix hundred and fifty thoufand Livres, andThingsare 
not much changed fince that 'Fime. Now this Sum difperfed 
amonglt thirty tlioufiind Inhabitants, cannot fet them at their 
Eafe, nor afford them Means to purchafe the Merchandize of 
France. So the greateft Part of them go naked, cfpecially tiiofe 
who are in the diftant Settlements. They do not even fell' the 
Surplus of their Merchandize to the Inhabitants of the Towns, 
becaufe the latter are obliged for a Subfillence to have Lands 
in the Country, and to improve them themfdves. 
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When the Kin^ took Canada out of the Hands of the Compa- 
nies, his MajeftyYpent much more for fome Years than he has 
done fi nee ; and the Colony, during this Time, fent to France 
near the Value of a Million of Livres in Beaver Skins every Year, 
tho’ it was lefs peopled than it is now : But it has always had 
more from France than it could pay, and has adted like a private 
PeHon, who has thirty thoufand Livres a Year Eftate, and who 
fpends forty thoufand or more. By this Means its Credit is 
fallen, and in falling, has brought on the Ruin of its Trade; 
which, fince the Year 1706, has confided in nothing more than 
fmall Peltry. All the Dealers fought for them, and this was their 
Ruin, becaufe they often bougl^ them dearer of the Savages, 
than they fold them in France. 

1 a 7 jiy &c. 



LETTER IV. 



Of the Beavers c/'Canada, honxj they differ from the Beavers of 
Europe; Of their Manner of Building: fhe Manner of hunting the 
Beavers; Of the Advantage to be made of thc7n. O/'/^ Musk Rat. 

Madam, Quebec, i. 

I Was to go from hcncc a Day or two after I had clofed my lad 
Letter, but I mud dill dop for Want of Carriage. The bed 
1 can do in the mean Time, is to entertain you with the Curiofi- 
tlcs of this Country ; and I begin with what is mod fingular, 
that is, the Beaver. The Spoils of this Animal has hitherto 
furnifhed France with the principal Objedl of its Trade. It 
is of itfelf one of the Wonders of Nature, and it may be to Man 
a great Example of Forefight, of Indudry, Skill, and Condancy 
in Labour. 

The Beaver was not unknown in France before the Difeovery 
^ of America^ and we find in fome ancient Writ- 

The Difference Hatters of Paris, fome Regula- 

of the Beaver of making Beaver Hats: ''I'he Beaver or 

Canada,/; Cador is entirely the fame Creature; but 
^Europe. either that the European Beaver is become ex- 

treamly fcarce, or its Fur was not fo good as that of the Anieri^ 
can Cador, we hear little Mention now but of the lad, unlefs it 
be with Refpedl to Caftoreum, of which I fhall fay a few Words 
at the End of this Letter. I do not know that any Author has 
fpoken of this Animal as being an)j Thing curious ; perhaps it 
was for Want of obferving it attentively ; perhaps alfo that the 
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tors or Beavers of are like the Land Caftors, the Dif 
?nderftand'''^‘‘'^ ^ prefently make you 

However that maybe. Madam, the Beaver of Cw^ is an 
Of the Fur cf amphibious Quadrupede, which cannot how- 
the Beawr. ever remain a long Time in the Water, and 

can do without being in it, provided it has th,. 
Opportunity of walking itfelf fometimes : The largeft Beavers 
are fomethmg under four Feet long, about fifteen Inches from 
one Hip to the other, and weigh about fixty Pounds. The 
Colour of this Animal is dilmrent, according to the dif- 
ferent Climates where it is found. In the rnoft diftant Parts 
of the North they ^e generally quite black, though fome- 
times they are found there white. In the more temperate 
Countries they are brown, and by Degrees, as they ad- 
vance towards the South, their Colour grows more and^more 
the they are almoft of a fallow Colour 

and fome have been found of a ftraw Colour. It it further ob ' 

of ‘r ^ ^ furnilhed with 

f pff 1 **'^*"' lefs valuable. This is 

u EfFea of I rovidence, which defends them from the Cold, as 
they are the more expofed to- it. Their Fur is of two Sort7alI 

Zn but one Sort very 

lliort. The lonpll Sort is about eight or ten Lines, or Parts of 

an Inen long, fuppofe an Inch to be divided into t^elv^plrtf 
It IS even two Inches long on the Back, but diminilhes bv 
Degrees towards the Head and Tail. This Fur is fUff anS 
glolTy, and is what gives the Colour to the Creature. Upon view- 
ng It with a Microlcope, the middle Part of it is found to L 
The proves that it is hollow; this Fur is of no Ufe 

The other Fur IS a very fine Down, very thick, and at moft not 
above an Inch long, and this is what is made Ufe of. It was 
formerly called in Europe, Mufeo^y Wool. This is properly dm 
Uoathing of the Beaver, the lirtt fervCs him only for^ OrLment 
and perhaps helps him in fwimming. rnaraent. 

They fay that the Beaver lives from fifteen to twenty Years - 
An Anatomical ^ ^ Female goes four Months with Yonnp* 
and has commonly four Young ones ; fome 
Fravellers makethe Number amount to ei^ht 
but I believe this feldom happens ; She hrs 
f i great Peftoral Mufcle, between the 

fecond and third Ribs, and two about four Inches higher Tho 
Mufdesofthis Animal are very ftrong, and big-rer^than fecirs 
nccelTar); to us Size. Its Inteftines Sn the commry are veTv 
tender ; its Bones are very hard, its two Jaws, which are almoll 

Teeth, two cutting ones and eight Grinders. The uppercu?- 



De/cription of this 
Animal, 

four Dugs, two 
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ting Teeth are two Inches and a half long, the lower are above 
three Inches, and follow the Bend of the Jaw, which gives them 
a Strength which is admirable in fuch little Animals. It is ob- 
ferved alfo, that the two Jaws do not meet exaftly, but that the 
upper reach over the lower, fo that they crofs like the Edges of 
a Pair of Sciflars ; and laflly, that the Length of all their Teeth 
is exactly the third Part of the Roots of them. The Head of a 
Beaver is nearly like the Head of a Field Rat, the Snout is 
fomewhat long, the Eyes little, the Ears (hort and round, cover- 
ed with Down on the Outfide, and naked within ; its Legs are 
iliort, particularly thofe before, they are feldom above four or 
£ve Inches long, and like thofe of a Badger ; its Nails are as it 
were cut Hoping, and are hollow like a Quill. The hind Legs 
are quite different, they are flat, and furnilhed with a Mem- 
brane ; fo that the Beaver goes but flowly on Land, but fwims 
as eafily as any other Water Animal : And on the other Hand, 
by its Tail, it is entirely a Fifh ; and fo it has been declared by 
the College of Phyfleians at Farisy and in Confequence of this 
Declaration, the Do6lors of Divinity have agreed, that the Flefli 
might be eaten on Fall Days. M. Lemery was miftaken, when 
he faid that this Decifion was only confined to the Tail of the 
Beaver. It is true that we can make but little Advantage of this 
Condefeenfion : The Beavers are fo far from our Habitations at 
prefent, it is rare to have any that are eatable. The Savages 
who dwell amongft us, keep them after they have been dryed 
in the Smoak, and I affure you. Madam, that I know of nothing 
more ordinary. We muft alfo, when the Beaver is frefli, put it in 
fome Broth to make itlofeawild and nanfeous Tafte; but with this 
Precaution there is no Meat lighter, more dainty, or wholfome : 
They fay that it is as nourilhing as Veal : Boiled it wants 
fomething to give it a Reliflii but roafted it it wants nothing. 

What is ftiil mofl remarkable in the Shape of this Animal, is 
the Tail. It is near four Inches round at its Root, five in the 
midfl, and three at the End, (I fpeak always of the large 
Beavers) it is an Inch thick, and a Foot long. Its Subftance is 
is a hard Fat, or a tender Sinew, which pretty much refembles 
the Flefh of a Porpoife, but which grows harder upon being 
kept a long Time. It is covered with a fcaly Skin, the Scales 
of which are hexagonal, half a Line thick, and three or four 
Lines long, which lay one upon another like thofe of a Fifh ; 
they lay upon a very tender bkin, and are fixt in fuch a Man- 
ner, that they may be eafily feparated after the Death of the 
Animal. This is. Madam, in few W’ords, the Defeription of 
this curious amphibious Creature, 
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The true Tefticles of this Animal were not known to the 



Caftoreuniy which are very different, and four in Number, in the 
lower Belly of the Beaver. The two firft, which they call the 
upper, becaufe they are higher than the others, have the Shape 
of a Pear, and communicate with each other like the two 
Pockets of a Wallet. The two others, which are called the 
lower, are rounded at the Bottom. Thefe contain arefinous, fdft, 
glewy Matter, mixt with fmall Fibres, of a greyifh Colour 
without, and a yellowifli within ; of a llrong Smell, difagreea- 
ble and penetrating, and which is eafily inflammable. This is 
the true Caftoreum : It grows hard in the Air in a Month’s 
Time, and becomes brown, brittle, and friable. If we are in a 
hurry to harden it, it need only be hung in the Chimney, 

They fay that the Caftoreum which comes from Danizicy is 
better than that of Cauac/a, 1 refer to the Druggifts ; it is cer- 
tain that the Bags of the latter are fmaller, and that here alfo 
the largeft are efleemed. Befides their Bignefs, they fhould be 
heavy, of a brown Colour, of a penetrating and ftrong Smell, 
full of a hard brittle and friable Matter, of the fame Colour, or 
yellow, interweaved with a thin Membrane, and of a lharp Tafle. 
The Properties of Caftoreumy are to attenuate vifcous Matter, to 
ftrengthen the Brain, to remove Vapours, to provoke the Menfes, 
to hinder Corruption, and to evaporate bad Humours by Tranl- 
piration ; it is ufed alfo with Succcfs againfl: the Epilepfy, the 
Palfy, the Apoplexy, and Deafnefs. 

The lower Bags contain an unduous fat Liquor like Honey. Its 
Colour is apale Yellow, its Odour fetid, little differing from that 
of Caftoreumy butfomething weaker and fainter. It thickens with 
keeping, and takes the Confiftence of Tallow. This Liquor is 
refolving, and flrengthens the Nerves ; for this Purpofe, it need 
only be applied to the Part affeded. It is a Miftake to fay, as 
fome Authors do fti II, upon the Credit of the ancient Natura- 
lifls, that when the Beaver is purfued, it bites off thefe pretended 
Tefticles, and leaves them to the Hunters to fave his Life. It is of 
his Fur which he ought rather to deprive himfelf, for in Compa- 
rifon of his Fleece, the reft is hardly of any Value. But how- 
ever, it is this P'able, which has given it the Name of Caftor. The 
Skin of this Animal, deprived of its Fur, is not to be negleded ; 
they make Gloves and Stockings of it ; but as it is diflicult to 
get off all the Fur without cutting the Skin, they feldom ufe 
any but thofe of the Land Beaver. You have heard, perhaps. 
Madam, of the fat and dry Beaver Skins ; the Difference is this, 
the dry Skin is the Skin of a Beaver that has never been uied ; 
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the Caf- probably, becaufe they are very 

'' fmall, and hid under the Groin. They had 
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the fat Skin is what has been worn by the Savages, which, after 
they have been Well fcraped within, and rubbed with the Marrow 
of certain Animals which I do not know, to make it more* plia- 
blcj they few feveral together, and make a Kind of Mantle, 
which they call a Robe, with which they wrap tliemfelves up 
with the Fur inwards. They wear it continually in Winter^ 
Day and Night 5 the long Hair foon falls off, and the Down re- 
mains, and grows greafy : In this Condition it is much fitter for 
the’Ufe of the Hatters ; they cannot not even ufe the dry Sort, 
without mixing fome of the other with it. They fay that it mull 
be w'orn fifteen or fixteen Months to be in Perfeflion. I leave 
you to judge, if at firft they were weak enough to let the Savages 
know, that their old Clothes were fuch a precious Merchandize. 
But a Secret of this Nature, could not be long hid from them; 
it was trailed to Covetoufnefs, which is never long without be- 
traying itfelf. 

About three Years ago one Guiguesy who had the Farm of 
A 1 nr r Beaver Skins, finding himfelf burdened 
, ^ with a prodigious Quantity of thefe Skins, 

/ e ea ^c / . thought to encreafe the Confiimption, by hav- 

ing the Fur'fpun and carded with Wool; and with this Compo- 
fition he made Cloths and Flannels, and wove Stockings, and 
fuch-like Works, but with little Succefs. 

It is evident by this Tryal, that the Beaver Fur is good for 
nothing but to make Hats. It is too Ihort to be fpun alone, it 
mud be mixt with above half Wool; fo that there is but little 
Profit to be made of thefe Works. There is, however, dill one 
of thefe Manufa£lures in Hollandy where they make Cloths and 
Druggets ; but thefe Stuffs are dear, and do not wear well. The 
Beaver Fur feparates foon, and forms a Kind of Down upon the 
Surface, which takes off all their Beauty. The Stockings which 
were made of it in Francey had the fame Fault. 

This is. Madam, all the Advantage this Colony can receive 
cr/.« r., Beavers, with Refpedl to its Trade. 
7 Indudry of the Beavers, their Forefight, 

the Unity and Subordination fo much admir- 
ed in them, their Attention to procure them- 
felves Conveniencies,the Comforts of which, we thought former- 
ly Brutes were not fenfible of, furnifh to Man more Indru6lion 
than the Ant, to which the Holv Scriptures^ fend the Idle. They 
are at lead amongd Quadrupeocs, what the Bees are amongd 
dying Infeds. I never heard that they had a King or a Queen, 
and it is not true that when they are at work together in Com- 
panies, that they have a Chief who commands and punilhes 
the idle : But by V irtue of that Indind given to Animals, by him 
whofe Pro\ddence governs them, everyone knows what he has 

to 
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to do, and every Thing is done without Confullon, and with fo 



much Order as can never be fulftciently admired. Perhaps, after 
all, w6 are fo much altonilhed but for Want of looking, up to that 
Supreme Intelligence, who makes Ufe of thefc Beings, who 
want Reafon, the better to difplay his Wifdom and Power, and 
to makes us know that our Reafon itfelf is frequently, by our 
Prefumption, the Caufe of our going aftray. 

The firft Thing that is done hy thefe Creatures, when they want 
to make a Habitation, is, to aflemblc themfelves : Shall 1 fay in 
Tribes or Societies ? It (hall be what you pleafe : But there are 
fometimes three or four hundred together, making a Town, which 
might be called a little Venice, (a) At firft they chufe a Place were 
they may find Plenty of Provifions, and Materials for their build- 
ing : Above all, they muft have Water. If there is no Lake 
or Pond near, they fupply the Defect, by ftopping the Oourfe 
of fome Brook Or Rivulet, by the Means of a Dyke y or, as they 
call it here, a Caufey. For this End they go and cut down fome 



tranfported by Land as by Water. They have nothing , to do 
after, but to roll thefe Pieces into the Water, and guide them 
to the Place where they are to be fixed. Thefe Pieces are thicker 
or thinner, longer or Ihorter, as the Nature and Situation of the 
Place require; for one would fay that thefe. Arc hi lefts conceive at 
once every Thing that relates to their Defign. Sometimes they 



other, and interweave with fmall Branches ; and everywhere the 
hollow Spaces are filled up with Clay fo well applied, that not 
a Drop of Water can pafs through. It is with tlieir Paws that 
the Beavers prepare the Clay ; and their Tail does not only 
ferve them for a Trowel to build with, but for a Hod to carry 
this Mortar. To place and fpread this Clay, they firft make 
Ufe of their Paws, then their Tail. The Foundation of the 
Dams are generally ten or twelve Feet thick ; but they decreafe 
in Thicknefs upwards ; So that a Dam which is twelve Feet 
thick at the Bottom, is not above two at the Top.' All this is 
done in exaft Proportion, and, as one may fay, according to the 
Rules of Art; for it is obferved, that the Side towards the Cur- 

(fi) The City of Venice is built in the midft of Waters, 
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Trees above the Place where they intend to build : Three or 
four Beavers fet themfelves about a great Tree, and cut it down 
with their Teeth. This is not ail : They take their Meafures 
fo well, that it always falls on the Side towards the Water, that 
they may have the lefs Way to carry it when they have cut it 
to Pieces ; as they are fenfible their Materials are not fo eafily 
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employ large Trunks of I'rees, which they lay flat ; Sometimes 
the Caufey is made only of Stakes ; fome as thick as a Man’s 
Thigh, or lefs ; which they drive into the Earth very near each 
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rent of the Water is always floping, in order to break the Pref- 
lure of the Water, and the other Side perfedlly perpendicular. 
In a Word, it would be difficult for our beft Workmen to make 
any Thing more folid and regular. The Conftrudion of their 
Cabins is not lefs wonderful. They are generally made upon 
Piles in the midft of thefe little Lakes, which the Dykes have 
made : Sometimes by the Side of a River, or at the Extremity 
of a Point that advances into the Water. Their Shape is round 
or oval ; and the Roof is arched. The Walls are two Feet thick, 
built with the fame Materials as the Caufey, but lefs, and every 
where fo well plaiftered with Clay on the Infide, that the lealt 
Breath of Air cannot enter. Two thirds of the Building is out 
of the Water, and in this Part every Beaver has a feparate Place, 
which he takes Care to ftrew with Leaves, or fmall Branches of 
Firs. It is always free from Ordure ; and for this End, befides 
the common Door of the Cabin, and another Outlet by which 
thefe Creatures pafs to bathe themfelves, there are feveral Open- 
ings by which they can dung into the Water. The common Ca- 
bins lodge eight or ten Beavers, fome have been found which 
held thirty, but this is uncommon. They are all near enough 
each other, to have an eafy Communication. 

The Beavers are never furprized by the Winter; all the 

Their F or epphi. J mention, are finifhed by the End of 

^ September, and then every one provides his 
Store for the Winter. Whilll they go backwards and forwards 
in the Woods or Fields, they live upon Fruits, the Bark and 
Leaves of Trees; they alfo catch Cray- Fiih and other Fiffi: 
Then they have Variety of Food. But when they are to pro- 
vide themfelves for the whole Seafon, that the Earth being co- 
vered with Snow fupplie them with nothing, they content 
themfelves with foft Wooe s, fuch as the Poplar and the Afpen, 
and fuch-like. They >pile it up in fuch a Manner, that they 
can always take thofe Pieces which are foaked in the Water. It 
is always obferved, that thefe Piles arc larger or fmaller, as the 
Winter wall prove longer or Ihorter ; and this is an Almanack 
for the Savages, which never deceives them in Regard to the 
Cold. The Beavers before they eat the Wood, cut it in very 
fmall Pieces, and carry it into their feparate Lodges ; for every 
Cabin has but one Magazine for all the Family. When the melt- 
ir^ of the Snow is at its Height, as it never fails to caufe great 
Floods, the Beavers leave their Cabins, which are no longer 
habitable, and every one takes which Way he likes beft. The 
Feniales return as foon as the Waters are run off, and then bring 
f? u ~ Country till towards 

u re-afiemble to repair the Breaches 

Which the Floods have made in their Cabins or Dykes. If they 

have 
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have been deftroyed by the Hunters, or if they are not worth 
the Trouble of repairing, they make others : But many Rea- 
fons oblige them to change their Abode frequently, the moil 
common is the Want of Provifion ; they are alfo obliged to do 
it by the Hunters, or Bealls of Prey, againft which they have 
no other Defence than Flight. We might think it llrange, that 
the Author of Nature has given lefs Power of Defence to the 
greatell Part of ufeful Animals, than to thofc which are riot ufe- 
ful ; if this Circumllance did not the more difplay his Wifdom 
and Power, in that the former, notwithllanding their Weaknefs, 
multiply much more than the latter. 

There are fome Places which the Beavers feem to have taken 
fuch an Affeftion to, that they cannot leave them, though they 
are continually difquieted. In the Way from Montreal to Lake 
Huron, by the great River, they never fail to find every Year in 
the fame Place, a Lodgment which thefe Animals build or repair 
every Summer. For the firft Thing PafTengers do who pafs this 
Way, is to break down the Cabin, and the Caufey which furnilhes 
it with Water. If this Caufey had not kept up the Water, they 
would not have enough to continue their Way, and they would 
be obliged to make a Portage ; fo that it looks as if thefe offi- 
cious Beavers polled themfelves here folely for the Convenience 
of PafTengers. The fame Thing, as they fay, is to be feen near 
^ebety where the Beavers labouring for themfelves, fupply Wa- 
ter to a Mill for fawing Planks. 

The Savages were formerly perfuaded, if we believe fome 
nr fhp 7 an// Relations, that the Beavers were a reafonable 
Beavers Kind of Creatures, which had their Laws, their 

Government, and their particular Language : 
That this amphibious People chofe Commanders, wffio in their 
common Labours appointed to every one his Talk, placed Cen- 
tinels to give Notice of the Approach of an Enemy, and pu- 
nilhed or baniffied the idle, Thefe pretended Exiles are pro- 
bably thofe which they call the Land Beavers, which in Fa6l 
live apart from the others, do not labour, and live under 
Ground, where their whole Care is to make themfelves a co- 
vered Way to go to the Water. They are known by the little 
Fur they have upon their Backs, which proceeds no doubt from 
their rubbing it conllantly againft the Earth ; and withal they 
are lean, the Effed of their Sloth : More of thefe are found in 
the South than in the North. I have already obfenTd, that 
our Beavers of Europe are more like thefe, than the others. In 
Fad, M. Lemery fays, they live in Holes and Cavities on the 
Banks of Rivers, efpecially in Poland, There are fome alfo in 
Germany upon the Elbe, and in France upon the R/jone, the J/erCy 
and the Oife. It is certain, that we do not find in the European 

Beavers 
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Beavers thofe extraordinary Qualities which fo much diftinguiih 
thofeof Canada. *’Tis a great Pity, Madam, that none of thefe 
wonderful Creatures were found in the Tyhevy or in the Territo- 
ries of ParnaJJus, what fine I'hings would the Greek and Roman 
Poets have faid on this Subjedl. 

It appears that the Savages of Canada did not diflurb them 
♦rreatly till our Arrival in their Country. The Skins of the 
Beavers were not the moll ufed by thefe People for Garments, 
and the Fleili of Bears, Elks, and other wdld , Creatures was 
more approved by them. They hunted them, neverthelefs, and 
this Chace had its Seafon, and its peculiar Ceremonies ; bat 
when they hunted only for what was merely necelTary for a pre- 
fent Supply, they made no great Ravages ; and indeed when we 
came to Ca'nada, we found a prodigious Number of thefe am- 
phibious Creatures in the Country. 

There is no Difficulty in hunting the Beaver, for this Animal 
^ , has not in any Degree the Strength to defend 

f mining t e Skill to Ihun the Attacks of 

his Enemy, which it difeovers in providing 
for itfelf Lodging and Provifions. It is during Winter they 
make War againft him in Form that is'io/ay, from the Begin- 
ning of No'vember till April. Then it has, like all other Ani- 
mals, more Fur, and the Skin is thinner; this hunting is per- 
formed four different Ways, with Nets, with the Gun, the 
Trench, and the Trap ; the firll is generally joined to the 
third, and they fcldom make Ufe of the fecond, becaufe the 
Ryes of this little Animal are fo piercing, and his Ears are fo 
tjuick, that it is difficult to approach near enough to Ihoot him, 
before he gets into the Water, which he never goes far from 
during this Seafon, and into which he immediately plunges. 
They would lofe him alfo if he were wounded before he gets 
into the Water, becaufe he never comes up again if he dies of 
his Wound ; it is therefore the Trench or the Trap that are ge- 
nerally ufed. 

Though the Beavers have made their Provifion for the Win- 
ter, they Hill continue to make fome' Excurfions into the Woods 
to find fome frellier and tenderer Food, and this Daintinefs colls 
many their Lives. The Savages fet up Traps in their Way, 
made almoft like a Figure of 4, and for a Bait they put little 
Pieces of foft Food newly cut ; as foon as the Beaver touches it, 
a great Log falls upon him and breaks his' Back, and the Hun- 
ter coming up makes an End of him without any Trouble. 
The Trench requires more Caution, and they proceed in this 
Manner : W''hen the Ice is but half a Foot thick, they cut an 
Opening with an Ax, the Beavers come here to breathe more 
froely ; the Hunters wait for them, and perceive them coming 

at 
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at a go6d Dillance, becaufe in blowing they give a confiderablc 
Motion to the Water; fo that it is eafy to take their Meafures 
to kill them as foon as they appear above Water: But for the 
greater Certainty, and not to be feen by the Beavers, they throw 
upon the Hole which they make in the Ice fome broken Reeds 
or Stalks of Indian Wheat, and when they find that the Ani- 
mal is within Reach, they feize him by one of his Paws, and 
throw him upon the Ice, where they knock him on the Head 
before he has recovered of his Surprize. 

If the Cabin is near fome Rivulet, they are taken with lefs 
Trouble, they make a Cut acrofs the Ice to let down their Nets, 
th^n they go and break down the Cabin. The Beavers that arc 
in it never fail to run into the Rivulet, and are caught in the Net, 
but they muft not be left there long, for they would foon make 
their Way out by gnawing it. Thofe which have their Cabins 
in the Lakes have, at three or four hundred Paces from the 
Shore, a Kind of Country-houfe, where they may breathe a bet- 
ter Air : Then the Hunters divide themfelvcs in two Parties, 
one goes to break down the Country Cabin, ^nd the other Party 
falls upon that of the Lake ; the Beavers which are in the latter 
(and the Hunters take the Time when they are all there) fly for 
Refuge to the other; but they find nothing there but Duft, 
which has been thown in on Purpofe, and which blinds them 
fo that they are eafily taken. Laftly, in fome Places, they 
make a Breach in the Caufey ; by this Means the Beavers 
foon find themfelves aground, and without Defence, or elfe they 
immediately run to remedy the Evil of which they do not know 
the Authors, and as they are well prepared to receive them, 
the Beavers feldom efcape, or at leafl: fome of them are taken. 
There are fome other Particularities of the Beavers which 
D • ; I Memoirs, the Truth of which 

Eome Parti^la- j warrant. They pretend, that when 

Titles of this Lrea- Animals have difeovered any Hunters, 

or any of thofe Beads that prey upon them, 
they dive, flriking the V/ater with their Tail, with fuch a great 
Noife, that they may be heard half a League ofl : This is pro- 
bably to give Notice to the reft to be upon their Guard. They 
fay alfo that they have the Senfe of fmelling fo exquifite, that 
being in the Water they fmcll a Canoe at a great Diftance, But 
they add, that they only fee Side-ways like a Hare, and that 
through this Defe<^ they often fall into the Hands of the Hun- 
ter whom they feek to fliun. And laftly they affirm, that when a 
Beaver has loft his Mate, they never couple again with another, as 
is reported of the Turtle Dove. The Savages take great Care to 
hinder their Dogs from touching the Bones of the Beaver, becaufe 
they are fo hard they would fpoil their Teeth ; they fay the fame 
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Thing of the Bones of the Porcupine- The Generality of the 
Savages give another Reafon for this ; it is, they fay, not to 
enrage the Spirits of thefe Animals, which would hinder at an- 
other Time the Chace from being fuccefsful. For the reft. Ma- 
dam, I wonder they have not tried to tranfport fome of thefe 
wonderful Creatures into France ; we have Places enough where 
they might find Food enough, and Materials for building, and 
1 believe they would multiply there prefently. 

We have here alfo a little Animal much of the fame Nature 
Beaver, which in many Refpe6ls feems 
f e i uj to be a fmaller Species, and is called the 

^ * Mujk Rat, It has, in Fad, almoft all the 

Properties of the Beaver, the Shape of the Body, and efpecially 
of the Head of both, is fo alike, that one would take the Mufk 
Rat for a little Beaver, if his I'ail was cut off, which is almoft 
like that of our Rats ; and if its Tefticles were taken away, which 
contain a moft exquifite Mulk. This Animal, which weighs about 
four Pounds, is much like that which Mr. Ray defcribes under 
the Name of Mus Alpinus, It takes the Field in the Month of 
March, and its Food is then fome Bits of Wood, which it peals 
before eating them. After the Snows are melted, it lives upon 
the Roots of Nettles, then on the Stalks and Leaves of this 
Plant. In Summer it feeds moftly on Rafberries and Straw- 
berries, and afterwards on other autumnal Fruits. During this 
Seafon, the Male is feldom feen without the Female : When 
Winter begins they feparate, and each goes to find a Lodging 
in fome Hole, or the Hollow of a Tree, without any Provifions ; 
and the Savages affirm that as long as the Cold lafts they eat 
nothing. 

They build alfo Cabins, fomething like thofe of the Beavers, 
but very far from being fo well built. As to their Situation, it 
is always by the Water Side, fo they have no Occafion to make 
any Dams. They fay that the Fur of the Mufk Rat may be 
mixt with that of the Beaver in making Hats, without any 
Prejudice to the Work. Its Flefh is not bad but in rutting 
Time; then it is not poffible to deprive it of a Mufkinefs, which 

is not fo pleafant to the Tafte as to the Smell I was very 

much inclined, Madam, to give you an Account of the other 
Chaces of the Savages, and of the Animals that are peculiar to 
this Country, but I muft defer it to another Opportunity. I am 
juft now informed that my Carriage is ready, and I am going 
to fet out. 



I am, &c. 



LE T. 
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LETTER V. 



A Journey from Quebec to Trois Rivieres (the Three Rivers : ) 
Hovj they go Poft upon the Snovj, Of the Lordjhips cr Manors ^f 
New France. c/'Beckancourt. The Tradition 

in regard to the Name of the River Puante (the Stinking River,) 
A Drfcription of Tkois Rivieres. A Continuation of the feveraJ 
Huntings of the Savages, 



Madam, 



Trois Rivieres, March 6, 



I Arrived Yefterday in this Town, after two Days Journey, and 
though it is twenty-five Leagues diftant from ^lebec, I could 
have performed the Journey in twelve Hours, becaufe I came in 
a Sledge, which the Snow and Ice makes a very eafy Way of 
travelling in this Country during the Winter, and which does 
not coft more than the common Carriages. The Sledge runs 
fo fmoothly, that a fingle Horfe fuflices to draw it, and always 
goes a Gallop. One finds at different Places frefh Horfes at a 
a cheap Rate. In Cafe of Need one might travel this Way 
threefcore Leagues in twenty- four Hours, much more con-^ 
veniently than in the beft Poft-Chaifes. 

I ky the the firft Night at Pointe aux Tre?rJ?les, (Aften Tree 

Of the Lordjhips f^ven L^guesfrom the Capitaf which 

I left but one Hour before Night. This is 
^ one of the good Parifhes of this Country. 
The Church is large and well built, and the Inhabitants in 
good Circumftances. In general, the old Inhabitants are richer 
here than the Lords of the Manors, and this is the Reafon : 
Canada was but a great Foreft when the French firft fettled it. 
Thofe who obtained Lordfhips, were not People to improve the 
Land themfelves ; they were Officers, Gentlemen, and Compa- 
nies, who had not Funds fufficient to eftablifh a proper Num- 
ber of Labourers for this Purpofe. They Were therefore obliged 
to fettle Inhabitants, who, before they could get a Subfiftence, 
were obliged to labour much, and to advance all the Charges ; fo 
that they paid their Lords but a very flender Rent ; and all the 
ufual Fines of a Manor amount here but to a fmall Sum. A 
Lordfhip of two Leagues in Front, and of an unlimited Depth, 
brings in but a fmall Income in a Country fo thinly peopled, and 
where there isfo little Trade in the inward Parts, 
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Of the Right of 
Patronage, Gentle- 
men are dllo^wed to 
^rade. 
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This was without Doubt, one of the Reafons that engagecf 
htvjts the XIVth to allow all Nobles arrd 
Gentlemen fettled in Canada, to trade both by 
Sea and handy without being liable to be troubled 
on this Recount y or reputed to ha^e derogated from 
their Birth and Family. Thefe arc the Terms 
of the Order, which was made by the Council, the xoth of March 
1 68 c. And further, there are no Lordfhips in this Country, even 
of tnofe which give Titles of Honour, to which the Right of 
Patronage belongs ; for upon the Claim of fome Lords, founded 
upon their having built a Parifh Church, his Majefty being pre- 
fent in Council, declared the fame Year, i68j, that this Right 
belonged only to the Bifhop, as well becaufe he is more capa- 
ble than any other of judging who are the fitteft Perfons, as be- 
caufe, that the proper Allowance of the Curates, is paid out of 
the Tythes that belong to the Bifliop. The King in the fame 
Order declares, that the Right of Patronage is not to give any 
Rank of Honour. 

1 departed from Pointe aux T rembles before Day, with a one 
Sifua- Horfe, I changed him afterwards for 

a lame one, and then him fora broken winded 
one. With thefe three Relays, I went feven- 
teen Leagues in feven or eight Hours, and I 
arrived early at the Baron de Beckancourt's, chief Surveyor 
of the Highways of Neuo Franccy who would by no Means 
fuffer me to go forward. This Gentleman has a Village of 
Abenaquisy under the Dire^lion of a jefuit in Matters of Re- 
ligion, to whom I was very glad to pay my Refpeds by the Way. 
The Baron liv^s at the Entrance of a little River that comes 



Of the 
tion of Bcckan 
court. 



from the South, which runs entirely through his Lordlhip, and 
bears his Name. The Life which M. de Beckancourt leads in 
this Defert (for here are no other French Inhabitants as yet but 
the Lord) naturally brings to Mind the antient Patriarchs, 
who did not difdain to divide with their Servants the Labours of 
their Country, and lived almoft in as plain a Manner as they. 
The Advantage which he makes by the Trade with the Savages 
his Neighbours, by buying Skins of them at the firft Handfis 
more than the Profits he could make of Inhabitants, to whom 
he fliould divide his Land. In Time, it will be his own Fault 
if he has no Vaflals, and he will make more advantageous Con- 
ditions when he has cleared all his Land. The River Beckan- 
court was formerly called Riviere PuantCy or the Stinking Ri- 
•ver. I enquired the Caufe of this Name, for the Wat^ ap- 
peared to me very fine, and they aflured me that it is very go^, 
and that there is no bad Smell in all this Quarter. Yet fome told 
me it was fo called on Account of the bad Qualities of the 

Waters : 
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Waters : Others attributed it to the great Number of Mufk Rats 
that arc found in it, the Scent of which the Savages cannot bear ; 
but here is a third Reafon, which they who have made the greateft 
Refearches into the antient Hiftory of the Country fay, is the 
true one. 

Some Algonquifjs were at War with the Onnontcharonnonsy better 
known by the Name of the Iroquet Nation, which antiently 
dwelt in the Ifland of MontreaL The Name it bears proves, that 
it was of the Huron Language ; but they fay it was thefe Hurons 
who drove them from their antient Habitation, and who have 
in Part deftroyed them : However that may be, this Nation was 
at the Time I fpeak of, at War with the Algonquins^ who, to 
make an End at once of the War, which they began to be 
weary of, contrived a Stratagem, which fucceeded. They fet 
themfelves in Ambulh on the two Sides of a little River, which 
is now called Beckancourt, Then they detached fome Canoes, 

* which made a Shew of Filhing in the Great River. They knew 
that their Enemies were not far off, and they made no Doubt 
that they would foon fall upon thefe pretended Filhermen : And 
in Fa6l, they foon faw a Fleet of Canoes coming in Haftc to 
attack them ; they feemed to be afrighted, fled, and got up the 
River. They were followed very clofe b^ the Enemy, who 
thought to make a very eafy Conqueft of this Handful of M.en ; 
and to draw them on, they affefted to be greatly terrified. This 
Feint fucceeded, the Purfuers ftill kept advancing, and making 
moft hideous Cries, according to the Cuttom of thefe Bar- 
barians, they thought they were inftantly going to feize their 
Prey. 

Then a Shower of Arrows from behind the Bufhes which bor- 
dered the River threw them into Confuflon, which they gave 
them no Time to recover, A fecond Difcharge which followed 
clofe upon the firfl, entirely routed them. They drove to fly in 
their Turn, but they could no longer ufc their Canoes, which 
were every where pierced with Arrows: They leaped into the 
Water, hoping to fave themfelves by fwimming, but befldes 
that the greateft Part were wbunded, they met at landing the 
^ Death they fled from, and not one efcaped the Algonquinsy who 
gave no Quarter, and did not even amufe themfelves with ma- 
king of Prifoners : The Iroquet Nation never recovered this fa- 
tal Blow, and though fome of thefe Savages have been feen 
fince the Arrival of the French in Canada^ at prefent there are 
none remaining. In the mean Time the Number of dead Bodies 
which remained in the Water and upon the Sides of the River 
infeded it in fuch a Manner, that it ftill retains the Name of 
Riviere Puantey ( the Stinking Ri^ver,) 

H 2 The 
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The Abenaqui Village of Beckancourt is not fo populous as it 



ferve us as elFedually againft the Iroqucis^ to whom they are no 
ways inferior in Valour, and are better difciplined. They are 
all Chrijiians, and they have a pretty Chapel, where they prac- 
tife with much Edification all the Exercifes of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion. We mull, neverthelefs, acknowledge, that they are great- 
ly fallen from the Fervour which appeared in them the firft 
Years of their Eftablifhment amongft us. They carried them 
Brandy, which they took a gre^t Liking to, and the Savages never 
drink but to get drunk. We have learnt by fatal Experience, that 
in Proportion as thefe People depart from God, in the fame Mea- 
fure they pay lefs Refpedf to their Paftors, and grow more in 
the Interell of the Englijh, It is greatly to be feared that the 
Lord will permit them to become our Enemies, to punifh us 
for having contributed, fora fordid Intereff, to render them vici- 
ous, as it has already happened to fome other Nations. 

After having embraced the Mifiionary of Beckancourt, (a ) vi- 
Village, and made with him fome for- 
To^n of Trois ^^'vful Refledlions which naturally arife from 



Town. Nothing is more charming than its Situation. It is built 
upon a gentle Hill of Sand, which is only barren for the Space 
it may occupy, if it ever becomes a confiderable Town ; 
for at prefen t it is but of little Confequence. It is fur- 
rounded by whatever can render a Town agreeable and 
wealthy. The River, which is near half a League wide, runs 
at the Bottom. Beyond, we fee a cultivated fruitful Country, 
that is crowned with the fineft Forelb in the World. A little 
below, and on the fame Side as the Town, tiie Great River re- 
ceives another tolerably fine River, which before it mixes its 
Water with the firfi, receives at the fame Time two others, one 
to the right and the other to the left, which has given the Name 
of Trois Rinjieres (Three Rivers J to the Town. 

Above, and at about the fame Diftance, begins the Lake of 
0/the Lake of Bicrre^ which is about three Leagues 
and feven long : So that nothing 



roads into Aeiv Eiigiandy wnere tneir iName 
alone has often carried Terror even into Bojion, They would alfo 




which he is often reduced to groan in the 
Sight of God, I eroded the River St. Laurence to come to this 



Rivieres. I have mentioned, and for 
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Rivers. It appears probable, diat it is tliefe Rivers that in a 
Cotirfe of Years have eaten away the low and light Soil, through 
which they run. I'his is moft apparent in the River St. Franfois, 
the Mouth of which hath may little Illands interfperfed in it, 
which probably were formerly joined to the Continent. And 
moreover, in ail the Lake, unlefs in the midil of the Channel 
where the Strength of the Current of the Great River has pre- 
ferved its Depth, there is no palfing but in Canoes. There are 
alfo fome Places where great Canoes, if they are but lightly 
loaded, cannot eafily pafs. But it is every where full of Fifli, 
and the.Filli ai*e excellent. 

They, reckon but about feven or eight hundred People in the 
A n r '^4' r "Town of Frois Ri^vieres, but it has in its 
ejcripionoj j^eigjibourhood wherewithal to enrich a 
/ e great City ; that is to fay^ very good Iron 

Mines, which may be wrought v/ith Profit at at any Time (a). 
Upon the whole, though this Town is but thinly peopled, 
its Situation renders it of great Confequence, and it is one of 
the oldeft Settlements in the Colony. From the firft, this Poll 
has had a Governor, he has a thoufand Crowns Salary, and an 
Etat Major (a certain Number of General Officers of the Army 
under him.) Here is alfo a Convent of Recollets, a pretty good 
Parifli Church ferved by this Society, and a very fine Hofpital, 
joined to a Nunnery of Ur/ulinesy to the Number of forty, who 
are employed . as Nurfes to the Hofpital. This is alfo a Founda- 
tion of M. lie St. Vallier. From the Year 1650, Senechal 
(whofe Office and Power was afterwards abolifhed and invefted 
in the Superior Council of ^ebecy and the Intendant) had a 
Lieutenant at Trois Ri-uieres : At prefent, this Town has a com- 
mon Court of Jufiice, the Chief of which is a Lieutenant Ge- 
neral. 

It owes it^ Origin to the great Refort of Savages of different 
Nations to this Place. At the Beginning of 
the Colony there came down many, efpecially 
.from the farthefl Parts of the North, by the 
three Rivers, which have given the Name to 
this Town, and by which they go np a great Way. The Situa- 
tion of the Place, joined to the great Trade that was carried on 
here, engaged fome French to fettle here ; and the Neighbour- 
hood of the River de Sorely then called tlie Iroquois Ri^jery (which 
T fhall mention foon) induced the Governor General to build a Fort 
here, where was maintained a good Garrifon, and which had from 
the firft a Governor of its own. This Poll was then looked 



^'he firfi Caufe 
of its EJlablijh- 
ment. 



• (a) They ar« aftually wrought at this Time, and produce the beft Iron 
Sn the World, 
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upon, as one of the moft important in Nc'-w France- After fome 
Years, the Savages being tired of being continually harrafTed by 
the Iroquois y from whom the French thcmfelves had Trouble 
enough to defend thcmfelves, and having no longer the Liberty of 
the PafTes, where thefe proud Enemies laid wait for them conti- 
nually, and not being fafe even in Sight of, and under the Can- 
non of our Fort, they forebore to bring hither their Peltry or 
Skins. The Jefuits with all their new Converts retired three 
Leagues lower, upon fome Lands that were given them by the 
Abbot de la Madeleine^ one of the Members of the Society of 
the hundred AfTociates, formed by the Cardinal de Richlieu^ from 
whence this Place took the Name of Cape de la Madeleine^ which 
it bears to this Day (a). 

The Million which was tranfported hither, did not fubfift a 

nr r a Ma Time. This was partly the EfFedl of 

/ Ficklenefs of the Savages, but principally 

^ the Confequence of the Wars and Difeafes 

which have almoft entirely deftroyed this rifing Church. There 
are ftill in the Neighbourhood a Company of Algonquins^ the 
greateft Part of whom were baptized in their Infancy, but have 
now no regular Exercife of Religion. The Gentlemen of the 
Weft -India Company, who have now the Beaver Trade, have in 
vain endeavoured to draw them to Checoutimey where they have 
already re-united feveral Families of the fame Nation, and of 
the Nation of the Mountains, under the Diredlion of a Jefuit 
Millionary. Others wanted to unite them with the Abenaquts of 
5/, Francois, All their Anfwer to thefe Invitations was, that 
they could not refolve to quit a Place where the Bones of their 
Fathers reft. But fome People believe, and not without Foun- 
dation, that this Refufal proceeds lefs from themfelves, than 
from fome People to whom their Neighbourhood is advantage- 
ous ; and who, without Doubts do not fufHciently confider that 
they facrifice the Salvation of thefe Savages to a little Intereft, 

I have juft been informed. Madam, that in a few Days I lhall 
have an Opportunity of fending this Letter to ^mbecy from 
whence it may go early to France\y the Ille Royal* I lhall fill it 

up with what concerns the Huntings of the Savages. The 

hunting of the Beaver, as I have before obferved, was not their 
principal Concern, till they faw the Value which the French let 
upon the Skin of this Animal. Before this, the hunting of the 
Bear held the iirft Place, and was performed with the greateft 
Superftition. This is what is obferved at this Day in this 
Chace, amongft thofe who are not Chriftians. 



(a) Befides the Iron Mines, which arc very zt Cape Madehine, 

here have been difeovered fome Yearf ago, feveral Springs of Mineral 
JVat^rs, 

It 
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It is always a War-Chief who fixes the Time, and has th« 



which they muft not drink even a Drop of Water. And I will 
tell you by the Way, Madam, that what the Savages call fading, 
is to take abfolutely nothing at all. Still more, in Spite of the 
extreme Weaknefs which fuch an Abftinence one may fuppofe 
cannot fail to caufe, they never ceafe Tinging all the Time it 
lafts. They obferve this Fall, in order to induce the Genii, or 
Spirits, to difeover the Places where they may £nd many Bears. 
Many even do much more to deferve this Favour. Several have 
been feen to cut their Flefh in feveral Places of their Body, to 
render their Genii, or Spirits, more propitious. But it is proper 
to obferve, that they do not afk their AlTiftance to conquer thefe 
furious Animals : It fuffices them to be informed where they 
are. As Jjax did not afk of Jupiter to give him the Vi<Slory over 
his Enemies, but only Day enough to make an End of his 
Conquell. 

The Savages fuppHcale alfo on the fame Account the Manes 
of the Beads which they have killed in former Huntings ; and 
as their Thoughts run wholly on the Matter whild they are 
awake, it is natural that during their Sleep (which can’t be very 
found upon fuch empty Stomachs) they fhould often dream of 
Bears. But this is not enough to determine them ; It is necef- 
fary that all, at lead the greated Number, fhould in their Sleep 
have feen Bears in the fame Place ; And how (you will fay) 
fhould all their Dreams agree in this ? The Cafe Teems to be 
thus ; Provided a fkilful Hunter has thought he has dreamt two 
or three Times together of feeing Bears in a certain Place, ei- 
ther through Complaifance, or through continual talking of it, 
theirchimerical Brain at lad takes the Impredion, and every Body 
prefently dreams the fame, or feignthat they have dreamt fo, and 

a Refolution is taken to go to that Place. The Fad being 

over, and the Place of the Hunt fettled, the Chief who is chofen 
for the Chace gives to all thofe who are to be of the Party a 
great Fead ; but no Perfon dares be prefent, without having fird 
bathed ; that is fo fayy without having plunged into the River, 
let the Weather be ever fo fevere, provided the River is not 
frozen. This Fead is . not like many others, in which they are 
obliged to eat up all : Though they have faded fo long before 
it, (and perhaps it is for this Reafon) they eat moderately. He 
who gives the Fead, eats nothing ; and all his Employment, 
whild the others are at Table, is to relate his former A tchieve- 
ments in hunting : Frefh Invocations of the Manes of dead 
Bears, finifhes the Fead. Then they begin their March, equipp’d 



Of hunting the 
hear* 



Care of inviting the Hunters. This Invita- 
tion, which is made with great Ceremony, is 
followed with a Fad of eight Days ; during 
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f^s for War, atid their Faces befmeared with Black, amidtl: the 
Acclamations of the whole Village ; for the Chace, amongft 
thefe People, is as noble as War. The Alliance of a good Hun- 
ter is more fought after than that of a famous V/arrior, becaufe 
the Chace provides the whole I'amily with Provifion and Cloath- 
ing, and the Savages defire nothing more : But a Man is not 
cftccmed a great Hunter, till he has killed twelve great Beaks in 
one Day. 

Thefe People have two great Advantages over us in this Ex- 
creife; for, in the fifft Place, nothing flops them, neither Bufhes, 
Ditches, Torrents, Ponds, nor Rivers. They always go for- 
ward upon a flrait Line. In the fecond Place, there are few, or 
rather no Creatures, which they cannot overtake in running : 
They have been feen, as it is faid, entering a Village, leading 
Bears in a Wythe, (which they had tired by running do^m) as 
if they had been leading a Flock of Sheep ; and the nimblek 
Deer is not fwifter than they are. Laftly, the chief Hunter 
mufl make little Advantage himfelf of his Game : He is oblig’d 
to be very liberal of it : If they even prevent his Gift, and 
take it away from him, he mull fuffer the Lofs without faying 
any Thing, and be contented with the Glory of having labour’d 
for the Public. Neverthelefs, it is not complained of, if in the 
Diflribution which he makes of the Game, he gives the firft 
Part to his own Family. But we muft confefs, that thofe Sa- 
vages with whom we have mod Commerce, have loll fomething 
of that antient Generofity, and that wonderful Difintereilednefs 
which they were remarkable for.— Nothing is more contagious 
than the Spirit of Interefl, and nothing more capable of alter- 
ing the Manners of a Peo|)le. 

Winter is the Seafon for hunting the Bear : Then thefe Ani- 

err n • r mals are hid in hollow Trccs ; or if they find 

TTf blown down, they fhelter themfelves un- 

Menths without j 

trance with Branches of Pine, fo that they 
are perfectly fereened from the Rigour of the Seafon ; otherwife, 
they make a Hole in the Earth, and take great Care, when they 
are in, to flop up the Opening. Some.have been found at the 
Bottom of a Cavern, hid in fuch a Manner as not to be per- 
ceived, though looked very narrowly for. But in what Manner 
foever the Bear is lodged, he never leaves his Retreat for the 
whole Winter: This is no longer doubted of. It is as certain that 
he never makes any Provifion for the Winter, and of Confe- 
quence, that during all that Time he never cats or drinks : As 
to his living all this Time by fucking his Paws, as fome Authors 
have affirmed, every one is allowed to believe what he pleafes : 
But this is certain, that they have been kept chained up during 
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he Winter, without having any Thing given them to eat or to 
drink, and at the End'of fix Months they were as fat as before. 
It is without Doubt furprizing that a Creature cloathed with fuch 
a good Fur, and who has not the Appearance of being very ten- 
der, fhould take fuch Precautions againft the Cold, which no 
one elfe would think there was any Need of. This Ihews we 
muft not judge by Appearances : Every one bed knows his own 
Wants. 

There is no Need of running much to catch the Bear : 
__ ^ It is only neceffary to know the Places 

The Mann^ of greateft Number is hid. As foon 

hunting the Bear, Hunters think they have found fuch a 

Place, they form a Circle of a Quarter of a League in Circum- 
ference, or more or lefs, according to the Number of Hunters : 
Then they advance, coming dill clofer and clofer together ; and 
every one looks before him, to find out the Retreat of fome 
Bear ; fo that if there is any, it is difficult for one to efcape, for 
our Savages are excellent Ferrets. The next Day the fame Ma- 
noeuvre begins again at fome Didance from thence, and all the 
Time of the Chace is employed in this Manner. 

When a Bear is killed, the Hunter puts the End of his 
lighted Pipe between his Teeth, blows into 
the Bowl ; and thus filling the Mouth and 
Throat of the Bead with Smoak, he conjures 
its Spirit to bear no Malice for what he has 
jud done to the Body, and not to oppofe him in his future 
Huntings : But as the Spirit does not anfwer, the Hunter (ro 
know if his Prayer is granted) cuts the String under the Bear’s 
Tongue, and keeps it till he returns to the Village : Then they 
all throw, with great Ceremony, and after many Invocations, 
thefe Strings into the Fire : If they crackle, and fhrink up, as 
feldom fails to happen, this is taken for a certain Sign that the 
Spirit of the Bear is appeafed ; if not, they believe they are en- 
raged, and that the Chace of next Year will not be fuccefsful, 
uiuefs they can find a Way to reconcile them ; for, in fhort, there 
is a Remedy for every Thing. 

The Hunters make good Cheer, as long as the Chace lads ; 

and even if they have but little Succefs, they 
carry off with them enough to treat their 
Friends, and feed their Families a long Time. 
This Flefh is in Reality no great Ragout, 
but every Thing is good to the Savages. To fee how they are 
received, the Praifes they give them, the pleafed and felf-fuffi- 
cient Airs they take upon themfelves, one would fay they were 
returning from fome grand Expedition, loaded with the Spoils of 
a whole Nation dedroyed. The People of the Village fay. It 

I mufi 
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Service that is prefer.ted, is thelargeft Bear they have taken; and 
they ferve it up whole, with all its Entrails : It is not even 
ikinned ; they only finge the Skin as one does diat of a Hog for 
Bacon. This Feall; is performed to a certain Spirit, whofe An- 
ger they think they ihould incur if they did not eat all : 
They mull not even leave any of the Broth in which the Meat 
was boiled, which is fcarce any Thing but Fat melted and re- 
duced to Oil : Nothing can be worfe ; and it generally kills 
fome of them, and makes many of them very fick. 

The Bears are not mifchievous in this Country, but when 



Titles of the Bear* approach them. They ieldoni attack ; 

they even generally run away as i"oon as they Tee any Perfon> 
and there needs only a Dog to make them fcour quite away. The 
Bear ruts in July: He then grows fo lean, h his Flefh is foinfipid 
and ill taded, that even the Savages who often eat thofe Things, 
the Sight of which would turn our Stomachs, can hardly touch 
It. Who would believe that this Pafllon fhould vyafte an Animal 
of this Kind and Shape more in one Month, than a total Abfti- 
nence from Food for fix Months ? It is lefs fiirprizing that he 
ftiould then be fo fierce and ill-natured, that it is not fafe to 
meet him in his Way. This is the Effed of his Je^oufy. 

This Seafon being over, the Bear grows fat again, and no- 
thing eontributes more to it than the Fruits which he finds in the 
Woods, of which he is very fond. Above all, he is fond of 
Grapes ; and as all the Forefisare full of Vines, which grow to 
the Tops of the higheft Trees, he makes no Difficulty to climb 
up them : Bht if a Hunter finds him there, his Daintinefs colls 
him his Life. When he has thus well fed upon Fruits, his 
Flefli has a very good Tafte, and keeps it till Spring : It has, 
neverthelefs, always a ^eat Fault ; it is too oily ; and if it is 
not ufed with Moderation, it caufes the Bloody Flux. On the 
other Hand, a Bear’s Whelp is as good as a Lamb. 

I forgot, Madam, to tell yow that the Savages always carry a 



Of the Dogs the Dem^edic Creatures 

Savages for which they bting up, and they bring them 
hunting. Blunting : They all feem to be 

of the fame Species : Their Ears Hand upright ; their Nofe is 
long, like that of a Wolf ; but they are very faithful and at- 
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they are hungry, or when they are wounded ; 
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tached to their Mailers ; who, neverthclefs, feed them but 
poorly, and never fondle them : They break them betimes to 
that Kind of Chace they are intended for, and they 
lent Hunters. I have not Time to add any Thing 
they call me to depart. 
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L E T T E R VI. 

A Defeription of i'he Country y arJ tJye IJlands of Richlieu and St. 
Francois. Of the Abenaqui Vdlo^e. Of the antient Fort of 
Richlieu, and of thofe that ha^e*ieen built in each Parijh, A 
hra<ve AAion of t^o Canadian Ladies, 

Madam, St. FRAN901S, i i- 

I Departed on the oth from Trois Rivieres, and croffed the 
Lake of St. Peter, inclining a little to the South. I per- 
formed this Journey in a Sledge, becaufe the Ice was ftill 
enough to bear all Sorts of Carriages ; and I arrive 
M Francois. I employed the Afternoon, and all Yellerday, 
to vifit this Quarter ; and Ilhall now give you an Account of 

what I obferved here. . 

At the Weft End of Lake St. Pierre, there is a vaft Number ot 
^ Iftands of all Sizes, which they call the 
the IJlands ; and turning to the pit, 

of Richlieu, and ^bec, we find fix others, 

of St. Francois, ^ pretty deep Bay, into whip 

aRiverdifeharges itfelf, the Spring He^ of wHch m 
Neighbourhooefof Nevs York. The Iftands, the River, and all 
the Country it waters, bear the Name of 5/. Franfoss. Each o, 
thefe Iftands are about a Mile long ; their Breath is unequal ; 
The greateft Part of thofe of Richlieu are fmaller : Jhey were 
all formerly full of Stags, Deer, Goats, and Elks : Here was 
alfo a furprizing Plenty of wild Fowl, whip is not now very 
fcarce ; but the great Beads have difappeared. 

We get alfo excellent Filh in the River of St. Franfois, and at 
its Mouth. In Winter they make Holes in the Ice, and et 
down their Nets of five or fix Fathom long, and pey feldom take 
them up empty. The Fifti which they commonly take, are the 
gilt Fifti, Achigans, and particularly the Ma/qutnongea., whip are 
a Kind of Pike : It hath a Head larger than ours, and tp 
Mouth under a hooked Snout, which gives them an <pd Lop. 
The Lands of St. Francois, if we may judge by the Trees that 
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grow here, and by that which is already cultivated, are very 
good. The Inhabitants are, notwithllanding, poor enough ; 
and many would be reduced to the greateft Indigence, if the 
Trade with the Savages, their Neighbours, did not help them a 
little. But is it not this Trade that hinders them from mend- 
ing their Circumdanccs, by making them lazy ? 

The Savages I fpeak of, are the Abenaquis, amongft which 
Hf' AK there are fome AIgo»qtdnsj and alfo Sokokis and 
nni/z^77 MahinganSi better known by the Name of the 

^ ^ Wolves, This Nation was formerly fettled 

upon the River of Manhatte^ in Ne^ Tork, and it appears that 
they were antient Inhabitants of that Country. The Abenaquis 
came to St, Francois from the Southern Parts of AV-xu France, 
which are neareft Ne'uo England, Their jfirfl: Station, upon leav- 
ing their Country to come to live amongll us, was a little River 
that difcharges itfelf into the River St, Laurence, almoft over- 
againft Si^LLERY ; that is to fay, about a League and a half 
above ^ebec, on the South Side. They feated themfelves in the 
Neighbourhood of a Fall, which was called the Fall de la Chan- 
diere, (the ICettle,) They are now fituated on the Bank of the 
River 5 /. Francis, two Leagues from its Mouth, in the Lake St, 
Pierre, The Place is very pleafant ; but the Misfortune is, that 
thefe People do not enjoy the Pleafures of a fine Situation, and 
the Cabins of the Savages, efpecially of the Abenaquis, do not 
adorn a Country. The Village is well peopled, and is inha- 
bited only by Chriftians, This Nation is docible, and were at 
all Times well affedled to the French (a) ; but the Miffionary 
has no lefs Trouble on their Account, than his Brother of Eeck- 
ancourt, and for the fame Reafons. 

I was treated here with Maple Juice : This is the Seafon in 
Of tJ M *>1 'vbich it is drawn. It is delicious, of won- 
Juice ^ derful Coolnefs, and very wholefome. The 

* manner of drawing it is very eafy. When 

the Sap begins to rife, they make a Jag or Notch in the Trunk 
of the Maple, and by the Means of a bit of Wood which they 
hx in it, the Water runs as by a Spout : This Water is received 
into a VefTel, which they fet under it. To make it run plenti- 
fully, there muft be much Snow upon the Ground, the Night 
mult be frolty, the Sky clear, and the Wind not too cold. Our 
Maples would have perhaps the fame Virtue, if we had in France 
as much Snow as in Canada, and if it lahed as long. By Degrees, 
as the Sap thickens, it runs lefs, and after fome Time it flops en- 
tirely. It is cafy to judge, that after fuch a Bleeding, the Tree 
IS not the more healthy : They affirm, however, that it can bear 
this many Years together. ^I hey would do better perhaps, to 
( d) Father yofgf>b Aulcry, ^ 
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l€t It reft a Year or two, that it might recover its Strengths 
But at lall, when it is worn out, it ferves to cut down, and its 
Wood, Roots, and Knots, are fit for many Things. This Tree 
muft be very plenty here, for they burn much ot it. 

The Water of the Maple is pretty clear, though a little 
whitilh ; it is very cooling, and leaves in the Mouth a Talle like 
thatof Sugar, very agreeable. It is a very good Pedloral ; and in 
what Quantity foever it is drank, though you are never fo much 
heated, it never does Harm ; for it has not that Rawnefs which 
caufes the Pleurify ; but on the contrary, a balfamick Virtue^ 
which fweetens the Blood, and a certain Salt, which keeps up 
the Heat of it. They add that it never congeals ; but if they 
keep it a certain Time, it becomes an excellent Vinegar. I dd 
not warrant this for Fad, and I know that a Traveller ought 
not to take every Thing for Truth which he hears. It is very 
probable that the Savages, who are well acquainted with the 
Virtues of all their Plants, have at all Times made the fame life 
of this Water, which they do at this Day ; but it is certain they 
did not know how to make a Sugar of it, which we have fince 
taught them. They were contented to let it boil a little, to 
thicken itfomething, and make a Sort of Syrup, which is pretty 
enough. What is ftrther required to make Sugar of it, is to let 
it boil till it takes a proper Conufience, and it purifies itfelf 
without any foreign Mixture. There needs only Care not to 
boil it too much, and to feum it well. The greateft Fault in 
making it, is to let it harden too much in its Syrup, which makeS 
it oily, and to keep a Tafte of Honey, which renders it Icfs 
palatable, unlefs it is refined. 

This Sugar made with Care, and it requires much lefs thari 
ours, is natural, pedoral, and does not burn the Stomach. 
Befides, the making of it is very cheap. It is commonly thought 
that it is impofible to refine it, like that which is made froift 
Canes ; but Ido not fee the Reafon of this ; and it is certain, 
that as it comes out of the Hands of the Savages, it is purer and 
much better than the Sugar of the Iflands, which has undergone 
no more Management. I gave fome to a Sugar Baker ot Or- 
leans, who found no other Defeat in it, than that which I have 
already mentioned, and which he attributed folely to its not being 
fufiiciently purified. He thought it alfo of a better Kind tharf 
the other, and made fome Lozenges of it, which I had the 
Honour to prefent to you. Madam, and which you found fo ex- 
cellent. It will be obje£led, that if it was of fuchagood Quality^ 
it w6uld have become anObjeft of Trade, but there is not enough 
made for this Purpofe ; but perhaps they are in the wrong in not 
trying what may be done. There are many other Things be- 
fides this, that are negle£ted in this Country. — The Plain-Tree# 
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the fmall Cherry, the Afli, and the Walnut-Trees of different 
Sorts, give alfo a Water that make's Sugar, but in lefs Quantity, 
and the Sugar is not fo good. Yet fome People give the Pre- 
ference to that which is drawn from the Afti, but there is very 
little made. Could you have believed. Madam, that we ihould 
find in Canaduy what Virgil fays in foretelling the Renewal of 
the golden Age, that Honey fliould flow from the Trees (a). 
All this Country has been a long Time the Theatre of many 
.nr VL bloody Scenes, becaufe during the War with 
Of Fort Rich- Iroquois, it was the mofl; expofed to the 
Excurfions of thofe Barbarians. They came 
down upon the Colony, by a River that difcharges itfelf into 
the River St, hcture?jce, a little above Lake St, Pierre, on the fame 
Side as that of St, Franqois ; and to which, for this Reafon, they 
at firft gave their Name. It has been flnee for fome Time called 
Richlieu, and is now called the River de Sorel, The Iflands of 
Richlieu, which they camQ to firft, ferved them equally for their 
Ambufhes, and for a Retreat ; but when we had fhut up this 
Paflage by a Fort, built at the Entrance of the River, they took 
their'Way by the Lands above and below, and threw themfelves 
elpecially on the Side of St, Francois, where they found the fame 
-Advantages to exercife their Robberies, and where they have 
committed Cruelties which are horrible to relate. 

They fpread themfelves afterwards through the whole Colony, 

. and they were obliged in order to defend 
/ D themfelves from their Fury, to build in every 

all the Parzfoes, Parifti a Kind pf Fort, where the Inhabitants 
may take Refuge on the firft Alarm. They kept in each Fort 
one or two Centinels, who did Duty Night and Day, and they 
had all fome Field-Pieces, or at leaft fome Pattereroes, as well to 
difperfe the Enemy, as to give Notice to .the Inhabitants to be 
lypon their Guard, and to inform when they wanted Succours, 
Thefe Forts are only Inclofures, defended with Pallifadoes, with 
fome Redoubts : The Church and the Manor-Houfe are always 
in this Inclofure ; and there is ftill Room enough left, in cafe of 
need, to give Refuge to the Women and Children, and the Cat- 
tle. This has been found fufficient to preferve them from 
any Infult ; for I never heard the Iroquois took any of thefe 
-Forts. 

They very fcldom block them up, and fcarce ever attack them 
to take them by AfTault. One is too dangerous for Sav^es, who 
have nodefenfive Arms, and ^o not love a Vidlory ftained with 
their Blood: The other Way does not agree with their Manner 
of making War. Two attacKs of the Yoit.de Vn'cheres, arc never^ 

(a) Et dura Slyer cut fudahunt rojclda rndia^ 

theleL 



Ci 



travels in North America. 63 

tlielefs famous in the Annals of Canada ; and it looks as if the 
Iroquois had attempted it twice, contrary to their Cuftom, ohly to 
dilplay the Valour and Intrepidity of two Amazons. 

In 1690, thefeSavages being informed that Mailam</e Ferchtres 
j was almoft alone in her Fort, approached it 

Gallant A 6 ltons being feen, and attempted to fcalc 

cf t^o Canadian Pallifadoes : Some Mufket Shot that were 
Ladies, good Purpofe, upon the firft Noife 

they made, difperfed them ; but they foon returned, and they 
were again repulfed ; and what fuprifed them the more was, that 
they faw only a Woman, and her they faw every where. This 
was Madam de Vercheres, who kept up as good a Countenance 
as if Ihe had had a numerous Garrifon. The Hope which the Be- 
fiegers had conceived at firft, to take a Place eafily, which they 
knew was without Men, made them return feveral Times to the 
Charge ; but the Lady with the Help of the Women with her, 
always beat them off. She fought in this Manner two Days, 
with fuch Bravery and Prefence of Mind, as would have done 
Honour to an old Warrior; and at laft Ihe obliged the Enemy 
to retire, for Fear of having their Retreat cut off, greatly 
aftiamed of being forced to fly before a Woman. 

Two Years after another Party of the fame Nation, much 
more numerous than the other, appeared in Sight of the fame 
Fort, whilft all the Inhabitants were abroad, and the greateft 
Part employed in the Fields. The Iroquois finding them thus 
difperfed, without any Sufpicion of an Enemy, feized them all 
one after another, then matched towards the Fort. The Daugh- 
ther of the Lord, who was at moft but fourteen Years old, was 
about two hundred Paces off the Fort. At the firft Cry fhe heard, 
fhe ran to get in : The Savages purfued her, and one of them 
came up wim her juft as fhe got to the Door; but having feized 
her by a Handkerchief that was about her Neck, Ihe let it flip 
from her, and fo got in, and Ihut to the Gate. 

There was nobody in the Fort but a young Soldier and a 
Company of Women ; who, at the Sight of their Hufbands whom 
the Savages were binding and carrying away Prifoners, fent 
forth moft lamentable Cries. The young Lady loft neither her 
Judgment nor Courage. She began by pulling off her Cap, 
fhe tied up her Hair, put on a Hat and a Jacket, and locked up 
all the Women, whom Cries and Tears could but encourage 
the Enemy. Then fhe fired a Cannon and fome Mufket Shot, 
and fhewing herfelf with her Soldier fometimes in one Redoubt, 
and fometimes in another, changing frequently their Drefs, and 
firing to good Purpofe whenever Ihe faw the Iroquois approach the 
Pallifade, the Savages fancied there were many People in the 
Fort, and when the Chevalier de Crifay^ upon hearing the firing. 
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came to fuccour the Place, the Enemy was already marched 

pff. 

Let us now return to the Chafe. That of the Orignal would 

nr *L vjk have been lefs profitable to us atprefent, 

if ’ than that of the Beaver, if our Predeceflbrs 
in this Country had given more Attention to 
the Profits which might have been made of it, and had not al- 
moft entirely deftroyed the Species, at leaftin thofe Places which 
are within our Reach. 

What they call here the Orignal, is what in Germany^ Poland, 
and Mufco^y, they call the Elk or Great 
Beall. This Animal here, is as big as a 
Horfe, or a Mule of Auvergne. The hind 
Quarters are large, the Tail but only an Inch long, the Hams 
very high, the Legs and Feet like thofe of a Hart ; a long Hair 
covers the Withers, the Neck, and the upper Part of the Hams: 
The Head is above two Feet long, and he carries it out, which 
gives him an ill Look : Its Muzzle is large, and leifens in the 
upper Part like that of a Camel, and its Nollrils are fo large one 
may eafily thrull in half ones Arm. Its Homs are not le^ long 
than thofe of a Hart,^and much wider : They are flat and forked 
like thofe of a Deer, and are renewed every Year ; but I know 
not if upon the new Growth, they make an Increafe which de- 
notes the Age of the Animal. 

.They fay that the Orignal is fubjebl to the Epilepfy, and 
when the Fits feize him, he gets over them by fcratching his 
Ear with his left hind Foot till he draws Blood, which has made 
the Hoof of this Foot be efteemed a Specific againll the falling 
Sicknefs. It is applied to the Heart of the Patient, and they do the 
fame to cure the Palpitation of the Heart: They put it alfo into the 
left Hand of the Perfon who is difordered, and rub his Ear with 
it \ But why fhould they not draw Blood from him alfo, as the 
Orignal does ? This Hoof is alfo reckoned very good againll 
the Pleurify Cholick Pains, the Flux, the Vertigo, and the 
Purples, by reducing it to Powder, and giving it in Water. I 
have been told that the Algonqiiins, who formerly made the Flefh 
of this Animal their common Food, were very much fubjedl to 
the Epilepfy, and never ufed this Remedy : Perhaps they had 
better. The Hair of the Orignal is a Mixture of light grey and 
dark red. It grows hollow as the Beall grows old, and never 
lofes its elallic Power : Beat it ever lo long it fprings up 

again. Mattrelfes are made of it, and Saddles. Its Flelh is well 
tailed, light, arid nourilhihg ; it would be a Pity that it fhould 
caufe the Epilepfy ; but our Hunters, w^ho have lived upon it 
whole Winters, never found that it had any bad Quality. Its 
jST^in is^llrong, foft and fubllantial ; it is made into Shamios, and 

excellent 



Ci 



^he propei'Thne 
to hunt the Orig- 
nal. 



’Travels in North America. 6 ^ 

excellent Buff, which is very light. The Savages look upon the 
Orignal as a Creature of good Omen, and believe that thole 
who dream frequently of it, may flatter themfelves with long 
Life : But they think quite the contrary with Regard to dream- 
ing of the Bear, except in the Time when they are difpofed to 
hunt thofe Creatures. There is alfo current among thefe Bar- 
barians, a comical Tradition of a great Orignal, near which 
all the reft appear but as Ants : They fay his Legs are fo long, 
that eight Feet Depth of Snow is no Hindrance to him ; that 
his Skin is Proof againft all Sorts of Arms, and that he has a 
Kind of Arm which grows out of his Shoulder, which he 
makes Ufe of as we do of our’s ; that he never fails to have 
after him a great Number of Orignals, who form his Court, 
and who render him all the Services he requires of them. 
Thus the Antients had their Phoenix, and their Pegafus ; And 
the Chine/e and the Japane/e have their Kirin, their Foe, their 
Water Dragon, and their Bird of Paradife. — E^ery Country has 
its ridiculous Notions, 

The Orignal loves cold Countries ; he feeds on Grafs iii Sum- 
mer, and in Winter he gnaws the Trees. 
When the Snows are high, thefe Animals 
troop together into fome Pine- Grove, to fhel- 
ter themfelves under the Verdure from the 
bad Weather, and they continue there as long as they find 
Food. Then it is eafy to hunt them ; but eafier ftill, when the 
Sun begins to have Strength enough to melt the Snow ; for the 
frofty Nights making a Sort of Cruft upon the Snow melted in 
the Day, the Orignal (which is an heavy Creature) breaks it 
with his cloven Foot, fleas his Legs, ar.i has fome Trouble to 
get out of the Holes he makes. Without this, and efpecially 
when there is but little Snow, they cannot approach him with- 
out Trouble, nor without Danger ; becaufe, when he is wound- 
ed, he grows furious, turns fuddenly upon the Hunter, and 
tramples him under his Feet. The Way to efcape t^us, is for 
the Hunter to throw him his Coat, upon which he difeharges all 
his Fury ; whilft the Hunter, hid behind a Tree, can take his 
Meafures to kill him. The Orignal always goes a great Trot, 
which is near equal to the Speed of the Buffaloe, and he holds it 
a long Time: But yet the Savages can out-riin him. They 
fay that he kneels down to drink, to eat, and to reft himfelf, and 
that there is in his Heart a little Bone, which being reduced to 
Powder, and taken in Broth, appeafes the Pains of Child-birth, 
and facilitates Delivery. 

The moft Northern Nations of Canada h^ave per- 

forming this Hunt which is very eafy, and 
without Danger. The Hunters divide them- 
felves into two Companies : One embarks in 
K Canoes ; 



V arious Ways of 
his Cbace, 
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Canoes ; and thefe Canoes keeping at fome Diftance from each 
other, form a large Semicircle, the two Ends of which touch the 
Shore : The other Company that remains on the Land, performs 
much the fame Operation, and enclofe a large Space. Then 
thefe Hunters let go their Dogs, and rouze all the Orignals that 
are in that Space; and driving them forward, oblige them to 
run into the River, or the Lake. They are no fooner in the 
Water, than they lire upon them from all the Canoes : Every 
Shot takes Elace, and very feldom even a fingle Orignal efcapes 
Chamj,laiH of another Manner of hunting not only the 
Orignals, but alfo Harts and Caribous, which is fomething like 
this Way. They inclofe (fays he) a Part of a Foreft with Smkes 
interwoven with Branches of Trees, and leave but one narrow 
Opening, where they lay Snares made of raw Skins. This 
Space IS triangular, and from the Angle of the Entrance they 
draw another Triangle, much larger : So thefe two Inclofures 
communicate together by the two Angles : The two Sides of 
the fecond Triangle are alfo Ihut up with Stakes, and the Hun- 
ters ranged upon a Line form the Bafe. Then they advance, 
without breaking the Line ; and drawing nearer and nearer to 
each other, they make a great Shouting, and ftrike upon fome- 
thing that makes a great Noife. The Beads being liven for- 

Left, and being 

alighted with the Noife, know not where to fly, but into thi 
^er Inclofure ; and m^y, as they enter it, are caught by the 
Horns or the Neck. They flruggle greatly to get Ioofe,^and 
f^etimes they carry with them or break the Snares^ : Sometimes 
alfo they ftrangle themfelves, or at leaft give the Hunters Time 
to Ihoot them at their Eale, Thofe whfch efcape tht fale" 
better They are inclofed in too fmall a Space to Ihun the Ar- 
rows winch the Hunters let fly at them from all Sides. 

The Ongnal has other Enemies than the Savages, and which 

ffc-w the Car- ^ War againft him. The 

tajou^ or nMiId'Caty terrml^ of all is the Carcajou, or Quin- 

hunts the Orignal. J Sort of wild Cat ; whofe Tail is fo 

it, Rn^v . Tt. w • • Times round 

Its Body . Its Hair IS a reddifli brown. As foon as this Hunter 

can come ^ with an 9rignal, he leaps upon him ; and fixing 
upon his Neck, twills its long Tail rouid if after Jhirk® 

efca^this Misf^tune; liaiU, to get ijito the Water as foon at 
he is feized by this dangerous Enemy. The Carcajou, xvho can- 

“I his Hold immediately. But if the 
Water IS too far off, it has Time to kill the Qxignal befoe he 
wn get into it. Commonly this Hunter, whofe sLu is nof he 
heft, brings three Foxes to the Chaoe. and 

the 
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the Dlfcovery. As Toon as they have frrlelt out an Orignal, two 
place themfelves at his Sides, and the third behind him, and they 
all three make fuch a fine Manoeuvre, harralTing tlie Beall, that 



they oblige him to go where they have left the Carcajou, with 
which they agree afterwards about dividing the Game. ---Ano- 
ther Stratagem of the Carcajou, is to climb up a Tree: There ly- 
ing along upon an extended Branch, he waits for the paffing by 
of an Orignal, and leaps upon him as foon as he is within his 
Reach, 

Many People have imagined. Madam, that the Relations of 
Canada give the Savages more Wit and Senfe than they have. 
They arc, neverthelefs. Men : And under what Climate Ihall 
we find Brutes that have an Inflindl more ingenious than the 
Beaver, the Carcajou, and the Fox ? 

The Hart of Canadais abfolutely the fame as in France^ per- 
L u j commonly a litttle larger. It does not 

L n L appear that the Savages difturb him much ; 

the Lartbou. j make War 

againfl him in Form, and with any Preparations. It is not the? 
fame with Regard to tire Caribou ('aj. This is an Aniitial not fo 
high as the Orignal, which has more of the Afs than the Mule 
in its Shape, and which equals the Hart in Swiftnefs. Some 
Years ago, one appeared upon Cape Diamond, above ^ehet : It 
was, noDonbe, rfying from the Hunters, but he perceived foon 
he was not in a Place of Safety, and he made almofl but one 
Leap from thence into the River. A wild Goat of the Alps could 
not nave done more ; Then he fv/am very fvviftly acrofs the Ri- 
ver ; but it was all to no Purpofe; Some Canadians, who were 
going to make War, and who were encamped near the Point of 
having difeovered him, waited for his landing, and kiUed 
him. They greatly elleein the Tongue of tlris Animal, which 
herds moll about Hud/on 's Bay, The Sieur Jeremy, who has palled 
many Years in thefe Northern Parts, fays, that between the Danes 
River and Port Nel/on, during the whole Summer, they fee prodi- 
gious Numbers of them; which being driven from the Woods 
by the Flics and Gnats, c6me to refrelh themfelves by the Sea 
Side ; and that for the Space of forty or fifty Leagues they meet 
almofl continully wdth Herds of ten thoufand at leaft. 

It appears that the Caribou has never been in any great Num- 
bers in the moll frequented Places of Canada ; but the Orignals 
abounded every where w^hen w'e firll difeovered the Country ; 
and it might have made an Article of Trade, and a great Con- 
venience of Life, if they had been careful to preferve the Breed : 
But this they have not done ; and, cither becaufe they have 

(a) ft differs not froitt the Rain-Deer, but in its Colour j which is brown, 
or a little reddifh. 
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Species, by killing great Numbers, or that by 
frightening them they have been driven to fome other Countn; 
nothing IS more fcarce at prefent. 

In the Southern and Weftern Parts of Ne-w France, on both 
Of hunting the Cat Mijfjfppi, the moft famous Hunt is 

Bujaloe, Of Buffaloe, which is performed in 

^ Manner: The Hunters range themfelves 

on tour Lines, which form a great Square, and begin by fettinp- 
Fire to the Gr^s and Herbs, which are dry and very high^ 
then as the Fire gets forwards they advance, doling their 
Lines; The Buffaloes, which are extremely afraid of Fire, keep 
flying from it, and at lalt find themfelves fo crouded together^ 
that they are generally every one killed. They fay that a Party 
ftldom rewrns from hunting without killing Fifteen Hundred 
Thoufand. But lell the different Companies Ihould 
hinder each other, they all agree before they fet out about the 
Place where they intend to hunt. There are alfo fome Penalties 
appointed againft thofe who tranfgrefs this Rule, as well as 
againlt thofewho, quitting their Poll, give way to the Beads 
toefcape. Thefe Penalties confift ih giving a Right to every 
Perfon to ftnp thofe who are guilty, and to take away even their 
Arms, which is the greateil Affront that can be given to a Sa 
yage ; and to pull down their Cabins. The Chiefs are fubjedl 
to this Penalty, as well as the others, and if any were to endea- 
vour to exempt them from this Law, it would raife a Civil War 
amonglt them, which would not end Toon. 

The Bull, or Buffaloe, of Cana^/a is bigger than ours; his 
Defcription of the sj-g black, and fhort ; he has a 

nvild Bully or Buf- of Hair under his Muzzle, and 

/aloe. ^ Tuft of Hair upon his Head, which 

T 1 TT 1 ^ down upon his Eyes, and gives him a 
^ “P°" which 

•inf and goes increaling up to his Shoulders; 

and this Bump is covered with Hair, fomething reddilh, and 
very long ; the reft of the Body is covered with black Wool, 

has eight Pounds of Wool on it. This Animal has a large Cheft 
anvNefk^fh*^*"K^'’ ‘''’t^^^ and one can Lrce fee 

iJulK He runs away generally at the Sight of any Perfon and 

X^°uffalne"r^ Tq" take to a full Gallop 

The Buffaloe has a good Smell, and to approach him without 

the ^fnT^* w 1 to ftoot him, you muft go with 

he Sirs Hn ‘“tns upon 

cied the Cows have newly 

calved. His Flclh is good, but they feldom eat any but that of 

° the 
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the Cows, becaufe the Buffaloes are too tough. As for his 
Skin, there are none better ; it is eafily dreffcd, and tho’ very 
ftrong, it becomes fupple, like the beft Shamois. The Savages 
make Shields of it, which arc very light, and which a Mulket 
Ball will not eafily pierce. 

They find about Hudfon\ Bay another Bull, whofe Skin and 

Of the Mujk ‘‘*4, I already 

deicribed. This is what M. Jeremy fays of 
it : “ Fifteen Leagues from the Danes River, 
“ is the River of Seeds, fo called becaufe there are many in this 
“ Place. Between thefe two Rivers there is a Kind of Bulls which 
“ we call the MuJk Bulls ; becaufe they have fo ftrong a Smell of 
** Mufk, that at fomc certain Times there is no fuch Thing as 
eating their Flefh. Thefe Animals have a very fine Wool, and 
“ it is longer than that of the Sheep. I'broughtfome to 

France \n 1708, of which I had fome Stockings made, which 
were finer than thofe made of Silk. Thefe Bulls, though 
“ they are fmaller than our’s, have Horns much thicker and 
longer : Their Roots join on the Crown of the Head, and 
“ defeend by the Side of the Eyes almoft as low as the Throat ; 

afterwards the End rifes up, and forms a Kind of Crefeent. 
“ There are fome fo large, that I have feen of them, which be- 
ing feparated from the Skull, weighed both together fixty 
Pounds : Their Legs are very fhort, fo that their Wool 
‘‘ drags upon the Ground when they walk; which makes them 
fo deformed, that it is difficult at a little Diftance to know 
“ which Way the Plead Hands. There are not many of thefe 
“ Animals ; fo that the Savages would foon deftroy them, if 
they were to hunt them. Moreover, as their Legs are very 
fhort, when there is much Snow they kill them with Lances, 
** as they are not able then to make any Speed.’’ 

The moH common Qaadrupede at this Time in Canada, is the 
Of the Roe^ Roe-Buck, which differs in nothing from 
' our’s. It is faid that it Iheds Tears when it is 
run down by the Hunters. Whilll it is young 
its Hair is ftriped with many Colours lengthwife : Afterwards 
this Hair falls off, and another grows up of the Colour of the 
common Roe-Buck. This Creature is not fierce, and is eafily 
tamed, and feems naturally to have an Affedlion for Man. The 
Female that is ufed to the Houfe, retires into the Woods in rut- 
ting Time, and as foon as it has coupled with the Male, returns 
again to the Houfe of her Mailer. When her Time is come to 
bring forth, fhe returns into the Woods, and remains there fome 
Days with her Young ; then fhe returns again to her Mafler; 
but continues to vifit her Young very affiduoufly : When they 
think proper, they follow her and take her Young, and fhe 

brings 
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brings them sp in the Houfe. It is fomething ftrange that all 
our Habitations have not whole Herds of them. The Savages 
them but feldom. 

Thert: are alfo in the Woods- of Canada many Wolves, or ra- 



xefTjrefiiino (of the Cat Kind.) They are true Hunters, which 
Jvve only on the Animals they cateh, and which they purfue to 
the Tops of the higneft Trees. Their Flefli is white and good 
to eat. Their Skins are well known in France ; it is one of the 
ivneft Furs of this Country, and one of the greateft Articles of 
its Trade. 

Fherc are a Sort of black Foxes in the northern Mountains, 
whofe Skins are much valued, but they are very fcarce. There 
arefome that are more common, the Hair of which is black or 
grey, and others of a tawny red. They find fome going up 
the Miffiftppi tnat are very beautiful, the Fur of which is of a 
Sliver Colour. We alfo meet with here Tygers, and Wolves 
of a fmaller Kind than our’s. The Foxes here catch Water- 
Fowl in a very ingenious Manner. They go a little Way into 
the Water, and come out again, and make a thoafand Capers 
upon the Bank of the River. ^ The Ducks, the Budards, and the 
like Birds wno are pleafod with this* Sport, approach the Fox ; 
When he fees them within his Reach, he keeps himfelf very 
i^iet at firft, not to fcare them ; he only wags his Tail to draw 
them nearer, and the filly Birds give into the Snare fo far as to 
pick his Tail. Then the Fox leaps upon them, and feldom 
miffes his Aim. Some Dogs have been broke to this Way with 
Succefs, and thefe Dogs make a fharp War with the Foxes. 

Here is a Kind Pole-C at, which they call Enfant de Diahle or 

Of the /mail F^tante (.the Child of the Devil, or iHnk- 



Mile roand. It is, in other Relpeiis, a very pretty Ani^nal, It is 
about as high as a final} Cat, but bigger round, has bright Hair 
^iclining to grey, with two white Lines, which form on the 
Back an oval Figure from its Head to the Tail. Its Tail is 
bulhy like a Pox’s, and it carries it like a Squirrel. Its Fur is 
hfce that of the Pekans, another Kind of wild Cat, about the 
fame Bignefs of oiir’s. Otters Skins, common Pole-Cat’s, the 
rit&is o\ Stote, the Field Rat’s, the Ermine’s, and the Marten’s, 
are what we call the fmall Peltry. The Ermine is about the 
Size of our Squirrel, but fomething longer ; its Hair is a fine 
white, and It has a very long Tail, the End of which is as black 




Wolves in a Kind of Flowling : In every 
Thing elfe, fays Mr. Sarrajia^ they are ex 



ing BeafI) becanfe when it is purfued. it 
makes a Urine which ftinks the Air for half a 



as Jet. The Martens in CaBctda are not fo red as thofe of 



France 
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J^raace, hsivc a finer Fur. They keep generally in the midtt 
of the Woods, out of which they never come but once in two or 
three Years ; but they always come out in great Troops. *^I’he 
Savages believe that the Year when they fee them come out, will 
Hunting ; t/jat is to Jay, that there will be a<3ecp Snow 
The Martens Skins are adually fold here at a Crown a-piece* 
I mean the common ones, for thofe that are brown fetch up to 
twenty-four Livres, and more. The or Stote differs ^o- 
thing from the Pole-Cat, but in that the Fur is blacker, longer 
and thicker. Thefe tw'o Animals make War with the Bird*'* 
even with thelarg^l,Md make great Ravages-in Hen-Rooftsand 
Dove-Houfes. The Field Rat is twice as big as ours, and has 
an hmry Tail, and its Fur is of a Very fine Silver grey. There 
me fome which are entirely white, and a very beautiful White. 
IheFemale has a Purfe under the Belly, which opens and fhats 
when Ihe will. She puts her young ones in it when ftie is purfued 
and faves them with lierfelf. As to the Squirrels, riiev give 
very little Difturbance here, fo that there are a prodigmus 
Number in this Country. They diftinguilh them into three 
Sorts ; the red, which does not differ from ours, the S<uii?s 
which are a httle fmaller, and are fo called becaufe their Fur is 
f wuh r^,. black, and white, much like the 

Guard; and the flying Squirrels, of much 
Fur is a dark grey. They 
call them flying not becaufe they really fly, but becaufe they 

of forty Paces at 

le^l. When they leap from a high Place to a lower, they lean 
twice as far. What enables them to make fuch Leaps, arc two 
Skins which they have on their Sides, between the fore and hind 
Feet, and which ftretch to the Breadth of two Inches. They 
are very thin, and only covered with Down. This little Animi 
familim ; It IS very lively when it does not lleep; 
but It often fleyis in any Place it can creep into, as a Pocket 
Sleeve, or Muff. It foon grows fond of its Mafter, and will 

U ; I’erfpns. The Porcupine ofCaaaaa 

IS as thick as a middling Dog, but fliortcr, and not fo high ; its 

long, about the Thicknefe of a 
^ “d very ftrong, particularly on the 

. ® ^ its Arms, both offenfive and defenfive. It 

darts them direfHy at thofe who attempt its Life, and if it enters 
ever fo ^tlein the Flefli, it muff be drawn out inftantly, or elfa 
It finks in entirely. Jts for this Reafon. that they are very 

Theb Fklh approaching thefif Animals^ 

^ A roafied Porcupine, is as good 

« a fucking Pig, The Hares and Rabbits here^ are like th Jh of 
£*r^f, excepung that their hind Legs are longer. Their Skins 

are 
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are of no great Ufe, becaufe they Ihed their Fur continually; 
which is a Pity, for their Fur is very fine, and Would do no Da- 
mage in the Hat Manufadlure. In Winter thefe Animals turn 
grey, and feldom come out of their Holes, where they live upon 
the fmalleft Branches of the Birch Tree. In Summer, their Fur 
is of a yellowifh red. The Foxes make a fharp War with them 
in all Seafons, and the Savages take them in Winter in Gins, 
when they go out to feek for Food. 



A Defcriptiott of the Country between Lake St. Pierre, and Mont- 
real : In ^hat it differs yro;w Quebec. A Defcription of the 
IJland and Toutjn of Montreal, and its Environs, Of the 
Fiffery for Sealsy the Sea Coiv, Porpoifcy and Whale, 



Leagues, the Pleafure I had formerly in coming this fame. Route 
in a Canoe, in the fineft Weather in the World, to fee open be- 
fore me by Degrees as I advanced. Canals that reached out of 
Sight, between a prodigious Number of Iflands, which at a Di- 
Rance feemed to make one Land with the Continent, and Hop 
the River in its Courfe, thofe pleafing Views, which changed 
every Moment like the Decorations of a Theatre, and which 
one would think were contrived on Purpofe to recreate a Travel- 
ler : But I had fome Reoompence in the Singularity of the 
Sight of an Archipelago, that was become in fome Manner a Con- 
tinent ; and by the Convenience of travelling in a Sledge, or 
Kind of Calalh, upon Canals between Iflands, which appeared 
as if they had been plac’d by a Line like Orange Trees. 

As for the Profpedt, it is not fine in this Seafon. Nothing is 



which prefent to our Sight only hoary Heads, and Branches 

loaded with Ificles. In other Refpefts, Madam, the Lake 

of St, Pierre is here what the River Loire is in France. On the 



I am, &c. 



LETTER VII. 



Madam, 



Montreal^ March 20. 



of Richlieu. 




had not in pafling here, which is about twenty 



Difference be- 
tnveen the Country 
of Quebec, and 
that of Montreal. 



more melancholy than that White which co- 
vers every Thing, and which takes the Place 
of that beautiful Variety of Colours which is 
the greateft Ornament of the Country ; than 
Trees, which appear planted in the Snow, and 



Side 
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Side of ^elec the Lands are good ; but in general you fee no- 
thing that can recreate the Sight. Moreover, the Climate it 
very fevere ; for the more we go down the River, and the more 
we advance towards the North, of Confecjuence the Cold is more 
piercing, ^chec is in 47. 56. Latitude, l^rois Ri^ierts\% \xi 
46. and fome Minutes : And Montreal between 44. and 45. The 
River St. Laurence^ above the Lake of St. Pierriy making an EU 
bow to the South. It feems therefore, when we are pad 
the IJlandsof Richlieuy as if we were tranfported all at once into 
another Climate. The Air is fofter, the Land more level, the 
River finer ; and its Banks have a ye ne feat quoi, more pleafing. 
We nieet from Time to Time with Iflands, fome of which are 
inhabited ; the others, in their natural State, offer to the Sight the 
hneft Landfeapes in the World. In a Word, it is Touraine and 
la Limagne of Auvergne y compared with Maine and Normandy. 

The Ifle of Monirealy which is as it were the Centre of this 

Defeription of Country, is ten Leagues long from Eaft 

thp I/Ip /f Mnn yt€ity and near four Leagues over in its 

treal. ^ greateft Breadth. The Mountain from 

which it takes its Name, and which has 
two Heads of unequal Height, is almoil in the Mid>ft of the 
Length of the Ifland, but it is but half a League from the 
South Coad, upon which the Town is built. This Town was 
called Ville-Mariey by its Founders j but thi^ Name hath never 
been brought into common Ufe : It is only mentioned in public 
Writings, and afnongft the Lords, who are very tenacious of it. 
Thefe Lords, who have the Domrdn not only of the Town, but 
alfo of the whole Ifland, arc Miflionaries of die Seminary of St. 
Sulpice : And as all the Lands here are very good, and well culti- 
vated ; and as the Town is as well peopled as ^ueLe^y wc may 
affirm that this Lordfliip is worth half a Dozen of the bed m 
Canada. This is the Fruit of the Labour and good Condudt of 
the Lords of this Ifland ; and certainly twenty private Perfons, 
amongft whom this might have been divided, would not have 
put it in the State we now fee it, nor have made the People fo 
iiappy. The Town of Montreal has a very chearful AfpedI : It 
is well fituated, open, and well built. The Agrceablenefs of its 
Environs, and its Prc^edls, infpires a certain Gaity, of which 
every one feels the Effeft. It is not fortified : A Tingle Pallifade, 
which is but poorly kej)t up, is all its Defence ; with a bad Re- 
doubt upon a Iltde Eminence, which ferves for a Bulwark, and 
which terininates with a gentle Slope at a little Square. This is 
what we meet with at firfl, in coming from ^^bec. It is not 
forty Years ago, fince the Town was quite open, and expofed to 
be burnt by the Savages or the Englijh. It was the Chevalier de 
Callieres) Brother ot the Plenipotentiary of Ri/vL/icky who en- 

L clofed 
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clofed it whilft he was Governor. They have talked fome Years 
of furrounding it with Walls f a) ; but it will be eafy to en- 
gage the Inhabitants to contribute towards it : They are brave* 
and not rich ; and are hard to be perfuaded of the Necemty of 
this Expence, being fully convinced that their Valour is more 
than fumcient to defend the Town againil any Enemy thatfhould 
dare to attack it. Our Canadians^ on this Article, have all a 
pretty good Opinion of themfelves, and we mull allow it is not 
ill founded ; but in Confequence of the Confidence which this 
gives them, it is not fo difficult to furprize them, as to conquer 

them. r n- 

Montreal a long Square, fituated on the Bank of the River ; 
which riling infenfibly, divides the Town in its Length into 
High and Low ; but the Afcent from one to the other is fcarcely 
perceiveable. The Hotel Dieu, and the King^s Magazines, are 
in the Lower Town, and almoft all the Traders live there. The 
Seminary and the Parifh Church, the Recollets , the Je/uitSy the 
Maids of the Congregation, the Governor, and greateft Part of 
the Officers, are in the Higher Town. Beyond a little Rivulet, 
which comes from the North Weft, and bounds the Town on 
that Side, there are fome Houfes and the Hofpital General ; and 

f oing to the Right, beyond the Recolletsy whofe Convent is at the 
nd of the Town, on the fame Side, there begins to be formed a 
Kind of Suburb, which in Time will make a very fine Quarter. 

The Jefuits here have but a very little Houfe ; but their 
Church, which is juft finifhed, is large and well built. The 
Convent of the Recollets is much larger, and the Society more 
numerous. The Seminary is in the Centre of the Town It 
appears that they ftudied more to make it folid and convenient, 
than fine; but yet it has the Air of belonging to the Lords of 
the Place : It communicate with the Parifh Church, which has 
much more the Appearance of a Cathedral than that of Quebec* 
The Service is performed here with a Modefty and Dignity 
which infpires Refpedt for the Majefty of the God who is here 
adored. 

The Houfe of the Maids of the Congregation, though one 
of the largeft in the Town, is yet ftill too little to lodge fo nu- 
merous a Society : It is the Chief of an Order, and the Novici- 
ate of an Inftitution, which ought to be fo much dearer to 'tlcys 
France^znd. to this Town, in particular, becaufe it took its Rife 
here, and becaufe all the Colony feels the Advantages of this 
fine Foundation, Hotel Dieu is ferved by Nuns, the firft of 

which were taken from Fleche in Anjou^ 



(a) This is now done. 

S 



They 
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Tliev are poor, vet their Poverty does not appear in thei^ 
Hall • ^hich is larpe and well furnilhed with Beds and oth* 
?u™i u7e Lr iSeiV^^^^^ which is fine and well adorn’d * 
■nor StireirHoufe, which is well built, neat and convenient : 

But they have but a poor Maintewnce, and*in the Care 

fatigabljr employed in the Inftruaion of Youth, and in the Care 

"’^TheSpital General owes its Foundadon to a pnva^^^^ 

fon, named Charron, who furmf^ the 

Perfons, not only for this good Work, but 
Country Parifhes with School-Mafters. ^bo fhould nft^ft he 
Boys, L the Sifters of the Cougregaupn do ^irls • But the 
Society was foon diflblved : Some left it for and 

fome through Ficklenefs ; fo that the 

alone. However, he was not difcourag , , Powerful 

own Purfe, and found Means to open thofe of 

Perfons : He built a Houfe, and procured u 

Mailers, and Perfons to attend the Hofpi feared nei 

a Pleafure to aflift and give Authority to a ^ 

therhis own Subftance, nor his Pains, 

difcourage. In (hort, before his Dear , w i p 

1719, he^ad the Comfort to fee h« Pro^^ «ut of all ^ 

W,fh t,y“S vr'schlol! 

Mafcn'lreS yel well etabUM *“ 

Order they have received from Court, forbiddi g 

an uniform Habit, or to engage themlelves by Vows, may h n- 

der their Eftablifliment. , , r-> 

Between the Illand of Montreal and the Continent on the 
North Side, there is another Ifland about 
eight Leagues long, and two Leagues over : 
It was firft named the Ifland of Montmagny, 
from the Name of a Governor General of 

/ Canada : It was afterwards granted to the 

Je/uits, who called it the Ifland of JeJus ; and it has preferved 
this laft Name, though it has pafled fr®"" ‘h® Ltan^ds of the Je- 
fuits to Mefficurs of the Seminary «f who have begun 

4 place fome Inhabitants here ; and as the Lands are good, 
there is Room to hope that the whole iBand will . , . „ 

The Channel which feparates the two Iflands, is called the Ri- 
rr-, e.,, . L ver 4 Prairies, {Meadows) becaufe it runs 
The Fall of the • <,f fine Meadows. Its Courfe is 

Recollets. impeded towards the Middle by a Torrent 

which they call the Recolet's Fall, in Memory of °"® 
ti»r, who was drowned here. The Ecclefiaftics of t . 

\j z 



Of the l/Iami of 
jefus, and theRt- 
wer des Prairies, 
(of the Meadows) 
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of Montreal, f<ir along Time, had a Miffion of Savages near thi« 
flace, which they have fince removed to another Part. 

The third Arm of the River is ftrewed as it were with fuch a 
Of iLfi prodigious Number of Iflands, that there is 

tons of Montreal Water. This Chan- 

^ ^viontreal. MiUes-iJks, or River of ^/. Jean 

Uhoufand JJlands, or John^s River.) At the Head of the 
Ifland Je/us, is the little Ifland Bi 7 ,ard, fo called from the Name 
of a Officer^ to whom it belonged, and who died a Major 
at Montreal. A little higher towarcis the South, is the Ifland 
ferrot ; thus called by Mr. Perroi, who was the firfl Governor of 
Montreal, and the Father of Madam the Countefs de la Roche- 
Allard, and of Madam the Prefidentefs of Luhert, This Ifland is 
near two Leagues every Way, and the Lands are good, and they 
begin to clear them. The Ifle Bixard terminates the Lake des 
deux Montagnes (of the two Mountains) and the Ifland Perrot fe- 
parates the fame Lake from that of St. Louis. 



The Lake of the two Mountains is properly the Mouth of the 
Great Ri^er, otherwife called the River of the Outaouais, into the 
River St. Laurence. It Is two Leagues long, and near as wide. 
The Lake of St. Louis is fomething larger, but it is in Fadl no- 
thing more than an Enlargement 0? the River <S/. Laurence. Till 
lately, the French Colony extended no farther to the Weft; but 
they begin to make fome new Habitations a little higher, and 
the Lands are every where excellent. 

That which has been the Security of Montreal and its Envi- 
Of the Fall during the laft Wars, are two Villages 

St. Louis. ^ Iroquois Chriftiahs, and the Fort de Chamlly. 
_ ' The firft of the two Villages is that of the 

Fair of St. louis, fltuated on the Continent on the South Side, 
three Leagues above the Town of Montreal. It is very popu- 
lous, and has always been efteemed one of our ftrongeft Barriers 
Idea then Iroquois, and the Englijh oi Ne^ fork. It has 
already been twice removed within the Space of two Leagues. 

where I faw it in 1708, was over- againft the 
Fall of St. Louis ; and it keeps this Name, though it is now a 
good Diftance from it. It looks as if they had fixed it now ; 
tor the Church, which is juft finiflied, and the Houfe of the Mif- 
fion^ies arc, each in its Kind, two of the fineft Buildings irl 
the Country. The Situation is charming : The River St. Laurence, 
which IS very wide here, is alfo hereabouts full of Iflands, which 
^ ave a very fine EfFe6l. The Ifland of Montreal, entirely peopled, 
IS a Ferlpedlive on one Side; and the View has fcarce any Bounds 
on the othef Side, on Account of the Lake St. Louis, which be- 
gins a httic higher. 



Cl 



The 



travels in North America. 77 

The fecond Village is called de la Motitagne^ (6f the Mountain) 
becaufe it was a long Time on the Mountain 
which gave the Name to the Ifland. It has 
of the Mountain, fmce been removed to the Recoiled s Fall, as I 
laid before. It is now on the Continent, over-againft the Weft 
End of the Ifland. It is governed bv the Eccldiaftics of the Se- 
minary of Montreal. Thefe two Villages have produced many 
brave Men, and their Fervour in Religion was admirable before 
the Avarice of our Traders had introduced Drunkennefs, which 
has made ftill greater Ruin here than in the Mifiions of St. Fran- 
cois and Bechancourt. 

The MilTionaries have ip vain employed all their Induftry and 
Vigilance to put a Stop to this Diforder. It 

Di/orders occa- Purpofe that they called in the 

fioned by the Brandy Magiftrates, threatened the 

Wrath of Heaven, and offered the moft per- 
Villages. fuafive Reafons : All fignified nothing. Even 

the moft fatal Accidents, in which the Hand of GOD evidently 
appeared heavy on the Authors of this Eyil, have not been fufli- 
cient to open the Eyes of fome Chrijiians, whom a Thirft- af- 
ter fordid Gain hath blinded. One fees even in the Squares 
and Streets of Montreal^ the moft frightful Speaacles, the certain 
Confequences of the Drunkennefs of thefe Barbarians : Huf- 
bands and Wives, Fathers, Mothers and their Children ; 
Brothers and Sifters, taking each other by the Throat, tearing 
oifeach other’s Ears, and biting one another like furious Wolves. 
The Air refounds in the Night with Howlings, more horrible 
than thofe which the wild Beafts make in the Woods. 

Thofe who have moft to reproach themfelves with for thefe 
horrible Diforders, are the firft to afic, Ff thefe People are Chrif- 
tians P W^e may anfwer them, Yes, they are Chrijlians, and new 
Converts, who know not what they do : But thofe who cooly, 
and knowing the certain Effed, bring them by their Avarice to 
this Condition, have they any Religion ? They know that the 
Savages would give all they have for a Glafs of Brandy : Thii 
IS a Temptation to the Traders ; againft which, neither the Cries 
of the Paftors, nor the Zeal and Authority of the Magiftrates, 
nor Refped of the Laws, nor the Severity of the Sovereign Ju- 
rifdidion nor the Fear of GOD’s Judgments, nor the Thoughts 
of Hell, (a Reprcfentation of which is fcen in the Drunkennefs of 

thefe Savages) have been able to rcftrain them. But let us 

turn away our Eyes from thefe difagreeable Objeds. 

The great Trade for Skins, after the Town of Trois Rivieres 
was no longer frequented by the Nations of the North and Weft, 
was carried on feveral Years at Montreal y whither the Savages re- 
forted at certain Seafons from all Parts of Canada. This was a 

Kind 
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K.fnd of Fair, which brought many French to this Town. The 
Governor General, and the Jntendant, came hither alfo, and 
they took Advantage of this Occalion to accommodate the Dif- 
ference that might'^have happened between our Allies. But if 
you meet. Madam, by Chance, with the Book of La Hontan^ 
where Mention is made of this Fair, I would have you take 
Care how you give Credit to what he fays of it : He does not 
even preferve Probability. The Women of Montreal never gave 
any Foundation for what this Author reports of them, and there 
is no Fear that their Honour fhould ever fuffer any Blemifli from 
the Savages. There is no Example that any have ever taken 
the lead Liberty with the French Women, even when they were 
their Prifoners : They not even feem to have an Inclination 
to it ; and it were to be wifhed that the Frenchmen had the fame 
Diflike to the Savage Women. La Hontan could not be ignorant 
of what is fo publickly known in this Country ; but he wanted 
to give a Gaiety to his Memoirs, and for this Purpofe he laid 
any Thing. We are always fure to pleafe certain Perfons, 
when we give no Bounds to a Liberty of inventing Stories, and 
of ilandenng. 

One fees now and then little Fleets of Savages arrive Mon- 
treal ; but nothing in Comparifon of former Times. It is the 
iroqueis War that has interrupted this great Concourfe of Na- 
tions in the Colony. To make Amends for this Failure of the 
Savages coming to Montreal, they have eftabliflied amongd the 
greatedPartof them Magazines and Forts, where there are always 
an Officer and Soldiers enough to fccure the Merchandize. The 
Savages will always have a Gunfmithin thefe Places; andinmany 
there are Miffionaries ; who would do more Good if there were 
no French there. There is Reafon to btlieve it would be 
better to fet Things upon the antient Footing, fince Peace has 
been edabliflied both within and without the Colony : This 
would be the Means to redrain the Wood-Rangers, whofe Cove- 
toufnefs (not to mention theDiforders caufed by their Licentiouf- 
nefs) makes them every Day guilty of mean Aftions, which ren- 
der us defpicable in the Sight of the Savages, have lower'd 
our Merchandizes, and raifed the Price of Skins. Beddes, the 
Savages, naturally proud, are grown infolent, fince they find 
that we feek after them. 

The Fifhery might much more enrich Canada the Chace; 



lonids to make it the principal Objedl of their Trade. 1 have 

nothing to add to what I have already faid on the Cod Fifhery, 
which alone would be worth more to us than Feruy if the Foun- 



Of the Seal 
Fijhery^ 



and this does not depend on the Savages : 
Two weighty Reafons for following it, which 
yet have not been fufficient to engage our Cor 



ders 
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ders of Nevj France had taken proper Meafures to fecure th« 
Pofleffiort of it toourfelves.— I begin with the Filhery for Seals, 
Sea Cows, and Porpoifes, which may be carried on every where 
in the Gulph of St. Lauretut, and a great Way up the River. 

The Sea Wolf, or the Seal, takes its Name from us Cry, winch 
is a Sort of howling ; for in its Shape it refemblcs not the Wolf, 
nor any Land Animal that we know. Lefcarbot z^cctx.^, that he 
has heard fome cry like Screech-Owls ; but thefe might be only 
young ones, whofe Cry was not quite formed. 1 hey make no 
Hefitation here, Madam, to place it in the Rank of Fiihes ; 
though it is not mute, though it is brought forth on the Land, 
and fives as much on it as in the Water, and is covered with 
Hair ; In a Word, though it wants nothing to make it to be 
confidered as an amphibious Creature. But we are in a new 
World, and it mull not be required of us always to fpeak the 
Language. of the Old ; and Cudoin, againft which there is no 
realbning, is here in Podefiion of all its ^Rights. So that the 
War they make with the Seals, though it is often on Land, 
and with the Gun, is called a Filhery ; and that which they 
with the Beavers in the Water, and witn Nets, is called 
C hace# 

The Head of a Seal is fomething like a Bull-Dog’s : He has 
four Legs, very Ihort, erpecially thofe be- 
Defeription of other Relpeft it is a Flih- 

the Leal. drags itfelf rather than walks upon its 

Feet Its Legs before have Nails, thofe behind are like 
Fins’: His Skin is hard, and covered with fhort Hair of divers 
Colours. There are fome Seals all white, and they are all fo at 
firft ; but fome, as they grow up, become black, others tawny > 
Many are of all theih CoLours mixed together. 

The Filhermen diftinguifli feveral Species of Seals : Tiiff 
largeft weigh up to two thoufand Pounds, 
Of the feojeral jg more pointed than 

Species of Seals. the others. There are fome that only frilk 
about in the Water : Our Sailors call them BraJJ'eun, { Bre^-v:ers.) 
They 'have given the Name of Nau to another oort ; for which I 
can give no Reafon, nor know the Meaning of the Word. Ano- 
ther Sort they call Groffes Tetes, (Great Heads.) There are fome 
fmall ones that are very lively and ficilful in cutting the Ncu 
they are taken in : They are of a Tyger Colour ; they are full 
of Play and Spirit, and as pretty as Creatures of this Shape can 
be. The Savages learn thefe to follow them like little Dogs^ 
and eat them notwithftanding. ' . 

M. Denys fpeaks of two Sorts of Seals that are found upon th« 
Coafts of Acadia. One Sort (fays he) are fo big, that their 
Young are larger than our largeft Porkers. He adds, that foo3 
^ ® after 
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after they are brought forth, the old ones carry them to theWa- 
ter, and from Time to Time bring them afhore again to fuck : 
That the Time of fucking them is the Month of February ; 
when the young ones, which they aim chiefly to catch, gofcarce 
any more into the Water : That at the firft Noife the old ones 
fly, making a great Noife to give Notice to the yoiing ones to 
follow them ; which they never fail to do, if the Fifhermen do 
not make Hafte to give them a Blow on the Nofe with a Stick, 
which is enough to kill them.— The Number of thefe Animals 
inuft be very great upon thefe Coafts, if it true, as the fame Au- 
thor afhrms, that in one Day they take fometimes eight hundred 
of the young ones. 

The fecond Species of thefe Seals, which M. Denyx fpeaks of, 
IS very fmall, and has little more Oil but what it has in its Blad- 
der. Thefe I aft never go far from the Shore, and there is always 
one that Hands Centinel : At the firft Signal he gives, they all 
throw themfelves into the Sea : After fome Time they approach 
^he L^d, and raife themfelves Upon their hind Feet to fee if 
there is nothing to fear: But in Spite of all their Precautions, 
they furprize a great Number of them on Shore, and it is almoft 
impoftible to take them any other Way. 

It is agreed, that the Flefli of the Seal is not bad to eat, but 

Vfe of the Fkjh lly ril 

Shift rtf ihit difficult. They melt the Fat on 

teal ^ inio an Oil. Some- 

times they only put the Fat of a great many 
Seals on Square Planks; and leave it to diffblve of itfclf, a Hole 
being made at the Bottom, for the Oil to run through. This Oil 
whilft it is new is very good for Kitchen Ufes ; but that of the 
young Seals foon grows rank, and the oflier dries too much, 
upon keeping any time : They then ufe it to bum, or to drefs 
Skins with. It keeps clear a long Tinie, has no Smell, and 
leaves no Lee, nor any Kind of Foulnefs at the Bottom of the 
Veffel. 

At the firft fettling the Colonv, they ufed a great Quantity 
of Seal Skins to make Muffs ; but that is now out of Fafhion; 
and their chief Ufe now is to cover Trunks, When they 

are tanned they have almoft the fame Grain as Morocco Lea- 
ther : They are not fo fine, but they are ftronger, and wear 
better. They make of them Very good Shoes, and Boots ; which 
will , not take Water. They are alfo ufed to cover Seats of 
Chairs, the Frames of which are fboner worn out than the Co- 
vers. They tan thefe Skins here with the Bark of the Spruce 
n’ 3nd in the Tinfture, they ufe to dye them black, they mix 
a Powder, drawn from certain Stones they find upon the Banks of 
the Rivers ; which arc called rhunder Sionesy or Marcafites. 

The 
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The Seals couple upon , the Rocks, and fometimes upon the 
Some Par tku la- v®’ Females bring forth their 

»•••//« of the/e Am- ^ i ,7 two, and 

tmIs. P>^e“y oFten in the Water, 

but oftener upon the Land. When tbey y/ould 
accuftom them to fwim, they carry then), as they fay, on their 
Backs in tJie Water, and let them ofF frpm Time to Time into the 
Water, then take then again, and continue thi« Praaice till 
the youn^ ones can fwim alone. If thi^ Fa^ is true, this is 
a llrange f ilh, which Nature has not taught what the greateft 
part of Land Animals are capable of almoft as fooi) as they come 
into the World. The Seal has its Senfes very qaick,.and this is 
its foie Defence ; but this dotes not hinder them from being often 
furprized, as I have before remarked ; but . the moft cpm- 
mon Method of filhing for them is this ; The Cuftom of this 
Animal, when it is in the Water, is to coii\e with the Tide into 
the Creeks. When they have difeovered the Creeks, where ^ 
great Number come, they Ihut them up with Stakes and Nets; 
they only leave a fmall Space open by which the Seals ent^! 
When the Tide is i^, , they flop this Opening, /b that after the 
Tide is out, thefe Fifh remain or the Shore, apd they have on,iy 
the Trouble to knock them or. the Head. They follow them 
alfo in a Canoe, in Places where there is Plenty of them, and 
when they put their Heads out of the Water to breathe, they 
fhpot them. If they are only wounded, they ^afily take them ; 
but if they are fhot dead, they fink diredly to the Bottom, like 
as the Beavers do. But they have great Dogs, which are trained 
to fetch them up at the Depth of feven or eight fathom. 
Our Fiihermen take hut few Sea-pows on the Cpafts the 
Gulph of Laurence ; I know not whether they have tak^n any 
in other Places. The EngUjb formerly eilablifhftd a Fiihery frir 
th^em at the Lie of ; but they made po great Advantage 
of it. The Shape of this Animal is not very different from 
Seals. What is peculiar to it, are two Teeth, pf the JBignefs 
and Length of a Man’s Arm, a little bent back at Top, mid 
which appear at a Diftance like Horns; this is prohaWy the Rea- 
fon they are called Sea-Cows. Our Sailors Call them more plainly 
laheet a Ja grannie dent, (the great toothed Bead) thefe Teeth are 
- . Ivory, as well as all thofe which are in the Jaw of 

tills Fim, and which are four Inches long. 

There are in the River St, Laurence Porpoifes of two Colours ; 

Porpol/es of t^o Salt Water ; that is to fay, till a little 

Colours, below the Ifle of Orleans^ they dp not differ 

from iliofe found in the Sea : In the frelh 
Water they are all white, and as big as a Cow. The firfl go 
generally m Companies, I have have not obferved the fame of the 

M others, 



82 An Uiftorical Journal of 

others, though I have feen many of them playing in the Port 
of ^bec. They feldom go higher than this City, but there 
arc many on the Coafts of Acadia^ as well as of the firft Kind ; 
fothat the Difference of their Colour does not proceed from the 
Difference of the fait and frefti Water. The white Porpoifes 
yield a Hogfhead of Oil, and this Oil is little different from 
that of the Seals :I never faw any Perfon who had eaten the 
Flefh of this Animal ; but as to the Black Porpoife, they fay, that 
they are not bad eating: They make Puddings and Chitterlings of 
their Entrails, the Harfletis excellent in Fricaffee, and the Head 
letter than that of a Sheep, but not fogood as a Calf’s. 

The Skins of both Sorts are tan’d like Mcrocco Leather. At 
, . firft it is foft like Fat, and is an Inch thick, 

UJe of their ferape it a long Time, and it becomes 

^ tran^arent Leather ; and how thin 
foeverit is, even fo as to be nt for Waiftcoats and Breeches, 
it is always very ftrong and Proof againft a Mufket Ball. There 
are fome eighteen Feet long, and nine wide ; they fay that there 
is nothing better to cover the Tops of Coaches. They have 
lately eftablifhed two Fiftieries below ^ebeciox Porpoifes, one in 
the Bay of St. FauU and the other feven or eight Leagues lower, 
over-againft a Habitation called Camourafeay from the Name of 
certain Rocks that rife confiderably above the Water. The Ex- 
pences are not great ; and the Profits would be confiderable, if 
the Porpoifes were Animals fettled in a Place : But either 
through Inftinft, or Caprice, they often break the Meafures of 
the Filhermen, and take another Route than that where they 
wait for them. Moreover, thefe Filheries, which would only en- 
rich fome few Perfons, have occafioned an Inconvenience which 
made the common People complain ; which is, that they have 
greatly diminilhed the Eel Fiftiery, which is a great Help to the 
poor Inhabitants. For the Porpoifes, finding themfelves dif- 
turbed below ^^becy are retired to fome other Place ; and the 
Eels, finding no longer thefe great Fifh in their Way, which 
obliged them to return back, go down the River without any 
Hindrance ; whence it happens, that between ^ebec and Trois 
Rivieresy where they took a prodigious Number every Year, they 
now fcarce take any. 

The Way of fifhing for Porpoifes is much the fame as that 
I have been mentioning for Seals. When the Tide is out, they 
fet Stakes in the Mud, or Sand, pretty near one another, and 
they faften Nets to them in the Shape of Funnels, the Opening 
of which is pretty large, and made in fuch a Manner, that when 
once the Fifh has entered, he can’t find his Way out again. 
They take Care to put upon the Tops of the Stakes Branches 
of Greens. When the Tide rifes, thefe Fifh giving Chace to 
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Herrings, which always run to the Sides, and being allured by 
the Greens which they greatly love, are engaged in the Nets, 
and find thcmfelves fhut up : As the Tide finks, it is pleafant to 
fee their Trouble, and their fruitlefs Attempts to efcape: _At lafl 
they remain on dry Land, and often one upon another in fuch 
great Numbers, that one Blow with a Stick kills two or three of 
them. They fay that there have been found fome among the 
white Sort, which weighed three thoufand Pounds. 

Every one knows the Nature of the Whale Filhery, therefore 
u uru 1 ^ fay nothing of it. It is faid here, that 

Vf the Whale, Bi/cayners^ who carried it on formerly in 

the River Sr. Laurencey difeontinued it only to apply themfelves 
entirely tojthe Fur-Trade, which required.not fomuch Expence or 
Labour, and the Profits of which were then more confiderable, and 
of a quicker Return. On the other Hand, they had not all the 
Conveniencies for this Fifhery, which may be had at prefen t, now 
there are Habitations very near the Gulf. Some Years ago they 
tried to re-eftablifh it, but without Succefs : The Undertakers 
either had not a fufficient Fund to make the neceffary Advances, 
or expefled their Charges to be reimburfed fooner than the Thing 
would allow, or elfe they wanted Perfeverance. It appears never-^ 
thelefs certain that this Filhery might be a great Article in the 
Trade of this Colony (a)y and might be carried on with lefs 
Expence and Danger than on the Coafts of Greenland ; and what 
Ihould hinder to fix it here, as M. Denys propofed to do that of 
the Cod-Filhery in Acadia. — This is, Madam, all that con- 
cerns the Filheries, that may enrich Canada, 

I am, &c. 



LETTER VIIL 

Cfthe Fort of Chambly : Of the Fijh% of the Birds : And of fomi 
Animals, peculiar to Canada. Of the Trees ^hich are the fame 
•with thofe ^France ; and of thofe nwhich are peculiar to this 
Country, 

Madam, Qhau’bly, March l. 

O N E of the chief Defences of Montrecd againft the Iroquois 
and Nenu York, is Fort Chamhly : It is from this Fort I 
have the Honour to write to you. I came hither to pay a Vifit 

{a ) It is to be hoped that we fhaU now cftablilh a Whale Filhery in thefe 
Parts 5 as there feems great Probability that a vaft Advantaje may be reaped 
f;om it: 

M2 to 
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to the Comnlandant, who is M. ae Sahre^ois^ of one of the bell 
Families of Beauccy my Friend, my Companion in the Voyage, 
and a good Officer. I fhall defcribe this importaht Fort, and 
the Situation of it, in a few Words. 

In the firll Years of our Settlement in this Country, the 
quoisy to make their Iricurfiohs into the very Centre of our Ha- 
bitations, came dovVn a River which difcharges itfelf into the 
feiver St, Laurencey a little above Lake St, Pierrey and which for 
this Reafbh, was tailed firft the Iroquois River. It has been 
iince called the River of RichelieUy from a Fort which bore this 
Name, and which was built at its Mouth. This Fort being in a 
ruinous Condition, M. de Sorely Capinin in Cdrignan-SalieresKt^^ 
ment, built another, which he called by his own Name. This Name 
communicated itfelf to the River, and it is ftill called fo, tho* 
the Fort has iiot been Handing for a long Time. When we 
have gone up the River about feventeen Leagues, going always 
towards the South, but a little to the South Weft, we find a 
Torrent or Water- fall, and over againft it a Kind of little Lake, 
formed by the River itfelf. It is by the Side of the Water-fall, 
and over againft the Lake, that the Fort is fituated. It was firll 
built of Wood, by M. Chamhlyy at the fame Time that M. de 
built his Fort, but it has been fince built of Stone, and 
flanked with four Baftions, and there is always a pretty good 
Garrifon^ kept in it. The Lands round it are very good, and 
they begin to eftablilli fome Habitations here, and many People 
think that in Time, they will build a Town in this Place. From 
Chdmbly to Lake Cbdmplainy it is but eight Leagues. The 
^iver crofTes the Lake ; and there is perhaps no Part 

of Nenv ^ Prance which is more fit to be peopled. The 
Climate is milder than any other Part of the Colony, and the 
Inhabitants will have the Iroquois for Neighbours, who at the 
Bottom are a good Sort of People, who will not feek to quarrel 
With lis, when they fee us in a Condition not to be afraid of 
them, and who will find their Account I believe ftill betterfrom 
this- Neighbourhood, than from that of Nenv York, Many 
other Reafons ought to engage us in this Settlement, but if I 
mould write all, I ihould have nothing to faj^ when 1 have the 
Honour to fee you again. I fhall take Advantage of the Leifurc 
Hours I have here, to continue to entertain you with the Par- 
ticularities of this Country.^ I have already given an Account 
F Gulf and the Riv^ of St, Laurence may fubply for 

the Trade of he^ Prance ; it remains for me to fpeak of the 
f T T Inhabitants may find here for the Support 
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Wherever the Water of the River is fait, that is to fay, from 

Ftp rwhich art f ^1. 

. J . . ... molt all Filh that live in the Sea, as Sal- 

mon, Tunny, Shad, Trout, Lamprey, Smelts, 
Conger Eels, Mackerel, Soals, Herring.^, An- 
chovies, Pilchards, Turbots, and many o- 
thers that are not known in Europe. They are all taken with a 
Sein, or other Nets. In the Gulf they take Hallibuts, three 
Sorts of Thornbacks, the common, the curled Sort, which they 
fay is better than in France y and another Sort that is not adeem- 
ed; Lencornetsy a Kind of Cuttle Filh, St. Peter's Filh, liequicmsy 
Sea Dogs, a Kind of Requiems much lefs mifchk . '.)us whillfc 
alive, and beyond Comparilon better when dead, than the com- 
mon Sort. Oyfters are very plenty in Winter on the Coalls of 
Aaciduy and the Manner of filhing for them is fomethin^; :'.ngu- 
lar. They make a Hole in the Ice, and they thrull in two Poles 
t''gcther in liich a Manner, that they have the Eifea of a Pair 
or Pinchers, and they feldom draw them up without an Oyller. 
The Lencorntit is, as 1 have faid, a Kind of Cuttle Filh, but how- 
ever, it is very different from the common Cuttle Filh, Jt is quite 
round, or rather oval; at the End of its Tail is a Sort of Ledge, 
which makes him a Kind of Shield, and his Head is furrounded 
with Barbs half a Foot long, which he makes Ufe of to catch 
other Filh. There are two Kinds, which differ only in Bignefs; 
the fmaller Sort is about a Foot long. They take few but of 
the lall Sort, and thofe by the Light of a Flambeau : I hey love 
the Light mu :h, they Ihcw it them on the Shore when the Tide 
is at Height, but juft upon burning, they approach it, and fo are 
left aground. The Lcncornet roafted, boiled, or fricafteed, is very 
good eating, but makes the Sauce quite black. 

^ The St. Peter's Filh is like a fmall Cod, has the fame Tafte, 
and is dried alfo like that. It has two black 
Spots on the Sides of its Head, and the Sai- 
lors fay, this is the Filh in which St. Paer 
found the Piece of Money to pay the 1 ri- 
bute to the Roman Emperor, for our Lord and 
himfelf ; and that its two Spots are the two Places by which 
he took hold of it : For this Reafon they call it St. Peter's Filh. 
The Sea Plaice is firmer and better than the River Plaice. 
They catch them as well as Lobfters with long Slicks armed 
with a lharp Iron, which is notched to prevent the Efcape 
of the Filh. In fhort, in many Places, efpecially to- 
wards Acadiuy the Ponds are full of Salmon Trouts, and Tur- 
tles two Feet in Diapieter, the Flelh of which is excellent, and 
the 1 op Shell ftreaked with white, red, and blue. 
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Among the Filh with which the Lake Champion, and the Ri* 

Of thi Armed abound, M. Cbam- 

plain obfen ed one pretty fin^ular, which he 
. " . calls Chaoufarou, probably from the Name 

given it by the Savages. It is a particular Species of the Armed 
Filh, which is found in many Places. This has a Body nearly 
of the fame Shape as a Pike, but it is covered with Scales 
that are Proof againft the Stab of a Dagger : Its Colour is a 
filver grey, and there grows under his Mouth a long bony Sub- 
llance, jaeged at the Edges, hollow, and with a Hole at the End 
of it; which gives Reaion to judge, that it breaths by it: The 
Skin that covers it is tender : The Length of it is proportioned 
to that of the Filh, of which it makes a third Part. It is 
two Fingers in Breadth in the fmalleft. The Savages alTured M. 
Champlain that fome of thefe Filli were eight or ten Feet long, 
but the largeft he faw were but live Feet, and about as thick as 
a Man’s Thigh. 

One may eafily conceive that fuch an Animal is a Ravager 
Hov} this Filh ‘I'e Inhabitants of the Water, but one 

tatches Birds. imagine that it Ihould make War 

. ' with the Inhabitants of the Air ; which he 

uoes, however, with much Art, in this Manner: He hides him- 
Reeds in fuch a Manner, that only this Inllrument 
of his IS to be feen, which he thrufts out of the Water in an up- 
nght Pofition ; the Birds that want to reft themfelves take this 
for a dry Reed, or Piece of Wood, and perch upon it. They 
are no fooner on it, than the Filh opens his Mouth, and makes 
luch a fudden Motion to feize his Prey, that it feldom efcapes 
him. The Teeth which edge the Inllrument that he ufes to 
fuch good Purpofe, are pretty long and very lharp. The Sa- 
vages fay, that thev are a fovereign Remedy againft the Head- 
Ach, and that pricking with one of thefe Teeth where the Pain 
IS fharpell, takes it away inftantly. 

Thefe People have a wonderful Skill in llriking Fifli in the 
rUMarnaae of cfpecially in the Torrents. They filh 

the Sein. ^ have an odd Ce- 

^ remony before they ufe this Net. They many 

It to two young Maids, and during the Wedding Feaft they 
place it between the two Bjides. They exhort it very ferioufly 
to take a great many Filh, and they think to engage it to do 
hy making great Prefents to its pretended Fathers-in-Law. 
The Sturgeon here is a Sea and a frelh Water Filh ; for they 
Of fijhin^ for upon the Coafts of Canada^ and in the 

Sturgeon. Sreat Lakes which crofs the River St. Lau- 

1,- r L A . is ^he real DoL 

plun ot the Antientsj if this is true, it wa? fitting that this 

King 
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King of Fiih fhould reign equally in the Ocean and the Rivers. 
Be that as it may, we lee here Sturgeons of eight, ten, and 
twelve Feet long, and big in Proportion. This Animal has on 
the Head a Sort of Crown raifed about an Inch, and it is co- 
vered with Scales of half a Foot Diameter, almoA oval, and 
fprinklcd with fmall Figures which fomething refemble the 
Flower de Luce of the Arms of France, The Savages take them 
in the Lakes in this Manner : T wo Men are at the two Ends of 
a Canoe ; he behind fteers, and the other Hands up, holding a 
Dart in one Hand, to which a long Cord is faflened, the other 
End is tied to one of the Bars of the Canoe. As foon as he 
fees the Sturgeon in his Reach, he throws his Dart, and endea- 
vours to ftrike where there are no Scales ; if the Fifh is wound- 
ed it flies, and draws the Canoe alfo pretty fwiftly, but after 
having fwam about 150 Paces it dies, then they draw up the 
Cord and take it. There is a fmall Kind of Sturgeon, the Flefli 
of which is very tender and delicate. 

The River St, Laurence produces many Filh which are not 
r /z. A /• known in France: The moft efteemed are the 
P ^ and the PoiJJhn-dore (the Gilt Fijh ) ; 

the other Rivers of Canada^ and efpecially 
thofe of Acadiuy are as well flocked as this River, which has 
perhaps the moft Fifh of any in the World, and of the moft va- 
rious Kinds, and the beft of the Sorts. There are fome Seafons 
when the Fifh alone might feed the whole Colony; but I know 
not what Credit may be given to what I have feen in the Ma- 
nufeript of an antient Miffionary, who affirms that he faw a 
Mer-man in the River de Sorely three Leagues below Chamhly, 
The Relation is written with much Judgment, but the better to 
ftate the Faft, and to fhew that the firft Appearance did not de- 
ceive him, the Author fhould have added to his Account a De- 
feription of this Monfter. We are fometimes feized at the firft: 
Glance with a Refemblance, which upon viewing more atten- 
tively immediately vanifhes. Furthermore, if this Fifh in hu- 
man Shape came from the Sea, it came a long Way to get fo 
near ChamhU^ and it is fomething ftrange that it was not feen 
but in this Place. 

Our Forefts are not fo well flocked with Birds as our Lakes 
and Rivers arc with Fifh; however, here are 

are pecu- 
liar to America. Wc fee here two Sorts of 
Eagles, the largeft has the Neck and Head almofl white ; they 
prey upon the Hares and P^abbits, which they take in their 
Talons, and carry to their Magazines and their Nefls. The 
others are all grey, and are contented to make War with the 
Birds : And they arc all pictty good Fifliers. The Falcon, the 

S Gofs 



<7- and Rivers arc with Fifh; however, 
Eagles ^ which have their Merit, and 
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Gofs Hawk, and the TaiTel, are entirely the fame as In Frauen 
but we have a fecund Sort of Falcons which live only on 
FiA. ' 

Our Partridges are of three Kinds, grey, red, and black ; the 

Three Sorts of ® elleemed, they have too much 

Partridges. ^ > ^nd Fir : 'r aeir 

^ Head and Eyes are like the Pheafant’s, ami 

their Flefli is brown. They all have a long Tail, and fpread 
it as a Fan, like the Turkey Cock : Thefe Tails are very fine 
fome are mixed with red, brown, and grey ; and others of a 
light and dark grey. I faid that the black Partridges were not 
moll eftcemed, but fome People prefer them to the red. They 
are all bigger than in Fraaee, but fo filly, that they fuffer 
themfelves to be Aot, and even approached, witliout fcarce 
fiirring. 

Befides the Snipes, which are excellent in this Countr)% and 

Other Birds Game of the Rivers, which is eve- 

rv where plenty, they find fome Woodcocks 
about the Springs, but in a fmall Number. Amongft the Ilinois, 
and in all the fouthern Parts of Noxv France, they are more 
common ; M. Denys alferts, that the Crows of Canada are as 
good to eat as a Fowl. This may be true on the Side of Acadia, 
but I do r.ot find in thefe Parts that they are much of this Opi- 
nion. They are bigger than in France, and fomething blacker, 
and have a different Cry. The Ofprey on the contrary is 
fmaller, and its Cry is not fo difagreeable. The Screech-Owl 
of Can :da differs from that of France only by a little white 
Ruff aoout the Neck, and a particular Cry ; Its FleA is good 
to eat, and many People prefer it to a Fowl. Its Provifion for 
the Winter is Field Mice ; whofe Feet it breaks, and then nou- 
riAes and fattens them with Care till it has Occafion to feed 
upon them. The Bat is bigger here than in France. I’he Black- 
birds and Swallows are here Birds of Palfage, as in Europe. 
The firft are not black, but inclining to red. We have three 
Sorts of Larks, the Aiallell of which are as big as a Sparrow. 
The Sparrow is but little different from our’s, and has the fr.mr 
Inclinations,^ hut an ugly Sort of a Look. We Ae in this Coe. 
try a prodigious Quantity of Ducks, they reckon twenty-two 
different Species. The moll beautiful, and thofe whofe FleA is 
moll delicate, are the Branch Ducks : They call them A becaufe 
they peich on the Brxinches of Trees j their Plumage is very 
much vaned, and very brilliant. Swans, Turkies. Water-hens, 
ranes. Teal, Geefe, Bullards, and other great River Birds 
Iwarm every where except in thd^Neighbonrhood of the Habi- 
Utions, which they never approach. We have Cranes of two 
Colours, fome white, and others gridelin. All of them make 

excellent 
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excdlent Soup. Our Wood-Peckers are very beautiful ; there 
are fome which ai^ of all Colours, others are black or a dark 
brown all over except the Head and the Neck, which are of a 
very fine red. 



The Nightingale of Canada^ is much the fame as that of France 
for Shape, but ithas but half its Song: The Wren has robbed it of 
the other Half, The Goldfinch has not fo fine a Head as in 
Europey and all its Plumage ismixt with Yellow and Black. As 
I never faw any of them in a Cage, I can fay nothing of their 
Song. All our Woods are full of a Sort of . Birds, which are 
Yellow all over, about the Bignefs of a Linnet, which has 2^ 
pretty Note, but its Song is very fhort, and not varied. It 
has no other Name but that of its Colour, being called the Yel- 
low Bird. A kind of Ortolan, whofe Plumage is of an Afli 
Colour^on the Back, and White under the Belly, and which they 
call the White Bird, is the belt Songfter of all the Inhabitants of 
our Woods : It is little inferior to the Nightingale of Franccy but 
it is the Male only that fings, the Female which is of a deeper 
Colour is filent even in a Cage. This little Bird has a very 
Dretty Plumage, and is well called an Ortolan for its Talle. I 
know not where it retires during the Winter, but it is always 
the firil to proclaim to ns the Return of Spring. As foon as the 
Snow is melted in fome Places, they come in great Flocks, and 
we take as many of them as we pleafe. 

It is feldom, but at a hundred Leagues from hence towards the 
Of the Cardinal ^e begin to fee the Cardinal Bird, 

^iy^^ There are fome at Parisy that were tranfported 

from Louijtanay and I believe they will make 
their Fortune in FrancCy if they can breed them there like the 
Canary-Birds. The Sweetnefs of its Song, the Brilliancy of its 
Plumage, which is of a fine Scarlet, a little Tuft of Feathers they 
have upon the Head, and which pretty well refembles the Crowns 
which Painters give to Indian Kings and AmcricatiSy feems to 
confirm to them, the? Empire of the Air. They have nevcrthelefs 
a Rival here who would have all the Votes for it, if it pleafed 
the Ear as much as it charms the Sight. This is what they call 
in this Countiy POi/eau Mouchcy (the Fly-Bird.) It is thus called 
for two Reafons : The firft, on Account its 
OftheFly^-Birdy Smallnefs, for it is but little bigger than 
nvith its Feathers. the common May-Bug, or Chafer. The 
fecond, is on Account of a pretty loud 
Humming, vyhich it makes with its Wings ; which is much like 
that of a great Fly. ^ Its Legs, which are about an Inch long, 
are like two Needles, its Bill is the fame, and it puts out of it a 
little Trunk, which it thrulls into the Flowers, to draw out their 
Juice, upon which it feeds. The Female has nothing brilliant, 

N o a pretty 
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a pretty fine White under the Belly, and an Afh Colour on the 
reft of her Body, is all its Ornament ; but the Male is a perfc& 
Beautv. It has on the Top of the Head, a little T uft of a beautiful 
Black, the Throat red, the Belly white, the Back, the Wings, 
and the Tail of a green like that of Rofe Leaves ; a Lay of 
Gold fpread over alt this Plumage gives it a great Brilliancy, 
and a little imperceptible Down, gives it the fineft Shades that 
can be feen . 

Some Travellers have confounded it with the Humming-Bird, 

ZI • J ir Iflands ; and in Fadtit appears to be a 

Ho<w It differs of . but that is a little bigger, its 

from the Hummtvg- plumage is not fo brilliant, and its Bill bent 
a little downward. I may however be deceiv’d 
in regard to the Brilliancy of the Humming-Bird’s Plumage, 
becaufe I have never feen any alive. Some have faid it has a 
very melodious Song, if this is true, it has a great Advantage 
over our Fly-Bird, which Nobody has heard fing. But I have 
heard myfelf a Female, which whiltled in a harih and difagree- 
able Note. This Bird has a very ftrong Wing, and flies with 
furprizing Swiftnefs ; you fee it upon a Flower> and in a Moment 
it rifes up to a great Height in the Air, almdft perpendicular. 
It is an Enemy to the Crow, and a dangerous one too. I heard one 
fay, who was worthy of Credit, that he has feen one iuddenly 
quit a Flower it was fucking, rife up as fwiftas Lightning, and 
go and thrull itfelf under the Wing of a Crow', that was float- 
ing very high in the Air, with its Wings fpread out, and peirc- 
ing it with its Trunk, made it fall down dead ; either kill’d 
by the Fall, or the Wound. 

The Fly-Bird feeks Flow'ers, which have the ftrongeft Smell ; 
and it fucks them, keeping always upon the Fluttering : But itrefts 
itfelf from Time to Time ; and then one may view it perfeftly : 
They have been kept fome Time upon fugared Water, and Flow- 
ers; I kept one formerly for 24 Hours : It fuflered itfelf to 
be taken, and handled, and feigned itfelf dead ; as foon as I let 
it go, it took its Flight, and kept fluttering about my Window : I 
made a Prefent of it to one of my Friends, who the next Morn- 
ing found it dead ; and that Night there had been a little Froft. 
Thefe little Animals take Care to ihun the firfl cold Weather, 
It is very probable, that they return towards Carolina ; and it is 
aflured that they are not there but in the Winter. They make their 
Nefls in CanaJa^ where they hang them to a Branch of a Tree, 
and turn them in fuch Manner, that they are fheltered from all 
the Injuries of the Weather. Nothing is fo neat as thefe Nells. 
The Bottom is made of very little Bits of Wood, platted like a 
Balket ; and the Infide is lined wdth I know not what Sort of 
Down, which appears like Silk. The Eggs are about the Big- 
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#iefs of a Pea, and have yellow Spots upon a white Ground. 
They fay they have commonly three, and fometimes five Eggs. 

Amongft the Reptiles of this Country, I know of none but 
_ , the Rattle-Snake that deferves any Attention. 

0/ the Rattle- of thefe as big as a Man’* 

Snaie. fometimes bigger, and they are 

long in Proportion : But there arc fome, and I believe the 
greateft Number, that are not bigger nor longer than our largell 
Adders in France: Their Shape is pretty fing“lar. Upon a flat 
and very thick Neck they have but a fmall Head: 1 neir Co- 

lours are lively, without being brilliant ; a pale Yellow predo- 
minates, with fome Clouds that are pretty enough. 

But what is moft remarkable in this Animal, is its Tail, which 
is fcaly like a Coat of Mail, a little flat ; and they fay that it 
grows every Year one Ring or Row of Scales, fo that they know 
its Age by its Tail, as we do that of a Horfe by his Teeth. In 
moving, it makes the fame Noife as a Cricket in 
you know, without Doubt, Madam, that the pretended Mnging 
of a Cricket is only the Noife of its Wings. And the Refem- 
blance I fpeak of is fo alike, that 1 have often been deceived by 
it myfelf : It is this Noife that has given this Serpent the Name 

it bears. ... 

The Bite of this Serpent is mortal, if a Remedy is not applied 
immediately ; but Providence has provided a Remedy. In all 
the Places where this dangerous Reptile is found, th^ere grows a 
Plant which is called Raitle-Snaie Herb ; the Root of which is a 
certain Antidote againfl: the Venom of this Serpent : It need 
only be pounded or chewed, and applied like a Poultice upon 
the Wound : It is a beautiful Plant, and eafily known : Its round 
Stalk, a little bigger than a Goofe’s Quill, rifes to the Height of 
three or four Feet, and ends in yellow Flower of the Shape and 
Bignefs of a common Daifey : This Flower has a very fweet 
Srnell. The Leaves of the Plant are oval, and arc fupported 
five together, like the Claw of a Turkey, by a 5ulk of an Inch 

^^he Rattle-Snake feldom attacks the Pafienger that, does not 
meddle with it. I have had one at my Feet, which \yas cer- 
tainlymore afraid than myfelf ; for I did not perceive it t"! 
was running away : But if you tread upon it, you are immedi- 
ately flung ; and if you purfueit, if it has but a little Time to 
recover itfelf, it folds itfelf round with the Head in the Middle, 
and then darts itfelf with' great Violence and Fury againfl its 
Purfuer : Neverthelefs, the Savages chace it, and find it» Fleih 
very good. I have even heard fome Frenchmen, who had tailed 
it, fay, that it was not bad eating ; but they were Travellers, and 
foch People think every Thing good, becaufe they are o^n 
^ " N 2 hungry. 
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hungry. But this is at leall certain, that it does no Harm to 
thofe that^e^ it. 

I know not. Madam, whether I fhould undertake to fpeak to 
Or Woods of Canada. We are in the 

of cCnada Midft of the greatefl Forefts in the World. 

’ In all Appearance they are as old as the 

World itfelf, and were not planted by the Hands of Men. No- 
thing is more magnificent to the Sight ; the Trees lofe them- 
felves in the Clouds ; and there is fuch a prodigious Variety of 
Species, that even among thofe Perfons who have taken moft 
Pains to know them, there is not one perhaps that knows 
half the Number. As to their Quality, and the Ufes to which 
they may be employed, the Sentiments are fo different in this 
Country, and in France, that I even defpair of ever being able 
to give you that Satisfadlion which Icouldwdfh upon this Article; 
At leaft, for the prefent, I muft confine myfelf to fome Obferva- 
tions which I have made myfelf, and have had from other Peo- 
pie, who have more Skill and Experience in this Matter than 
myfelf. 

What (truck my Sight moft the firft Time I came into this 
Spe- Country, were the Pines, the Firs, and the 
tie! of Pines. Cedars, which are of furpnzing Height and 

isignels. 1 here are here two Sorts of Pines. 
They all produce a Rofin which is very fit to make Pitch and 
Tar : The white Pines, at lead: foine of them, have at the very 
Tops of them a Kind of Mufhroom, which the Inhabitants call 
Guarigne, and which the Savages make Ufe of with Succefs 
a^ainll Diforders of the Breaft and Bloody-Fluxes. The red 
Pines are fulleft of Gum, and the heaviefi Wood, but they do not 
grow fo large. The Lands which produce both Sorts, are not 
the bell to produce Grain j they generally confifl of Gravel. 
Sand, and Clay. 

There are four Species of Fir in CanaJa ; the firfl refembles 

Four Species of Sorts are the White, 

Red,^ and the Spruce : The fecond and 
the fourth Sort grow very high, and are fit 
for Mafts, efpecially the White, which is alfo fit for Carpenters 
Work : It grows generally in wet and black Lands ; but which 
being drained, may bear all Sorts of Grain : Its Bark is fmooth 
and fhining ; and there grows upon it fome little Bladders, the 
Bignefs of a KidneyrBean, which contain a Kind of Turpen- 
tine, moft excellent for Wounds, which it cures in a fhort Time; 
and even for Fraflures. They afHrm, that it allays Fevers, and 
cures the Diforders of the Stomach and Lungs. The Way to 
ufe it, is to put two Drops of it into Broth ; It has alfo a purg- 
ing Quality. This is what they call at Parisj the White Bal/am. 

The 



travels in North America. 






Mi; 

h, 

u\'«i 

tkt 

[feui 

rb: 

!!«(> 

l« 3 f 

ViC; 

ke: 
in, I' 
Hqi: 
5 flh 
*1 
«:i:; 
fe: 

r^! 

!,«n 

ffe 

•Jt 

»K 2 

iti 

rfi 

iiiiB 

te- 

r% 

n ,3 

Fffi 

t 

ts 



The red Fir has fcarce any Refemblance with the white : Its 
Wood is heavy, and may be employed for Building. The 
Lands where it grows are only Gravel and Clay. The Spruce 
Fir is gummy, but does not throw out enough Gum to be made 
U/e of : Its Wood lalls a long Time in the Earth without rot- 
ting, which renders it very fit to make Inclofures : Its Bark is 
very fit for the Tanners ; and the Savages make of it a Dye, 
which is pretty near a deep Blue. The greateft Part of the 
Land where this Tree grows, is Clay. I have nevcrthelefs fecn 
fome very large in a fandy Soil, but perhaps under the Sand 
there might be Clay. 

The Cedars are of two Species, White and Red : The firll 
cr* Ca • largeil : They make Pales of it ; and 

J^o penes oj Wood is what they generally make 

^ Shingles with, becaufe of its Lightnefs. 

There diftills from it a Kind of Incenfe, or Perfume ; but it 
bears no Fruit like that of Mount Lebanon, The red Cedar is 
fmaller : The moll fenfible Difference between one and the other 
is, that the Smell of the firll is in its Leaves, and of the other in 
the Wood ; but the lad is by much the mod agreeable. The 
Cedar, at lead the White, grows only in a very good Soil. 

There are every where in Canada two Species of Oaks, di- 
dinguilhed by the Names of White and Red- 
The fird are often found in a low, wet, and 
fertile Soil, which is fit to produce Grain and 
Pulfe. I’he Red, whole Wood is lefs 
edeemed, grows in a dry and Tandy Soil ; 
Both Kinds bear Acorns.-- -The Maple is very common in Ca-< 
Ttada, and fome are very large, of which they make handfome 
Furniture : They grow on high Grounds, which are fitted for 
Fruit-Trees. They call the Female Maple here Rhene, the 
Wood of which is wav’d, but paler than that of the Male: In 
other Refpe£ls it has the fame Shape and Qualities ; but it 

requires a wet and fruitful Soil. X^e wild Cherry-l'ree, 

which grows promifcuoully with the Maple and the White 
Wood, makes very fine Furniture : It yields more Water or 
Juice than the Maple ; but it is bitter, and the Sugar made of 
it never lofes its Bitternefs. The Savages make Ufe of its Bark 
in certain Piforders that happen to Women. 

There are in Canada three Sorts of Alh ; the True, the Mon- 
grel, and the Badard : The fird Sort, which grows amongll 
the Maples, is fit for the Carpenters Ufe, and to make Calks for 
dry Goods : The fecond has the fame Properties, and grows as 
the Badard Kind does, only in a low and good Soil. 

They reckon alfo in this Country three Kinds of Walnuts ; 
the hard, the foft, and a third Kind which has a very thin Bark ; 

The 
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The hard Kind bears very fmall Nuts, eood to eat, but hard tq 
fhell : Its Wood is good for nothing but to burn. The foft 
Kind bears long Nuts, as big as thole of France^ but the Shells 
are very hard : The Kernels are excellent. The Wood is not 
fo fine as our’s ; but to make Amends, it fcarce ever decays, ei- 
ther i|t Earth or in Water, and is with Difficulty confumed in 
the Fire. The ‘ third Sort bears Nuts of the Bignefs of the 
firil, but in a greater Quantity ; which are bitter, and inclofed 
in very foft Shells. They make very good Oil of thefe Nuts. 
This Tree yields fweeter Water than the Maple, but in a fmaller 
Quantity : It grows only, like the foft Walnut, in thehel^ Soils. 

Beach Trees are very plentiful here. I have feen fome on 
Tandy Hills, and in very fruitful low Lands : They bear much 
. Maft, from which it would be eafy to extraft an Oil. The Bears 
make it their principal Fbod, as do alfo the Partridges. The 
Wood is very foft, and fit to make Oars for Boats ; but the Rud- 
ders of Canoes are made of Maple. The White Wood, which 
^rows amongft the Maple and the wild Cherry, is very plenty, 
fhefe Trees grow large and ftrait : They make Boards and 
planks of them, and alfo Cafks for dry Goods : It is foft, an4 
eafy to work. The Savages peel off the Bark to cover their 
Cabins, 

Elms are very common through the whole Country. There 

Tnvo Speck! of ^ed. The Wood of the lirft 

Blms. hardeft to work, but lafts longeft. The In- 

j PI rpi. Canoes of the Bark of the 

red Elm: There are fome of a fmgle Piece, which will hold 
twenty Men. There are allb fome hollow Elms, where the Bears 
and wild Cats retire from Ncvmhr to Jpn7. The Afpen-Tree 
commonly grows here by the Sides of Eivers and MarlheJ. 

They find in the thickeft Woods a great Number of Plumb- 
Trees peculiar to IMed with Fruit, but very four. The 

this Country. f tnegar^rec is a Slmib very pithy, which 

j ^ , yields Bunches of a fharp Fruit, of an Ox- 

Blood Colour. By infufing them in Water they make a Kind of 
Vinegar. The Pemme is another Kind of Shrub which grows 
by the Side of Brooks, and Meadows. I^ bears a Bunch of 
Fruit of a lively red, which is allringen^ There are three 
Sorts of Goofberries that grow naturally in this Country. They 

The Sloe grows here as in France: 
Jhis Fruit IS wonderful for curing the Bloody-Flux in a very 
mort lime. Ihe Savages dry them as we do Cherries in 
r ranee. 

The Jfoca is a Fjuit with Kernels as big as a Cherry : This 
riZM, which runs upon the Ground in the Marlhes, produces 

it^ 
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Its Fruit in the Water. The Fruit is Hiarp, and they make 
Sweet-Meats of it. The White-Thorn is found by the bides of 
Rivers, and produces much Fruit with three Kernels. This is 
the Food of many wild Bealls. They call here the Cotton- 
Tree a Plant which Ihoots up like Afparagus, to the flight of 
about three Feet, at the Top ot which grow many Tufts of 
Flowers. In the Morning, before the Dew is off, they lhake 
thefe Flowers, and there falls off with the Water a Kind of 
Honey, which is made into Sugar by boiling. The Seed grows 
in a Bladder, which contains a very line Sort of Cotton. 1 he 
So/«/ (the Sun) is another Plant very common in the Fields of 
the Savages, and which grows feven or eight Feet high. Its 
Flower, which is very large, is in the Shape of a Ma.ngold, and 
the Seed grows in the fame Manner. The Savages by boiling 
it draw out an Oil, with which they greafe their I*ai^ T he 
Plants which thefe People principally cultivate are Maiz, oi* 

Turkey Vfhtsx, Kidney- Beans, Gourds, and Melons. They 

have a Kind of Gourd lefs than our’s, which has a fweet 
Talle. They boil them whole, or roaft them under the Alhes^ 
and eat them thus without any thing with them. The Savages 
before our Arrival here had the common Melons, and the Wa- 
ter Melons. The firll are as good as our’s in France^ efpecially 
in this Illand, where they arc very plenty. Hops and Maiden- 
Hair are the natural Growth of this Country ; but the Maiden** 
Hair grows higher here, and is infinitely better than in Frevice* 

__L-Here is a Letter, Madam, in which you will eafily 

diftinguifh a Traveller who ranges thro’ the Woods and Plaiits 
of Canada, and who is entertained with every thing that pre- 
fcnts itfelf to his View. 

i am, &C-, 
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LETTER IX. 



Of the Caufes of the Cold of Canada. Of the Refources they have 
for Subfftence. Of the CharaBer of the French Canadians. 



I T is furprifing m France, where they fo often fee Per- 
fons who have pafled a good Part of their Lives in CanaJa 
tliey fhould have fuch a wrong Idea' of this Country. This pro’ 
Canada is not ‘I® without Doubt from the Information 
hnoven in France, 

but by its leorjl generally begins before 

Veflcls fail for France^ and it begins in a 
JVTanncr that aftonifhes thofe who are not 
ufed to it. The hrft Froil fills the Rivers with Ice in a few 
pays, and the Eaitii is foon covered with Snow, which lafts 
fix Months, and always rifes fix Feet high where the Wind has 
not Power. 

1 here is indeed no Want of Wood to provide againft the 
ExceJJtnje Cold. which foon becomes exceffive, and lalb 



very melancholy not to be able to llir out without being frozen, 
or vyithout being wrapt up in Furs like a Bear. Befides, What 
a Sight IS the Snow, which dazzles one’s Eyes, and hides all 
the Beauties of Nature I There is no longer any Difference be- 
tween the Rivers and the Fields, no more Variety, even the 
Frees are covered with a Rime, and all their Branches are huno^ 
With Ificles, under which it is not fafe to (land. What can one 
think when we fee the Horfes have Beards of Ice a Foot long? 
And how can one travel in a Country, where the Bears for fix 
Months dare not venture out of their Holes ? And indeed, I 
never pafled a Winter in this Country, but I faw fome People 
who were carried to the Hofpital, to have their r.ea. nnd Arm<; 



Madam, 



Montreal, April ii . 



till the Spring is pretty forward : But it is 




the 




Travels in North America. 97 

the Winters arc not fo cold as they were eighty Years ago, that 
in all Appearance they will grow milder hereafter. The Misfor- 
tune of tnofe who came before us, and the good Fortune of thofe 
who lhall come after us, is no Cure for the present Evil which 
we fuffer. A Creold of Martinicoy who fhould have landed the 
firfl Time in France during the great Frofl in 1709, would he 
have been much relieved by hearing me fay, who came at that 
Time from ^ehec, that the Cold was not fo fharpas in Canada? 
For though I fpoke the Truth, and had good Evidences of it, 
yet he might have anfwered me, that he did not find the Cold 
of France lefs piercing by hearing that it was fharper iHll in 
Canada. Neverthelefs, as foon as the Month of May is come, 
the Scene is foon changed, the Svveetnefs of this End of the 
Spring is fo much the more pleafing, as it fucceeds a more ri- 
gorous Seafon. The Heat of the Summer, which in lefs than 
four Months Time lliews us both Seed-Time and Harvell (a )y 
the Serenity of the Autumn, in which we enjoy a Courfe of 
fine Days, which are feldom fecn in moll of the Provinces 
oi France: All this, added to the Liberty which they enjoy in 
this Country, is a Compenfation which makes many People 
think an Abode here, at lead as agreeable as in the Kingdom 
where they were born ; and it is certain, that our Canadians do 
not fcruple to give it the Preference. 

After all, there are in this excefilve and long Cold, fome In- 
conveniencies which can never be well re- 
medied : I fliall Place in the fird Rank, the 
Difficulty of feeding Cattle, which during 
the whole Winter can find abfolutely nothing 
in the Fields, and of Confequence cod much to feed," and the 
Fledi of which, after fix Months dry Food, has fcarceany Tade, 
The Fowls require alfo a great deal of Care, and much Corn, 
to preferve them during fo long and fevere a Winter. If we fave 
the Expence by killing at the End of Odioher, all the Animals 
we are to eat till May^ one may eafily judge that fuch Meat is 
very infipid, and in the Manner that 1 have faid they take Fifh 
under the Ice, they cannot be very plenty ; befides that, they 
are immediately frozen. So that it is almod impoffible to have 
them frefh in the Seafon when it is mod difficult to do without^ 
We fhould alfo be very much embarraded during Lent, without 
Cod and Eels. There is at that Time frefh Butter and Eggs ; 
and there is but little Nourifliment to be expeded in eating the 

(a) They plow the Fields in Summer, they fow from the midd of April 
to the loth of Mavy they cut the Corn from the 15th of Augujl to the 20th 
of September, The Lands that are not plowed till the Spring bear lefs, 
becaufe they are not fo well impregnated with the nitrous Parts pf the 
Snow, 
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Pulft, and Roots, which they preferve in Store-Roonts as well 
as they can, but which has fcarce any Virtue when they havp 
been kept there fome Months. ^ 

Add to this, that excepting Apples, which are excellent 
^ere, and the fmall Summer Fruits which do not keep the 
Fruits of Fra/ice have not fucceeded in Canada. Thefef^Ma- 
dam, are the Difadvantages which are caufed by the great Cold. 
We are, notwithllanding, as near the Sun as they are in the 
molt fouthern Provinces of France, and as we advance in the 
Colony, we come nearer ftill. From whence can this different 
Temperature of the Air proceed under the fame Parallels? 
plaiwd Opinion, no Perfon has yet well ex- 

The greateft Part of the Authors, who have treated on this 
^ Reflexion on the fatisfied themfelves with fay- 

Caufes of the great fevere Cold proceeds 

Cold. j ^ Snow’s laying fo long on the 

/V k 11 is impoffible that the Ground 

the 

iJifticuIty Ihll greater, for one may aik what is it that produces 
this great Quantity of Snow, in Climates as hot as Languedu, 
^d Proyence,z^Am Parts that are much more diftantfrom any 
Mountain^ The Sicur Denys, whom I have cited feveral Times 

green before the Sun is 

rlftt kV Acadia, and on all the Sea 

Coafts, but every where elfe it is certain that all the Snow is 

TV ^ Leaf upon the 

Trees. This Author feems not to have any better Authority for 

Heat of the fiLth, 

t ^ ^Lvays at the Bottom that it 

begins to meh : For who can be perfuaded that the Earth, co- 
vered with a frozen Water fhould have more Heat than the 
immediately the Heat of the Rays of the 
Cauren^^^Jv’-n^ ^"Lver the Queftion, what is the 

thp which overflows vail Countries 

in tne midft of the temperate Zone ? 

tail*’ generally fpeaktng, the Moun- 
m’ Yk contribute much to it; but it appears 

to me, that we mull Hill feek for other Caufes. Father ^^/1 

£w"’ h" of Life in 

plZiZ fn V k"V" d Tongue, a Relation of AW 

loZnhv endeavours to clear up this Point of Phi- 

ofSh f^uTk ftould attribute the Cold, 

which we feek the Caufe, to any of the Caufes I have iuf! 

mentioned,, <p/«. the Mountains. Woods, and Lakes, witeh 

this 
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this Country abounds ; but he feems to go too far ; for there Is 
nothing to anfwer againft Experience, which makes us fenfible of 
the Abatement of the Cold, in Proportir n as the Country is clear- 
ed ot the Woods, altho’ is not in fo great a Proportion as it 
ought to be, it theThicknefsofthe Woods was the principal 
Caufe of It. What he allows himfelf, that it is common to fee 
a rroft in Summer after a very hot Day, appears to me a De- 
monftration againll him ; for how can we explain this Phceno- 
menon otherv^^e, than by faying that the Sun having opened 
in the Day Time the Pores of the Earth, the Moillure that 
was inclofed in it, and the nitrous Particles which the Snow left 
^ Quantities, and the Heat which is continued 

after the fetting ot the Sun, in an Air fo fubtil as that we breathe 
in this Country, form thefe little Frofts in the fame Manner as 
we make Ice on the Fire : Now the Moillure of the Air is 
evidently a great Part of the Caufe of the Cold; and from 
whence fhould this Moillure come in a Country where the Soil 
IS generally mixt with much Sand, if it was not from the 
Lakes and the Rivers, froin the Thicknefs of the Forefts, and 
L Snow, which in melting water 

the Plains, and from Winds which carry the Exhalations every 
where. ^ 

■ ‘ Breffavi was miftaken, as I think, from exclud- 

ing all thefe Things from the Caufes of the exceffive Cold of 
Lanada, what he fubftitutes in Lieu thereof, feems to me to 
^ towards it. There are, fays he, in the hot- 
teft Climate, fome moift Lands, and there are fome very dry in 
the coldeft Countries: But a certain Mixture of dry and moift 
raak« Ice and Snow, the Quantity of which makes the Excefs 
and Duration of the Cold. Now if one was to travel but very 
little in CW.J, we fhould perceive this Mixture in a very re- 
markable Manner. It is without Contradidion a Country 
where there is the moft Water of any Country in the World 
and there are few, where the Soil is more mixt with Stones and 
oand. Add to this, it feldom rains here, and the Air is ex- 
tremely pure and healthy ; a certain Proof of the natural Dry- 
nels of the Earth. In Faft, Father Brejani affirms, that duri4 
nxteen Years that the Million fublifted in the Country of the 
Hurons, there lived there at the fame Time fixty Frenchmn, many 
of whom were of a tender Conftitution ; that they all fared very 
liwdly in I omt of Diet, and fuffered in other Refpedts beyond 
all Imagination, and that not one died. 

In Faft, this prodigious Multitude of Rivers and Lakes 
which occupy as much Space in France as half the Lands 
n Europe, one would imagine fhould furnifh the Air with new 
apours ; but, befides that the greateft Part of thefe Water* 

^ ^ arc 
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are very dear, and on a fandy Bottom, their great and continual 
•Agitation blunt the Rays of the Sun, hinder it from raifing many 
Vapours, or caufes them to fall again in the Fogs ; for the 
Winds excite upon thefe frelh Water Seas as frequent and as 
violent Storms as upon the Ocean ; And this alfo is the true 
Reafon why it feldom rains at Sea. 

The fecond Caufe of the exceffive Cold of Canada, accordin? 
to Father Brejfani, is the Neighbourhood of the Northern Sea 
wvered with monftrous Heaps of Ice above eight Months in the’ 
lear. You may here recoiled. Madam, what I faid in my firft 
better of the Cold we felt in the Dog Days, from the Neigh- 
ourhood of a floating Ifland of Ice, or rather from the Wind 
Which blew upon us from the Side where it was, and which 
ceafed the Moment it wms under the Wind. It is moreover 
certain, that is does not fnow here, but with a North Eaft Wind 
which comes from the Quarter where the Ice of the North lies •’ 
and though we do not feel fo great Cold while the Snow falls’ 
“ contributes greatly to render fo piercing 
the Weft and North Weft Winds, which come to us acrofs vaft 

Countries, and a great Chain of Mountains which are covered 
With Snow. 

TT take the Opinion of this Italian Miflionary, the 

Height of the Land is not the leaft Caufe of the Subtilty of the 
Air which we breathe in this Country, and confequently of the 
of the Cold. Father Rreffani takes great Fains to prove 
t^his Elevation by the Depth of the Sea, which increafes, fays 
iie, in Froportion as we approach Canada, and by the Number 
and Height of the Falls of the Rivers. But it feems to me that 
f Hcpth of the Sea proves nothing at all, and that the Falls 
of the River St. Laurence, and of fome Rivers in Nea» Frame, 
^ove no more than the Catarafts of the Nile. On the other 
Hand, we do not obferve that from Montreal, where the Falls 
begin, down to the Sea, that the River 5/. Laurence is much 
more rapid than fome of our Rivers in Europe. I think there- 
we, we muft keep to the Neighbourhood of the Ice of the 
Nortli, as the Caufe of the Cold, and that even in Spite of this 
Neighbourhood, if Canada was as free from Woods, and as well 
peopled as France, the Winters here would not be fo long and 
fofevere. But they ivould be always more fo than in hance, 
becaufe of the Serenity and Purity of the Air : For it is certain 
that in all other Things being equal, the Froft is 

ke^er when the Sky is clear, and the Sun has ratified the Air. 
When the Winter is p.aft, Filhing, Shooting, and Hunting, 
Of the Eel Fijh~ abundantly fupplies thofe with Provifions 
ery. j i for it: Befides the Fifh 

Wild Fowl, which I have already men- 
tioned, the River St. Laurence and the Forell, furni/h the Inha- 
bitants 
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bltants with two Sorts of Manna, as we may call it, which are 
a great Support to them. From ^ebec to Trots Rinjieresy they 
take in the River a prodigious Quantity of great Eels, which 
come down, as they fay, from Lake Ontario, where they 
are bred in fome Marflies, on the Side of the Lake ; but as they 
meet, as I before remarked, with white Porpoifes, which chafe 
them, the greateft Part ftrive to return again, and this is the 
Reafon they take fuch a great Number. They fifh for them in 
this Manner: Upon a Part of the Shore which is covered at 
high Water, and which is left dry when the Tide falls, they 
place Boxes at certain Diftanccs, and fix them again fl a Fence 
of Ozier Hurdles, which leaves no Paflage open for the Eels. 
Laj ge Nets, or Balkets of the fame Matter, are fixed by the nar- 
rowed End into thefe Boxes, and the other End, which is very 
wide, lies againft the Hurdles, upon which they place at Inter- 
vals fome Bunches of Greens. When all is covered with the 
Tide, the Eels, which always run to the Side, and which are en- 
ticed by the Greens, come in great Numbers along this Fence, 
and enter into the Baikets, which condud them to the Prifons 
prepared for them. And often in one Tide the Boxes are 
filled. 

Thefe Eels arc bigger than our’s, and yield a great deal of 
Oil. I have already obferved, that with whatfoever Sauce they 
are eaten, they always retain a rank Talle, to which we can- 
not reconcile ourfelvcs but with Difficulty : Perhaps this is the 
Fault of our Cooks. Their Bones all terminate in a Point a 
little bent, which I do not remember to have feen in thofe of 
France, The beft Method of drefling this Fifh is to hang it up 
in the Chimney, and there let it roalt flowly in its Skin : This 
Skin comes off of itfelf, and all the Oil runs out. As they pro- 
vide great Store of them during the three Months that the 
Filhery lalls, they fait them, and put them in Barrels like Her- 
rings. The other Manna I fpoke of, is a Kind of Wood-Pi- 
geons, which come here in the Months of May and June, It 
is fiiid that formerly they darkened the Air by their Multitudes, 
but it is not the fame now. Neverthelefs, there fHll comes into 
the. Neighbourhood of the Towns a pretty large Number to reft 
upon the Trees. They commonly call them Tourtes, and they 
differ in Fadl from Wood-Pigeons, Turtles, and the common 
Pigeons of Europe, enough to make a fourth Species. They 
are fmaller than our lareeft Pigeons of Europe ; but have their 
Eyes, and the like Clouds of their Neck. Thjcir Plumage is of a 
dark brown, except their Wings, wtee they have fome Feathers 
of a very fine blue. 

One would think that thefe Birds fought to be killed, for if 
there is any dry Branch on a Tree, they chufc that to perch 

upon ; 
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“^“,1 themfelves in fuch a Manner, that tht 

worft Markfman may knock down fix at leaft with one Shot 
1 ney have alfo found a Way to take many alive, and thev fppH 
thent till the firllFroll; then they kill them, and lay them up in 
their Store-Rooms, where they keep all the Winter. ^ 

It follows from hence. Madam, that every one here has the Ne 
Tbe happy Con- pf = They pay little to the Kinej 

Jitkn of the Inha- Land-Tax nor 

Wa/r a/ Canada. - i^pIl-Money ; he has Bread cheap ; and 
Tu-ja u t ^ dear; but Wine and , calis, and 

every i hii^ they have from France, is very dear. The mod m 
M pitied are the Gentlemen and Officers here, who nave onk 
their Salaries, and are burtliened with Families : The Women ’ 
leldom bring any other Portions to their Hulbands than much 
Wit, Love, Agreeablenefs, and Fruitfulnefs. But as God rives 
to the Marriages of this Country the Bleffing which he gave to 
tte Patriarchs, they ought alfo, in order to fubfift fuch numerous 
^ainilies, to live like the Patriarchs ; but thofe Times are pall, 
in iWw France there are more Gentlemen than in all the reft of 
ow Coloni^ together. The King maintains here twenty-eight 
Companies of Marines, and three Etats Majors. Many Families 
Juve been enobled here, and there have remained here feveral 
1 ws of the Regiment of Carignan-Salhres^ which have peopled 
the Country with Gentlemen, the greatelf Part of which find it 
i»ard to live. It would be harder with them ftill, if they were 
cot allowed to uade, and if every one here had not a common 
Klght to filh, Ihoot, and hunt. 

After all, if they fuffer Want, they are a little to blame them- 
Many knoau not The Land is good almoft every 

hooM to make Ad- Agriculture does not degrade a 

ajantaye of this. Gentleman. How many Gentlemen in all 
TCI* Provinces of France envy the com- 

on Inhabitants of Canada if they knevy it ; and thofe who 
angiuin here in a fhameful Indigence, can they be excufed for 
not embracing a Profeliion, which the foie Corruption of Man- 
i^ers Maxims have degraded from its antient Ho- 

Mur . ^ V/e do not know in the World a Country more healthy 
^ particular Difeafe ; the Fields 

and Woods are full of Herbs of wonderful Virtue, and the 

^ Thefe Advantages oueht 

Firt? Country who are born here; tut 

a Averfion to diligent and regular Labour, and 

Independency, have driven out a great Num- 
peopled ^ave hindered the Colony from being 

Thefe, 




Travels in North America. 103 

Thefe, Madam, are the Failings of which they accufe, with the 

Good and bad ^he of The 

^alitks of the alfo the fame ; one would think 

Creoles of Cana- which they breathe in this vaft 

'' Continomt contributes to it ; but the Exam- 

ple and Company of the natural Inhabitants, 
who place all their Happinefs in Liberty and Independence, are 
more than fuiHcienc to form this Characler. They accu/e alio 
our Crtoles ot being very greedy, and of heaping up Riches, and 
truly for this Purpofe, they perform Things one would not 
believe without feeing : The Journies they undertake, the Fa- 
tigues they endure, the Dangers they expofe themfelvcs to, the Ef- 
forts they make, exceed all Imagination. There are, notwithlland- 
ing, few Men lefs covetous, who diifipatc more eafily what has 
colt them fo much Pains to acquire, and who fhevv lefs Concern 
for having loft it. And there is no Room to doubt, but that 
they generally undertake thefe painful and dangen us Journies 
through Inclination, They love to breathe an open Air, they 
are accuftomed betimes to live a roving Life ; it has Charms 
for them that makes them forget the paft Dangers an« Fatigues; 
and they pride themlelves in braving them anew. They have 
much Wit, (efpecially the Women, whofe Wit is brilliant and 
eafy). They are faithful in Expedients,- bold, and capable of 
conducing Affairs of the greateft Moment. You have known. 
Madam, more than one of this Charafler, and you have often 
expreffed to me your Surprize at it. I do aft'ure you, that 
the greateft Part here are fuch ; and they are the fame in all 
Ranks. 

I know not whether I fhould place among the Failings of 
Canadians, the good Opinion they have of themfelves. It 
is certain at leaft that it infpires them with a Confidence that 
makes them undertake and execute what would feem impoffible 
to many others. We muft allow, on the other Hand, that thev 
have excellent Qualities. They are of a good Stature, and well 
ftiaped in Body. Their Strength of Conllitution is not always 
anfwerable thereto ; and if the Canadians live long, they artj old 
and worn out betimes. This is not entirely their own Fault, it 
IS partly that of their Parents, who for the moft Part do not 
vyatch enough over their Children to hinder them from ruining 
their Health in an Age, in which, when it is ruined, there is no 
Refource. Their Agility and Dexterity are without equal ; 
the moft fkilful Savages, do not guide their Canoes better in 
dangerous Torrents, and are not better Markfmcn. 

Many People are perfuaded that they are not ft for the 
Sciences, which require much Application, and a Courfe of 
Study. I cannot fay whether this Prejudice is well or ill 
® founded. 
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founded, for we have had no Canadian yet who has undertaj'»rt 
* J from the loofe diiSpau 

ed Way they are brought up in. But evwy one mull acknow- 
ledge, that they have a wonderful Genius for Mechanics : Thev 
have fc^ce any Need of Maftcrs to excel in them, and we fee 
every Day feme who fucceed in all Trades without liavinv 
lerved an Apprenticclhip. borne charge them with Ingra 
titude, yet they_ have appeared to me to have Hearts good 
enough, but their natural Levity often hinders them from con- 
iidenng the Duties that Gratitude requires. It is faid thev 
make bad Valets; this is becaufe they are too high fpirited, and 
mve their Liberty too much to fubmit to Servitude. On the other 
Hand, they are very good Mailers. This is quite contrary to 
what^ IS laid of thofe from whom the greateft Part take their 
Origin. They would be perfea Men, if with their own good 
Jaimes, they had preferved thofe of their Ancellors. Some 
have complained that they are inconftant Friends : This is f-r 
from being generally true, and in thofe who have given Room 
tor this Complaint, this proceeds from their not being ufed to 
any Reftraint, even in their own Affairs. If they are noteafy 
to be dilap ined, this coines from the fame Principle : or be- 
caufe they have a Difeipline of their own, which they think 
the propereft to make War with the Savages, in which they 
are not altogether in the wrong. On the other Hand, they feem 
not to be Mailers of a certain Impetuofity, which makes them 
fitter for z Coup de Mam, or a hidden Expedition, than for the 
regular and fettled Operations of a Campaign. It lias alfo been 
remarked, that amongfl a great Number of brave Men, who 
have diftmguilhed themfelves in tl-.e late Wars, there have been 
few found who had Talents to command. This was perhaps, 
becaufe they had not fufficiently leamt how to obey. It is true 
that when they are well headed, there is nothing they cannot 
accomphlli, either by Land or Sea; but for this End, they mull 
have a great Opinion of their Commander. The late M. 
d Ihcrwlle, who had all the good Qualities of his Country, 
without any of its Defefts, would have led them to the End of 
the World. 

There is one Thing upon which it is not eafy to excufe them, 
which 1.S, the little Regard they have for their Parents ; who 
M their Side, have a Tendernefs for them that is not juftifiable. 

, ® fame Error, and it produces amongll 

hem the fame Eftedls. But what above all Things fhould maL 
us value ozx Creoles is, that they have a great deal of Piety and 

IS wanting in their Education on 

retain ^ Country they ' 

retain fcarceany of their Faults. As with this, they are ex- 

tremcly 
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.trcmely brave and dexterous, they might be rendered very fer- 
viceable for War, for the Sea, and for the Arts ; and I believe it 
would be for the Good of the Staite to promote their Increafe 

more than has hitherto been done. Men are the principal 

Riclies of a Sovereign ; and Canada^ though it could be of no 
other Ufe to Fraace^\xt for this Purpofe, would ftill be, if it was 
well peopled, one of the mofl; important of our Colonies. 

/ «/;7, &c. 



LETTER X. 



0/ the Iroquois Village* Of the Fall ^ St. Louis ; andof the 
different People njoho inhabit Canada. 



Mad a m. 



Fall of St. Louis, May zi. 



T his village was at ilrft placed by St. Magdalen^ Mea- 
dow, about a League lower than the Fall of Sf. Louis^ to* 
wards the South. The Lands not being found fit for producing 
Maiz, it was removed over-againft the Fall itfelf, from whence 
it took the Name it ftill bears, though it has been removed again 
a few Years ago a League ftill higher. I have already faid that 
its Situation is charming, that the Church and the Houfe of the 
Miflionaries are two of the fineft Buildings in the Country ; 
from which we may conclude, that elFcflual Meaimeii have been 
taken not to be obliged to make more Removals. 1 reck.oned, 
when I came here, to go away immediately after the Rafter Ho- 
lidays ; but nothing is more fubject to Difappointments of all 
Kinds, than thefe Sort of Journies. I am yet uncertain of the 
Day of my Departure ; and as we muft make Advantage of 
every Thing, when we make fuch Excurfions as mine, I nave 
endeavoured to make Ufe of this Delay : I have pafTed the 
Time in converfing with fome antient Miflionaries, who have 
lived a long Time with the Savages, and have had from them 
many Particulars concerning various People who inhabit this 
raft Continent ; which. Madam, I lhall now communicate to 
you. 

The firft Land 



of America that we meet with coming from 
France to Canada^ is the Ifland of Newfound- 
landy one of the largeft that we know. It 
could never be known for Certainty, whe- 
ther it had any Native Inhabitants : Its Bar- 
rennefs, fuppofing it every where as real as it is thought to be, 
is not a fufficient Proof that it has had no Native Inhabitants ; 

P for 



Of the Inhali^ 
tants of New- 
foundland. 
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for Fiftiing and Hunting is fufficient to maintain Savages. Thfj 
is certain, that here was never feen any but EJkimaux, who are 
not Natives of this Country. Their real Country is Labrador, 
or Nenxj Britain : It is there at lead that they pals the greateft 
Part of the Year ; for it would be prophaning the Name of Ifa- 
tpve Country^ to apply it to wandering Barbarians, who having 
no AfFeflion for any Country, travel over a vaft Extent of 
Land. In Fa6l, bcfides the Coafts of Newofoundland, which the 
EJkimaux range over in the Summer, in all the vaft Continent 
which is between the River St, Laurence and Canada, and the 
North Sea, there has never been feen any other People than the 
EJkimaux : They have been met with alfo a good Way up the 
River Bourbon^ which runs into Hud/onU Bavy coming from the 
Weft. 

The original Name of thefe People is not certain ; however, 
It is very probable that it comes from the Abenaqui Word Efqui- 
mantjicy which fignifies an Eater of razu Fleflj. — The EJkimaux 
in Fa(^ the only Savages known that eat raw Flefh, though they 
have alfo the Cuftom of drefling it, or drying it in the Sun ; It 
is alfo certain, that of all the People known in Afnerica, there are 
none who come nearer than thefe to compleat the firft Idea 
which Europeans had of Savages. They are almoft the only 
People where the Men have any Beard ; and they have it (o 
thick lyjto their Eyes, that it is difficult to diftinguiffi any Fea- 
tures of the Face : They have befides fomething hideous in their 
Look .* Little Eyes, looking wild ; large Teeth, and very foul: 
Their Hair is commonly black, but fometimes light, much in 
Diford er, and their whole outward Appearance very rough. 
Their Manners and theii* Charafter do not difagree with their 
ill Look : They are fierce, furly, miftruftful, and uneafy, always 
inclined to do an Injury to Strangers, who ought therefore to be 
upon their Guard againft them. As to their Wit and Under- 
ftanding, we have had fo little Commerce with this People, that 
we can fay nothing concerning them ; but they are however 
cunning enough to do Mifchief. They have often been feen 
to go in the Night to cut the Cables of Ships that were at An- 
chor, that they might be wrecked upon the Coaft ; and they 
make no Scruple of attacking them openly in the Day, when 
they know they are weakly mann’d. It was never polTible to 
render them more tra6lable ; and we cannot yet treat with 
them, but at the End of a long Pole. They not only refufe to 
approach the Europeans, but they will eat nothing that comes 
from them ; and in all Things, they take on their Part fuch 
Precaution, as fhews a great Diffidence, which gives Room to 
miftruft reciprocally every Thing that comes from them. They 
are tall, and pretty well lliaped : Their Skin is as white as Snow, 

which 
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wliich proceeds without Doubt from their never going naked in 
the hottcll Weather. Their Hair, their Beards, the Whitenefs 
of their Skin, the little Refemblance and Commerce they have 
with their nearea Neighbours, leaves no Room 
have a difFerent Origin from other Americans : But the Opinion 
which makes them defcended from the Bi/cayners, feems to me 
to have little Foundation, efpecially if i* 

affured, that their Language is ei^irely difFerent. For the reft, 
their Alliance would do no great Honour to any Nation , for if 
there was no Country on the Face of the Earth lefs lit to be inha- 
bited by Men than and there is P^haps 

no People which deferve more to be confined here than the EJh- 
mmx. For my Part, I am perfuaded they came onginally from 
Greenland 

^Thelfe Savaees are covered in fuch a Manner, that ypu cari 
hardly fee anyl>art of their Face or the Ends of their lingers. 
Upon a Kind of Shirt made of Bladders, or the Guts of Filh 
cut in Slips, and pretty well fewed together, ‘^y lmve a Coat 
made of Bear or Deer Skins, and fometimesof Birds Skins. A 
Capuchin of the fame Stuff, and which is faftened to it, covers 
their Head ; on the Top of which there comes out a Tuft of 
Hair, which hangs over their Forehead : The Shirt comes no 
. lower than their Waill; their Coat hangs behind down to their 
Thighs, and terminates before in a Point fomething below the 
Waill; bat the Women wear them both before and behind, to 
the Middle of the Leg, and bound with a Girdle, from which 
hang little Bones. The Men have Breeches of Skins with the 
Hair inwards, and which are covered on the Out lide with the 
Skins of Ermine, or fuch-like ; They wear alfo Socks, with the 
Hair inwards, and over this a Boot, furred in like Manner on the 
Infide ; then a fecond Sock and fecond Boots ; And they fay 
that thefe Coverings for the Feet are fometimes three or four- 
fold ; which does not, however, hinder thefe Savages from be- 
ing very nimble. Their Arrows, which are the onlv Arms they 
ufe, are armed with Points made of the Teeth of the Sea-Cow, 
and they fometimes make them of Iron, when they can pt it. 
It appears that in Summer they keep in the open Air Night and 
Day, but in the Winter they lodge under Ground in a Sort of 
.Cave, where they all lie one upon another. 

We are little acouainted with the other People which are in 
the Environs, and above Hud/on* s Bay. In 

Of the Pecple of Southern Part of this Bay, they trade 
fort Nelfon. MiftafftnSy the Monfonisy the Criftinauxy 

and the Aftniholh. Thefe laft came here from a great Dihance, 
iince they inhabit the Borders of a Lake which is to_ the North 
at the North Weil of the Sicux, and their Language is a Dialeft 
^ Pi of 
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^ the Sioux. The other three ufe the jilg6nqtdH Langnaw. 
fheCriJiinauXy ox Killiftinons, come from the North of the uppe^ 
Lake. The Savages of the Kw^x Bourhm (a)^ and the Rmr 
Sainte There/e^ have a Language entirely different from either : It 
IS probable they are more acquainted with the EJkimaux Lan- 
obfcrved, that they are extremely- fuperftitiops, and 
o^.er fome Sort of Sacrifices. Thofe who are the moft ac- 
q^inted with them affirm, that they have, like thofe of Canada 
a Notion of a good and evil Spirit ; that the Sun is their great 
Leity ; and tLat when they deliberate on an important Affair, 
they make him as it were fmoke ; which they perform in this 
Manner: They afTemblc at Day- break in a Cabin of one of 
their Chiefs; who, after having lighted his Pipe, prefents it 
^ree Times to the riling Sun ; then he guides it with both 
Hands from the Eaft to the Well, praying the Sun to favour the 
Nation. This being done, all the AfTembly fmoke in the fame 
Pipe. All thefe Savages, though they are of five or fix different 
Nations, are known in the French Relations by the Name of the 
Sa^enois^ becaiife the Country where they inhabit is low, mar%, 
poorly wooded, and becaufe in Canada they call Sanjanes (b ) thofe 
wet Lands which are good for nothing. 

Going to the North of the Bay, we find two Rivers ; the firft 
of which is called the Danes Ri^ver, and the fecond the Ri^ver of 
Seals. There are fome Savages on the Sides of thefe Rivers, to 
whom they have given (I know not why) the Name, or rather 
^e Nick-Name, of the fiat Sides of Dogs. They are often at 
War againff the Sa^anois, but neither one nor the other treat 
their Prifoners with that Barbarity which is ufual amongft the 
Canadians ; they only keep them in Slavery. The Sa^janois are 
often reduced by Want to ffrange Extremities : Either through 
Idlenefs on their Part, or that their Land produces nothing at 
all, they find themfelves, when the Chace and the Fifhery fail, 
without any Provifions ; and then it is faid, they make no Diffi-. 
culty to eat one another : The Weakeft, no Doubt, go firff. It 
IS alfq laid, that it is a Cuftom amongff: them, that when a Man 
IS arrived to an Age in which he can be of no longer Service to 
his Family, bat on the contrary a Burden to it, he puts a Cord 
himfelf about his Neck, and prefents the two Ends of it to him 
of his Sons whom he is moil fond of, who ftrangles him as foon 
as he can ; He even thinks that in this he does a good Adlion, 



CaJ They fay that when they have gone one hundred Leagues up this Ri- 
fifty Leagues, and that afterwards it runs 
fine Country, and this lalls to Lake of the 



fi^J The EngViJb call them Six ami:, 



not 
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not only bccaufe he puts an End to the Sufferings of his Father» 
but alfo becaufe he is perfuaded he haftens his Happinefs ; for 
thefe Savages imagine that a Man who dies in old Age, is born 
again in the other World at the Age of a fucking Child; and 
that on the contrary, thofe who die young, are old when they 
come into the Country of Souls. The Daughters ot thefe Peo* 
pie never marry, but with the Confent of their Parents, and the 
Son-in-Law is obliged to live with his Father- in- Law, and be 
fubje^tto him in every Thing, till he has Children. The Sons 
leave their Father’s Houfe early. Thefe Savages burn their 
Dead, and wrap up their AfheS in the Bark of a Tree, which 
they bury in the Earth : Then they raife over the Grave a Kind 
of Monument with Poles, to which they fallen Tobacco, that the 
Deceafed may have wherewith to fmoke in the other World. If 
he was a Hunter, they hang up alfo his Bow and Arrows. Tho* 
the Mother^ weep for their Children twenty Days, the Fathers 
receive Prefents, and in Return make a Feaft, War is mucli 
lefs honourable amongft them than the Chace ; but to be 
elleemed a good Hunter, they mud fad three Days together 
without taking the lead Nouridiment, having their Faces 
fmeared with Black all this Time. When the Fad is over, the 
Candidate facrifices to the Great Spirit ^ a Piece of each of the 
Beads he hath been wont to hunt ; this is commonly theTonguc 
and the Muzzle, which at other Times is the Hunter’s Share ; 
His Family or Relations don’t touch it ; and they would even 
fooner die with Hunger than eat any of it, it being appropri- 
ated to the Hunter to fead his Friends and Strangers with. As 
to the red, they fay that thefe Savages are perfedly difintereded# 
and are of mod inviolable Fidelity ; that they cannot bear a 
Lye, and look upon all Deceit with Horror. 

This is. Madam, all that I could learn of thefe Northern Peo- 
ple, with whom we never had a fettled Intcrcourfe, and whom 

we never faw but en pajjant, Let us come to thofe we arc 

better acquainted with. — One may divide them into three Clades, 
didinguilhed by their Language, and their particular Genius. 

In that Extent of Country which is commonly called Neve 

trr r r which has no Bounds to the North, 

Qn the Side of Hudfons Bay, which was 
New France. difmembered from it by the Treaty of Utrecht^ 
which has no other on the Ead but the Sea, the Colonies 

bn the South, Louiftana to the South-Ead, and the Spanijh Ter- 
ritories to the Wed : In this Extent of Country, there are but 
three Mother Tongues, from which all the others are derived ; 
Thefe are the Sioux, the Algonquin, and the Huron. We know 
but little of the People that fpeak the fird of thefe Languages, 
and no Body knows how far it extends. We have hitherto had 






£tO 



An Hijiorical Journal of 

no Commerce but with the Sioux and the AJpuiboils^ and this has 
tiot been greatly followed. 

Our MilTionaries have endeavoured to make a Settlement 
Of thp Sinnv among the Sioux \ and I knew one who greatly 
Jj :>ioux. fucceeded, or ra- 

ther, that had not remained longer among thefe People, who 
appeared to him docible. There are none perhaps from whom we 
may gain more Information concerning all that is to the North 
Weft of Miffijftppiy as they have an Intercourfe with all the 
Nations of thefe vaft Countries. They dwell commonly in 
Meadows, under Tents made of Skins, and well wrought: 
They live on wild Oats, which grow in Abundance in their 
Marihes and Rivers, and by hunting, efpecially of the Buffa- 
loes that are covered with Wool, and which are in Herds of 
Thoufands in their Meadows : They have no fixed Abode, but 
travel in great Companies like the Tartars^ and never ftayinonc 
1 lace any longer than the Chace detains them. 

Our Geographers diftinguifh this Nation into ^andcrino Si- 

into Sioux of the Eaf, and Sioux ef 
the H eft. Thele Diyifions don’t appear to me to be well ground- 
ed : Ail the Sioux live after the fame Manner ; whence it hap- 
^ns that a Village which was laft Year on the Eaft Side of the 
Mijftjftppi, fhaU next Year be on the Weft Side ; and that thofe 
wno were at one T^e by the River St. Pierre^ arc perhaps now 
far enough from k in fome Meadow. The Name of Sioux, 
which we hav^e given to thefe Savages, is entirely our own mak- 
ing, or rather is the two laft Syllables of Nadoueftioux, as they are 
called by many Nations : Others call them Nadouejfts. They 
are the moft numerous People we know in Canada: They were 
peaceable enough, and little ufed to War, before the and 
took Refuge in their Country, flying from the Fury of 
the Jro^uo/s. They derided their Simplicity, and made them 
Warriors to their own Coft. 

. 1 . Wives, and they feverely punifti thofe 
that fail of Conjugal Fidelity. They cut off the End of their 
^oles, and cut a Circle in a Part of the Skin on the Top of their 

c j j ^ People who are per- 

thefe Savages had a Chine/e Accent : It would not 
be difficult to know the Truth of this, nor to know if their 
Affinity with the Chinefe. 

I hofe who have beep amongll the Afinihoik fay, that they are 
Of the Aflint- 5? 1 rnade, ffrong, nimble, inured to the 
boils. Manner of Fatigues ; that they 

rmt Pirys r c themfelvcs all over the body, and mark 

lake Animals, and that they under, 

take very long Jo.urpie?. There is nothing in this that dilliii.- 
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tuHhes them much from the other Savages of this Continent, 
whom we know; but what is particular in their Charafter is, 
that they have a great deal of Gravitv ; at leaft they appear fo, 
in Coraparifon of the Crijiinaux, with whom they have fome In- 
tcrcourfe. The Crifthtaux are in Faft ot an extraordinary Vi- 
vacity ; they are al^vays fmging and dancing ; and they fpcak 
with fuch a Volubility and Precipitation, that has never heen 

obferved of any other Savages. ^ , , * i i,* 

The Native Country of the JJfinihoils is about a Lake which 
bears their Name, and which is little known. 

Of the Lake of ^ Frenchman whom I have feen at MctitreaL 
the Affinlboils. adured me he had been there, but that he had 
feen it as they fee the Sea in a Port and ^The com- 

mon Opinion is, that this Lake is fix hundred Leagues in Com- 
pafs, that we cannot goto it but by Ways which im- 

paffable, that all the Borders of it are charming, that ^ir 
Lre is very temperate, though they place it to the North Weft 
of the upper Lake, where the Cold is extreme, and that it co^ 

tains fuch a Number of Wands, that they call it in thefe Pam 

the Laie of IJlands. Some Savages call it which figni- 

fies the Great Water ; and it feems in Faa to be the Source of 
the greateft Rivers and all the great Lakes oi horth Jmerua z 
For by feveral Evidences, they make the River Bourbon to nfe 
out of it, which runs into Hud/on’e Bay ; the Rn^r Laurence 
which carries its Waters to the Ocean ; the vt 

charges itfelf into the Gulph_ of Mexteo- the M^four, which 
minlles with the lall ; and which, to the Place where they join, 
is in no Refpeft inferior to it ; and a fifth wnich runs, as thej 
fay. to the Weft, and which of Courfe muft go into the Soum 
Sea. It is a great Lofs that this Lake was not known to tl« 
Learned, who Lve fought every where for the tcrreftial Paradife. 
It would have been at leaft as well placed here as in Sccmdcnc^.a 
But I do not warrant. Madam, all thefe Fads for Truth, which 
are only founded upon the Reports of Travellers ; much lefs 
what fome Savages have reported, wz. that about the Lake of 
the Afftniboilt there are Men like the Europeans^ and who are 
fettled in a Country where Gold and Silver is fo plenty, that it 

fervesfor the moll common -Ufes. r * 

Father Marfuette, who difeovered in 1673, <ays \ii 

his Relation, that fome Savages not only fpoke to him Ri- 

ver, which taking its Rife from this Lake, runs to the U but 
that they alfo added, that they had feen great Ships in its Mouth. 
It appears in the old Maps under the Name of Poualak:, and ^ 
whom fome Relations fay that their Country is the Boundary tO; 
that of the CriJIhiauXy or KilUfinom. 
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Of the People 
•f Algonquin 
Language. 



The Algonquin and Hm-on Languages have between them almoft 
• all the Savage Nations of Canada that we 
are acquainted with. Whoever Ihould well 
underftand both, might travel without an la 
f r- terpreter above one thoufand five hundred 
Leagues of Country, and make himfelf underflood by one W 
dred different Nations, who have each their peculiar Tongue 
1 M Algonquin eipeciaWy ha.f a vadt Extent : It begins at dtr' 
jnd tte Gulf of S,. ,„d uto, a CoS.g/oL'S 

thTsoShHvfr’ South Eaft by the North to 

^ Nation, or the 

and the greateft Part of the Indians of AW Englani 

'IheAlgonquins, or Caniias, who arc Neighbours to Ne-m. £m. 

Of the Abena- Neighbours rte 

quis Nations, and- °r Maledtes, about the River Pen- 
the hewer Algon- 5, more to the Eaft are the AfiW,, 

quins. oouriquois^ whofe proper or Native rCountrv 

. 1 ,./-' ir c O r the Continuance of the Coaft of 

llThtho^r^^^ (from whence one Writer 

. 1 , -I™ and the neighbouring Iflands. In going 

up he Rrver 5/. Laurence,, we meet with It- prefent no SmJ 
was f“£uenay. Neverthelefs, when CaJda 

n, tl,;. ^ 15*^ many Years afterwards, they reckoned 

Iff,* a Nations, which fpread themfelves in^ the 

Nor"rJ along, the 

peak moft of, are the Berjamites, the Papinaehois, and the Mon- 
tagnez. They call them alfo (efpecially the laft) the ionver dh 
»nl»abited the lower Part of the River 

i^ducfdS^?*°l'“"^-r of the others are 

PlrirA A which we meet with ibme times in one 

■* lace, and lometimes in another. 

Ihere were fome Savages who came dowm into the Colony 
Of the Sarvao^es North, fome times by Saguenay ^ ani 

Ae North,, Qitener by ^rois Ri<vieresy of whom we have 

fieard nothing for a long Time. There were 
a^°Sfei°ro'* Thefe Safages came Ln far. 

c«eS!n S «her Nations, who 

o^the ""‘I the Lakes 

ftrovedKft 1 ^^"y all de- 

the^Cohfeouenr'J°nf ^ *e /roy«w, or by Diflempers that were 
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Between ^lehrc and Tilo/itrenh towards ^rois Ri^ieresj we meet 
flillvvith (omzAlgoHquinsy but who do not make a Village, and who 
trade with the French. At our hrft Arrival here, this Nation oc- 
cupied all the Northern Side of the River from i^cbec (where 
M. found them fettled, and made an Alliance with 

them) up to the Lake 5/. Pierre. 

f'rom the Iflc of MontnaU going towards the North, we meet 

Of the Alfron- ''illases of Nipiffings, of Tetnif- 

earnings y of Tetes de Boulesy (Round Heads) of 
Amikeues^ and of OutoQuais (a). The fird are 
the true Algonquins^ and who have alone pre- 
fcn'cd the Algonquin Language, without any 
Alteration : 'f hey have given their Name to 
a little Lake fituatcd between Lake Huron and the River of the 
Outaouais. The F emi/camings occupy the Borders of another 
little Lake, which bears their Name, and \yhich appears tq be 
the real Source of the River Outaouais, The Round Heads zxQ 
not far off : Their Name comes from the Shape of their Heads; 
rhey think .a round Head to be a great Beauty ; and it is very 
probable that the Mothers give this Shape to the Heads of their 
Children in their Infancy. The Jmikoues^ which they call alto 
the Nation of the Bearsers, are reduced almoft to nothing : The 
Remains of them are found in the Illand Manitomalin^ which is 
in the Lake Huron^ towards the North. The Outaouais^ for- 
merly very numerous, were fettled on the Borders of the great 
River which bears their Name, and of which they pretended to 
be Lords. I know but of thiwC Villages of this Nation now, and 
thofe but thinly peopled, which I lhall fpeak of hereafter. 

Between Lake Huron and the upper Lake in the Streight it- 
felf, by which the fecond flows into the firft, is a Torrent, or Fall, 
which is called Saulte Sainte Meirie^ ( the Fall St, Mary,) Its En- 
virons were formerly inhabited by Savages who came from the 
South Side of the upper Lake, whom they call Saulteurs ; that 
IS TO s A y , the Inhabitants of the Fall, They have probably given 
them this Name, to fave the Trouble of pronouncing their true 
Name; which it is not poflible to do, without taking Breath 
two or three Times (b), I'here is no Nation fettled (at leail 
that I know of) on the Borders of the upper Lake ; but in the 
Pods which we poflefs there, we trade with the Criftinauxy who 
come here from the North Ealt, and who belong to the Algonquin 
Tongue, and with the Ajpniboilsy who are to the North WclL 

fa) Many write and pronounce Outaouaks^ 

( b.) PauotrigQueicukak, 

CL Tkc 






yin JJiftoricai Journal cf 
The L;Jce Michigan, which is almoft parallel with lahe fflf» 
Of the Poate- r*”'’ difcharges itfelf, and which 

ouatamis, and }® lenarated from it but ty a Peninfula one 
other Sai'ages of hundred Leagues long, which grows nar- 

ibe Bay. towards the North, has few 

* 1 . X, . Innabitaets on its Banks. I do n6t know 
even that any Nation was ever fettled here, and it is without any 
Foundation called in many Maps the Lake of the /W. u 
going up the River 5/. >/(■//., which runs into it, we find two 
Villages of di^erent Nations, which came from other Parts not 
long fince. This Lake has on the Weft Side a great Bay which 

^AA Its Entrance is very wide 

arid full of Mands, fome of which are fifteen or twenty Lca»ues 
in <-qtnpafs. 1 hey were formerly inhabited by the IoL,L,. 

whofe Name they bear, excepting fo.rie which we leave to 
the Right, where there areftill fome Savages called Noouefs. The 

of theVelllands: 
River 

JoJefh, and. another in the Streight. In the Bottom of the Bav 

Thefe laft are called Pm»i^ 
fftnltn^fbat for what'Reafon 1 know not. Before we come to 

/•!^r ’/'"o the Right- another little Nation, called Mi/- 

hmines^ or Folks J^idouus^ (^:ild Oats.) 

A little 'River, much ruffied with Torrents, difeharges itfelf 
O/’z/'f Oiitaga- tnto the Bottom of the Bay : It is known by 
mis,'i'/^« Maftoa- the Name of the River des Renards, (of the 
tins, aW Ki- ^j^i’ ,"*i_this Country is very beautiful ; 
capons. aod that is ftill more fo, which extends from 

. ■ an., J- the River of the Hhtcis It is 

arTthlS^^r^ and^^^ kittle Nations, which 

are Ktcnpmts and ^t MaJcoutifis, Some cf our Genor^nhers 
have been pleafed -to call the laft the A'.,/.!; ;,w 

equivocal /oiS"gareiiS 

Fifty-- Years agCT, the fettled at the' .South End hf 
Of the Miamis . Michigan, in a Place called Chicagou, 

and VAe Ilinois. "'hrch is alfo the Name of a little Rivtr 
• r ,'Vhich runs into the Lake, the Spring of 

S ided*i„re\h Tu 'i’l'ey are at pient 

S. of which is on the River I/. > 

funl St^Lale‘’r"° their Name, and 

which runs into the^M^^p?.^ ThefeYa^ are^ m ^ 

nation and the were, not long fmee. one People, confider- 

ing 
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ing the Affinity of their Languages. I fhall be able to fpea k 
with more Certainty, when I have been among them. For 



the reft, the greatfft Part of the Algonquin Nations, excepting 
thofe which are more advanced towards the South, employ them- 
(ioi felves bur little in cultivating the Lai>ds, and live almoft wholly 

fisrj upon Hunting and Filhing ; fo that they are not fixed to any 

Place. Some A them allow Plurality of Wives ; yet, far from 
Mh multiplying, they decreafe every Day. There is not any one of 
olfcJi thefe Natioos that confifts of fix thoufand Souls, and fpme no 
Tail; of two thoufand. 



common Opinion ; tor lome maintain tnat tne Jro^uQjs is me 
Mother Tongue. Let that be as it will, all the Savages w.hich 
are to the South of the River St, Laurcfice^ from the River Sore! 
to the End of the Lake ErLe^ and even pretty near Virgipiay be- 
long iq this Language : And whoever underftands the Huron, 
underftands them all. The Diale^b are indeed extremely mulr 
tiplied, and there are almoft as many there a^e yillages.' The 
five Cantons which compofe the Commonwealth, have 

each their own Language; and all " that Was formerly called 
without any Dillindion the Huron, was not the fame Language. 
I cannot find out to what Language the Cherokea belong,' a 
pretty numerous People, which inhabit the vaft Meadows which 
are between the Lake Erie ai)d the MiJJtjipfi, 

But it is worth while to obferve, that as the greateft Part of 
the Savages of Canada have at all Times been converfant with 
each other, fometimes as Allies, and fometimes Lnemies, al- 
thougli the three Mother Tongues which I have.fppken. of, have 
no Manner of Affinity or Agreen;ient with each other, ^ thefe 
People have neverthelefs found Means to treat together without 
the Help of an Interpreter: Either that long Cuftom makes 

it eafy to underftand each other by Signs, or that they have 
formed a Kind of common Jargon, which they learn bv Ufe. — 
I have juft received Notice that I muft. embark : I fhall finifh 
this Article at my firft Leifure. 



Th< 



The Huron Language is not by far fo extenfiye as the Algon • 
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of the Cc^ntry, ' and ^ 
the Falhy the R,wr St. Laurence. De/crifib,, and L 
tuauon of the /e,T Catarocoui. Of the Lanzm, prof Qk, 
NAD A, and of the People that fpeak them. The Occafien ofiht 

arbetnueen the\t.Q(iVOis and the A\.GQH(ivi’btt. 

Catarocoui, 14,’ 

I Departed from the Fall St. Louis the Day after I had clofed 
my laft Letter, and went to h'e at the Weftern Point of the Ifle 
ot Montreal where I did not arrive till Midnight. The next 
Day I employed all the Morning in vifiting the Country, which 
to J Afternoon 1 eroded the Lake St. Liuis to gn 

to the Cafeades, where I found thofe of my People who went 
hither in a dired Way : 1 found them bufy in mending their 
Canoe, which they had let fall in carrying it on their Shoulders, 

and which was fplit from one End to the other.- -I’his is 

Madam, i^e Convenience and Inconvenience of thefe little Car! 
nages : The leaft Thing breaks them, but the Remedy is ready 
and eafy. It fulhces to fomilh one’s felf with Bark, Gums, and 

rTrll ' D there are very few Places where one does not hd 
Gums and Roots fit to few the Bark. 

Wliat they call the Cafeades, is a Water^fall fituated cxaaiy 
De/cripfidn of ^^ove the Ifland Perrot, which makes the Se- 
fhi Falls of the Ri^ paration of the Lake St. Louis ^ and the Lake 
St. Laurence, ^eux Mont agues , (of the t^o Mountaim), 

^ t ^ ^ ° go a little Way to the Right. 

^7 »"ake a Portage 

of half a garter of a League ; that is to fay, they carry the 

j baggage on their Shoulders. This^’s to 
Sheet of n (the Bujh). This is a fine 

htr Th^v • f ^*‘7’ * half a Foot 

high. They might cafe themfelves of this Trouble, by deen- 

hC! tVeS/- ‘J K “"Other 

Hboi e the Cafades .■ The Expence would not be great. 



Above 



M oy they take to go 
thither > 
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Above the Buijfony the River is a Mfle wide, and the Lands on 

P • .7 both Sides are very good, and well wooded. 

^ They begin to dear thole which are on the 
' ./ * *L North Side, and it would be very eafy to 
, anc on .e ^ Road from the Point, which is over 

agkinit the liland Montreal^ to a Bay which 
they call la Galette* They will fhun by this 
forty Leagues of Navig?ition, which the Fails render almoft im- 
practicable, and very tedious. A Fort would be much better fitu* 
ated and more neceliary ^tla GaUtte than at Catarocouit becaufe a 
fmgle Canoe cannot pafs here without being feen, whereas at 
Catarocoui^ they may llip behind the IHands without being ob- 
ferved : Moreover, the Lands about Galette are very good, 
and they might in Confequence have always Provifions in 
plenty, which would fave many Charges. Befidcs this, a Bark 
might go in two Days with a good Wind to Niagara, One of 
the Objects whi^h they had in View in building the Fort Ca* 
tarocouif Was the Trade with the Iroquois \ but thefe Savages 
would come as willingly to la Galette, as to Catarocoui, They 
would have indeed fomething further to go, but they would avoid 
a PalTage of eight or nine Leagues, which they mull make over 
the Luke Ontario: In Ihort, a Fort at/zz Galnte would cover the 
whole Country, which is between the great River of the Oii^ 
taonais, and the River St. Laurence i for they cannot come into thi< 
Country, on the Side of the River St, Laurence, becaufe of the 
Falls ; and nothing is more eafy than to guard the Banks of 
the River of the Outaouais. I have thefe Remarks from a Com- 
milfary of the Marine (a), who was fent by the King to vihl 
all the dillant Polls of Canada. 

The fame Day, May tke third, I went three Leagues, and ar- 
rived at the Cedars ; this is the third Fall ; which has taken its 
Name from the Quantity of Cedars that grew in this Place ; but 
they are now almoll all cut down. On the fourth, I could go no 
farther than the fourth Fall, which is called the Coteau du Lac^ 
(the Hill of the Lake) tho’ it is but two Leagues and half from 
the other; becaufe one of the Canoes burll. You will not be 
furprifed, Madam, at thefe frequent Wrecks, when you know 
how thefe Gondola’s are made, I believe that I have already 
told you that there are two Sorts of them, the one of Elm Bark, 
which are wider and more clumfily built, but commonly bigger. 
J know none but the Iroquois who have any .of this Sort. The 
others are of the Bark of Birch Trees, of a Width lefs in Pro- 
portion than their Length, and much better made : It is thefe 
that I am going todefcribe, becaufe all the French^ and rlmoll all 
the Savages, ufe them. 

("a J M. (ie Cleramhauty 
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They lay thte^ Bark, which is very thick, on flat and very thin 
' D'f/criptidn of the m^c of Cedar: Thefe Ribs are con- 

Cames of Bark. their whole Length by fmall Crofs-BaR. 

. - vvhich feparate the Seats of the Canoe • t J 

fctvJd. ftrengthen the whole Machine. Between the R;k! 

little Pieces of Ced.ar, which are thin 
RW ftiil than the Rrbs, and which help to ftrengthen theCanoe 
jAe tvw Lndsot which rile by Degrees, and infenfibly end in 
hwp Points that turn inwards. Thefe two Ends are oxnaiy aHJce 
SJS''' ? their Courfe, and turn back, the Gance.£ 

ne^d only thange Hands. He who is behind fteers with his’ 
Ov, working continually ; and the greateft Occupation of him 

Surlir'^he' ‘ouches nothing 

vJa£ I ^ Bottom, and their Oars are 

S^djes of five or fix Feet long, commonly of Maple ; but when 
rtey go ag^nft a Current that is pretty ftrong, they moft ufe a 
^Bolo, and ftand upright. One inuft have a good deal of PrafUce 
^ prefervea Ballanceinthis Exeicife, for nothing is lighter, and 
«f Confeqncnce eafier to ovenet, than thd'e Canoes ; the ercat- 
^W^ Water'^*'^ Loading, does not draw more than^ half 

anTtf Canoes are made, as well as the Ribs 

Wd the Bars, are few’d wnth the Roots ofEir, which are moreplia- 
«e, dry much lefs than the Ozier. Ail the .Seams are gam'd 
Wthin and without, but they rauft be viewed every Day. to fee 
the Gum is not peeled olF. I he largeft Canoes carry twelve 
men, two upon a Seat ; and 4000/. Weiirht. Of all the Sava- 
pes, the moft Ikilful Builders of Canoes are the Outaonaie ; and 
mo Algonquin Natiom fuccccd herein better than the 
V*»Rw». hew French n.% yet can make them even tolerably : bat to 
guide them, they are at Icaft as fafe as the Savages of tL Coun- 
try } and they praarfe this B.xercife from their Childhood. All 
Uie Canoes even the fmalleft carry a Sail, and with a good Wind 
«n make twenty Leagues in a Day. Without Sails they muft be 
good Canoe-Men to make twelve Leagues in a dead Water, 
from the ///// of the Lake to Lake St. Francois, is but a good 
Of the Lake 5 t. half League. This Lake which I pafted the 
F^’ftneois, ^ feven Leagues long, and three Leagues 

* j U , ‘he ‘"od in its greateft Breadth. The 

l^tds on. both Sides are low, but they feem to be pretty good. 

4 ^ Courfe feom Montreal to this Place is a little to the South 
Half M««f ‘he Lake of 5/. Framjois runs Weft South Weft, and 
^ above it, and in the Night I 

ine r l.Tf P®®P*e complain- 

I was frightened at firft. but foon recovered myfelf, when 

they 
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t)icy told me they were Huarsy a kind of .Cormsreints\ they added 
thac thefe Cries were a certaiiiSign of Wind the next Day> \vhicit 
proved true. 

The ilxth I pafTcd the Cbefnaux du Lacy they call,thiis fame 
r n Canufhy which form a 'great Number* of 

Ter a s, Iflan ds, that almoft cover the River in this 

Place. I never faw a Country more charming, and the Lands 
appear good. The relljof the Day we employed in palling the 
Falls, the mofl confiderable.of which they call the Mou/inef ; it 
frightful to look at, and we had a great deal of Trouble to get 
thro* it, Lwent however that Day near feven Leagues, andT 
encamped at the Battoinof the Lo»^ Fall 5 this is aT’orrent Haif a 
League long, which the Canoes cannot go up but with half theif 
Loading j we palfedit at feven in the Morning, then we failed 
till three o’clock in the Afternoon ; but then the Rain obliged 
us to encamp, and detained us all the next Day : There fell the 
eighth a little Snow, and at Night it froze as it does in Frafttt 
tha Month of Jan,\yt were ncvcrthelefs under the fame Pai-al*^ 
leli^as Languedoc, The ninth we palTed the Flat Fall, aboat feveft 
Leagues dillant from the Long Fall, and five from the* Galots^ 
which is the lall of theP'allsi La Galette is a League and a half 
further, and we arrived there the tenth. I could not fufhcicntly 
admire the Country which is between this Bay and les Gahts^ it. 
is impoflible to fee finer Forefls, and I obferved efpccially fbrne 
Oaks of an extraordinary Height. 

Five or fix Leagues from there is* an Ifland called 

0/ ih: IJfan^ Tmibata, the Soil of which appears prettjt 
Tonihata lertile, and which is auout hailf a League 

long- An Iroqueisi whom they call 
kery I know not why, a very fenfible Man, and well affefted’ to 
the Frenchy obtained the Domaih of it frexm the late Count dit 
Frontenacy and he fliews the Writing of this. Grant to any one that 
will fee it ; he has neverlhelefs fold the Lordfhip, for four PoH 
of Brandy ; but has refer ved tp himfelf. all othef Profits of 
L*and, and has alfembled here eighteen or tv/eiuy Families of his 
Nation. I arrived the twelvth in his liland, and I paid him a 
Vifit ; I found -him working in his- Garden, which is not* tire 
Cultom of the Savages ; but he affc£ls all the Maimers of the 
French: He received me very- well, -and would treat me, but the 
Finenefsof the Weather, obliged me to go forward ; Ttook my 
Leave of him, and went to pafs the Night two Leagues further, 
in a very fine Place. I had ftill thirteen Leagues to Catarciceui | 
the Weather was fine,rthe Night very clears and this* engag’d us 
to embark afthree in tiie Morning. We paffed thro’ the midft 
of a Kind of Archipelago^ whkh they call IJlesy (the ThoHjand 
IJlesy) and I believe there are above fwe hundred :* When we are 

paffed 
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pa^ed thefe we have a League and half to arrive ^iCaianeiul- 
We River is more open, and is at leall half a Leao-uewide’ 
then we leave upon the Right three great Bays pretty deen’ 
and the Fort is built in the third. ^ ^ 

This Fort is a Square wi^th four Baftions built ivith Stone 
ADefcription of ^*'Ound it occupies is a Quarter of 

Fort Catarocoui. m Compafs, its Situation has really 

x> • r lomething very pleafant ; the Sides of the 

River prefent every Way a Landfcape well varied, and it is the 
fame at the Entrance of Lake oLric, which is but a S 
League diftant : It is full of lllands of different Sizes all well 
“r bounds the Horizon on that Side : This 

is aHL ^‘fterwardsff^! « 

CV/ar«rew, of which the Count dt Frontenac 
wTiS"'-’ Lake has regained its antient 

Pl^e wwS- or and the Fort that of the 

aSe jtil-* Place to /,iGu/«/r 

iHT/J A ““'y O" Borders, it be- 

vefv prTttriflaS"^^M!^' the Fort a 

Svwne ?nto f They put fome 
Th “>^tipHed, and given it t£: Name 

L* u There are two other Iflands foinewhat fmaller 

Tl, n Cedars, tlie other Ijle aux Cerfs, r Harts 

S t Tbt % ?““T“ " “d >‘.Ti 

Wav iinrf,>i- li‘ k ^ there is a Point that runs out a great 

Way under which there is good Anchorage for large BwH. 

who was Lour’d ofTT’ DUcoveries and his Misfortunes, 

wo oT three hlf Governor of the Fort, had 

!hwe ifm Beh- and «">ain 

S«tPTent;of w"m "-Bere there is a 

Lnt £ fhfr V aud Eniploy- 

herf 5-nec^ W There was formerlv a great TraL 

and to keen their carrying their Skins to the Eng- 

But this Trade Fort xvas built: 

the Barbarkn! •“ ^as not hindered 

have ftTll fbme Fa^- ^ ‘‘^Lfchief. .They 

therVaie alfTfomr^"" <>f the Place, and 

have a Village on 1^'ation, which Hill 

to of fending my Letters 

uptkis with S fhav^JuThe^r ‘’Z 
, of the Languages to you on the Difference 

r & ges 01 xjjope wha have ffudied them 

perfedly 
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perfedly, fay that thofe- three of which I have fpokeft have afl 
the Ghara^krs of primitive Languages ; and it is certain that 
they have not the fame Origin ; which the Pronunciation alone 
is lufHcient to prove. The S/au whiftleS in fpeaking ; the //»- 
has no labial Letter, which he cannot pronounce, he fp^aks 
in the Throat, and afperates almofl every Syllable ; the 

pronounces with more Swe^tnefs, .and fpe^ks more natii- 
turally. I can learn nothing particular of the frll of thcle 
three Languages, but our antient 'Miflfoharies have much ftu- 
died^the two lali, and their principal 'Dialefts-: This is what J 
have heard from the mbft‘fkilful. 

The Iluroff Language has a'Copioufnefs; ah Ehergy, and a Sub- 
limity perhaps not to ue found united in any of the fineft that 
we know ; and thofe whofe native Tongue it is, tho’ they 'are 
now but a Handful of Men, have fuch an Elevation of Soul 
that agrees much better with the Majefty of their Language, 
than with the fad State to which they are reduced. Some have 
fancied they found in it fomc Similitude with the Hebrew \ 
others, and the greafeft Number, have maintained it had the 
fame’ Origin as the Griek*f but nothing is more trifling than the 
Proofs they bring for it. We mud not depend efpOcially upon the 
Vocabulary of Brother Gabriel Saghard, a Rccollct who hath been 
cited to fupport this Opinion ; much left on thofe of Jaines C ar- 
tier ahd thb Baron de la Homan, Thcfe three Authors togk at 
Rkndom fome Terms, feme of which were Hurmiy Mhers ^ 7 - 
gmmiin, which they ill retaiiled, and whicH often fignified quite 
different from what they thought. And hcnv many Errors have 
been occafioned by fuch Miftakes of many Travellers. 

The Algonquin Language has not fo much Force as the Huron^ 
. , but has more Sweetnefs and Elegance: Both 

Chara^cr of the ^ Rkhneft of Expreffions, a Variety of 

Algonquin Lan- qfurns, a Propriety 01 Terms, a Regularity 
which aflonifh : But what is more furprifing 
is, that among thefe Barbarians who never ffudy to fpeak well, 
and- who never had the life of Writing, there is not intro- 
duced* a bad Word, an improper Term,* or a vicious Conftruc- 
tion; and even Children preferve all the Purity of the Lan- 
guage in their common Difeourfe. On the other Hand, the 
Manner in which they animate all they fay, leaves no Room to 
doubt of their comprehending all the* Worth of their Exprefli- 
ons, and all the Beauly-of their Language. The Dialefts which 
are derived from both, have not preferved all their Beauties, 
nor the fame Force. The TfonnonthouanSf for In^zvicc (this is one 
of the five Iroquois Cantons) pafs among tlie Savages to have a 
vulgar or rndc Language. 
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In the Huron all is conjugated ; a certain Device which I 
D ^ cannot well explain to you, diftinguiflies the 

Partuu/anuesof Pronoun.: the Ad- 

^ ^ verbs, tSc. The fimple Verbs have a double 

guage. Conjugation, one abfoiute, and the other re- 

ciprocal ; the third Perfons have the two Genders, for there arc 
but two in thefc Languages ; that is to Jay, the noble and the 
ignoble Gender. As to the Numbers and 'Lenfes, they have the 
fame Differences as in the Greek: For Intlance, to relate Travels, 
they exprefs themfclves differently according as it was by Land, 
or by Water. The Verbs adive multiply as often as there arc 
-Things w-hich fall under Adion; as the Verb which fignilies /a 
eat varies as many Times as there are Things to eat. The Adion 
is expreffed differently in Refped to any thing that has Life, and 
an inanimate Thing ; thus to fee a Man, and to fee a Stone, are 
two Verbs ; to make Ufe of a Thing that belongs to him that 
iifes it, or to him to whom we fpcak, are two different Verbs. 
There is fomething of all this in the Mgonquin Language, tho^ 
fame, of which 1 am not able to give 
ihAlgonqJnlL Account Notwithflanding, Madam if 

^ ^ * Richnefs and Variety of thefe Languages ren- 

ders them extremely difHcult to learn ; their Poverty and Barren- 
nefs produces no lefs Difficulty; For as thefe People, when welirll 
converfed with them, were ignorant of almoff every Thing they 
did not ufe, or which did nor fall under their Senfes, they wanted 
Terms to exprefs them, or they had let them fall into Oblivion: 
Thus, having no regular Worffiip, and forming of the Deity, 
and of every Thing which relates to Religion, but confufed 
Ideas, not making fcarce any Reflexions but on the Objeds of 
their Senfes, and on nothing which did not concern their own 
Affairs, which were confined within a finall Compafs and not 
being accuilomed to difeourfe on tJie Virtues, the Paffions, and 
many other Subjects of our common Converfation ; not cultivat- 
ing any Arts, but thofe which were neceffary for. them, and which 
were reduced to a very fmall Number; nor any Science, only 
obferving what was within their Ability; and for Life, having 
nothing fiiperlhioiis, nor any Refinement ; When we wanted to 
/peak to them of thefe Things, we found a great Vacuity in 
their Languages, and we were obliged, in order to make our- 
lelves undcrAcod, to fill them up with Circumlocutions that were 
troublefome to them as well as to us : So that after having learnt 
of them their Language, we were obliged to teach them another, 
compofed partly of their own I'erms, and partly of our’s tranf- 
lated into Huron and Algonquin, to make the Pronunciation 
^afy to them. As to Charaders they had none, and they fup- 

licd 
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plied the Defeft by a Sort of Hieroglyphicks Nothin 
prifed them more than to fee us exprels ourfeh es as e 
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If if is afked how vfe know that the Sicu the W""”- f 
^Igoncui., are rather Mother Tongues than 
wedlock upon as their Dialeds, 1 anfwer, that 

miftake in^his. and I think there f c fed ^ buV 

Words of the Abbe Dubofs, which 1 have already 
(hort, as we can judge here only by Companion. 

ReHexions we may conclude that the Languages * .1 j allow 

of Canada are derived from thofe three which 1 ^ f 
it does not prove abfolutely that thefe are 

firft Inftitu- tion of Languages I add 5v4s 

their Difcourfe fomething of the JJiat.c 

Things a Turn, and figurative Expreffions ; A® Origin 
what has perfuaded fome Perfons that they derive the.r g 
from Jfia, which feems probable enough. 

The People of the Huron Language have always 
felves more than the others to culmating the Land ; they have 
alfo extended themfelves much lefs, 

Effefts: For in the firft Place, 

lodged, and better fortified ; and there has always been amongft 
them more Policy, and a more diftingmfhed Form of Gover- 
ment. The Quality of Chief, at leaft among the true 
which arethe7Vcn«e«/«^«, is Hereditary. 1" 'befecond P.a«, till 
the /rcyacA Wars, of which we have been Witneffes, their Coun- 
try was more peopled, though they never al owe o ygamy. 
They are alfo reputed more induftrious, more dexterous in their 
Affairs, and more prudent in their Refolutions ; which cannot be 
attributed but to a Spirit of Society, vyhich they have preferved 
better ih.an the others. This is rem.arked particularly of the Ht^cns, 
that tho’ fcarcely any longer a Nation, and reduced to two villa- 
ges not very large, and at a great Diftance one from the other ; 
fet they are the Soul of all the Councils, vyhen they confult on 
any general Affairs. It is true, that in Spue of that Differ- 
ence which is not feen at the firft Glance, there is much Refem- 
blance in the Senfe, the Manners, and all the Cuftoms of the 
Savages of CWa; but this is the Conlequence of the Inter- 
courfe which has been always between them for manjf Ages. 

This would be the Place to Ipeak to you concerning the Go- 
vernment of thefe People, of their Culloms, and of their Re- 
ligion ; but I fee nothing in this yet but a Chaos, which it is 

impoffible for me to clear up. rn i • 

There are fome Travellers who make no Scruple to fill their 
Journals with whatever they hear faid, without troubling 
fclvcs about the Truth of any Thing. You .would not, doubtlefs, 

R 2 bavc 
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have me follow their Example, and impofe upon you for Truth 
all the extravagant Things that have been placed to the Ac- 
count of our Savages, or that have been taken as they could 
from their Traditions. Thefe Traditions, on the other Hand, 
are fo little to be relied on, and almoft always contradift each 
other fo grofsly, that it is almoft impofTible to difeover any 
Thing from them that may be depended on. In Fadl, how 
could fuch People, as we found thefe, tranfmit faithfully down 
to Pofterity what has pafTed between them for fo many Ages, hav- 
ing nothing to help their Memory ? And can we conceive that 
Men, who think lo little of Futurity, fhould ever bufy thera- 
felves about what is paft, to make any faithful Recoids of it? 
So that after all the Enquiries that could be made, we are flill 
at a Lofs to know what was the Situation of Canada when 
we made the firft Difeovery thereof, about the Middle of the 
lixth Century. 

The only Point of their Hiftory, which is derived to us with 
of the 9^ Probability, is the Origin of the 

JFar fujhicb the ’ which M. de Champlain found very much 

Algonquins and between the IroqueU on the one 

the Hurons haw ,* • Hurens and Algonquins on the 

maintained againji himfelf 

/y^^Iroquoist agreeable ‘to our true 

^ ’ Intereft. I cannot difeover the lirft Beginning 

of this War, but I do not think it was very antient. What I fliall 
fay about it, I give you Notice before Hand, I do not war- 
rant the Truth of, though I have it from pretty good Authority. 

The Jlgon^uins, as I have already obferved, pofTcired all that 
Extent of Country which is from ^dec, and perhaps alfo from 
Tcidoufac quite to the Lake of Nipi^ingy following the North Shore 
of the River iS*/. Laurcficcy and going up the great River, which 
runs into it above the Ifie of Montreal By this we my judge 
that this Nation was- then very numerous ; and it is certain, that 
for a long Time it made a very great Figure in this Part of 
America^ where the Hurons were alone in a Condition to difpute 
with them the Pre-eminence over all the reft. For the Chace 
they had no Equals, and for War they acknowledged no Supe- 
riors. The fevv who remain to this Day, have not degenerated 
from the antient Merit of this Nation, and their Misfortunes 
have not yot leffened their Reputation. The Iroquois had made 
with them a Kind of Confederacy, very ufeful to both Sides ; but 
which in the Opinion of the Savages, amongft whom a great 
Hunter and a great Warrior are equally efteemed, gave the 
Algonquins a real Superiority over the Iroquois. The latter, almoft 
wholly employed in the Culture of the Lands, had engaged to 
j^ive Part of their Harveft to the Algonquins y who, on their Side, 

were 



travels in North America. 125 

were to divide with them the Fruit of the Chace, and to defend 
them againft whoever fhould undertake to difturb them. The 
two Nations lived thus a long Time in a good Underfianding ; 
but an ill timed Haughtinefs on one Side, and a Refentment, which 
was not expeded, on the other Side, broke this Union, and 
made a Quarrel between thefe two People that hath been never 
reconciled. 

As Winter is the great Seafon for the Chace, and that the 
Earth, then covered with Snow, gives no Employment to them 
who cultivate it, the two Confederate Nations joined together 
to winter in the Woods ; but the Iroquois commonly left the Chace 
to the Algonqtdnsy and contented themfelves with fieaing the Bcahs, 
drying the Flelh, and taking Care of the Skins. This is at prefent 
every where the Work of the Women, perhaps then it was not 
the Cuftom : However, the Iroquois made no Difficulty of it. From 
Time to Time, however, fome of them took a Fancy to try 
themfelves in the Chace, and the Algo uqums diidi not oppol'e it, in 
which they were bad Politicians. 

It happened one Winter, that a Troop of both Nations flopped 
in a Place where they expeded Plenty of Game, and fix young 
Algonquhis^ accompanied with as many Iroquois of the fame Age, 
were detached to begin the Chace. They prefently difeovered 
fome Elks, and they all prepared themfelves diredlly to purfue. 
them ; but the Algonquuis would not fufler the Iroquois to fol- 
l6vv them, and gave them to underfland that they would have 
enough to do to flea the Beads they fhould kill. Unfortunately 
for thefe Boaflers, three Days pafl’ed without their being able to 
bring down a Angle Orignal, though a great Number came in 
Sight. This bad Succefs mortiAcd them, and probably was no 
Dilpleafure to the Iroquois^ who carneflly defi;-ed to obtain Leave 
to go another Way, where they hoped to be more fuccefsful. 
Their Propofal was received by the Algonquins, as was formerly 
that by the Brothers of Da^idy which the young Shepherd made 
to go and Aght with the Giant Goliah: They told them that they 
were very vain to pretend to have more Skill than the Algon- 
quins ; it was their BuAnefs to dig the Earth, and that they Ihould 
leave the Chace to thofe that were At for it. The Iroquoisy en- 
raged at this Anfwer, made no Reply ; but the next Night they 
departed privately for the Chace. The Algonquins were furprifed 
in the Morning at not feeing them, but their Surprife was foon 
changed into extreme Vexation ; for in the Evening of the fame 
Day, they faw the Iroquois returning loaded with the Flefli of 
Orignals. There are no Men in the World who are more fuf- 
ccptible of Spite, and who carry the Efieds of it further : 
The Refult of that of the Algonquins was fudden; The Iroquois 
were no fooner afleep than they werq #1 Hapek^d, 9 n the Head. 

Such 
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Such an AfTafTination could not be long a Secret ; and though 
the Bodies were buried privately, the Nation was loon informed 
of it. At firft, they complained with Moderation, but infilled 
on having the Murderers punilhed. They were too much def- 
pifed to obtain this Jullice : The Algonquins would not fubmit to 
make even the leaft Satisfaftion. 

The Iroquois in Defpair made a firm Refolutipn to be revenged 

9“/ 9 If fcornful Treatment, which irritated 

this War ^ them more than the Afiafiination of which they 
' ' * complained. They fwore they would all die 

to the lall Man, or have Satisfad:ion ; but as they perceived 
themfelves not in a Condition to cope with the Algonquins^ whofe 
Name alone kept almoli all the other Nations in Awe, they de- 
parted from them a great Di fiance, to make a Proof of their 
Arms againft lefs formidable Enemies, which they did by Way 
of Diverfion ; and when they thought themfelves fufiiciently 
inured to War, they fell fuddenly on the Algonquins, and began 
a War of w'hich w'e only faw the End, and which fet all Canada 
in a Flame. It was continued on the Side of the Iroquois with a 
Fiercenefs fo much the more terrible, as it was the more deli- 
berate, and had nothing of that precipitate Fury which hinders 
Meafures from being well taken. Moreover, the Savages do not 
think themfelves thoroughly revenged, but by the utter Deftruc- 
tion of their Enemies, and this is ftill truer of the Iroquois than 
of the reft. Thev fay commonly of them, that they come like 
Foxes, they attacK like Lions, and fly away like Birds. Thus 
they feldom fail in their Attempts ; and this Condud has made 
them fofuccefsful, that had it not been for the French, there would 
perhaps be no Mention made at this Day of any of the Nations 
who have dared to oppofe this Torrent. Thofe who fufiered 
the mofi were the Jiurons, who were engaged as Allies or Neigh- 
bours of the Algonquins, or becaufe their Country lay in the Way 
between both. We have feen with Aftonifliment, one of the 
mofi numerous Nations, and the mofi warlike of this Continent, 
^d the mofi efteeiiied of all for their Wifdom and Underftand- 
ing, difappear almofi entirely in a few Years. We may alfo fay, 
that there is not a Nation in this Part of America, which ha^ not 
fufiered greatly by the Iroquois being obliged to take up Anns ; 
and I know of none but the Abenaquis in all Canada, whom they 
have not dared to difiurb in their own Country : For fince they 
have taken a Tafie for War, they cannot remain long quiet, like 
Lions, who by the Sight and T'afie of Blood, increafe their in- 
fatiable Thirfi for it. One would hardly believe how far they 
have travelled to feek Men to fight with. Nevcrthelefs, bv 
being thus continually at War, as they have from Time to Time 
met with very great Checks, they find themfelves greatly di- 

minilhed. 






5;ti; 

!tDO^ 

iloltr 

wiic: 

lap: 

Amr 

Mi 

ijB' 
miii 
tc, ati 

lltfBl 

tkaR^ 

fijCE 

aiJ|5: 

ancJf 

¥ 
i:jc« 
jffik . 

iki 

■(kitf 

$orS? 

is^' 

ose8' 

C(<^ 

■flfltftJ 
if 3^' 

is 



^'ravels in Korth America. ,127 

mlniftied; and were it not for the Prifoners which they have 
hroueht from all Parts, and the greatell Number of which they 
have adopted, their Situation would not be much more happy 
than that of the Nations they have fubdued. 

What has happened in this Refpedto the Iroqucs, maybe laid 
with more Reafon of all the other Savages ot this Country, and 
it is not ttrange if, as I have already obferved, thefe Nations de- 
creafe every I)ay in a very fenfible Manner. For though their 
Wars do not appear at firtt fo deftruftive as our’s, they are much 
more fo in Proportion. The moll numerous of thefe Nations 
has never had perhaps more than fixty thoufand Souls, and trom 
Time to Time there is much Blood fpilt. A Surprize, or a Coup 
de Main, fometimes deftroysa whole Town ; and often the rear 
of an Irruption drives a whole Canton to forfake their C<^n try, 
and then thefe Fugitives, to avoid dying by the Sword of their 
Enemies, or by Torture, expofe themfelves to penlh by Hun- 
ger and Cold in the Woods or on the Mountains, becaufe they 
feldom have Leifure or Precaution to carry Provifions with them. 
This has happened in the laft Age to a great Number of Jl- 
gonquins and Hurovs, of whom we could never hear any Ac- 

count. - . 

/ antp Sec. 



LET T E R XII. 

Defeription of the Country up to the Ri-ver of the Onnontagues .- 
or the Flux and Reflux in the great Lakes of Canada. 
Manner honv the Sanjages fing their IVar-Song. Of the God of U or 
among ft thefe People. Of the Declaration of War. Of the hecklaces 
of Shells; And of the Calumet : And of their Cuftoms of Peace 
and War. 

Madam, Famine Bay, May i6. 

I Have the Misfortune to be detained here by a contrary Wind, 
which in all Appearance will laft a lon^* Time, and keep 
me in one of the worft Places in the World. , a • 

I lhall amufe myfelf with writing to you. Whole Armies of 
thofe Pigeons they call T‘ourtes pafs by here continually ; if one 
of them would carry my Letter, you would perhaps have News 
of me before I leave this Place : But the Savages never thought 
of bringing up Pigeons for this Purpofe, as they fay the Arabs 
; and many other Nations formerly dia. 

I em- 
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Departure from 
. Catarocoui ; The 
Rout form thence 
to Famine Bay: A 
Defeription of the 
Country, 



I embarked the 14th, exadlly at the fame Hour I arrived at 
Catarocoui the Evening before. I had but fix 
Leagues to go to the Ifle of Chcnjreuih, (Roe, 
Bucks J wliere there is a pretty Port that caa 
receive large Barks ; but my Canadians had 
not examined their Canoe, and the Sun had 
melted the Gum of it in many Places - it 

* 1 r ^ forced 

to lore two whole Hours to repair it in one of the Iflands at the 

Entrance of the Lake Ontario, After that we failed till Ten 
o^Clock at Night, without being able to reach the Ifle of Chens 
r^tlsy and we were obliged to pafs the rell of the Ni^ht in the 
Corner of a Fored. * 

This was the firft Time I perceived fome Vines in the Wood 
0 / thi Vines cf J as many as Trees j to the 
Canada. ^ )'et made 

. this Remark, becaufe I had always till thea 

Sopped in open Places ; but they alTuic me it is the fame every 
where, quite to Mexico. The Stocks of thefe Vines are very larvc 
and they bear many Bunches of Grapes; but the Grapes ^e 
Icarcely fo big as a Pea ; and this mull be fo, as the Vines are 
not cut nor cultivated. When they are ripe, it is a good Manna 
tor the Bears, who feek for them at the Tops of the highell 
i. rees. 1 hey have, neverthelefs, but the Leavings of the Birds 
who have foon gathered the Vintage of whole Forefts. 

I fet out early next Morning, and at Eleven o’Clock I Hopped 
at ti^ Ifle auxGallots, three Leagues beyond the laeaux Chenjrts, 
i^f oats), in 43®» 33 • ^ re-embarked about Noon, and made a 
1 raverfe of a League and a half, to gain the Point of the fra- 
-wrfe. If to come hither from the Place where I palled the 
Wight I had bren obliged to coaft the Continent, I Ihould 
have had above forty Leagues to make ; and we mull do this, 
when the Lake is not very calm; for if it is the leaft agi- 
tated the Waves are as high as in the open Sea : It is not even 
polfible to fail under the Coall, when the Wind blows hard from 
T w a • L the Point of the, Ifle ctux Gallots, we fee to 

the Well the River Cheuguen, otherwife called the River d'On- 
which IS fturteen Leagues off. As the Lake was calm, 
Bui,. ance of bad Weather, and we had a 

rJl\ ’^“t juft enough to carry a Sail, I 

folvcd to make direaiy for this River, that I might fave fifteen 

morrp"v^ Leagues in going round. My Condudors, who had 
Tut dangerous Attempt; 

Beau^rf yielded to my Opinion.— The 

noSnfm. which I quitted on the Left Hand, did 

not tempt me any more than the Salmon, and Numbers of other 

excellent 
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excellent Fifh, which they take in fix fine Rivers which are at 
two or three Leagues Diftance one from the other (a) : We took 
then to the open 'Lake, and till Four o’Glock we had no Caufe 
to repent of it ; but then the Wind rofe fuddenly, and we would 
willingly have been nearer the Shore. We made towards the near- 
eft from which we were then three Leagues off, and we had much 
IVouble to make it. At length, at Seven at Night we landed at 
Famine Bay ; thus named, fince M. de la Barre, Governor Gene- 
ral of France, had like to have loft all his Army here by 

Hunger and Diftempers, going to make War with the 7™/. 

It was Time for us to get to Land ; for the Wind blew ftrong, 
and the Waves ran fo high, that one would not 
^ Defeription of ventured to pafs the Seine at Paris, over- 

Famine Bay. againft the Louvre, in fuch Weather. As to 
the reft, this Place is very fittodeftroy an Army, which depends 
on the Chace or the Filhery for their Subfiftence, befides that 
the Air appears to be very unhealthy here. But nothin^g is finer 
than the Woods that cover the Borders of the Lake : The white 
and red Oaks rife up here even to the Clouds. There is alfo 
here a Tree of the largeft Kind ; the Wood of which is hard, 
but brittle, and much refembles that of the Plane-Tree : The 
Leaf has five Points, is of a middle Size. a very fine Green on 
the Infide, and whitilh without. It is called here the Cotton-Tree, 
becaufe in a Shell nearly of the Bignefs of a Horfe Chefnut, it 
bears a Kind of Cotton ; which appews, neyerthelefs. of no 

Ufe. As I walked upon the Side of the Lake, I obferved 

that it lofes Ground on this Side fenfibly ; This is evident, 
becaufe for the Space of half a League _ in Depth the Land u 
much lower and more fandy than it is beyond. I have 
obferved alfo in this Lake (and they affure me the fame happens 
in all the others) a Kind of Flux and Reflux almoft momentane- 
ous ; feme Rocks which are pretty near the Shore being covered 
and uncovered feveral Times within the Space of a Quarter of 
an Hour, although the Surface of the Lake was very calm, and 
there was fcarce any Wind. After having confidered this feme 
Time, I imagined it might proceed from Spnngs which are at the 
Bottom of the Lake, and from the Shocks of thofe Currents 
with thofe of the Rivers, which flow in from all Parts, and which 
produce thefe intermitting Motions. 



(a) The River of the Affumptlon a Leagije trom tiyyoin ojzve j 
J//5 that of Sahla, three Leagues further 5 that of 
two Leagues further ; that of la grande Famine, (the great Famine) 
Leagues more ; that of fa petite Famine, hff/^ Famine ) one League j that 



«f la groffe Ecorce, ( the tkick Bark) one League. 



Bu: 
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But would you .believe, Madam, that in this Seafon, and in 
Why the Trees ,43. Latitude, there is not yet a Leaf 

have no Leaves in the Trees, though we have fometimesas 

theMonth e/-May. i" the Month of ?«/,. 

The Reafon of this is, without Doubt, bt 
caufe the Earth, which has been covered vvitli Snow fe\-eral 
Montns, is not vet heated enough to open the Pores of the 
Roots, and to make the Sap rife. For the reft, the great and the 
Mtle Famme do not deferve the Name of Rivers ; they are but 
Br^ks, efpecially the laft, but are pretty well ftocked with Fifli 
There are here fome Eagles of a prodigious Bignefs. My Peo- 
ple have juft now taken down a Neft, which confifted of a Cart 
Load of Wood, and two Eagles which Were not yet fledged, and 
which were bigger than the largeft Hen Turkeys : They eat 
them, and found them very good. 



iT j V.LUCK iu iMgnc, jmt as J was going to Bed, I 

Beard a Cry, which they rold me was a War-Cry ; and 'a little 
atter, -i faw a Company of Mijfpfague’%, enter the Fort finging. 
borne Years fince, thefe Savages engaged themfelves in the 
W ar which the Iroquois make with the Cherokees, a pretty nume- 
^us People, who inhabit a fine Country to the South of Lake 
^7/^, and hnce that Time the young People are eager for War. 
i hree or four of thefe Heroes, equipped as fora Mafquerade, 
their Paces painted in a horrible Manner, and followed by almol! 
all the Sai^ges who live about the Fort, after having run thro' 

- Ringing their War-Song to the Sound of the 
Lbicbtkcuefajy came to do the fame in all the Apartments of the 
-Tort, in Honour to the Commandant and the Officers, f confefs 
to you. Madam, that there is fomething in this Ceremony which 
fills one with Horror the firfl Time one fees if ; and 1 found by 
Jt what I had not fo fenfibly perceived before, as I did then, ^Siz. 
lat was amongft Barbarians : 1 heir Singing has always fpme- 
ing mournful and difmal ; but here I found in it fomething ter- 
caufed perhaps folely by the Darknefs of the Night, 
and the Preparation of the Feah, for it is one for the Savages. 

. f^vitation \vas addrefTed to the Iroqtwis ; but they, who be- ' 
gin to e Lofers by the War with the Cherokeesy or who were not 
n a Humour for it, demanded Time to deliberate, and every one 
returned to lus own Home. ^ 



(a) "ThtClUl'dQue is a Kind of Calibalh, full of Pebbles. 
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It appears, Madam, that in thefe Songs they invoke the Go^ 
r\^ ; n j r War, whom the Hurons Cd\\ Arejkoui ; an<i 
yf V the Iroquois call him AgrefiouL I know not 

what Name they give him in the Algonquin 
Language. But is it not fomething ftrange that in the Greek Word 
Ares, who is the Mars, or the God of War, in all the Countries 
where they have followed the Theology of Hcj?ier, we find the 
Root from which feveral Terms of the Huron and Iroquois Lan- 
guage feem to have been derived, which relate to War ? Aregouen 
fignifies to make War, and is thus declined ; Qarego, I make 
War; Sarego, thoumakeft War; Arego, he makes War. For the 
reft, Arejkoui not only the Mars of thefe People ; he is alfo their 
chief God ; or, as they exprefs it, the Gret^t Spirit, the Creator 
and Mafter of the World, the Genius who governs every Thing ; 
But it is chiefly for Military Expeditions that they invoke him ; 
as if the Attribute which does him the moft Honour, was that of 
the God of Hofts ; His Name is the War-Cry before the Battle, and 
in the Height of the Engagement : Upon the March alfo they 
often repeat it, by Way of Encouragement to each other, and to 
implore his Afllftance. 

To take up the Hatchet, is to declare War : Every private 
, y. , Perfon has a Right to do it, without any one 
Of tn^eclara- a Power to hinder him; unlefs it be 

iion of yrat . among the Hurans and the Iroquois, with whom 

the Mothers of Families can declare or forbid War when they 
pleafe. We (hall fee, in its proper Place, how far their Authority 
extends in thefe Nations. But if a Matron would engage one who 
has no Dependence on her, to make a Party of War, either to 
appeafe the Manes of her Hulband, of her Son, or of a near 
Relation, or to get Prifoners to fupply the Places of thofe in>er 
Cabin whom Death or Captivity have deprived her of, fhe is 
obliged to make him a Prefentof a. Collar or Necklace of Shells, 
and it is very feldom that fuch an Invitation is without Effe^l. 

When the Bufinefs is to make a War in all the Forms between 
two or more Nations, the Manner of exprefling it is, to htuig the 
Kettle upon the Fire ; and it has its Origin, without Doubt, from 
the barbarous Cuftom of eating the Prifoners, and thofe that 
were killed, after they had boiled them. They fay alfo in dirca 
Words, that they are goingtoeata Nation ; tofignify, that they will 
make a cruel War againft it ; and it feldom happens otherwife. 
When they would engage an Ally in a Quarrel, they fend him a 
Porcelain ; that is to fay, a great Shell, to invite him to di*ink the 
Blood, or (according to the Meaning of the Terms they ufe) the 
Broth of the Flelh of their Enemies. After all, this Cuftom 
may be very antient ; but it does not follow from hence, that 
thefe People were always Man-Eaters : It was perhaps, tu the 
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A Digrejftcn on 
the Porcelain^ or 
Venus Shells of 
Canada. 



pniTutive Times, only an allegorical Way of fpeakino-, fucht.. 
we often find even in the Scripture. The Enemies of David 
did not, as appears, make it a Caftom to eat the Flelh of thdr 
linemies, when he faid, P/xxvii.^. 2. When the Wicked, even 
mine Enemiet, came upon me to eat ub my Flejh. In after Times ccr 
tain Nations that were become favage and barbarous, fubilituted 
the Fafl in the Room of the Figure. 

I have faid that the Porcelain of thefe Countries are Shells • 
They are found on the Coalls of Nevi In,, 
land and Virginia : They are channel’d 
pretty long, a little pointed, without Au’ 
rides, and pretty thick. The Filli that is in- 

the Infide of the Shell is of fuch a fine VarnilhT and fuch lively 
Colours, that Art cannot come near it. When the Savages went 
quite naked, they applied them to the fame Ufe as our firll Pa- 
rents did the Fig Leaves, when they faw their Nakednefi, and 
were afiiamed of it. They hung them alfo about their Necks, 
as the poll preci^s 1 h.ng they had j and it is at this Day one 
u greateft Treafures, and fineft Ornaments. In a Word, 
they have the fame Idea of them, as we have of Gold, Silver, 
and precious Stones ; being fo much the more reafonable in this, 
as they need only in a Manner Hoop to obtain Treafures as real 
as our s, fince all depends upon Opinion. 

Cartier fpeaks in his Memoirs of a Kind of Shell fome- 
thing like thefe, which he found in the I fie of Montreal: He 
calls ^tE/urgni ; and aflerts, that it had the Virtue to Hop bleed- 
ing at the Nofe. Perhaps it is the fame with that we are fpeak- 

Montreal, and I never 

he^dthat thefe Shells had the Properties which C«r//Vr mentions, 
i hey are of two Sorts, or of two Colours ; one White, the 
Of the Strings Violet ; The firll is tlie moll common, 

and Necklaces of perhaps for this Reafon is lefs eflcemed . 

Porcelain, The fecond appears to be fomething of a finer 

^ , . . Grain when it is wrought. The deeper the 

r’ valuable it is. They make of both Sorts 

2inH I'r pierce them, .and firing themj 
that they make and Necklaces of Porcelain. 

but four or five Threads, or little 

Sin^^^ Diadems formed of the?e 

orfofr’ ‘=°"J?ned by Threads, which make aTexture 

donable Length VT ^ 

fairthev trpaf f ' Importance of the Af- 

NecklaL is prSentei°" Dignity of the Perfons to whom the 

By 
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By the Mixture of Beads of different Colours they form 
Vvhat Figures and Charafters they pleafe, which often ferve to 
exprefs the Affairs in Queftion. Sometimes alfo they paint 
the Beads ; at leaft it is certain they often fend red Necklaces, 
when it concerns War. Thefe Necklaces are preferved with Care, 
and they not only make a Part of the public Treafure, but they 
are alfo as it were Records and Annals ^hich are laid up in the 
Cabin of the Chief : When there are in one Village two Chiefs 
of equal Authority, they keep the Treafure and Records by 
Turns for a Night; but this Night at prefent is a whole 
Year. 

It is only Affairs of Confequence that are treated of by 
nr • rrr Necklaces ; for thofe of lefs Importance 
U/ their UJe, Strings of Porcelain, Skins, Cover- 

lets, Maiz, either in whole Grains or in Flour, and other 
fuch-like Things; for the public Treafure is a Receptacle for 
all thefe. When they invite a Village or a Nation to enter into 
a League, fometimes inflead of a Necklace they fend a Flag 
dipt in Blood ; but this Cuflom is modern, and it is very pro- 
bable that the Savages took the Notion from the Sight or the 
white Flags of the French^ and the red Flags of the Englijh. 
It is faid alfo that we made Ufe of thefe firft with them, and 
that they took a Fancy to dye their Flags in Blood when they 
intended to declare War. 

The Calumet is not lefs facred among thefe People than the 
n 1 Necklaces of Porcelain ; if you believe them, 

Uf theLaliimety derived from Heaven, for they fay it is 

and Its UJe, ^ Prefent which was made them by the Sun. 

It is more in Ufe with the Nations of the South and Weft, than 
thofe of the North and Eaft, and it is oftener ufed for Peace 
than for War. Cedumt is a Norman Word, which fignifies Reedy 
and the Calumet of the Savages is properly the Tube of a Pipe ; 
but they comprehend under this Name the Pipe alfo, as well as 
its Tube. In the Calumet made for Ceremony, the Tube is 
very long, the Bowl of the Pipe is commonly made of a Kind 
of reddifti Marble, very eafy to work, and which is found in 
the Country of the Ajeue% beyond the MiJpJJippi : The Tube is 
of a light Wood painted of different Colours, and adorned with 
the Heads, Tails, and Feathers of the fineft Birds, which is in 
all Appearance merely for Ornament. The Cuftom is to fmoke 
in the Calumet when you accept it, and perhaps there is no In- 
ftance where the Agreement has been violated which was made 
by this Acceptation. The Savages are at leaft perfuaded, that 
the Great Spirit would not leave fuch a Breach of Faith unpu- 
niflied: If in the midft of a Battle the Enemy prefents a Calu- 
met it. is allowable to refufe it, but if they receive it they muft 

inftantly 
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Calumets fOr everv 

Kind of Treaty. In 1 rade, when they have ao-reed l1n,^ 
Exchange, they prefcnt a Calumet to cMfirm it,^ which rende^' 

T.!h WL-, not on V tl: 

Cube, but the feathers alfo that adorn it, are red • Somp?- 
they are only fet on one Side; and they farthat 

iJ are dilfofed, they immedfate* 

lend TaSS '' that prefents it, and wLm theyi„. 

There is fcarce any Room to doubt but that the Sav.„-pc ■ 

pMeUS;r‘rG"ulra"tcS ttir^Tr"eat'^rt’ " 

a° Wow the Smoke towards tht PlIn^rBu/^tLt'f^^^ 
Pradice, and the common Ule of the Calumets one Ihould in 

S'. “Sri”! w“ii r iSSi 

n of Mercury, does not appear to me to he 

^eSSl’n ^h'r I- Relation to the Sun ; and 

that oives aiy Ro^mT- °I f ®''\es, we have found nothing 

Jedee Tth7r i: M ‘•‘"X Know- 

g.fh.™r. ,“ssx. irp"4,t: 

tr^du'^2?he UfeTf -t '^^''e for thefe Reafons in! 

t aucea the Ufe of it in their Councils, where in Fad thev have 
t^hvays the Pipe in their Mouths; and that after having 

ierfind 'f? R^‘'W“tion, they thought tTefcouSne- 
h^r anv Pled*!! ^ter to put a Seal to"^ their^ DeterLnations. 
them ^anthe rT*^^ capable of confirming the Execution of 
Eation, '?;Wch had fo much Share in their De- 

dam to /iv o'”* I you more Ample, Ma- 

ratural to rnarf ft ® could not find any Signs more 

Scfallv if S c 1 W fhe '■ame Pipe; 

X l draw from it, is offered to- a DeW 

therefore in Tot f a?^**^** to it. To fmoke in the fame Pipe 
the fame Cun a"i? , fame Thing as to drink in 

tions rLf A *’cen praOifed at all Times by many Na- 
tery in the£ Cuftoms which are too natural, to feek an/ MyC-i 

<lons, have norhinr,- and on important Occa- 

Motive of it wfofl ftould make us fearch far for the 

kavTa mutual rTE rt °”!f acquainted, and 

card fo™one LoSer A 'hemfelves to a certain Re- 

b o one another, chiefly on Qccafions of a publick Con- 
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corn ; or when they ftrive to gain the Good-will of thofe with 
whom they treat ; and from thence comes the Care they take to 
give more Ornament ta the Prefents they make. For the reft, 
they fay that the Calumet was .given by the Sun to the Pa?usf 
a Nation fettled upon the Borders of the MtJJouri^ and which ex- 
tends much towards Mexico, But thefe Savages have pro- 
bably done like many other People, they have pretended fomc- 
thing marvellous, to make a Cuftom efteemed, of which they 
were the Authors ; and all that we can conclude from this Tradi- 
tion is that the Panis were the moft antient Worlhippers of the 
Sun, or were more diftinguilhed in their Way of Worftiip of it, 
than the other Nations of this part of the Continent of Jmeri- 
cat and that they were the firft who thought of making the Ca- 
lumet a Symbol of Alliance. In fliort if the Calumet was in 
in its Inftitution, the Caduceus of Mercury, it would be employ- 
ed only for Peace, or for Trade ; but it is certain that it is ufed 
in Treaties which concern War. Thefe Reflexions, Madam, ap- 
peared neceflary to me, to give you a perfcdl Knowledge of what 
concerns the War of the Savages, which 1 lliall entertain you 
with in my Letters, till I have entirely exhaufted this Subject ; 
if they are Digreflions they are not quite foreign to my Subjed. 
Befldes, a Traveller endeavours to place in the bell Order he 
can, whatever he learns on his Route. 

1 amy Sec* 



LETTER XIII, 

A Deferipiion of the Country from Famine fo the Ri^er ^ Sa- 

bles. Motives of the Wars of the Salvages, Departure of the War* 
riorst and nxjhat preceeds their Departure. Their Farewell. Their 
Arms Offenfe^e and Defenfi^e. The Care they take to carry nsjith 
them their TutelarDeities. Particulars of the Country up to 
Niagara. 

Madam, River of, Sables, 19, 

I AM again detained here by a contrary Wind, • which arofc 
the Moment that we were in the faireft W”ay to proceed. It 
alfo furprifed us fo fuddenly, that we Ihould have been in a bad 
Condition if we had not very luckily met with this little River 
to Ihelter.us. You mull allow. Madam, that there are many 
Difficulties and Inconveniencies to get over in a Journey like 
this. It is very melancholy to travel fometimes two hundred 
Leagues without finding a Houfe, -or meeting a Man ; not to be 

able 
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able to ventare a Traverfe of about two or three Leagues 
to fave going twenty, without endangering' one’s Life T 
the Caprice of the Winds ; to be detained, as it fomefmes 
happens, whole Weeks on a Point or on a barren Shore, where 
.you muft remain under a Canoe or under a Tent - If 
the Wind is high, you muft feek Shelter in a Wood, where 

Wiled by the Fall of a 
Tree. One might fhun fome of thefe Inconveniencies by build- 
ing Barks, to lad up the Lakes, but to do this' the Trade ought 
to be of more Worth. ® 

We are here upon the Edge of the /roquois Cantons : We em- 
Defeription of t^ttked Yellerday early in the Morning, in 
the Coajl. <>" 0 ^ Weather in the World j there was 

(-1 r ^ Lake was as 

fmooth as Glaf^ About nine or ten ©’Clock w-e palTed the Mouth 
ot the KvftrOnnonfague, which appears to me about feventy 
Yards wide. The Lands are fomewhat low, but very well wood- 
Rivers which water the 1 ,-oquoie Cantons flow 

Si V ^ Gannentaha, on the 

Borderof which there are fome Salt Springs. About half an Hour 
a ter eleven o Clock, a little Wind from the North Eaft made os 
ftt up our Sail, md in a few Hours carried us to the Bay of 
Goyoromns, which is ten Leagues from Omtmtague. All the Coaft 
in this Space is varied with Marlhes and high Lands, fomething 
fandy, and covered with very line Trees, erpecially Oak, which 
feem as if they had been planted by the Hand. 

viment Wind from the Land, which came upon us near the 
oi Goyogomm, obliged us to take Shelter in it. It is one of the 
• ^ ^ Peninfula well wooded advances 

in the Middle, and forms a Kind of Theatre. On the left 
Of the Entrance, we perceived a little Illand, which hides 
1 'ntrance of a River by which the Gqyogouins defeend into 
j ^ 1 Wind did not laft, we purfued our Couife, 

'"f U Leagues more. This Morning we 

T A ^ before the Riling of the Sun, and we made five or fix 
J-eagues. I know not how long the North Weft Wind will keep 

w u” o ^ I ftiall refume my Account of the 

Wars of the Savages where I broke off. 

t e om happens, Madam, that thefe Barbarians refufe to 
Motives m)hich ^ War, when they are invited to 

engage the ^a-v ages their Allies. They have no Need in 

to make JVar» general of Invitation to take up Arms ; the 
*1 . Motive or Trifle, even nothing, often 

W old r efpecially: They have^ always 

heals thef<» revenge, for Time never in them 

r 5 of Wounds, how light foever they may be. 

So 
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So that there is no depending upon Peace being folidly eft^lift- 
ed between two Nations which have been Enemies a ong Time. 
On the other Hand, the Defire of fupplying the Place of the 
Dead by Prifoners, or of appeafing their Spirits, the Whim of 
a private Perfon, a Dream that he explains his own Way, and 
otfer Reafons or Pretences as frivolous, ^e the Caufcs hat we 
often fee a Troop of Adventurers fet out for War, who thought 

*’^It?s^ml Ihat^heSlutk Expeditions, without the Confent of 
the Council, are commonly of no great Confequence, and as 
they require no great Preparations, little Notice is taken of 
them: and generally fpeaking, they are not much difplcafed to 
fee the young People thus exercife themfelves, and they inufi; 
have very good Reafons who would oppofe it. Authoruy is fel- 
dom employed for this Purpofe, becaule every one is Mafter of 
his own Conduft. But they endeavour to intimidate fome by 
falfe Reports, which they give out ; they folicit others un- 
der hand! they engage the Chiefs by Prefents to break the Par- 
ty, which is very eafy ; for to this 

a true Dream or a feigned one. In fome Nations t - 

fource is to apply to the Matrons, and this is almoft always ef- 
feftual ; but they never have Recourfe to this but when the Af- 

fair is of great Confequence. ^ ^ i j j 

A War which concerns all the Nation is not concluded on fo 
eafily : They weigh with a great deal of 
rheManmrho^ Thought the Inconveniencies and the Ad- 
a War is re/olved vantages of it; and whiia they deliberate, 
jire extremely careful to avoid every 
Thing that would give the Enemy the lead Caufe to fufpe^ that 
Sy mtend to breal with them. War being refoWed on. they 
direaiy confider of the Provifions and the 
Warriors, and this does not require much Time. The JJanccs, 
Songs, Feafts, and fome fuperftitious Ceremonies, which vary 
mucli, according to the different Nations require 

He who is to command does not think of raifing Soldiers till 
he has faded feveral Days, during whiM he 
The Prepara- Oneared with black, has fcarce any Con- 
tions of the Chief, ^g^pation with any one, invokes Day and 
Night his tutelar Spirit, and above all, is very careful to obferve 
hisl)ream5. Being fully perfuaded, according to theprefumptuous 
Nature of thefe Savages, that he is going to 
he feldom fails of having Dreams according to 
Fall being over, he afTcmbles his Friends, and with a Collar of 
Beads in his Hand, he fpeaks to them in thefe Terms, M> 
“ Brethren, the Great Spirit authorifes Sentiments, and in- 

« fpires me with what I ought to do : The Blood of fu-h a 
i one 
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one is not wiped away, his Body is not covered, and I will 
“ acquit myfelf of this Duty towards him.** He declares alfo 
the other Motives which make him take Arms. Then he adds/ 
I am therefore refoved to go to fuch a Place, to pull ofF 
“ Scalps, or to make Prifoners ; or elfe I will eat fuch or fuch a 
“ Nation. If I perifh in this glorious Enterprize, or if any of 
“ thofe who will accompany me flioald lofe their Lives, this 
Collar fhall ferve to receive us, that we may not continue to 
“ lie in the Dull, or in the Dirt.’* By which is meant, probably, 
that it lhall belong to him who lhall take Care to bury the dead! 
In pronouncing thefe laft Words, he lays the Collar on the 
Ground, and he who takes it up, declareshimfelf by doingithis 
Lieutenant: Then he thanks him for the Zeal he fliews to re- 
venge his Brother, or to fupport the Honour of his Nation. Af- 
terwards they heat Water, they walh the Face of the: Chief, they 
fet his Hair in Order, greafe it, and paint it. They alfo paint 
his Face with various Colours, and put on his finell Robe. Thus 
adorned, he fings in a low Tone the Song of Death ; his Soldiers, 
i/?at is to fayy all who have offered to accompany him, (for no 
Perfon is conftrained to go) then fing out with a loud Voice, 
one after another, their War-Song ; for every Man has his own) 
which no other is allowed to fing. There are fome alfo peculiar 
10 each Family. 

After this Preliminary,^ which paffeS in a remote Place, and 

TheDeliicration ^ the Chief goes to communi- 

cf the Council. S®,*® Projeft to the Council, which con- 
. fults upon It without ever admitting to this 

Confultation, the Author of the Enterprize. As foomashis 
Projeft is accepted, he makes a Feaft, of which the chief, and 
iometimes the only Dilh, mull be a Dog. Some pretend that 
this Animal is offered to the God of War before it is put into 
the Kettle, and perhaps this is the Cuftom among fome Na- 
^ inform you here. Madam, that what I 
lhall fay to you on this Article, I do not warrant to be the ge- 
neral Cuftom among all the Nations. But it appears certain, 
that on the Occafion now mentioned, they make a great mJny 
Invocations to all the Spirits good and evil, and above all to the 
(/od of War. 



All this lafts many Days, or rather is repeated many Days 
T/je?Aea/ures they ti»er : h nd though all the People feem en- 
take to get Pri- cniployed in thefe Feafts, each Family 

/oners. Meafures to have its Share of the 

• u . T .V P‘*ioners that lhall be made, in order to re- 

‘l>eir Slain. With this View 
they make Prefents to the Chief, who, on his Side, gives his 
Word and Pledges. In Cafe of Want-of Prifoners they a& Scalps, 

and 
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and this is eafier to obtain. In fome Places, as among ^ 
guois. as foon as a military Expedition is 

Lthe Fire the Kettle of War, and they dedare 

Allies to bring fomething for ip :f 

that they approve the Undertaking, and will go in . ^ 

All thofe who engage themfelves, give to_th 
Sign of their Engagement, a Bit ot Wood, wi 
Whoever, after this, Ihould go back from his , 

a Rifque of his Life, at leaft he won d be 
The P\rty being formed, the War Chief prepares a new^e?^^ 
to which all the Village muft be invited; and before any in g 
is touched, he fays, or an Orator for him, and in his 

thren, I know that I am not yet a Man, but y > 

«« verthelefs, that I have feen the Enemy near enough. We na^^ 

“ been (lain, the Bones of fuch and fuch a one re mam y 
f ‘ vered, they cry out againft us, we mufl fatisfy them . V 
“ Men; how could we forget them fo foon, and remn^ftirin 
» quiet upon our Mats? In Ihort, the Spirit that ‘"terefted in 

my Glory has infpired me to revenge them. Young . 

.. Courage, drefs your Hair, paint your Faces, fill your gvers, 

“ and make our Forefts echo with your Songs of War, let us re 
.. lieve the Cares of our dead, and inform them that they are 

'• .1. Appiaufa “-IS 

^ . _ follow it, the Chief advances into tbe midi 

Songs Dan- Affembly with his Frgb«ug-'-“, 

ces, and the Feajls j^gad-breaker in his Hand, and ficgs ; all nis 
of the Warriors, Soldiers anfwer him fmging, and fwear to 
fuppoft him well, or to die in the Attempt All ^ ac, 
companied with very exprelTive Geftures, to make one un 
Z^they will not fly from the Enemy. But it is to be remarked, 
that no Lldier drops any Expreflion that denotes the 
nendence They only promife to aft with a great deal of Union 
□ Ha^ony^On^Ee other Hand, the Engagement they 
Uke. require! great Returns from the Chiefs. 
every Time that in the public Dances, a Savage, ftriking 
Hatchet upon a Poll fet" up on Purpofe puts the 
Mind of his brave Aaions, as it always happens, the Chief un- 
der whofe Condua he performed them, is obliged to make 
him a Prefent; at leaft this is the Cuftom among feme Na- 

‘‘The Songs are followed bv Dances: Sometimes it is only wak- 
ing with aproud Step, but keeping Time, 
q'he Notion thefe other Times they have pretty lively Mo- 
People hanje of reprefenting the Operations of a Cam- 

Courage. paign, and always keeping Time. At length 

the Feaft puts an End to the Ceremony, The Y'ar-Chief is on^' 
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^ Speflator of it, with a Pipe in his Mouth : It is the fame 
Thiiig^ commonly in all their Feafts of Preparation, that he 
who gives them, touches nothing. The following Days, and 
till the Departure of the Warriors, there paffes many Thinw 
which are not worth Notice, and which are not conftantly prac- 
tifed. But I mull not forget a Cullom which is fingular enough, 
and which the Iroquois never difpenfe with : It appears to have 
been invented to difcover thofe who have Senfe, and know how 
to be Mailers of themfelves ; for thefe People whom we treat 
as Barbarians, cannot conceive that any Man can have true 
Courage if he is not Mailer of his PalTions, and if he cannot 
bear the highell Provocations : This is their Way of pro- 
ceeding. ^ 

The oldell of the Military Troop affront the young People 
TheTrial ’Which in/he moll injurious Manner they chn think 
they make of their . «5>ecially thofe who have never yet feen 
iVarriors. = They throw hot Coals upon 

their Heads, they make them the lharpell Re- 
proaches, they load them with the moft injurious Expreflions, and 
carry this Game to the greateft Extremities. This muft be en. 
dured with a perfed Infenfibility : Tolhewon thefe Occafions the 
leall Sign of Impatience, would be enough to be judged unworthy 
of bearing Arms for ever. But when it is pradifed by People of 
the fame Age, as it often happens, the Aggreflbr muft be well 
aflured that he has nothing to account for himfelf, otherwife 
when the Game is done, he would be obliged to make Amends 
for the Infult by a Prefent : I fay, when the Game is done ; for 
all the Time it lafts, they muft fuffer every Thing without being 
angry, though the Joke is often carried fo far as to throw Fire- 
brands at their Heads, and to give them great Blows with a 
Cudgel. 

As the Hope of being cured of their Wounds, if they have the 
The Precautinn, j^fortunc to receive any, does not contri- 
for the ’wounded. a little to engage the braveft to expofe 

themfelves to the greateft Dangers, after 
what I have related, they prepare Drugs, about which their 
Jugglers are employed. I lhall tell you another Time what Sort 
of People thefe Jugglers are. All the Village being alfembled, 
one of thefe Quacks declares that he is going to communicate 
to the Roots and Plants, of which he has made a good Provi- 
fion, the Virtue of healing all Sorts of Wounds, and even of re- 
ftoring Life to the dead. Immediately he begins to ling, o* 
Jugglers anfwcr him ; and they fuppofe that during the 
Concert, which you may imagine is not very harmonious, and 
Which IS accompanied with many Grimaces of the Aiftors, the 
healing V irtue is communicated to the Drugs, The principal 

Jugglw 
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Cufioms of the 
Miamis to pre- 
pare themfelves for 
War. 



luccler proves them afterwards : He begins^by making his Lips 
ble^d, he applies his Remedy; the Blood, which the Impoftor 
takes Care to fuck in dexteroufly, ceafes to run, and they cry 
out a Miracle ! After this he takes a dead Animal, he giv^ 
the Company Time enough to be well alTured that he is 
then by the Means of a Pipe which he has thruit under the Tail, 
he caufes it to move, in blowing fome Herbs into its 
their Cries of Admiration are redoubled. Laftly, all the Troop 
of lugglers go round the Cabins finging the Virtue of their Me- 
dicines. Thefe Artifices at the Bottom do not impofe on any 
one ; but they amufe the Multitude, and Cuftom muft be foU 

There is another Cuflom peculiar to the Miamis, and perhaps 
. , to fome Nations in the Neighbourhood of 
Some particular I had thefe Particulars from a French-^ 

man, who was a Witnefs of them. After a 
folemn Feaft, they placed, faid he, on a Kind 
of Altar, fome Pagods made with Bear Skin?, 
the Heads of which were painted green. Ail 
the Savages pafTed this Altar bowing their Knees, and the Jug- 
glers lead the Van, holding in their Hands a Sack which con- 
tained all the Things which they ufe in their Conjurations- 
They all flrove to exceed each other in their Contorhons, and 
as any one diflinguifhed himfelf in this Way, they applauded 
him with great Shouts. When they had thus paid their firil 
Homage to the Idol, all the People danced in much Confufion, 
to the Sound of a Drum and a Chichicoue ; and during this Time 
the Jugglers made a Shew of bewitching fome of the Savages, who 
feemed ready to expire ; Then putting a certain Powder upon 
their Lips, they made them recover. When this Farce had 
lafted fome Time, he who prefided at the Feaft, having at his 
Sides two Men and two Women, run through all die Cabins to 
give the Savages Notice that the Sacrifices were going to begin* 
When he met any one in his Way, he put^ Doth his Hands 
on his Head, and the Perfon met embraced his Knees. The Vic- 
tims were to be Do?s, and one heard on every Side the Cries 
of thefe Animals, wliofe Throats they cut ; and the Savages, 
who howled with all their Strength, feemed to imitate their Cries. 
As foon as the Flelh was dreffed, they offered it to the Idols ; 
then they eat it, and burnt the Bones. All this while the Juggles 
never ceafed railing the pretended dead, and the whole ended by 
the Diilribution that was made to thefe (^acks, of whatever waf 
found moll to their Liking in all the ^Village. 
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from the Time that the Refolution is taken to make W’ar 
A Description of tm.the Departure of the Warriors they fing 
, y their War-Sonps everv NiP-ht ? Hot,. 

Kacquets for 



the 

nvalking upon the 
Snoav; and of the 
Sledges for carry- 
ing the Baggage. 



their War- Songs every Night : The Days 
are palTed in making Preparations, They 
depute fome W arriors to go to fing the War- 
Song amongil their Neighbours and Allies, 
whom they engage beforehand by fecret Nc- 
gociations. If they are to go by Water, they 
build, oj repair their Canoes : If it is Winter they furnifh them- 
felves with Snow Shoes and Sledges, The Raquets which they 
moll: have to walk on the Snow are about tiiree Feet long, and 
about fifteen or fixtecn Inches in their greateft Breadth. Their 
Shape is oval, excepting the End behind, which terminates in a 
Point; little Sticks placed acrofs at five or fix Inches from each 
End, ferve to ftrengthen them, and the Piece which is before is 
in the Shape of a Bow, where the Foot is fixed, and tied with 
Leather Thongs. The Binding of the Ratjuet is made of Slipsof 
Leather about a fixth Part of an Inch wide, and the Circumference 
is of light Wood hardened by Fire. To walk well withthefe Ra- 
quets, they muftturn their Knees a little inw'ards, and keep their 
Legs wide afunder. It is fome Trouble to accuftom ones feJf 
to it, but when one is ufed to it, one v/alks with as much Eafe 
and as little Fatigue as if one had nothing on ones Feet. It is 
not poflible to ufe the Raquets with our common Shoes, we 
piufl take thole of the Savages, which arc a Kind of Socks, made 
of Skins dried in the Smoke, folded over at the End of the Foot, 
and tied with Strings. The Sledges which ferve to carry the 
Cafe of Need the fjck and wounded, are twolit- 
flo Boards, very thin, about half a Foot broad each Board, and fix 
or feven Feet long. The fore Part is a little bent upwards, and the 
Sides are bordered by little Bands, to which they fallen Straps 
Jo bind what is upon the Sledge, However loaded thefe Car- 
riages may be, a Savage can draw them with Eafe by the Help 
of a long Band of Leather, which he puts over his Bread, and 
which they call Collars. They draw Burdens this Way, and the 
Mothers ufe them to carry Children with their Cradles, but 
jhen it is over their Foreheads that the Band is fixed. 

AH 1 hings being ready, and the Day of Departure being come, 
T'hc Fare^ll of Leave with great Demonflra- 

ef the Warriors/ Tendernefs. Every Body de- 

. Ijres fomething that has been ufed by the 

Warriors, and in Return give them fome Pledges of their Friend- 
ship, and AlTurances of a perpetual Remembrance. They fcarce 
enter any Cabin, but they take away their Robe to give them a 
r LafHy, they all meet at the Cabin 

o the Chjef ; They find him armed as he was the firft Day he 

ipohe 
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Ipoke to them; and as he always appeared in publick from 
that Day. They then paint their Faces, every one according 
to his own Fancy, and all of them in a very frightful Manner. 
The Chief makes them a fhort Speech ; then he comes out of 
his Cabin, finging his Song of Death : They all follow hipi in a 
Line, keeping a profound Silence, and they do the fame every 
Morning when they renew their March. Here the Women go 
before with the Provifions ; and when the Warriors come up with 
them, they give them their Clothes, and remain aimod naked, at 
leaft as much as the Seafon will permit. 

Formerly the Arms of thefe People were Bows and Arrows^, 

. . and a Kind of Javelin ; which, as well as 

Of their Arms y Arrows, was armed with a Po^nt of 

ejfcnfi^eand defen^ Bone wrought in different Shapes, Befides 
this, they had what they call the Head- 
breaker : This is a little Club of very hard Wood, the Head of 
which is round, and has one Side with an Edge to cut. Tha 
greateft Part have no defenlive Arms ; but when they attack an 
Intrcnchment, they cover their whole Body with little light 
Boards : Some have a Sort of Cuirafs made of Rulhes, or fmall 
pliable Sticks, pretty well wrought : They had alfo Defences 
for their Arms and "Thighs of the fame Matter. But as tliis 
Armour was not found to be Proof againft Fire Arms, they have 
left it off, and ufe nothing in its Stead; The Weikrn Savages 
always make Ufe of Bucklers of Bulls Hides, v/hich are veri^ 
light, and which a Mufket^-Ball will not pierce. It is fomething 
furprifing that the other Nations do not ufe them. 

W^’hen they make Ufe of our Swords, which is very feldom, 
they ufe thein like Spontoons ; but when they can get Guns^ 
and Powder, and Ball, they lay afide their Bows and Arrows, and 
fnoot very well. We have often had Reafon to repent of letting 
them have any Fire Arms ; but it was not we who firll: did it : 
The irequois havdng got fome of the Dutch^ then in Poffeflion of 
Nenx) Torky we w^ e under a Neceflity of giving the fame to our 
Allies. Thefe Ravages have a Kind of Enfigns to know one 
another, and to rally by : Thefe are little Pieces of Bark cut 

round, which they put on the Top of a Pole, and on which they 
have traced the Mark of their Nation, and of their Village. If 
the Party is numerous, each Family or Tribe has its Enfign with 
its dillinguiftiing Mark : Their Arms are alfo diftinguidicd with 
different Figures, and fometimes with a particular Mark of the 
Chief. 

But what the Savages would ftill lefs forget than their Arms, 
^ ^ and which they have the greated Care about 

Of ye ait capable of, are their Manitous, I 

/ ^ fpeak of them mere largely in another 

ibui DtiUes. Place ; It fuffees to lay here, diar they arc 
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the Symbols under which every one reprefents his familiar Spl. 
lit. They put them into a Sack, painted of various Colours* 
and often, to do Honour to the Chief, they place thisr Sack in the 
fore Part of his Canoe. If there are too many Mamous to be 
contained in one Sack, they diftribute them into feveral, which 
are entruded to the Keeping of the Lieutenant and the Elders 
of each Family : They put with thefe the Prefents which 
have been made to have Prifoners, with the Tongues of all 
the Animals they have killed during the Campaign, and of 
which they mull make a Sacrifice to the Spirits at their Return. 

In their Marches by Land, the Chief carries his Sack himfelf, 
which he calls his Mat ; but he may eafe himfelf of this Bur- 
then, by giving it to any one he chufes ; and he need not fear 
that any Perfon Ihould refufe to relieve him, becaufe this carries 
with it a Mark of Diftinaion. This is, as it were, a Right of 
Reverfion to the Command, in Cafe the Chief and his Lieute- 
aant Ihould die during the Campaign. 

But whilft I am writing to you. Madam, I am arrived in the 
River of Niagara, where I am going to find good Company, and 
where I lhall day fome Days. I departed from the River of Sa- 
ties the 2 id, before Sun-rife ; but the Wind continuing againfl 
us, we were obliged at Ten o’Clock to enter the Bay of the 
Tfinnonthouans, Half Way from the River of Sables to this Bay, 
there is a little River, which I would not have failed to have vi- 
fited, if I had been fooner informed of its Singularity, and of 
what I have jud now learnt on my arriving here. 

They call this River Cafconchiagon : It is very narrow, and of 
Of the Ri^ver £>epth at its Entrance into the Lake. 

of Cafconchia. ^ higher, it is one hundred and forty 
Yards wide, and they fay it is deep enough 
f ' for the larged Vedels. Two Leagues from 

its Mouth, we are dopped by a Fall which appears to be fixty 
Feet high, and one hundred and forty Yards wide. A Mulket 
Shot higher, we find a fecond of the fame yidth, but not fo 
high by two thirds. Half a League further, a third, one hun- 
dred Feet high, good Meafure, and two hundred Yards wide. 
After this, we meet with feveral Torrents ; and after having 
failed fifty Leagues further, we perceive a fourth Fall, every 
W^ equal to the third. The Courfe of this River is one hun- 
dred Leases; and when we have gone up it about fixty Leagues, 
we have But ten to go by Land, taking to the Right, to arrive at 
the^ Ohio, called La belle Riviere : The Place where vve meet with 
It, is called Ganos ; where an Officer worthy of Credit (a), and 

fa) M. de jencaire, at prefent a Captain in the Troops of New France. 
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th« fame from whom I learnt what I have juii now mentioned, 
alTured me that he had Teen a Fountain,, the Water of which is 
like Oil, and has the Tafte of Iron. He f^d alfo, thax a little 
further there is another Fountain exa<^ly like it, and that the 
§avagesraake Ufeof its Water to appeafe ail Manner of Pains. 
I'he Bay of the ^/onnontJ?ouans is a charming Place : A pretty 
T\ r ' • r River winds here between two fine Meadows, 

A Defa-iption of bordered with little Hills, between which we 
Bay of the difeover Vallies which ^extend a. great Way, 
Tfonnonthouans. whole forms the finell: Profped in 

the World, bounded by a great Foreft of high Trees ; but the 
Soil appears to me to be fomething light and Tandy. 

We continued our Courfe at half an Hour pail One, and we 
failed till Ten o*Clock auNight. We intended to go into a 
little River which they called La Riviere aux Boeufs, ( Ox River ) ; 
but we found the Entrance fhut up by Sands, which often happens 
to the little Rivers which run into the Lakes, becaufe they 
bring down with them much Sand ; and when the Wind comes 
from the Lakes^ thefe Sands are Hopped by the Waves, and form 
by Degrees a Bank fo high and fo llrong, that thefe Rivers can- 
not break through it, unlefs it be when their Waters are fwelled 
by the melting of the Snow. • ^ 

I was therefore obliged to pafs the reft of the Night in my 
Canoe, where 1 was forced to endure a pretty 
Of the River Froft. Indeed one could fcarcely here 

Niagara. perceive the Shrubs begin to bud ; All the 

Trees were as bare as in the Midft of Winter. VVe departed from 
thence at half an Hour paft Three in the Morning, the 22 d, be- 
ing AfeenfioH-Dayy and I went to fay Mafs at Nine o’ Clock m 
what they call le -Grand M^arais, (the great Marjh)* This is a 
Bav much like that of the TfonnentJ^uansy but the Land here ap- 
peared to me not to be fo good. Al>out Two in the Afternoon we 
entered into the River Niagara, formed by the great Fall which 
I (hall mention prefently ; or rather, it is the River St. Laui-ence, 
which comes out of the Lake Erie, and pafics through the Lake 
Ontario, after a Streight of fourteen Leagues.^ They call it the 
River of Niagara from the Fall, and this Space is about 11 x 
Leagues. We go South at the Entrance. When we have made three 
Leagues, we find upon the Left Hand fome Cabins of Iroquois 
rfonnontJoouans, and fome Mijffaguex, as at Catarocoui. The Sieur 
foncairc, a Lieutenant in our Troops, has alfo a Cabin here, to 
which they give before-hand the Name of Fort (a) 
fay that in Time it will be changed into areal Fortrefs. 

(a) The Fort has been built fmee at the Entrance of the River A'a^tra, 
on the Cime Side, and exafUy in the Place where M. Je Dentn-vMk had biult 
one, which did not fubfift a long Time. There is alfo here the Beginnings 
of a Village, 

U I found 
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I found here feveral Officers, who muft return in a few Diy, 

*his Letter, that I may fend 
it by this Opportunity As for myfelf, I forefee I fhall htfc 
Time enough after their Departure to write you another and lU 
Place itfelf will furnilh me with enough to fill it with ,w 
..iKh I lhall 1 ,„„ f„.h„ ft„„ u.. I h.» 

/ amy &c. 



letter XIV. 

matpajfj between the Tfonnonthouans and the Englifh, on the Ot. 
eafion of our Settlement at Niagara. The Fire-Dance : A Stm 
on this Occafmn. A Defcription of the Fall of Niagara. ^ 

Pall OF Niagara, i% 26. 
Have already had the Honour to inform you that we have 
here a Projedt of a Settlement. To underftand well the Oc! 

the Treaty of 

of thp ^ Right to the Sovereignty 

of all the Country of thO Iroquois, and of Confequence toLw 
no Bounds on that Side but tie Lake I^evSeTefs k 

7ocn beTl"- Preten&ons took Place, it worid 

lTof th7?T\ rT^° fettle themfelvesftrongly b the Cen- 
It was their Trade entirely. 

And infringement of the Treaty : 

a pice whir^ftr® u r fr®‘ outfelves m 

Lakeriid wf°“ Communication of the 

riement IhJ r had no Power to oppofe our Set- 

^ement. The Commiffion for this Purpofe was gwcn to M. Je 

?%Z!tI - Prifoner in^ his Youtl amongft Ihe 

f& 7ht nZ' gained fo much the Favour of thefe Saiges, 
Wars which ^ j greateft Heat of the 

honourably 'he h^'^^ againft them, in which he ferved very 
tion. “ ^ ^ enjoyed the Privileges of his Adop- 

cutfo'/^"the¥c*A-^T‘^'^ received his Orders for the Execu- 
thouans and atTemM . 1 ^ haw mentioned, he went to the Tfonmn- 
that he had no *of ’ ^nd after having aEured them 

Jiis Brethren hp ^ ^ l than to live among 

when he wanted to . ^ he might retire 

wanted to enjoy his Liberty. They replied, that they had 

ii«ver 
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never ceafcd to look upon him as one of their Children ; that 
he might live in any Place, and that he might chufe the Place 
that he judged mod convenient. He required no more : He 
came diredlly here, fixed upon a Spot by the Side of the River 
that terminates the Canton of the Tfonnonthouansy and built a Ca- 
bin upon it. The News was foon carried to Torkj and 
caufed there fo much the more Jealoufy, as the Englijh had never 
been able to obtain in any of the Iroquois Cantons what was now 
granted to the Sieur Joncaire, 

They complained in a haughty Manner, and their Complaints 
rrt -n vn. wcrc fupported by Prefents, which brought 
The Englilh op^ other four Cantons into their Intercil : 
pofe this Settlement this fignified nothing, becaufe the /r«- 

•without EffeSl, Cantons are independent of each other, 

and very jealous of this Independence : It was therefore ne- 
cefTary to gain the Tfonnonthouansy and the EngHjh left no Means 
untried for this Purpofe ; but they foon perceived that they 
fhould never fucceed in diflodging M. de Joncaire from Niagara. 
Then they reduced their Terms to this Requeft, that at lead they 
might be permitted to have a Cabin in the fame Place. “ Our 
Land is in Peace, (faid the Tfonnonthouans to them) the French 
and you cannot live together without didurbing it : Fur- 
thermore, (added they) it is of no Confequence that M. dejon^ 
caire dwells here ; he is a Child of the Nation ; he enjoys 
his Right, and we have no Right to deprive him of it.” 

We mud allow. Madam, that there is fcarce any Thing but a 
_ - . . . Zeal for the public Good that can engage 

U^criptton of Officer to live in a Country like this. It 

phe Country of impoffible to fee one more favage and 

frightful. On one Side we fee under our 
Feet, and as it were in the Bottom of an Abyfs, a great River 
indeed ; but which, in this Pla^e, refembles more a Torrent by 
its Rapidity, and by the Whirlpools which a thoufand Rock^ 
make in it, through which if has much Difficulty to find a Paf- 
fage, and by the Fo^m with which it is always covered. On 
the other Side, the View is covered by three Mountains fet one 
upon another, the iad of which lofes itfelf in the Clouds ; and 
the Poets might well have faid, that it was in this Place the Ti- 
tans would have fcaled Heaven. ^ In Ihort, which Way foeyer 
you turn your Eyes, you do not difcover any Thing but whatin- 
fpires a fecret Horror. 

It is true that we need not go far to fee a great Change. 
Behind thefe wild and uninhabitable Mountains we fee a rich 
Soil, magnificent Foreds, pleafant and fruitful Hills : W« 
breathe a pure Air, and enjoy a temperate Climtete, between two 

y 2 Lakes, 
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i^^Compafs^^^^ ** hundred and fifty League, 

It appears to me, that if we had had the Precaution to hav, 
fecured ourfelves early by a good Fortrefs, and by a moderate 
peopling of a Poll of this Importance, all the Forces of the 
and the joined together, would not be capable at 
this Time of driving us out of it, and that we Ihould L our 

and to hinder the 

greatelt i art of the Savages from carrying their Peltry to the 
lecond, as they do with Impunity every Day. 

The Company which I found here with M. de Joncaire 
compofed of the Baron de Lof.gtuil, the King’s Ideuten^t « 
Montreal and the Marquis de Ca^agnal, Son of the Marquis" 
l^udremU the prefent Governor General of France, Ind of 
M.d, SennezM, Captain, and the Sieur de la Chauvignerie, En- 
%n, and the King s Interpreter for the Iroquois Language. Thcfe 
negociate an Accommodation with the 
Canton of Onnontague, and had Orders to vifit the Settlement of 
. de Joncaire, with which they were very well fatisfied. The 
rene them the Promife they had made to fup- 
ffr r'"\ This was done in a Council ; where M. de JoncaiL 
FreJ^r^ been told, fpoke with all the Senfeof the moll fenfible 
Frenchman, and with the moll fublime Iroquois Eloquence. 

The Night before their Departure, that is to fay, the 24th, a. 
A De/cription of gave us an Entertainment which is 

the Fire-Dance. jon^ething lingular. He was quite naked when 
Qnv r entered the Cabin 

^ ^ Fire lighted, near which a Man beat 

wit^nf ^ F>nim : Another Ihook, 

without ceafing his Chtchtkoue, and fung alfo. This lalled two 

‘ired of it j for they faid always the 
T . J '■^‘Fer they formed Sounds that were but half 
the yanf ion. We begged of the Mallerof 

Reh^A, an End to this Prelude, and it was with much 

Keludlance he gave us this Mark of his Complaifance. Then 
e few appear five or fix Women ; who placing themfelves Side 

w rh le°"a "^"y®^- tLy could to each Other, 
withnnf K hanging dowm, fung and danced, that is to fay, 

made fome Steps in Cadence, 
contfn^ forward and fometimes backward. When they had 
Ffee a Quarter of an Hour, they putodtthe 

nothin^Y^, ^ T and then w'e faw 

and a Savage, who had in his Mouth a lighted Coal, 

nd who danced. The Symphony of the Drum and the Chichi- 

kout 

^ ^ The Lake £/ U is three hundred Leagues in Compafs’ 
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ioue ftill continued. The Women renewed frop Time to Tima 
their Dances and their Song;. The S.wage danced all the Time; 
but as he was only to be diftinguiflied by the faint Gloom of the 
lighted Coal which he had in his Mouth, he appeared like a 
Speare, and made a horrible Sight. This Mixture of Dances, 
Songs, Inftrnments, and the Fire of the Coal which ftill kept 
lighted, had fomething odd and favage, which amnfed us for 
half an Hour ; after which we went out of the Cabin, but the 
Sport continued till Day-light. And this is all. Madam, that I 
have feen of the Fire-Dance. I could never learn what palfed 
the reft of the Night. The Mufick, which I heard ftill feme 
Time, was more tolerable at a Diftance than near. The Con- 
trail of the Voices of the Men and Women, at a certain Di- 
ftance, had an Effeft that was pretty enough ; and one may fay, 
that if the Women Savages had a good Manner of finging, it 
would be a Pleafure to hear them fmg. , , , , 

I had a great Defire to know how a Man could hold a lighted 
Coal fo long in his Mouth, without burning 
A Story on this without its being extinguilhed ; but 

Suhjeel. jQi jhat I could learn of it was, that the Sa- 

vages know a Plant which fecures the Part that is rubbed with 
it from being burnt, and that they would never communicate 
the Knowledge of it to the Europeans. We know that Garlick 
and Onions will produce the fame Eftea, but then it is only for a 
ftiortTime (a). On the other Hand, how could this Coal conti- 
nue fo long on Fire i However this may be, I remember to have 
read in the Letters of one of our antient Miflionaries of Canada 
fomething like this, and which he had from another MilSonary 
who was a Witnefs thereof. This laft Iheived him one Day a 
Stone, which a juggler Kid thrown into the Fire in his Prefence, 
and left it there till it was thoroughly heated ; after which, 
growing, as it were furious, he took it between his Teeth, and 
carrying it all the Way thus, he went to fee a fick Perfon, whi- 
ther the Miflionary followed him. Upon entering the Cabin, he 
threw the Stone upon the Ground; and the Miflionary having 
taken it up, he found printed in it the Marks of the Teeth of 
the Savage, in whofe Mouth he perceived no Marks of Burning. 
The Miffionary does not fay what the Jupler did afterwards 

for the Relief of the fick Perfon. The following is a Faftof 

the fame Kind, which comes from the fame Source, and d 
which you may make what Judgment you pleafe. 



(a) They fay that the Leaf of the Plant of the Aneniony of Canaia, 
(hough of a cauftick Nature in iifclf, has this Virtue. 
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A Huron Woman, after a Dream, real or imaginary, was tab. 
Another A'emark^ a fwimming of the Head, and almoft a 

ill”'’ 

which Sir 

cording to what fhe rememfoed, as Ihe faid of w^arfl 
feen praftifed before. She defired that thp^ ij ^ Aiehad 
direaiy to the Village where Ihe was borJ • and thelldeT"^),^" 
fte acquainted with herDefign, exhorted all the Pennli^ 
pany her. In a Moment hfr Cabirias h ied wkh&^^ 

Scng°h“ P'"si"SwS!'“hS 

When it was known (he was near the Village thev afl>mM.j 

Sfa/Sch sTSiiriontfol'S t1 “S”" ? 

fiS"f h."',,'™ j ",r ;"t.® i >>"' fctiicg r .he 51 

Pc^on e!vt^ ^ ^ Ta- t'^o MelTengers from the lick 

Perfon entered the Aflembly, and brought News that Ihe ^n„u 

with their wtnf ^ ® y°“"g return’d 

fick WomaS r^e^W without it. As foon as the 

jjge, amtd in ^e ManLlVbSrS7"hi''w '''' ''“ w'" 

C.,»g„,Nod.e. b, hc.O,d«.,„tep"fS^ J'Ji* P,fJ;| 

Cabins, 
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Cabins, becaufe fhe was to vifit them all ; which fhc did as foon 
as the Sun was fct, fupported by two Men, and followed by all 
the Village. She palled through the Midft of all the Fires, her 
Feet and her Legs being naked, and felt no Pain ; whilft her 
two Supporters, though they kept as far from the Fires as they 
polTibly could, fuffered much by them ; for they were to lead her 
thus through more than three hundred Fires. As for the fick 
Woman, they never heard her complain but of Cold ; and at 
the End of this Courfe, Ihe declared that llie found he;:felf eafed. 

The next Day, at Sun-rife, they began, by her Order ftill, a 
Sort of Bacchanal, which lafted three Days : The firft Day the 
People ran through all the Cabins, breaking and overfetting 
every Thing ; and by Degrees, as the Noife and Hurly-burly en- 
creafed, the lick W^oman alTured them that her Pains diminilhed. 
The two next Days were employed in going over all the 
Hearths Ihe had palTed before ; and in propofing her Defires in 
enigmatical Terms 5 they were to find them out by Guefs, and 
accomplilh them diredly. There were fome of them horribly 
obfeene. The fourth Day the fick Woman made a fecond Vifit to 
all the Cabins, but in a different Manner from the firft : She was 
in the Midft of two Bands of Savages, who marched in a Row 
with afad and languilhing Air, and kept a profound Silence: They 
fuffered no Perfon to come in her W^ay ; and thofe who were at 
the Head of her Efcort, took Care to drive all thofe away that 
they met. As Toon as the Tick Woman was entered into a Cab^i, 
they made her lit down, and they placed themfelves round her : 
She lighed, and gave an Account of her Sufferings in a very af- 
fefting Tone, and made them to underftand tliat her perfeft Cure 
depended on the Accompliftimentof her Defire, which Ihe did not 
explain, but they mull guefs : Every one did the beft they could ; 
but this Defire was very complicated : It contained many 
Things : As they named any one, they were obliged to give it 
her, and in general Ate never went out of a Cabin till Ihe had got 
every Thing in it. When llie faw that they could not guefs 
right, Ihe exprefied herfelf more plainly ; and when they had 
gueffed all, Ihe caufed every Thing to be reftored which Ihe had 
received. Then they no longer doubted but that Ihe was cured. 
They made a Feaft, which confifted in Cries, or rather frightful 
Howlings, and in all Sorts of extravagant Actions. Laftly, llie 
returned Thanks ; and the better to Ihew her Acknowledgment, 
(he vifited a third Time all the Cabins, but without any Cere- 
mony. 

The Miftionary who was prefent at this ridiculous Scene fays, 
that Ihe was not entirely cured, ^ but was much better than be- 
fore : Neverthelefs, a ftrong and healthy Perfon would have 
been killed by this Ceremony. This Father took Care to ob- 

ferve 
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ferve to them, that her pretended Genius had oroniiY^.,! 
perfea Cure, and had no^ kept his Word. The/^eS t 
infuch a great Number of Things commanded^, h wJ 
difficult not to have omitted one. He expeSed that they would 
have infilled principally on the Refufal of the Coverlet -^and n 
Fad they did juft mention it ; but thev adde<t r 

this Refufal the Genius appeared to the fick Voman,’ and a/Turd 
her that this ^cident Ihould not do her any Prejudice be 
caufe as the were not the natural Inhabitants of the 

ountry, the Genu had no Power over them But tore. 

turn to my Journey. 

When our Officers went away, I afcended thofe frightful 

DtfcriptUn cf p ^ to the fmnous 

the Fall of Nia- ^ above which I was to em- 

gara. This Journey is three Leagues: It 

c-4 c t, formerly five, becaufe they pafled to the 

o her Side of the R.ver ; that it to fay, to the Weft, and they 
d not re-embark but at two Leagues above the Fall • But they 
h.ive found on the Left, about half a Mile from this Catarad a 
ay where the Current is not perceiveable, and of Confequence 
where one may embark without Danger. My firft Care at mv At 
rn-al was to vifit the fined Cafcade ferhaps^in the S i 
Helo-hr Baron de la Hontan was miftaken, both as to its 

Sdfev:" Jeen -ake me thi'nk he 

bv the three ** Certain that if we meafure its Height 

by the three Mountains which w-e muft firft pafs over, there is 
no much to bate of the fix hundred Feet which the Map of M 
Delfe gives It ; who, vyithout Doubt, did not advance this Pa- 
radox, but on the Credit of Baron de la Hontan and Father Hen- 

Thferu the Top of the third Mountain, I 

obferved that in the Space of the three Leagues, which I travelled 

fometimes afcend, 

I / thefe Travellers 

lonlcn ^f/r ^ with Inftrunients : We tried to do it with a 

hun£eT/nd / f but one hundred and fifteen, or one 

wast^t ftoolTk ^ ^"nethat the Pole 

it wralw?^, d ^ feme Rock which juts out ; for although 

whkh Ywarftfl ‘*’^End of the Cordi 

w'hich fills frnmth Pjoves nothing, becaufe the Water 

As for mvfelf A rebounds very high in a Foam, 

one mareimiflr it from all the^ Places where 

lefs than one hundr<*d°° / ^ i“t^god one could not give it 

tJian one hundred and forty, or one hundred and fifty Feet. 
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As to its Shape, it is in the Form of a Horfc-^oe, and ^out 
four hundred Paces in Circumference ; but exaaiy tn the Mid- 
dle it is divided into two bv a very narrow a^>out half a 

Mile long, which comes to'a Point here. But thefe two Parts 
do foon unite again : That which was on my Side. a"d 'J'hich is 
only feen in Profile, has feveral Points which jut out ; but that 

which I faw in Front, appeared to 1 

la Uoatan adds to this a Torrent whmh coines from the 
Weft; but if this was not invented by the Autlmr, we mull 
fay that in the Time of the Snow’s melting, the \Satcrs come 

to difcharge themfelves here by fome , • v,n .i,„ 

You may very well fuppofe, Madain, that beloiy this Fall 
River is for a long Way afFefted by this rude Shock, and indeed 
it is not navigable but at three Leagues Dift^cc, and exaftly at 
the Place where M. de Joncaire h (\X.aa.ted. One would imagine 
it (hould not be lefs navigable higher up, fince the River a s 
here perpendicularly in its whole Breadth. But befides th>s Ifle, 
which divides it in two, feveral Shelves fcattered here and there 
at the Sides of, and above this Ifland, much abate the Rapidity 
of the Current. It is neverthelefs fo ftrong, notwithftanding a 
this, that ten or twelve 0 «/uvafl/r endeavouring one Day to croli 
the Ifland, tofliun fome whopurfued them were carried 
away with the Current down the Precipice, in Spite of what- 
ever Struggles they could make to avoid it. u. • . 

1 have been told that the Fifli that brought into 

this Current, are killed theieby, and* th, t 
Ohfer^aiions on Savages fettled in thefe Parts make an 

this Cafeade, Advantage of it ; but I faw no fuch Thing, 

I have alfo been afliired, that the Birds that attempted to flyover 
it, were fometimes drawn into the Vorte.x which was formed 
in the Air by the Violence of this Torrent ; but I obferved 
quite the contrary. I faw fome little Birds flymg^bout, dir^^ly 
over the Fall, which came away without any Difhculty. This 
Sheet of Water is received upon a Rock ; and two Reafons 
perfuade me that it has found here, or perhaps has m^e here by 
Length of Time, a Cavern which has lome Dep^th. The lirll is, 
that the Noife it makes is very dead, and like Thunder at a Di- 
llance. It is fcarcely to be heard at M. de >»f«re s Cabin, 
and perhaps alfo what one hears there, is only the dafting of 
the Water again!! the Rocks, which fill the Bed of the Rii^r up 
to this Place ; And the rather, becaufe above the Cataraft the 
Noife is not heard near fo far. The fecond Reafon is, that no- 
thine has ever re-appeared (as they %) of all ^as fallen 
into^it, not even the Wreck of the Canoe of the I 

mentioned juft now. However this may be, OW gives us a 
Deicriptionof fuch a Cataraa, which he fays is in the delig^^ 
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ful Valley of The Country about Niagara h far /mm 

bemg fo fine, but I think its Cataradl is much finer CaJ ® 
fior the reft, I perceived no Mift over it, but from, behind a. 

a Diftance one would take it for Smoke; and it would ^ 

any Perfon that fhould come in Sight of the Ifland withr! 
knowing befme-hand that there is fmh a furprifing CatS “ 
^is Place. The Soil of the three Leagues which I travelled n" 
Foot to come here, and which they call the Portap-e of A" 
does not appear good : It is alfo badly wooded - aS 
not go ten Steps withont walking upon an Ant Hill 1 ^ u “■ 
meeting with"^Rattle-Snakes.^!iJlT belite Madam 
told you that the Savages eat as a Dainty the^rfefh offl 

the?e*p“op“^ Serpents do not cadfe any Horror to 

ttiele People . There is no Animal, the Form ofwhi4 is oftenm 
marked upon their Faces, and on other Parts ytheirBSr 
and they never hunt them but to eat The Rrm^c nt^A ci 
of Serpents are alfo much ufed br^he Tnlwc 

Jk- i. 1 ^ Bofoms, without receiving anv Hurt t 

and^this helps to confirm the high Opinion thefe p!ople\rve of 

. I was going to clofe this Letter, whfen I was informed that we 

mould not depart To-niorfOw, as I expeded. 

TTr" r L Patience, and make gobd 

»i ^ ^ fliall therefore proceed on 

S- the Savages, 

all the Warriors are finilhed.-As foom^ 

Wav and r enibarked, the Canoes at firft go a little 

th?Chlef rifef " ^Fne : Then 

thunders out his Song of Wm and\?fsol7" 

treble /// Soldiers anfwer him by a 

SrE^fts their Strength from the Bottom of 

femain Chiefs of the Council who 

and efpeoallv not Warriors to behave well, 

the Advicrttcn^K^“^- ^ furprifed. Of all 

CeFary and that of wlF a Savage, this is the moll ne- 

eiiary. and that of which ,n general he makes the leaft Benefit. 

D^2;iir<,u^a:neTu^ 

Nu^U condur.it, fommifque afpergine fylvjt 
Jmpluit, & femtu piufquam vicLa fatigit 



Some Circim' 
fiances of the 
March of the 
Warriors, 



This 



^Torocls in Notth AmsTtcfi. 



156 



This Exhortation does not interrupt the Chief, who continues 
Lam,, the 

fSlJgf ol dTaaffl, a„l ™w wl* f.ah Spaed ,h.< 

they are foon out of Sight. chirhicoue but 

they^giS'thL^^W lheir^Sne?s: So 

Jugglers, whofe Bufinefs it is to exp am them, h^en or retara 
^e^llarches at their Pleafure. Whilft they are ^ 

pefted Country, they take no Precaution, and 
Siall fcarce find two cr three Warriors together, each ‘aking 
fifown Way to hunt ; but how far foever they ftray from the 
R^Tthey all return punaually to the Place, and at the Hour, 

r,tr s:2 1?- 

leave before the Camp a large bpace tur 
0/ their encamp- mounded with Palifades, or rather a Sort ot 
ing- Lattice, on which they place their 

turned towards the Place they are going £ 

for an Hour, and they do the fame every Morning before ney 

decamp. After this fhey think they >>-7 

fuppofe that the Spirits take upon them ^Cafilnard ’ Fxpe- 
th^Army lleeps quietly “"f „or^bring^^^^ out 

rience does not undeceive ^’^^["^^s’its Souref in an In- 

of their prefumptuous Confidence. It has its 00 

dolence Ld Lazinefs which nothing but ne- 

Every one is an Enemy in the Way of the Warriors ou nc 
y verthelefs, if they meet any of their Allies, 

Of the meeting Parties neaHy equal in Force of Peo- 

ef different Parties pjg with whom they a7 

of War, P^ke Friendlhip with each <>^hcr. If the Al- 
lies they meet are at War with the ^nem^^^^^^^ 

appointed them, and when they have *7n Ene- 

Scement. When they are Xch is foml 

my’s Country, they ftop for a Cct««o y 

thing fingujar. At Night -• jj^ev are awake, thofe 

which they lay down to fleep : As foon as tney ar ^ 

•A 2 
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who have had any Dreams go from Fire to Fire, fingine their 
Song of De^th, with wmch they intermix their Dretms^il nl 

Brain to guefs the^ 

and if nobody can do it, thofe who have dreamt are at filtr?’ 
to return Home. This gives a fine Opportunity to 
-Then they mac^.e new Invocations to the Spiriis • thev animnf* 
each oih^er nmre than ever to do Wonders /they Vvvear to £ 
each other, and then they renew their March : And f £ 
came thither by Water, tliey quit their Canoes, wLh £ 
hide very carefully If every Thing was to be obferved that I 
prefcribed ^ thefe Occafions, it would be difficult to furprife 
“ entered into an Enemy’s Country. ThL 

s: rifes ril 

of the^Cam^ go.tofleep quietly, and they leave the Guard 
ot the Camp again to the Ma„itous. 

As foon as they have difeovered the Enemy, they fend out a 
Of their Approaches reconnoitre them, and on their Re- 

and Attacks. ‘bey hold a Council. The Attack is 

r.nf,. tKo ir • rally made at Day- break. They fiip- 

& t thL"?’' their deepeft Sleep, Jnd all 

y he on their Bellies, without flirrino- The Ad 

crawling Sn their Feet 
Then til rife up, th 

tn&bv rea, Sfwr ^ l^de Cry, to which all the Troop 

their firft Difch£e “"u Time ’ 

to look abouf ^he® f without giving the Enemy any Time 
Tis thefe with their Clubs. In latter 

of Ee wooder^ ^^bftituted little Hatchets, in the Head 

fin'ce whic^lh^/ ‘^y the fame Name; 

Battip ic ^^^^K^^^ents are more bloody. When the 

no more Refinance. ° Prifoners till the Enemy makes 

they retL^?f/E\Tv7T°" or too well intrenched, 

iution to LL lloudrain “ V "9’ they take the Refo- 
on both Siles The AtSt^ is fometimes much Blood ffied 

itfelf ; the barbalus Aercenefs of S.TF 

Ipair of the Va’DanifTiPrl u ^onquerors, and the De- 

creafes 
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•L u- ^ rwf tV»f* Fioht • 3-nd from this Pattern one 
'cve'Jes the Horror oyhe is no 

might *^^^5 r / . direaiy difpatch all thofe whom it would 

l?f:o and feek only to tire out the 

'^Vhe%;vTis « 

cannot avoid It. 1 heir Rcalon IS, tnat a ^ 

K>::p5fcS0«Vife^ 

his People fafe and found. ^ i 74 rt.V»t t-Kf*rp himetimes 

li“;L»irby O “ ““ 

^hetr Infitnd to the Precautions necefiary to Ihun a 

kntn^j the Mark of gu^prife, fo are they aaive and |^ijrul in . 
their EMjnies Steps, furprifing. On the other Hand, theie Peo*. 
pie have a wonderful Talent, I might fay an 

l“fSrw?ot«l”f=r 

Sr. u’m.. .ka. I fee »•<■» •» ‘‘«“bt «. 'b'“ ® 

Till the Conquerors are in a Country of Saf ^ j 

forward expeditioudy ; and lell the Woun<^ 
Precautions to j^jould retard their Retreat, they carry them 
fecure their Retreat Litters, or draw them in Sledges, 

and to keep their winter. When they re-enter their Canoes, 

Pri/oners. jjjgy make their Prifoners fing, and they 

oraftife the fame Thing every Time they meet any A‘li« ; an 
Honour which cofts thfm a Feaft who Jf^^Sing- 

fdrtunate Captives fomething more th^ t rareffn. 

ing • For thev ihvite the Allies to carefs them, and to car^s n^ 

Prffonwis to 'do him all the Mifchief they 

him in fuch a Manner that he is lamed for ever. But. ther 
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W Chiefs who take feme Care of thefe Wretches, and do nni 
fuffer them to be too much abufed. But nothing is equal to the 

anH ® they are tied by\e Neck 

and by the Arms to one of the Bars of the Canoe. When th * 

£0 by Land there is always one that holds them ; and at NitSt 
Aey are ftretched upon the Earth quite naked • fome cJj' 
fattened to Piquets, fixed in the Ground keerthebLeS W 

aifo Sn? th they cannot ttir, ajd fomeVngCo”d; 

aJJo confine their Hands and beet, in fuch a Manner tlfar ri,. 

"hi 

burn th^em diredlly ; and as this is done in the firft Heat and 
when they are Often in Hafte to retreat, they are for the’mott 

?floX Punifhren" 

The Cuftom among fome Nations is, that the Chief of the 
Of the Marks Party leaves on the Field of Battle 

tkey league of their righting Club, pn which he had taken 
Fidoiy. to trace the Mark of his Nation, that 

r ^ Family, apd his Portrait: that is ta 

f ^ ^ Figures he had in his Face. Others 

puint all thefe Marks on the Trunk of a Tree, or on a Piece of 
B^rk, witn Charcoal pounded and rubbed, mixed with fome 
Colours. They add fome Hieroglyphic Charaaers, by Means 
of which thofe who pafs by may know even the minuteft Cir- 
umftances, not only of the Aaion, but alfo of the whole Tranf- 

Sairthl ‘m They know the Chief of the Party 

r mentioned : The Number of his Ex^- 

*ht> P ■/ that of his Soldiers by Lines ; that of 

i on'l rTt by little Martao/as placed on a Stick 

a^d K dittinguiih the Men.^he Women 

^e^Plare^^{,^'^^"L f ^’"'^ys <et up near 

for when a Party is pur- 
ser’ 

When the Warriors are arrived at a certain Diftance from the 
ffinu they pro- from whence they came, they halt, 

claim their fuiory Chief fends one to give Notice of 

in the Villages. -^mong fome Nations, as foon 

various Criec . 1* • « within hearing, he makes 

«f MeTthev We Campaign : He marks the Number 

men they fwve Jott by fo many Cries of Death. Immediate- 
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ly the young People come out to hear the Particulars t Some- 
times the whole Village comes out, but one alone addrclTes the 
Meflenger, and learns from him the Detail of the News which 
he brings : As the Meffenger relates a Faft the other repeal it 
aloud, turning towards thole who accompanied him> and they 
anfwer him by Acclamations or difmal Cries, according as the 
News is mournful or pleafing. The MelTenger is then con- 
dudled to a Cabin, where theTlders put to him the fame Quef- 
tions as before ; after which a publick Crier invites all the 
young People to go to meet the Warriors, and the Women^ to 
carry them Refremments. — In fome Places they only think 
at firft of mourning for thofe they have loft. The Menengcr 
makes only Cries of Death. They do not go to meet himi 
but at his entering the Village he finds ad the People af- 
fembled, he relates in a few Words all that has pafted, then re- 
tires to his Cabin, where they carry him' Food ; and for fomc 
Time they do nothing but mourn for the dead^ 

When this Time is expired, they make another^Cry to pro- 
claim the Victory. Then every one dries up his Tears, and 
they think of nothing but rejoicing. Something like this is 
praaifed at the Return of the Hunters: The Women who 
ftayed in the Village go to meet them as foon as they are in^ 
formed of their Approach, and before they enquire of the Sue- 
cefs of their Hunting, they inform them by their Tears of the 
Deaths that have happened fince their Departure. — To return to 
the Warriors, the Moment when the Women join them, is pro- 
perly fpeaking the Beginning of the Punilhment of the Prilon* 
ers : And when fome of them are intended to be adopted, which 
is not allowed to be done by all Nations ; their future Parents, 
whom they take Care to inform of it, go and receive them at a 
little Diftance, and conduct them to their Cabins by ^fomc 
round-about Ways. In general the Captives are a long Fime 
ignorant of their Fate, and there are few \Vho efcape the firft 
Fury of the Women, 
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>: LETTER XV. 

■The JirJl Reception of the Prifoners. The Triumph of the Warriors, 
.^he Diftribution of the Captives : Ho^ they decide their Fate^ and 
‘what follows after. With ^hat Inhumanity they ireat thofe Tjho 
are condemned to die : The Courage they The Negociatiens (f 

the Savages, 



Madam, 



I 



At the Entrance of Lake Erie, May 27. 



Departed this Morning from the Fall of Niagara, I had 
about feven Leagues to go to the Lake Erie, and I did it 
without any Trouble. We reckoned that we fhould not lay here 
this Nigkt ; but whilll my People rowed with all their Strength 
I have pretty well forwarded another Letter, and while* they 
take a little Reft I will finifti it to give it to fome Canadian;, 
whom we met here, and who are going to Montreal, I take up 
my Recital where I left off laft. 

All the Prifoners that are deftined to Death, and thofe whofe 
np fir a decided, are as I have already 

iion of tip Ptifn Madam, abandoned to the Fury of 

the Women, who go to meet the Warriors j 
and it is furpriling that they refift all the 
Evils they make them fuffer. If any one, efpecially, has loft ei- 
ther her Son or her Hulbahd, or any other Perfon that was dear, 
to her, tho’ this Lofs had happened thirty Years before, flie is a 
Fury. She atta.cks tJie firft vvho falls under her Hand ; and one 
can fcarcely imagine how far fhe is traiifportcd with Rage: She has 
no Regard either to Humanity or Decency, and every Wound 
gives him, one would ^xped him to fall dead at her Feet, if we 
didmot know how ingenious thefe Barbarians are in prolonging 
the moft^ unheard of Punilhment : All the Night paftes in this 
'Manner in the Camp of the Warriors, 

The next Day is the Day of the Triumph of the Warriors. 'The^ 
np Tp ' r and fome others, affedl a great Modef' 

Warriars!^ ^ ty and a ftill greater Difintereftednefs on thefe 
Occaftons. The Cliiefs enter alone into the 
Village, without any Mark of Vi^lory, keeping a profound Silence, 
and retire to their Cabins, without fliewing tliat they have the’ 
^aftPretenfion to the Prifoners. Among othef Nations the fame' 
Cu^mis not obferved: The Chief marches at "fhe Head of^ 
his Troop with the Air of a Conqueror : His Lieutenant comes^ 
a ter him, and a Crier goes before, who is ordered to renew 

o . th<5 
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the Death Cries. The Warriors follow by two and two, the 
Prifoners in the Midft, crowTied with Flowers, theh Faces and 
Hair painted, holding a Stick in one Hand, and a CMchi^oue in the 
other, their Bodies almoft naked, their Arms tied above the Elbow 
with a Cord, the End of which is held by the Warriors, and 
they fing without ceafing their Death Song to the Sound of the 
Chichikoue. 

This Song has fomething mournful and haughty at the fame 
n /a- Time ; and the Captive has nothing of the 

The Boajttngs of ^ fufFers, and that is van- 

the Prifoners. quifhed. This is pretty near the Senfe of thefe 

Songs \ I am hra^e and intrepid ; I do not fear Death y nor any 
Kind of Tortures : Thofe auho fear themy are Conxjards \ they are 
lefs than U^omen : Life is nothing to thofe that haoje Courage : May 
my Efsemies be confounded <with Defbair and Page .* Oh ! that I 
could de vour themy and drink their Blood to the lajl Drop.^^ From 
Time to Time they ftop them : The People gather round them, 
and dance, and make the Prifoners dance : They feena to do it 
with a good Will ; they relate the finell Adlions of their Lives ; 
they name all thofe they have killed or burnt ; and they make par- 
ticular Mention of thofe for whom the People prefeut are moft con- 
cerned. One would fay that they only feek to animate more and nriorc 
againft them the Mailers of their Fate. In Fadl, thefe Boaftings 
make thofe who hear them, quite furious, and they pay dear for 
their Vanity : But by the Manner in which they receive the mod 
cruel Treatment, one would fay that they take a Pleafure in being 

tormented. i , , ^ 

Sometimes they oblige the Prifoners to run through two Ranks of 
Savages, armed with Stones and Sticks, who 
fall upon them as if they would knock them 
on the Head at the firft Blow ; yet it never 
happens that they kill them ; fo much Care do 
they take, even when they feem to ftrike at Ran- 
dom, and that their Hand is guided by Fury alone, not to touch 
any Part that would endanger Life. In this March every one has a 
Right to torment them; they are indeed allow’d to defend themfelves ; 
but they would, if they were to attempt it, foon be overpower’d. 
As foon as they are arrived at the Village, they lead them from 
Cabin to. Cabin, and every where they make them pay their Wel- 
come: In one Place they pull off one of their Nails, in another 
they bite off one of their Fingers, or cut it off with a bad Knife, 
which cuts like a Saw : An old Man tears their Flefli quite to the 
Bone : A Child with an Awl wounds them where he can : A Wo- 
man whips them without Mercy, till (he is fo tired that (he cannot 
lift up her Hands : But none of the Warriors lay their Hands upon 
them, although they are ftill their Mailers ; and no one can mutilate 

y the 
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the Prifonn-s without their Leave, ^vhich they fddom grant: But 
they have an entire Liberty to make them fuffer • 
and if they lead them through feveral Vill.wes either of the r” ’ 

St"'".**" s 

are received every wherein the fame Manner. 

After thefe Preludes, they fet about the Dillribution of the Cap- 

The Diftribution ‘r®*’ depends on thofe to whom 

cf the Cattiws. delivered. At the Rifmg of the Coun- 

- r,- • •. II where they have confulted of their Fate 

a Crier invites all the People to come to an open Place, where the 
JJiftribution is made without any Noife or Difpute. The Wo- 
men who have loft their Children or Hulbands in the War veneral 

made to thofe who have given Collars. If there are not Captives 
enough for this Purpofe, they fupply the Want of them by Scabs- 
with which thofe who receive them, adorn themfelves on reioicinj 
Days ; and at other Times they hang them up at the Doors of thei? 
Cabins. On the contrary, if the Number of Prifoners exceeds 
Claimants, they fend the Overplus to the Villages of 
their Allies. A Chief is not replaced, but by a Chief, or by two 
or three ordinary Perfons, who are always burnt, although thofe 
whom they repLace had died of Difeafes. The „evfr fail to 
• ap^ t fome of their Prifoners for the Publick, and thefe the 

Cpuncil difpo^ Mothers of Fa- 

m hes may ftill fet afide their Sentence, and are the Miftrefles of the 
JMe and Death even of thofe who have been condemned orabfolv- 
pa by the Council. 

In fome Nations the Warriors do not entirely deprive themfelves 
Binv they decide difpofing of their Captives ; 

their Fate. whom the Council give them, are 

„ obliged to put tiiem again into their Hands, if 
they require it : But they do it very feldom ; and when they do it, 

P rfo^ °If »\dg^\°rPrefents received from thofe 

on riiTs’sIb-eft they have declared their Intentions 

on this bubject, it is feldom oppofed. In general th<> crreatplJ- 

Number of the Prifoners of wL are condfmnTd to De^ ot 
?do'|fttd^'‘a^d their Livesare never fecure Some are 

from that of the Ph^d ' Time their Condition differs in nothing 
Sts Of thofl pf" ®"ter into all the 

fo far the Solrit ofti ^ fupply ; and they often acquire 

that they make no D'ffi ^ftion of which they are become Members, 

mod 
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moil to nothing, if they had not taken great Care to naturalize a 
good Part of their Prifoners of War. ^ , xr-i 

It fbmetimes happens, that inllead of fending into the other \ il- 
lages the Surplus of their Captives, they give them to private Per- 
foiis, who had not afked for any ; and, in this Cafe, either they are 
not fo far Mailers of them, as not to be obliged to confult the Chiefs 
of the Council how they fliall difpofe of them ; or elfe they are 
obliged to adopt them. In the firftCafe, he to whom they make a 
Prefent of a Slave, fends for him by one of his Family ; then he 
fallens him to the Door of his Cabin, and affembles the Chiefs of 
the Council ; to whom he declares his Intentions, and alks their Ad- 
vice. This Advice is generally agreeable to his Defire. In the fe- 
cond Cafe, the Council, in giving the Prifoner to the Perfon they 
have determined on, fay to him, “ It is a long Time we have been 
“ deprived of fuch a one, your Relation, or your Friend, who was a 
Support of our Village.” Or elfe, “ We regret the Spirit of fuch 
‘‘ a one whom you have loll ; and who, by his Wifdom, maintained 
the publick Tranquility : He mud appear again this Day; he 
was too dear to us, and too precious to defer his Revival any 
longer: We place him again on his Mat, in the Perfon of this 
Prifoner.” 

There are, neverthelefs, fome private Perfons that are in all Ap- 
pearance more confidered than others ; to whom they m?Jcea Pre- 
fent of a Captive, without any Conditions, and with full Li^- 
berty to do what they pleafe with him : And then the Council 
exprefs themfelves in thefe Terms, when they put him in their 
Hands, “ This is to repair the Lofs of fuch a one, and to clcanfe 
“ the Heart of his Father, of his Mother, of his Wife, and of his 
Children. If you are cither willing to make them drink the 
“ Broth of this Flelh, or that you had rather replace the Deceafed 
“ on his Mat, in the Perfon of this Captive, you may difpofe of 
him as you pleafe.” 

W hen a Prilbner is adopted, they lead him to the Cabin where 
L ^Ive ; and the hril Thing they do, is to 

Of the op ion Then they warm fome Water to 

of a Captive. Wounds, if he has 

♦ any ; and if they were even putrilied, and full of *Worms, he is foon 
cured : They omit nothing to make him forget his Sufferings, 
they make him eat, and clothe him decently. In a Word, they 
would not do more for one of their own Children, nor for him 

whom he raifes from the Deady this is their Expreffion. Some 

Days after, they make a Feail ; during which they folcmnly give 
him the Name of the Perfon whom he replaces, and whole Rights 
he not only acquires from that Tirne, but he lays himfclf alfo under 
the fame Obligations, 
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Amongft ±tHurens,wd. the Iroquois, thofe Prifoners (hey intend 
Oftho/e that are burn, are fometimes as well treated at firfl 
to he burnt. and even till the Moment of their Execution 

•r L ‘bofe that have been adooted It ann.!, ’ 

jf they were Viftims which they fattened for the Sacrifi^^^*^! ^ 
^ey ire really a Sacrifice to the God of War. The only I^iffe/ 
ence they m^e between thefe and the other, is, that they^blacken 

Manner they are able : They always fpeak kindlv to them • th™ 

f 'r* Brothers, or Nephevss', according’to tb 
Perfcn whole Manes they are to appeafe by their Death ; T^ey alfo 

r to ferve them for Wives all the 

thl ‘’''{bave tobve. But when they are informed of their PaK 

ni™" S ciSS'K™ 

When they have been delivered to a Woman, the Moment they 
■flow they recei^ve tp^t'm her every Thing is ready for Execu- 
their Sentence of longer a Mother, Ihe is a Pury, 

Condemnation. from the tendered Carelles to the 

5n„ o • • r . . gteatell Excefs of Rage : She begins bv invok- 
ing the Spirit of him Ihe delires to revenge : “ Approach ffavs 
Ihe) you are romg to be appeafed ; I prepare a Fea^ thee^- 
^ink great Draughts of this Broth whicl/is going to be poured 
;; out for thee ; receive the Sacrifice I make » thee in ^f«^ 

“ 5e"®thtv IhSlan^V burnt, and put in the Ket- 

« Dull offYtc to his Flelh ; theyfhall 

FormorS^eerb ^ be folly fatisfied.»--This 

muchLtofA'^^’^^ u tbc Sentence of Death, varies 

Srfai^l Vhenlr"’*’ Meaning, it is always much 

and declares in a ^ come out of the Cabin, 

hrbeiSs and finf JT bim or her to whom 

well: Anitherfo^ceSs* who'‘ad'd“"f- young People to behave 
fays, “ Brother t„i, r addrelTes him that is to fufter, and 

he anfwers coolfo^^^^^ Tha?‘ ’ T‘ 

atdv there U n P r ’ V I Thanks." Immedi- 

foS riTed '.b« ''bole Village, and thePri- 

tie him to a Poll bv 

riiar h” fan tun. roLd It But ^ich a Manner, 

made in a Cabin from “^j|bmetiraes, when the Execution is 

^fiey kt Ifon fun on^ ETd f foe^T 

bum him, hefings Z ZlJa t’ ‘^ey begin to 

r r,,,. „™, 

Either 
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Either I am much miftaken : Or, what ought moft to furprifc 
us in thefe tragical and barbarous Scenes, is not that the Suf- 
ferer ihould fing aloud, that he (hould infult and defy his 
tioners, as they all geiierally do to the laft Moment of their Breath: 
for there is in this alriHaughtiners which elevates the Spint, whidl 
tranfports it, which takes it off Ibmething irom the Thpughts oE 
its Sufferings, and v/hich hinders it alfo from fhevving 

Senfibility. Moreover, the Motions they make, divert ttrcix 

Thoughts, take off the Edge of the Pain, and produce the 
Rffea, and fomethkig more, than Cries and Tears. Jn Ihort, thejr 
that there are no Hopes of Mercy, and D^pair gives Refolution; 
and infpires Boldnefs. 

But this Kind of Infenfibility is riot fo general as many have 
. . thought : It is not unufual to hear thefe poor 
ne Principle oj :^j-etches fend forth Cries that are capable of 
the Barbarity i^y pjej-cing the liardeft Heai t; but which have no 
exercifeontheJeUc- other Effed, but to make Sport for the Adlors, 
cajtons, trie reft that are prefent.— As to the Caufes 

that fhould produce in the Savages an Inhumanity, which we could 
never have believed Men to have been guilty of, I believe tliey ac- 
quired it by Degrees, and have been ufed to it infenfibly by Cuf- 
tom ; that a Defire of feeing their Enemy behave meanly, the 
Irifults which the Sufferers do not ceafe to make to their Tor-, 
mentors, the Defire of Revenge, which is the reigning Palfion of 
this People, and which they do not think fufficiently glutted whilil 
the Courage of thofe who are the Obje6l of it is not fubdued, 
and laftly Superllicion, have a great Share in it : For what Ex- 
cefles are not produced by a falfe Zeal, guided by fo hiany 
Paffions. * • 

1 lhall not, Madam, relate the Particular^ ^of all that pafTcj 
in thefe horrible Executions : It wodld. carry me too far ; be- 
caufe in this there is no Uniformity, hbf any fiales but Caprice and 
P'ury. Often there are as many Afters as Sptftators { that Jf to fay^ 
all the Inhabitants of the Village, Men, V^omeriV arid Children, 
and every one does the worft they can. rThgre.are'only thofe of the 
Cabin to which the Prifoner was delivered,' that forbear to torment 
him; at leaft, this is the Praftice' of many Nations. Commonly 
they begin by burning the Feet, then the Legs^ ; and thus go upwards 
to the Head : And fometimes they make the Punifhment laii a 
whole Week ; as it happened to a Gentleman Canada amongil 
the Iroquois. They are the leaft fpared, who having already beea 
taken and adopted, or fet at Liberty, are taken a fecondTime. 
They look upon them as unnatural Children, or ungrateful Wretch- 
es, who have made War with their Parents and Benefaftors, and 
they (hew them no Mercy. It happens fometimes that the Sufferer, 
even when he is not executed in a Cabin, is not tied, and is allowed 

to 
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to defend himfelf; which he does, much lefs in Hopes ofr,«- 
hi$ Life, than to revenge his Death before-hanri l 

GIo^ of dying bravely. We have feen, cm theft Orr f n 
much Strength and Courage theft PalTions^n infn^r^ 
lows an Inftance, which is warranted Ki, 'ol' 

worthy of Credit. warranted by Eye-Wuneiles, who are 

An Captain of the Canton of chofe rather m 

Courage of an 

Onneyouth by a Fliglit, which he Judged of dan^e. 

Captain burnt by Confluence to the young People that wlrl 

ibeHvRONs. ^jJ^Command. He fought a Jong Time 

like a Man who was refblved 

Anns in his Hands ; but the Hurcns, who oppofedhim^ 

lefolved to havd him alive, and he was taken f 

for thofe who were taken with him, they 

where fome Mifiionaries refided, who were aIIovvf*rl f ii r 

diftourfing with them. Theft Fathers fouSTheIn o? 

which they looked upon as the Beginning of the 

werfion; they inhrudftd them, and CiSd them 

tSh“/rs±? 4" <iN DTa.i,IfeS 

■ cour^gStoEShP^^^^^ 

him drop down fenfeleA • lolence. The Pain made 

People vv^^nSyf A Ikile "" 'he 

Swoon ; and feeiL no Perfon „ ^ I /^covered from his 

Companion, h^ta^fa FTrJird^-JCr^ K' ^!i^?°dyof his 
■were all overhead and burnt^, re-calls hk^T 
hes them to approach him Thev ff* ^^nd de- 

l^y ;» ** 

with 
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with burning Fire-brands, others with red-hot hons, and fell upon 
him all together. He received them bravely, a.nd made them re- 
treat The Fire with which he was furrounded ferved him for an 
Tntrenchment, and he made another with the Ladders that had 
been ufed to get upon the Scaffold ; and being taus f,>rtified la 
his 0W4J Funeral Pile, now become the Theatre of ni, \ alour, and 
armed with the Inftrumcnts of his Punillimeat, he was for fome 
Time the Terror of a whole Village, no Body daring to approach 
a Man that was more than half burnt, and whofe Blood flowed troni 
all Parts of his Body. 

A falfe Step which he made in ftriving to fhun a Fire-br^d that 
was thrown at him, left him once more to the Mercy of his 1 ormen- 
tors • And I need not tell you that they made him pay dear for the 
Frighthehadjuft before put them in. After they were tired with 
tormenting him, they threw him into the Midft ot a great Fire, and 
left him there, thinking it impoflible for him. ever to rife up a|ain. 
They were deceived : When they leaft thought of it, they faw him, 
arm’d with Fire-brands, run towards the Village, as if he 
would fetitonFire. All the People were ilruck with rerror,and 
no Perfon had the Courage to flop him : But ^ he came near the 
firll Cabin, a Stick that was thrown betweeri his Legs, threw him 
down, and they fell upon him before he could rife ; They direftly 
cut off his Hamls and Feet, and then rolled him upon fome burning 
Coals • and daftly, they threw him under the Trunk of a Tree that 
was burning. Then all the Village came round luin, to enjoy the 
Pleafure of feeing him burn. The Blood which flowed from hin^ 
almoft extinguifhed the Fire ; and they \vere no longer afraid of his 
Efforts : But yet he made one more, which aBonilhed the boldeft ; 
He crawled out upon his Elbowsand Knees with a threatening Look 
and a Stoutnefs which drove away the ncarert ; more indeed from 
Aftonifhment, than Fear; for what Harm could he ^m 
this maimed Condition ? Some Time after, a Huron took him at 
an Advantage, and cut off his Head. 

Neverthekfs, Madam, if thefe People make like Barba- 
rians, we mull allow that in their Treaties oi 
Skill of thefe and generally in all their Negotiations 

People in their Ne- difeover a Dexterity, and a Nobienefs 

gociations, Sentiments, which would do Honour to 

the mod polifhed Nations. They have no Notion of making 
Conouefts and extending their Dominions. Many Nations 
have no Domain properly fo called, and thofe who have not 
wandered from their Country, and look upon themfelves as Maf- 
ters of their Lands, are not fo far jealous of them, as to b- of- 
fended with any one who fettles upon them, provided th..y gn .. 
EXio. no l««urb,nc,. The.eforo, in .he.rTromo,, 
confldcr nothing but to make themfelves Allies againft ' 
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ful Enemies, to put an End to a War that is troublefome m 

nK^**'* J °[ iufpend Hoftilities : For I have alrearf* 

ftrved, that the Wars are perpetual that are between K • ^ 
and Nation ; fo that there if n^o depending 
Peace fo long as one of the two Parties can live anVica^uZ 
the other. All the Time they negociate. and^befow^hev 

i* not to appear to mS 
the firft Steps, or at leaft to perfuade their Enemy tLt it is r^: 
ther through Fear or Neceflity that they do it - And tl 

W Ss, »S“vi 

tnd to Hoftilities, though they are Conauerors • He ,.„j 

forif^rPro^^fT^^^ his^Wit and Eloquence" 

to kLi uron^S ^,PP/°''=d of. he muft take grwt Care 
of a r?afrK°? ,h>s ^Juard. It is not uncommon that the Stroke 

, out of Dan A"f"'«'-they make him : He h not 

n, (1. even when he has efcaped the firft Surorife • He 

Bay i i DaTe°" °/ themfelves every 

being facrificcd to a Reveng-e or to hp thp 
Vidim, of an Intrigued the Governors of SZi L^y 

n t rS^fd"^ thefe Peopk, who never make Wa^ thrS’ 

that?he’ w? Oihntereftednefs to fuch a Degile, 

at the Warriors do never burden themfelves with the Spoils of 

if the^Et bS Garments of the Dead ; and 

take if- in 7 “P firft that will 

fa ^ 1 never take up Arms but for Glorv or 

Po'Sv .ndi.r.?, .“f');."'"' •!>« Am of .he .nollreSnri 

on fuch Advices ir ^ oubt, thatto make it prudent to rely 

have ,p.hi,p, toutco/S 
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omething to gli^c them, that the foie Intereft of the PubHc 
good might engage him to it, and that he fliould not do it too 
lightly. 
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Defcription «/ Lake Erie. Voyage to Detroit Strait) . 

A Proje^ of a Settlement in this Place: Honxj it failed. The Co 
mandant of the Fort de Pontchartrain holds a Council, and on 
fwhcU Occajlon* fhe Games of the Sa-vages, 

Madam, Fort de Pontchartrain at Detroit, June 8. 

I Departed the 27 th from the Entrance of the Lake Erie, af- 
ter I had clofed my laft Letter, and though it was very late 
I went three Leagues that Day by the Favour of 

, ^ and of the fineft Weather in the World : The 

Defcnftiott of North Coaft, and it 

Lake Erie. ^ hundred Leagues. From Niagara, tak- 

ing to the South, it is much more pleafant, but longer by half. 
L^e Erie is a hundred Leagues long from Baft to Weft : Its 

Bfeadth from North to South is thirty, or thereabouts, 1 he 
Name it bears is that of a Nation of the Huron Language fettled 
on its Border, and which the Iroquois have entirely deftroyed. 
Eri'e means Cat, and the Eries are named in fome Relations the 
Nation of the Cat. This Name comes probably from the great 
Number of thefe Animals that are found in this Country ; 1 her 
are bigger than our’s, and their Skins are much valued. Some 
moderl Maps have given Lake Erie the Name of Conti-, but this 
Name is difufed, as well as thofe of Conde, Tracy, and Orleans, 
formerly given to Lake Huron, the Uppev Lake, and Lake Mi- 

The 28th I went nineteen Leagues, and found myfelf over 
againft the Great Riuer^ which comes trom 
Of the northern Baft, in forty-two Degrees fifteen Mi- 
Coaji. nutes. Neverthelefs, the great Trees were 

not yet green. This Country appeared to me very fine. e 
made very little Way the 29th, and none at all the 30th. We 
embarked the next Day about Sun-rife, and went forward apace. 
The firft of June, being kVhit-Sunday, after going up a pretty 
River almoft an Hour, which comes a great Way, and runs be- 
tween two fine Meadows, we made a Portage about fixty Paces, 
to efcape going round a Point which advances fifteen Leagues 
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into the Lake ; they call it the Long Point: It is very 
and produces naturally many Vines. The following Da?r 
faw nothing remarkable ; but I coafted a charming^CouL 
that was hid from Time to Time by fome difagreeable SkreeZ’ 
but of little Depth. In every Place where I landed, I was in’ 
chanted with the Beauty and Variety of a Landfcape, bounded 
by .the fineft Forefts in the World : Befides this, Water-Potl 
fwarmed every where; I cannot fay there is fuch PlentvofTo 

If one always travelled, as I did then, with a clear Sky and 
The Plca/ure of Climate, on a Water as bright as 

thefe Journeys. the linelt Fountain, and were to meet every 
.L . , ^wjiere with fafe and pleafant EncamninJ 

where one^ might find all Manner of Game at little Coll, breafh’ 
Jng atone s Eafe a pure Air, and enjoying the Sight of the fineft 
Countries, one would be tempted to travel all one’s Life It 
putme in Mi^of thofe antient Patriarchs who had nofixedAbode 
dwelt under Tents, were in fome Manner Mailers of all the CoL 
tries they travelled over, and peaceably enjoyed all their Produc 

pSmn^f“‘ is tnavoidable in the 

YT7 Fountains made me remember 

a f 7 Fyory Day a new Situation of my own chufing- 

'S furnilhed withNeeff! 

frefh on ^ n always 

ral ReZZ- ^ Side plain and natu- 

Imitar Tf’rlTeSl^r ~ 

bad WeatK^*^ ^ r interruption, either by 

”t; ,h'./T.p“p"ir "■»' 

pSfefanS-f ^ Alternatives of 

fiS havrhl^'5'^^ M- ^ experienced 

the?e is no te ",‘Z7r veryproperto makeusfenfiblethat 

rin. 1 u ■ ^ '””'■6 capable of reprefenting to us con- 

wediVnlv ufe theEmh like Pilgrims ; and that 

e can only ufe, as in pafTino;^ the Goods of this World * that a 

ratience the Misfortunes that happen in our Journev, fince they 
pafs away equally, and with the fame Celerity, ijfhort how 
many 7 hings in trtivel ling make us fenfible of the Dependence 
•*' raF”" i^*'’*ne Providence, which does not make 

to 
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tomeritbv our Dependenee on, and Refignatldn to ‘heWillof G<^ ? 
ThXy commonly that long Voyage, do not make ^e^le re- 
ligioL /but nothing one would think Ihould be more capable of 
making them fo, than the Scenes they go througl^ 

The fourth we were flopped a good Part of the Day on a Point 

which^runs three Leagues North and Sou^^^^ 

0 / the <tvh,U ^nd^vhichtheycMPointePeUeCBMfo‘>’0■^ 

and red Cedars. Jt is, notwithflanding, pretty well wooded 

on the Well Side ; but on the Eafl it is only a fandy Soil, with 

hrittle and of which they can only make fmall Ooods. 1 ney 
faThe« that Women with Child ftiould not ufe it for Bulks. 

TL i.Lt of thi. CoJa, ha,o oo S™| • l»> •'>' a o 

This is Quite the contrary of the white Cedar.--- ! here arc 
Sny Bc/rs in this Countr/, and laft Winter they killed on the 

Pninf Pilee alone above four hundred. . 

The fifth, about four o’Clockin the Afternoon, we perceived 
, - Land to the South, and two little Iflands 

Arnnjal at De- .^yj^jeh are near it ; They call them the Ijles 
troit. terpens a Sonnettes ( Rattle-Snake Ijlands) ; 

and it is raid they are fo full of them, that they infea the Air. 
We LS'ed i«.o Le Strait an Ho.r !«<«/»« f”' “f, “ 
the Ni<rht under a very finelfland, called s r// 

White Wood). From the ^ 

near Wefl / from the Entrance of the Strait to the Ifle St.Cimre, 
which is five or fix Leagues, and from thence to Lake Huron, it 
is a Httle Eafl by South : So that all the Strait, which is thiitv-two 
Laurel long, is between forty-Uyo Degrees twelve or fifteen 
Mini, anf f...,-th,nn and half North La„t.dc 
Tfl£» of 5/ Claire the Strait grows wider, and forms a Lake, wnicn 
has rec iiSns Name fr^om the Iflai.d, or has given its own 
to it It is about fix Leagues long, and as many wide in feme 

^‘‘They fay this is the finefl Part of CWfi, pd indeed to 
/ ^ . judge of it by Appearances, Nature has 

The hature of it nothing that can render a Country 

the Country, beautiful : Hills, Meadows, Fields, fine 

Woods of Timber Trees, Brooks, Fountains, and Rivers, and 

all thefe of fuch a good Quality, and fo ''=^PP‘'y;"'™^r’e 
one could fcarce defire any Thing more. The Lands are not 
equally good for all Sorts of Grain ; but the greatefl Pu« are 
fu%rifm|ly fertile, and I have feen fome that have produced 
Wheat eight Years together without being manured. ^ How- 
ever, thfy are all gool for fomething. The Ifl^es feem have 
been place^d on Purpofe to pleafe the Eye. The Riveis ami 

'Zj 2 
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Before we arrive at the firft Fort, which is on the left Hand 
^ 0/the Sa-vages * below the [fle of 5r. Clair,, tW 

ft t”. It 

S/ Ji/T j r -rlacc, nxed themfelves firit at the Fnli c 

«frx^STel°:rtr''''H 

their Country. There are no CA them both to abandon 

are any among the them, and if there 

J^uroj are a?l cL/^ *" Number. The 

fay that they chui Sh"’ Miffionaries : They 

feme of the Chiefs who'^"® ’ Choice of 

hindertheothers w£^h7.T' '^ho 

to have one. ('aj ^ have a long Time defired 

orihrs/Slrin^iSf "ill «;« .ban .h.B...,, 

here : It was pretty weH hJ^ ^ ‘'“"/‘‘^^table Settlement 
Reafons, whicK SI ^go, but fome 

Thofe who did not favour 

Peltry of the Norrh fnr» u brought the 

^andizes to the Savages^chLper thiT^’ 

Trade to iV^-u; rari. Second fu. , “j®’ «^taw a|j the 

good, that the Surface to the Denth 

only Sand, and under this Sir,.? inches is 

cannot penetrate it ; whence it hS ** * ^ 

inner Parts of the Woods or,, happens that the Plains and the 

that you fee in theJi 

Walnut-Trees j and that^the Tree^^S ^ grown, and hard 
ter, their Fruit ripens Sv Io J n >” *he Wa- 

ply, it is true, that in r^^ P " • Reafons they re- 

Lands are mixed with Sand and^th^*°^ the 

there are fome Bottoms »i.’ ^^^t in the neighbouring Forells 

Neverthelefrth®fe ve?v Water. 

Years together witho Jhpfnc? yt^Wed Wheat eighteen 

far to fin^d fome that ji"d one need fot go 

out going far from the Fort I have f * .Woods, with- 

»iuch s„ „„ Jrf •" -‘y 

O, Tl», to, ., top, ^ ^ 
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As to what they fay, that in making a Settlement at the 

f.cc«d i, _u.» 




fay m^ny^Thin^Ao ® \v?^il“S?oV ihL foS 

Difcuffions would carry me too tar. wc »ui wx 

^ The 7 th of June, which was the Day after my -\mTal aj 
ineyinoi j M. -i!f 7W.-. who « the Comsnandaat. 

Council of three j£-^{>led the Chiefs of the three Villages I 
SaTjage Nations at before mendoned, to con^ taasicAte » 

the Fort ^/Detroit Orders be had juft received tbc 

(the Streight.J Marquis Je FaaJraiL They beard ^ 
tientlv without interrupting bim ; and when be had tniified, 

ddArra?eTwt? hS 
TherPe^^le! 

fei^bSd in°a gre”fer the Copmmndant’s. who ajW 

me to be prefent at this C^ncil wita ^ 
fon. Safleratfi, who is called bv oar 

the Huroi, a^d who is aa«aUy the £ 

ennontate:c who are the true Hurcns, was 
as he is Hill under Age. he only c^e icr . 

when tlmre are any in a Ccanol. At 
fcmblies, one is apt to form a Idea 

that you fee. Madam, a Dozen of Sarag^ 

Hair fet in as many diflerent Forms, and ^ i 

with lac’d Hats on, anderery^ a P:pe m hu MOT tfa. a^ too^ 
ing like People that have no Thought m aU. It 
one drops a Word in a Qiiarw of m pur, 
him by fo much as a Moaofjdlable ■ Nesiier is w— 

Diftinaion, nor Precedency ia , 

another ppinion, when we fee^e Refalt of thw 
Two Poinu were conaoered Bere, wmeh the 
much at Heart. The Sriwa,. to miriie the tm^ 1 " 

contented without any mere Bran^, p 
entirely prohibited by theCocfiOi of 5am ?>e. ^ 

was, to engage all the Nat>«u> aidie vnii* ^ ^ 






juicrriat uj 

Uroy the Outagamis, commonly called hs Rtfnards ftU, f . 
whom they had pardoned Ibme Years befor^ and w 
g ning to commit the fame Outrages as before M T • ' 
firft repeated in few Words, by hfs Interpreter, what 
more fully explained in the firft Aflembly ; Ld the n 
replied in the Name pf the three Villages 
dudion. but went direaiyto the BufineffinH^nd • He"f 
long; Time, and leifurely, Hopping at every Article' m 

mull own ,ir„, ,h„ if i ti fpoLn ,„i hZ I'i' 

of zr'h'o rr 

repeat fo faithfullv A' A Courage to 

f ?p.ms.rS S' cStizZho"XV“'!; rl 

bad expla ned I^raVLn A''''’^. mgemouny, all that the firft 
The no fneft ’ i" Manner, 

the others had fpoken. ^ approve of what 

The Conclufion was, that the Fre«d, if they nleafed mmi , 

^e/ult cf ff “ore Brandy to the Savages'- 
the Council. would have done very well if thev 

-U .W„0. KZ'Sn'ttrr'i uudUil 

cxpolins the DifnrHi-rc rs,-^ r j l ^ f^“ron Orator faid in 

it has done to all the Savag^Nld^V' 

fionanr could not have faid Lre. B^t' heTdLTfhar h ' 
now fo accuflomed tn ir .u ne added, that they were 

from wh^it" as enfv\n^ '^^ '"i^bout it; 

of they wmuldapp^ly w"‘the 

concerned thf- n * ^ ^nghjh. As to what 

couldberelw on bntin *bat nothing 

who acknowlederorjL f T'f 'be Nation! 

W 'fhe^'Suld hS^ tteNefet'/of Sh 

*.viu. Lu„i„a s :jsx .Tr/ui 



f-J This is the Name the Savages give the Gcvemor-General. 
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Knemv, bad granted him Peace without confulting their Allies, 
who could never difeover the Reafons of fuch a Conduft. 

The next Day I went to vifit the two Savage Villages which 
are near the Fort ; and 1 went firft to the 
Hurons. I found all the Matrons, among 
whom was the Great Crrandmother Safer ntjt^ 
much afHiacd to fee themfelves fo long de- 
Drived of Spiritual Helps. Many Things which 
« ' I heard at the fame Time, confirmed me in 

the Opinion I had before entertained, that feme private Interell* 
were fhe only Obllacles to the Defues of thefe good 
It is to be hoped that the laft Orders of the Council of he Ma- 
rine will remove thefe Oppofitions. M. de ^onti affured me that 
he was eoine to labour at it efFe<^ually (b). 

Tirol Jo conduaed me to this Village allured me. that 
without the i/«row, the other Savages would be ftarv^. Thu 
is certainly not the Fault of the L.and they poffefs : With very 
little Cultivation it would yield them Necefiaries . Fifhing 
alone would fupply a good Part, and this requires little Labour. 
But fince they have got a Relilh for Brandy, they think of no- 
thing but heaping up Skins, that they may have wherewithal 
to git drunk. The Hurons, more laborious, of inore Fore- 
fight, and more ufed to cultivate the Earth, ad with greater 
Prudence, and by their Labour are in a Condition not only to 
fubfift without any Help, but alfo to feed others ; but this indeed 
they will not do without fome Recompence ; for amongll their 
good Qualities we muft not reckon Difmtereftednefs. 

^ I was Hill better received by the Infidel Pouieouatarms, than by 
, the CMHian Httrons. Thefe Savages are the 
His Reception hy fingft jvfen of : They are moreover 

Pouteouata- of a very mild Difpofition, and were always 
mis. our Friends. Their Chief, OnanguicOy treated 

me with a Politenefs which gave me as good an Opinion of his 
Underftanding, as the Speech which he made in the Council : 
He is really a Man of Merit, and' entirely in our Interell. 

As I returned through a Quarter of the Huron Village, 1 law 
a Company of thefe Savages, who appeared very eager at Play.. 
1 drew near, and faw they were Paying at the Game of 
Dith This is the Game of which thefe People are fpndeft. At 
this 'they fometimes lofe their Reft, and in fome l^eafure their 
Reafdn. At this Game they hazard all they poflefs, and many 
do not leave off till they are almoft ftripped quite naked, and 
till they, have loft all they have in their Cabins. Some have 

(b) The mrni of the Streight have at Uft obtained a Miffionary, who hat 
revived among them their former Fervor* 

been 
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been known to flake their Liberty for a Time n/IitrJ. c n 

World Game ; for there are no Men inihe 

World more jealous of their Liberty than the Savages. 

The Game of the Dijh, which they alfo call the Game of the 
The Game of ** O”!/ play’d by two Perfons • 

the Dilh, or of has fix or eight little Bones, which at 

the little Bones. ^ I, -Apricot Stones ; they are of 

them rlor#>K I * • ^ Shape and Bignefs ; But upon viewing 

tu/o^ • ^ ^ that they had fix unequal Surfaces the 

Sng ihf G ? ‘^elfo^^'rhey mTe S jump‘d? by 

Han'ds"?A?Si-‘''^V^ “P - Air withThdr 

wins five ■ one Colour, he who plays 

l»r. 4”ei "Ihe Vte t.SKetn^ 

w At w ™ ^ Number wins nothing. ^ 

his PlacAA*”* Game, continues playing ; The Lofer gives 

the SdX ot; ^ people poflefled, and 

ConKr4lk t?r^^^ athoufand 

Partv r ^ Bones, load the Spirits of the adverfc 

HowBngs. Tran "thil’ do'^ ‘""T 

I^ofers mavnutoff firip rwover their Luck, the 

a rmall TrS ISpaV 

vokes'hifMuTTndA/''“''T‘° ‘>:f, Engagement. Each in- 
Honour. They alk hfmlT® 

As foon as Dav ^op. lucky Dreams. 

^ey do not want Refl.^ ^ * playmg 



It 






Supcrftitious U/c 
of this Game for 
the Cure oj Difem- 
ptrs 



J'rcrirls in ]\vrth /inuriCA- 

it happ^J's fomctiines that thefe Parties of Play are made bv 
^ OT'der of the Phvriciaii, or at the Requcil oi 

the Sick. 'I'herc needs no more for this 
Purpofe than a Dream of one or the other. 
'Phis Dream is always taken for the Order of 
feme Spirit; and then they prepare -them* 
felves for Plav with a great deal of Care, aipmble ior fev^ 

ral Nights to try, ani to fee who has the Uickieft Hand. 1 hey 
confult their Genii, they fart, the married Perfons oblervc Con- 
tinence ; and all to obtain a favourable Dream. Every Mov- 
ing they relate what Dreams they have had, and of all the 
d’hings they have dreamt of, which they thipk Ih^ky ; and they 
make a Collcaion of all, and put them into Jittle Bags which they 
carry about with them and if any one has the Reputation of 
being lucky, that /V, in the Opinion of thefe People, of having a 
familiar Spirit more powerful, or more inclined to do Good, 
they never fail to make him keep near him who holds the Dilh ; 
They even go a great Way Ibmetimes to fetch him ; and it 
through Age, or any Infirmity, he cannot w^alk, they .will carry 

him on their Shoulders. ^ ^ r 

' They have often preifed v)ie MifTionaries to be prefent at thefe 
Game?, as they believe their Guardian Genii are the inoft 
powerful. It happened one Day in a Huriii Village, that a licic 
Krfon having fent for a Juggler, this Quack prcfcribed the 
C,Km^ oi the Dijh, and appointed a Village at foine Diftance 
from the fick Perfon’s, to play at. She immediatelyfent to afli 
Leave of the Chief of the Village It was granted : They 
played ; and when they had done playing, the iicic Perfon gave; 
a great many Thanks to the Players for having cared her, as Ihe 
faid. But there was nothing of d ruth in all^this : On the con- 
trary, (he was worfe ; but one mull always 'appear fatisfied, 
even when there is the leall Caufe to be fo. , . r 

The ill Humour of this Woman and her Regions tell upon 
the Miflionaries, who had refufed to affirt at the Game, notvGtli- 
llanding all the importunities they ufed to engage them : And 
in their Anger for the little Complaifhnce they (hewed on this 
Occafion, they t6ld them, by Way of Reproach, that fmee their 
Arrival in this Country, the Genii of the Savages had lolt their 
Power. Thefe Fathers did not faij to take Advantage of this 
ConfefTion, to make thefe Inndels fenfible of the Weaknefs of 
their Dekies, and of the Superiority of the God of the Chrij- 
tians. But befides that on thefe Occafions it is rare that they 
are well enough dilpofed to hear Reafon, thefe Barbari mis re- 
ply coldly, “ You have your Gods, and we have our’s ’Fis a 
Misfortune for us that they are not fo powerful as your’s. 

A a The 
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might make ^oif Sot^rks ^7 "'here a Bo. 

bates greatly to it • But there is in thi7pf 
which, joined to the Mildnefs of ihl ^ of Soil; 

which the San has to warm the Earth mn the Liberty 

becaufe the Country is mor,. ^^^th more than m other Places. 

the Plants have more Virtue hereThan^'^^* that 

One of my Cahoe Mriatdy 

0/ >h. Flea- meet with every whe^ “ani'S 

and its Ef. Wedge of which is /ery neceC f'r 

never yet\ea”rd k hS ^ 

cannot take too much Care to Ihun i\ ^Th^' . ‘’^eaufe we 

Plant ; but this Name does not fnffi • i “ ^’'e FUa- 

produces. Its EfFefts are more or kfIT 
Conftitution of thofe who touch it to the 

whom It has no Effed at all • h.ir «l'i ^^®te are fome Perfons on 
are feized with a violent kvt k"? l°°king on it 
and which is accompanie fifteenVs; 

Hands, and a great Itching all over 

on others only when they touch k",n^^® 7• ^ffeS 

pears all over like a Le7er " L'’" Party a.feded ap. 

loft the Ufeof their Hands by it 

Pm It as yet but Patience IfreV ^ Ti?"' Remedy 

dtPappear. t-anence. After fome Time all the Symptoms 

There grow alfo in the Strait Lemon ■ l 

Of the Lemons f"'’ Fruit of which have 'the' sLne"'1 
the Strait. of thofe of PonZal 

cellentin Conferve.'‘'’TheR7ot°I/,V^ ' e7 

very fubtile Poifon, and at the fame T** ** ^ deadly and 

affainft the Bite of Serpents Tr^^ “ Povereign Antidote 
dtredlly to the Wounr I'his RemeH 

and never fails. On both Sides Effedt inftantly. 

Pay, preferves all its Beautv for !l*^ Strait the Country, as they 
after svhich they find fel er tuk • 

fbe^’r' the End of five or fix Teav r° 

the Lake Erie to the South Wert ^®?nes, inclining towards 

e«end above a hundred Te,-’ vaft Meadows which 

prodigious Humberof thofe Ca7le wT*^^!, which feed a 

cd feveral Times. ^ ^^ve already menticn- 

I am. Sec. 
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LETTER XVII. 

f'aricus Ronarks on the CharaSier, Cujioms, and Gownment of tht 

Savages, 

Madam, ^t Detroit Strait), June 14. 

A fter I had clofed my laft Letter, and given it to a 
Perfon^who was going down to S^eiec, 1 prepared myfeli 
to continue my Journey, and in Faft, I embarked the next Day, 
but I did liot go far, and by the Want of Precaution in my Con- 
duflors, I am returned here to Fort Pontchartrain, where I fear I 
lhall be obliged to flay yet feveral Days. Thefe are Difappoint- 
ments which we muft expeft with the Canadian Travellers, they 
are never in Hafte, and are very negligent in taking their Mea- 
fures. But as we muft make the beft of every Thing, I lhall 
take Advantage of this Delay, to begin to entertain you with the 
Government of the Savages, and of their Behaviour in public Af- 
fairs. By this Knowledge you will be better able to judge of 
what I fltall haveOccafion to fay to you hereafter ; but I lhall 
not fpeak very largely on thisSubjea; Firft, becaufe the Whole 
is not very interefting : Secondly, becaufe I will write nothing 
to you but what is fupported by good Teftimony, and it is not 
eafy to find Perfons whofe Sincerity is entirely unfufpefted, at 
leaft of Exaggeration ; or who may not be fuipefted of having 
given Credit too lightly to all they heard ; or who have Difcern- 
ment enough to take Things in a right View, which requires a 
long Acquaintance with the Country, and the Inhabitants. I 
lhall fay nothing of my own on this Article, and this will pre- 
vent ipe from following a regular Series in what I lhall fay. But 
it will not be difficult for you to collea and make a pretty re- 
gular Whole of the Remarks which I lhall interfperfe in my 
Letters, according as I receive them. 

It muft be acknowledged. Madam, that the nearer View we 
^ „ - take of our Savages, the more we difcover in 

fhe Savages of valuable Qualities. The chief 

Canada are more Principles by which they_ regu- 

eajily to be convert- Conduft, the general Maxims by 

ed than the more Cl- govern themfelves, and the Bot- 

vilitud Nations. Charafler, have nothing which 

appears barbarous. Furthermore, the Ideas, though quite con- 
fuffid, which they have retained of a firft Being ; the Traces, tho’ 
almoft elfaced, of a religious Worlhip, which they appear to 

Aa 2 have 
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i So 

^ave rendered formerly to this Supreme Dcitv • nnA ik r 
Wlarks, whicl. we obferve, even in^theirmoft i vJiff "rl 
of the anuent Belief, and the primitive Religion maC 
them more eaiily than we think, into the Waf of ’ t? ^ 

make their Conva fion to to 

than that of .note civilized Nltions. In Fad w^ iXn f 

af.ro si':', Tr ,T'ti*o » 5 

G,ijoi i„v. ,-ao, „o;™„rof so^r^ir;” 

*;.vo .>» 

I he greateft Part the People of this Continent have a Kind 
J Gena-nl Idea Government, which varies ah 

'‘■'I'-n- Infinity. For alilio’ each t illage has 

.its Chief, who is independent of all the o- 

s«i.joa,,iop-o„d r„ VO,; ft T'hif”! tSoSf row;-';; 

any Importance is concluded without the Advd« of tL Ide-f 

0.1.0, pho.., .i boi.nsf.s ,s “,^0.““ .If 

iViany Nations have each three Families, or principal Tribes, 
rh Dtvijto/ts t« all Probability, as their Oti- 

<f the Nations in- §*“■ ^ hey are ueverthelefs derived front the 

so Tribes. ’ame Stock, and there is on«r, who is looked 

eminence over the ‘ a Sort of Pre- 

/Xr! Xre fs £t ° Tribe Bre- 

Thefc Tribes t^.e '*’9' each other CenJIm. 

it. Chirfin being confounded, each has 

ecru the whrle ’ and in the Affairs which con- 

thcL , Chiefs, aflemble to deliberate 
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on it, unlefs fome particular Reafons make them fubftitutc 

Thus the Nation is the Nation of tU Porcuphr. Its 

lira Tribe bears the Name of the Bear, or of the Rm-Buci. Au- 
thors differ abbut this. The two others have taken for their 
Animals, the trolf and the T’ortoi/e. In Ihort, each Village has 

alfo its own Animal ; and probably it is this \ ^lety which has 

occafioned fo many Millakes in the Authors of Relations. Fur- 
thermore, it is proper to obferve, that befides thefe DilUnflions 
of Nations, Tribes, and Villages, by Animals, there are yet 
others which are founded upon fome Cuftom, or on fome 
particular Event. For Inftance, the Tiennontatex Hurons, who 
are of the firft Tribe, commonly call themfelves the Nation of 
Tobacco ; and we h.ive a Treaty, in which thefc SaVaps, who 
were then at Michillimakhmc, have put for their Mark the Figure 

"^^The Iroquois Nation have the fame Animals as the Ffaroa, of 
which it appears to be a Colony ; yet with 
Ob/er'vation on this Difference, that the Family of theTor- 
the Names of the joife is divided into two, which they call the 
treat and the little Tortoife. The Chief of 
each Family bears the Name of it, and in 
they never give him any other. It is the fame in P- . . • 

Chief of the Nation, and of each Village. But befides this 
Name, which is, as I may fay, only a Reprefentation, they hiave 
another which diftinguilhes them "toij Particularly, and which 
is, as it were, a Title of Honour. Thus one is cidled the tmft 
noble, another the mojl antient, &c. Lailly, J . , 

Name which is perfonal ; but I am apt to ‘hat this u 

ufed among the Nations, where the Rank of Chief is hereditary. 

The conferring or giving thefe Titles, is always performed 
with great Ceremony. The new Chief, or if he is too young, 

he who reprefents him, mull make a *But 

fpcak the Elogium of his Predeceffor, and fing his Song. But 
tLre are fome^ perfonal Names fo famous, that no one d^es to 
affume them ; or which, at lead, remain =t fg ^ime before 
they are re-alTumed : When they do it, they call it, raifing from 
the Dead thePerfon who formerly had that Name. 

In the North, and in all Places where Poo Algonqmr, language 
prevails, the Dignity o^f Cb*ef is eleftive , 
all the Ceremony of the Eleftion and In- 
ftallation confills in Feafts, accompanied with 
Dances and Songs. The Chief eleded 
never fails to make the Panegyrick of him 
whofe Place he takes, and to invoke his Genius. Amongll ^e 
■Hurons, where this Dignity is hereditary, the Succeffion is. con- 



Of the Succef- 
Jtojij and of the 
EkSlion of the 
Chiefs. 
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ThS •‘.'““•l.of,,, 

“vhofe^'t ' ' " 

iSSfe! THSe ‘LTCK: :i 

«o[ of A J" \h"y 

¥ - the Na„.e of t f ^ who%«g 

W=iv= a„, g , M.r WReriV "Sj’i;''!? "“<■■ ''• « 

^eyed, it n becaufe they knowf how far their r ^ 
ha.ve Force. It is true ajfo, that t^v cZr. V will 

(,lian command, and that thf>u n <^ntreat or propofe, rather 
■'Me Ajthoriti ’hf/uU‘'Vhr;T«e f”' '““-‘‘O? ie 
and the Government is the more effeaual^ g that governs ; 
dnore voluntary, and that there is no F^! ’ ^’’'"dienceis 

V?tp 'Tvranny. ' f^ar of jts degenerating 

..!?. :iril?;"thf " 'r*' P 

cif y obliged to ,'S.”carl"|V J'"''' ^■>”"<ill"«'“e”i>;: 
belohgt .othea. to di„a how ft i,'",; T™!"''' i' 

Reception of them into this Office employed. The ffift 

t^tey do not give Notice of t Me ^ ’ u • Council ; but 

Rleaion or Inhallation of a f hief 1 *“ 

Vomen name the Counfellors -.’nyt ei tne/fgyyayy N.ations, the 
«(heir own Sex. "“"tt^tlors, and tJ.ey often chufc Perfons of 

This Body of Counfellors, or Affifinto • , r o 

Or tU Body of Rcond is that of the ^IdVrs ' 

il>^£/ders. ^ f^y, of all who have ItttSl? , '^1 

¥)h Age is. The laft is”hat of the 

If that are able to b^r Ar^ If comprehends 

Kead the Chief of the Nation or of ,'• ®Iten at its 

' ave diftinguilhed himfelf C--ft’bv fom°T i^n-’ he mull 
ts obliged to ferve as a tbaheS /r''" «therwife 

mon Soldier, for there is no otherTmik''- " 

Savages. ^ank m the Armies of the 

^ great Party may indeed have feveral Chiefs K e , 

/Sfhe. gtt’C this Title to all thoffi wh^h 
commanded; but thev are , u 

<’«vvwi,h,.fii“4‘-rhrs liSE 

neither 
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htiihcr reward nor puniih, whofc Soldiers may leave him \vhci! 
they pleafe, without his having a Right to fay any Thing tA 
them on that Account, and who ncverthelefs is fcarce ev'er coii- 
tradided. So true is it, that amongft Men who govern thefn- 
fclves by Reafon, and are guided by Honour ana a Zeal fdv 
their Country, Independence does not delhoy Subrtrdi nation*, 
and that a free and voluntary Obedience is generally the moH td 
be depended on. For the reft, the Qualities’ required in a Wat- 
Chief, are to be fortunate, brave, and difinterefted. It is hot 
ftrange, that they fhouldobey without Difficulty a Man in whonl 
thefe three Charaders are known to be united. 

The Women have the principal Authority among all the Peo- 

'T'/ P. . f pie of the //jww; Language, if we except the 
. o^.er y Iroquois Canton of Onneyouthy where it is al- 
th^ Women, nfome^ terLte between the Sexes. But if this is 
their Law, their Pradice is fcldom conform- 
able to it. In RealitVj the Men acquaint the Women onl<' with 
what they pleafe to let them know, and an important Alfair is 
feldom communicated to them, though all is tranfacled in th«f 
Name, and the Chiefs are only their Lieutenants. 

What I told you, Madam, of the Great Grandmother of tli5 
hereditary Chief of the Hurons of the Strait, who could ne- 
ver obtain a Miffionary for her Village, is a good Proof that the 
real Authority of the Women is confined to I'cry narrow Li- 
mits ; yet I have been allured, that they deliberate firfc oh 
what is propofed in tr.e Council, and afterwards they give the 
Refult of their Deliberation to the Chiefs, who make a Repori^ 
of it to the general Council, compofed of the Elders : Btit 
feems very probable, that all this is done for Form, and with the 
Reftriftions I have mentioned. The Warriors confult alf<5 
among themfelves on every Thing in their Department, but they 
can conclude nothing of Importance, or that concerns the Na- 
tion or the Village. Every Thing muft be examined and de- 
termined in the Council of the Elders, who giv'e the final De- 
cree. 

It muft be acknowledged that they proceed in thefe AfTemblicJ 

cfL iirrj ^ Prudence, Maturity, Ability, and 

TheWifdom of j 

1 7eje ounct s, bity, as would have done Honour to the 
Areopagus of Athius^ and the Senate of Rcm€y in the moft floe- 
rilhing Times of thofe Republics. The Reafon is, that they 
conclude nothing haftily, and that the ftrong Paffiono v/hicli have 
made fuch Alterations in the Syftems of Policy, even amongit 
Chriftians^ have not yet prevailed in thefe Savages over the Pub- 
lic-Good. The Parties concerned do not fail to employ fecret 
Springs, and fuch Intrigue to accomplifh their Defigns, that 
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one would fcarce believe could enter into the Thoughts nf ( i 
Barbarians. It is alfo true, that they poflefs, i„ theiilhe-l ' 
gree, tlie great Art of concealing iheir Pr^ceeLVs ^ p! 
n>oft Part, the Glory of the Nation, and ^hrMctlves of R ' 
nour, are the chief Springs of all their Undertaking's Wf°’ 
we cannot excufe in them, is, that generally they place ’?1I tht’ 

Honour in revenging themfelves, and give no bSt’ 
Revenge : A Fault which U/.,-^w/aIone can throu^M^ 
form, and which all our Politenefs and o.,r ,j" . 
always corrcft. "" Religion does not 

Each Tribe lias i ts Orator in every Village, and there are few 
Of the Orators. ^ele Orators who have a Right to fpcak 

Me of .he of ,horS''.i'’;>ov E '’S 

One would think that People, who we may fay have no Pof- 
Of the Interefts eitner public or private, and who 

of thefe People. A>«bition to extend themfelves, 

remain without Adlion, and is ingenious in hndin? itfelf Em 

A«e^nt°o"n*^T*^'n with a Dign’it)^ an 

Tf even venture to fay with an AbilitvT tvorthy 

than th^feem^’w be"' f u j- fometimes more fo 

tnan tuey leem to be ; for thofe they depute for thefe Purnofes 

rhe/,',y«^„ Nation has for the two laft Ages made the greateft 
The Policy of in Canada. By their SuccIfTes in 

the Iroquois. «ave gained over the greateft Part 

»™ve,,„m.f. ,„di„.HgE: vrz[s:;’t:‘izzM 

more 






travels in North Amerka. 185 

lYiore to render them formidable, than the Advantage of their 
Situation ; which they foon difcovered, and knew very well 
how to take Advantage of it. Placed between us and the Eng^ 
lijhy they foon conceived that both Nations would be obliged to# 
court them ; and it is certain that the principal Attention of 
both Colonies, fince their Settlement, has been to gain them, or 
at lead to engage them to remain neuter : Being perfuaded on 
their Part, that if one of thefe Nations Ihould prevail over the 
other, they Ihould foon be opprefTed, they have found the Se« 
cret to balance their Succeffes ; and if we conilder that all their 
Forces joined together have never amounted to more than five 
or fix thoufand fighting Men, and that long ago they were di- 
minifhed above half, one mud acknowledge that they could not, 
with fo fmall a Power, have fupported thcmfelves as they have 
done, but by great Skill and Addrefs. 

As to what relates to private Perfons, and the particular Con- 
^ cerniof the Villages, thefe are reduced to a 

Of the Govern- ^ fmall Compafs, and are foon decided. 
ment of the EU- Authority of the Chiefs does not ex- 

tend, or very rarely extends, fo far ; and ge- 
nerally thofe who have any Reputation, are employed only for 
the Public. A fingle Affair, however trifling it may be, is a 
long Time under Deliberation. ^ Every Thing is treated of 
with a great deal Circumfpedlion, and nothing is decided 
till they have heard every one who defires it. If they have 
made a Prefent under Hand to an Elder, to fccure his Vote, 
they are fure to obtain it when the Prefent is accepted. It was 
fcarce ever heard that a Savage failed in an Engagement of this 
Kind ; but he does not take "it eafily, and he never receives with 
both Flands.. The young People enter early into the Know- 
ledge of Bufinefs, which renders them ferious and mature in an. 
Age in which we are yet Children ; This interefts them in the 
Public Good from their early Youth, and infpires them with an 
Emulation, which is cherifhed with great Care, and from which 
there is Reafon to expeft the greateft Things.^ 

The greateft Dcfed of this Government, is, that there is no 
o-r ^ Punifhment for Crimes among thefe People. 

TfjeDefeSis of j^deed this Defedl has not the fame Confe- 
the Govermnent. auences here, which it would have with us : 
The great Spring ot our PafTions, and the principal Source of 
the Diforders which moft difturb civil Society, that is to fayy 
Self-Intereft, having fcarce any Power over People, who never 
think of laying up Riches, and who take little Thought for the 

Morrow. , . „ ^ £ 

They may alfo juftly be reproached with their Manner of 
bringing up their Children. They know not what it is to chai- 
^ ^ B b tife 
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life them : Whilft they are little^ they fay they have no Reafon • 
and the Savages are not of the Opinion, that Punifhment pro^ 
motes Underftanding, When they are. old enough to reafon 
they fay that they are Mailers of their own Adlions, and that 
they are accountable to no Perfon for them. They carry thefc 
two Maxims fo far, as to fuffer themfelves to be ill ufed by 
drunken People, without defending themfelves, for Fear of 
hurting them. If you endeavour to ffiew them the Folly of this 
Condufl, they fay. Why Jhould hurt themP They krurw not 
nvhat they do. 

In a Word, Americans are entirely convinced that Man is 
born free, that no Power on Earth has any Right to make any 
Attempts againll his Liberty, and that nothing can make him 
Amends for its Lofs, We have even had much Pains to unde- 
ceive thofe converted to Chriftianiiy on this Head, and to make 
them underftand, that in Confequence of the Corruption of our 
Nature, which is the EfFedl of Sin, an unrehrainecf Liberty of 
doing Evil differs little from a Sort of Neceffity of commits 
It, confidering the Strength of the Inclination, which carries us 
to it ; and that the Law which rellrains us, brings us nearer to 
our firll Liberty, in feeming to deprive us of it. Happily for 
them, Experience does not make them feel in many material 
Articles all the Force of this Bias, which produces in other 
Countries fo many Crimes. Their IQnowledge being more con- 
fined than our’s, their Defires are ftill more fo. Being ufed 
only to the fimple Neceffaries of Life, which Providence has 
fufficiently provided for them, they have fcarce any Idea of Su- 
perfluity, 

After all, this Toleration, and this Impunity, is a great Dif- 
©rder. There is alfo another, in the Deleft of Suhordinatibn, 
which appears in the Public, and ftill nfore fo in Domeftic Con- 
cerns, where every one does what he pleafes ; where the Father, 
Mother, and Children, often live like People met together by 
Chance, and who are bound by no Obligations to each other ; 
where the young People treat of the Affairs of the Family with- 
out communicating any Thing of it to their Parents, no more 
than if they were Strangers ; where the Children are brought 
np in an entire Independence, and where they accuftora them- 
felves early not to hearken either to the Voice of Nature, or the 
jnoft indifpenfable Duties of Society. 

If in the Nations that are moil prudently governed, and which 
are reftrained by the Reins of a moil holy Religion, we dill fee 
fomeof thofe Monlters which are a Difgrace to Human Nature, 
th^ at leaft create Horror, and the Laws fupprefs them : But 
what is only the Crime of a private Perfon, when it is attended 
witli PuniOiment, becomes rtie Crime of the Nation that leaves 

» it 
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it unpuniftied. as even Parricide itfelf is among the Savages 
Were it ftill more uncommon than it is, this Impumty is ot 
which nothing can efface, and which appem entirely barba- 
rous. There^are, however, in all .this, fome Exceptions, which 
I (hall mention prefently ; but, in general, fach is the Spint 

that prevails among our Savages. ^ m i ^ 

T^ey are not only perfuaaed that a Perfon who is not in his 
^ , right Senfes is not to be reprehended, or at 

The Principles be pnnilhed ; but they imagine 

alfo, that it is unworthy of a M “ defend 
himfelf againft a Woman or a Child ; but it 

-'V is always underftood, where there is no Dan- 

«er of Life, or of being maimed ; yet Cafe, ri it is 

foffible, th^y get away. But if a Savage kills another belong- 
fngto hisCaL. if he is drank, (and they often counterfeit 
Dfunkennefs when they intend to commit fuch ^ 

Confequence is, that they pity and weep for the Dead. J: 

Misfortune, (they fay) theMurdererktuoxs mlnnhathedtd. 

If he did it in cool Blood, they readily conclude that he h^ 
«ood Reafons for coming to this Extremity : If it is plain he 
hadnone.it belongs to thofe of his Cabin, as the only Perfons 
concerned, to punilh him : They may put him to Death, bu. 
they feldom do it ; and if they do. it is without any Form of 
lu(^ice ; fo that his Death has lefs the Appearance of a lawful 
Puni(hment than the Revenge of a private Perfon. 
a Chief will be glad of the Opportunity 
Subieft. In a Word, the Crime is not punilhed in a M^ner 
that fatisfies Juftice, and which ellabliflies the public Peace 

^"An*^AflhffmatIon which affefts feveral Cabins, would al- 
always have bad Confequenccs. Oftentimes there J^o 

more to fet a whole Village in a Flame, and f ® 

tion : For which Reafon, on thefe Occafions, the Council of the 
Elders negled no Means to reconcile the Parues betimes ; and 
if they fucceed, it is commonly the Public who make - the Pre- 
fents,and take all the Meafuresto appeafe the family '‘"ended. 
The fpeedy Punilhment of the Guilty, would ^ once put an End 
to the Affair; and if the Relations of the Dead can get the 
Murderer in their Power, they may punilh him as th^ pleaie ; 
but the People of his Cabin think it is not for their Honour to 
facrificehim; and often the Village, or the Nation, does not 
think it proper to conftrain them to do it. ^ ^ 

I have read in a Letter of Father Brebeuf, f\iO lived ^ngft 
„ , „ the Hurons, that they ufed to punift Murder 

/fo-iv/^rHurons Manner. They laid the dead Body 

puniped Murder. ^ p^ics, at the Top of a Cabin, and the 

^ B b z Murderer 
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vour of having his Food freed from this Poifon^ bufthJlff 

|7wtzrf;-S“ 

Jiim whofe Place he f and foon makes them forget 

Jioever ,s fufp^ed of Sorcery is fafe no where j they even 
Pur’Jhment of >^nem undergo a Sort of Torture to 

Magicians. oblige them to diicover their Accomnlices 

nilhment of Prifonifof wS ^ ^r fh® condemned to the Pu’ 
is firll a&ed ivh,Vh p 1 j ^ Confent of his Family 

treat much in the fa^. burnt. They 

Families, and common^ it^^^rr*^ p tJiflionour their 

linquent. ^ Family that executes the De- 

Among the J/nrons, who were much inclined to fleal, and 
Regulation for )- ,° T” dexteroufly, that our moll ftill- 
Things found. '“1 Pick-pockets would think it an Honour 

out the Thief 1 allowed when they found 

Holen but alfo m e ^ what he had 

>"J » 4 L^t'K”L7a■TP”•' "’?•»“■” "" 

his having the Libertv tn "u k-hildren, quite naked, without 
prevent all the DiS •* u® Ref,llance. And to 

agreed on certain Po^nr, "J*gbt arife on this Subjedl, they 

Inftance, cveTy they have always obferted. For 

ment, belonged to the^lW but a Mo- 

had not claimed Jr h<.f *bat found' it, provided the Lofer 

Teftore it. whirl? ^ Finders, they were obliged to 

tlifficult to decide • Th^ Difputes that were pretty 

Kind. ^ following is a f.ngular Inftance of this 
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& A Woman whofe whole Stock confided in a Collar 
A good old Woman^ wh^ 

j 4 Jingular In- Crowns, carried it always with her in a 

/Tancf of a I'hing Qne Day as Ihe was working in 

found. the Field, Ihe hung her Bag upon a Tree ; 

Wom.„ SLbk Opp«“ 

flie ^d made » g°o belonged to her ; that it was llie who 

T?e other Party replied, that there was no judging of Inten- 

uiiom incrc «n Arbitrator, who was the Chiei 

.. r.y, h., the Bag be taaei 

cuntnaneea ,,J * Xe ?t 'oTc, that claims it, and 

“ With Avarice, '"“f p ^hich the otlier is indif- 

‘‘ J?ofSve,^th? th^S‘5 

^'fXEpeopie- 

nour than by any other ivioi . T have faid before 

fbUtas Xe Power to P««« if 'fe ‘sibS.i"“'”e 

gilHliisasH 

“'BuTifrveiy certain, that Impunity has not always P«vailed 
amongft them as it has done m thefe latter 
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Miffionaries have IHII found feme Traces of the antJ^nf »• 
with which ,hcy .fed to ftppeefe Crime. Thrf, 
looked upon as a Blot which dilhonoured a Family an j j, 
one h.d . Righ, » w.n. away the Suin with <h™ 

Delinquent. Father Brebeuf one Day faw a voumr N “ C 

Tnd ft ^ to ienS 

and afked him why he commuted fuch Violence,' 

“ Sifter, replied the Savage. Ihe is guiltrof ThS 
;; will expiate by her Death! the Difgale £ has bSt ul! 

me and all my Family.*’ My Letter is juft nov^SLiT 
and I conclude with my Afliirances of being. ^ ^ ^ ’ 



Tour\ Sec. 



letter XVIII. 

Madam, MichillimAkinac, 7«w 30. 

i/KS,5fi‘^s:ss- 

Departure froa, accompanied with a Deluge of Rain, ob- 
Detroit. ^tged me to go aftiore very wet. and we 

pearld to L go^fon bot^SideT ^aS 

Kighf a^nSf "ft"*^ trWa^ with 'on 

of wSfh is S^wiFf ‘f’ E"tta„« 

without meeting any Fall wMc^i “t Leagues 

Country I coufd noT le^afnStTfeme: 

£JNo?rEaft • frem^h^^^^^ Traverfe, is 

R-K ‘® South for four LeaguLlTthVEnfor^h-^h^^^f^ 

Right Hand we find a Village of Mi^r ^ r ^ 

Sou .. ,hc E„™«of femf..,, sfej^ranX^hra 

agreeable 
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agreeable Situation that can be feen. From thence to Lake 
Huron they reckon twelve Leagues, and the Country is all the 
wl? charging. It is a magnificent Canal as ftrait as a Line, 
boSered with lofty Woods, divided by fine Meadows, 
fprinkledwithlfiands, fome of which We 

fteer here North North Eaft, and at the Entrance of Lake Hu~ 
ron. the Courfe is North for twelve Leagues further. 

In croffing Lake St. Claire, I had in my Canoe a young Savage 
ftrong and vigorous, and on the Strength of 
TbePahtstheyoung Arms, i much depended, in granting 

Salvages take to a- the Paffage which he afked of me; but 

dornthemfeheso Afiiftance. In Recompence 

he diverted me much, till a Storm which rofe over our Heads, 
began to make me uneafy. This young Man had been at his 
Toilet before he embarked, and he did imt give three Street 
with his Oar, but he took his Looking Glafs to fee if ^e Mo- 
tion of his Arms had not difordered the dreffing of his Hair; or 
if the Sweat had not altered the Figures he had drawn on his 
Face with Red, and other Colours, with which he had painted 

^Tk?ow not whether he did not hope to arrive at the Village of 
the MiJP/aguex before Night, to be prefent at fome Feaft, but we 
could n^gofo far. The Storm began juft as we got to an Iftand 
at the End of the Traverfe of the Lake, and we were forced to 
ftav there. The young Savage however did not ajppcar to be 
much difconcerted at this Difappointment, for thefe People are 
cafily reconciled to every Accident : Perhaps alfo he only intend- 
ed to fhew himfelf to us in all his Finery ; but if this was his 
Defign he loft his Labour, I had feen him a few Days before m 

Ws Ltural Appearance, and liked him much better than with 

this odd Mixture of Colours, which had coll him inuch Pam.. 
We fee few Women paint their Faces here, but the Men, and 
efpecially the young ones, arc very curious in this Ornament . 
There are fome who^mploy lialfaDay in painting themfelves m 
this Manner only to go from Door to Door to be looked at, and 
whoSZ migSily faffed with th.atfdvaa, .!.»• Nobody ha. 

*^’weToterrf'ukc Hur.it the twentieth, about ten in Ae 
Morning. And we prefently had the Dxverfion of filhing for 
V^col. The next Day, in Spite of the Thunder, which 
gruibled all the Day, but which was ‘^tisfied with threatening 
us, I advanced near twenty-five Leagues on ‘be Lake, but the 
twenty.third a thick Fog, which hindered us from ^ 

PacesEefore our Canoe, obliged us to go more (lowly, ^ 

failed.on a rocky Bottom, which in many 
with half a Foot Water : It extends a great Way into the LaU, 
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Md is ten Leagues long: Our Canadiam call it Us Pa, s PL, 
(the Flat Country. ) ^ 

The next Day we gained the Bay of Saguinam, which is five or 
The Situation of 5 * ‘he Mouth, and thirty 

Michillimaki- „ P‘ V®. have a Village in the 

nac. Bottom of this Bay, which they fay is a very 

„ r u- -- hne Country. From thence to ' 

we fee nothing fine, no more Vines, bad Woods, and very HttU 
ame. 7 en Leagues above the Bay of Saguinam we fee two met 
ty large Rivers a League diftant from each other, and four nr 
five Leagues farther the Bay of Tonnerre (Thunder Bay), which is 
s'f JLeagueswideatits Entrance, and has but little Depth 
MiMUmakinac ( a) is 430 30 Minutes North Latitude, and thr 
Courfe, which is a ico Leagues from the Mouth of theStraIr 
coafting the Weft Side of Lake Huron, is almoft North. I arrived 
‘wenty-eighth at this Poll, which is much declined fince 
M de la Matte Cadillac drew to Detroit the greateft Part of the 

faTo ? r n '^O’ecially the Hurons. Sevl 

ral have followed them, others have difperfed tliem- 

nIV of ; there is only here a middling Vil- 

^ for Peltry, becaL it 

^^"'Jezvous of many of the Savage Na- 
PhcFortis preferved, and the Houfe of the Miffionaries 
who are not much employed at prefent, having never found much 

fence neceffary, in a Place where one muft often treat with our Al- 
lies, to exercife their Miniftry among the French, who come hi- 
ther in great Numbers. I have been alTured, that fince thesS- 
tfoment of D^rmV, and the Difperfion of the Savages occafion- 
ed thereby, many Nations of the North who ufed to bring their 
Peltries hither, have taken the Route of Hud/on’s Bay, VTc 
River^e«,-&,„ and go there to trade with the Pnglsihi bht M 
de la Motte could by no Means forefee this Inconvenience, finVe 
« ‘!'en in Poflefiion of Hudfon's Bay. 

Trid/ Michillimakinac is very advantageous for 

Trade. This Port is between three great Lakes; Lale MidL 
gan, which IS three Hundred Leagues in Compafs, without 

i tKeTHfnd? “ ’ Lake Huron, which 

is trianf^l.r ^ d fifty Leaguesin Circumference, and which 

Lcatrucs" Upper which is five Hundred 

i-cagucs. All three arc navigable for the largeft Barks and 

the two firft are only feparated by a little Strait,^ which has alfo 
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Water enough for fome Barks which may ftill fail without any 
Obftacle through all the Lake Erie till they come to Niagara. It 
is true there is no Communication between Lake Huron, and the 
Upper Lake, but by a Canal of twenty-two Leagues, much en- 
cumbered with Falls or Torrents ; but thefe Torrents do not hin- 
der the Canoes from coming to unload at Michillimakinac, every 
Thing that can be got from the Upper Lake. 

This Lake is two Hundred Leagues long from Eaft to Weft, 
and in many Places eighty wide from North 
De/cription of South, all the Coaft is fandy, and pretty 
Upper Lake, . 

it would be dangerous to be fur- 
prifed here by a North Wind. The North Side is more conve- 
nient for failing, becaufe it is all along lined with Rocks, which 
form little Harbours, where it is very eafy to take Refuge ; and 
nothing is more neceflary when we fail in a Canoe on this Lake, 
in which Travellers have obferved a pretty fingular Pheenome- 
non. They fay, that when there will be a Storm they have No- 
tice of it two Days before. Atfirft, they perceive a little Trem- 
bling on the Surface of the Water, and that lafts all the Day, 
without any manifeft Incrcafe ; the next Day the Lake is cover- 
ed with pretty large Waves, but they do not break all the Day, 
fo that one may fail without Danger, and may alfo make a great 
deal of Way if the Wind is fair ; but the third Day, when it is 
leaft expedted, the Lake is all on Fire ; the Ocean, ‘in its greateft 
Fury, is not more agitated, and one muft have inftantly fome 
Afylum to fly to for Safety ; which we arc fure to find on the 
North Side, whereas on the South Coaft, one muft from the fe- 
cond Day encamp at a good Diftance from Shore. 

The Savages, by Way of Acknowledgement for the Quantity 

and through 

Faole of the ha- Refpedt they are infpired with from its 

nfages oftheV^ip^T Extent, have made it a Kind of Deity, and 

offer Sacrifices to it after their Manner. But 
I think that it is not to the Lake itfelf, but to the Genius v/hich 
prciides over it, that they offer up their Prayers : If we believe 
them, this Lake has a divine Origin : *Twas Michabau, the God 
of the Waters, who made it to take Beavers. In the Canal by 
which it difeharges itfelf into hzkt Huron, there is a Torrent 
caufed by fome great Rocks ; our Miflionaries who once had here 
a very flourilhing Church called it the Fall of St, Mary, Thefe 
Rocks according to the Tradition of the Barbarians are the Re- 
mains of a Caufey or Bank, which the God built to flop theWaters 
of the Rivers, and of the Lake Ahmipegon, which have filled this 
Great Lake. 
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On Its Borders, in fome Places, and about certain Iflands, they 
Copper Mines. Pieces of Copper, which are alfo 

of gather the fmalleft Bits 

^ It, and preferve them with Care, but make no Ufe of them 
They fay, that formerly there was a great Rock that Hood hioh 

t prefen t, they fay that the Gods have carried it to another Place • 
but ,t IS very probab e, that in Length of Time the Wav esK^ 
Lake have covered it with Sand and Mud ; and it is certain that 

“any Places, a pretty large Quantitv 
fifft louJ^r^- ’ obliged to dig deep^ for ft. At mj 

fjnc / n ‘bis Conntrj', I knew one of our Brethren who 

of St iw»?Fal] ^ was in the Miffion 

CandieS/Sl^^^^^^^^ ^"‘1 bad made 

almoft enSeiy Copper is often 

The Savages add, that when Mkhabcu made the Upper lak 
Sequel of the f dwelt at Michillisnaktnac^ where he was 

ditions of the Sa- Name is properly that of a little 

'vaces. illand, almoll round, and very high, fituate at 

tom • xf Lake Huron, and by Cuf- 

UuJa to all the neighbouring Country The 

« Ef SSEe/E?”,' “r r »5o.e 

SoiVh Sif .Ll T'.'" f Tl>e'' IflMd/t. .b. 

Xr is ve ; Vm.n f leagues long, the 

ed and the fXi’ f '‘^bey are botl well wood- 

only a ban-L^Xt ’ whereas that of MichiUmakinac is 

Herbs ° It h ^ covered with a little Mofs and 

‘^''‘bcleft One of the moft celebrated Places of 

tZtf\TAlVJZ^ ‘be antient Tradl 

Name and of wfvi, f7 ‘^bief Abode of a Nation of the fame 

but thev do nnr A " » ‘be Iroquois deftroyed them, 

is certafn th J f ’ "" '^bat Occaf.om This 

■ Pomewher’e read X "i°i 7 ‘bc“ remaining. I have 

of thefe People Miffionanes have feen fome Remains 

The lived almoft only by Fifliing, and there is 

Ple?:ty of Fijh Pcthaps no Place in the World where there is 
in the/e Parts. Puch Plenty of Filh. The moft common 

Pike, 
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Pike, the Sturgeon, the Aftikamegue, or white Fifli, and above 
all the Trout. They take three Sorts of the lalP, among which 
feme are of a monftrous Size, and in fuch Numbers, that a Sa- 
vage with his Spear will fometimes ftrike fifty _ in three Hours 
Time. But the moll famous of all is the White Filli : It is about 
the Bienefs and Shape of a Mackerel ; I know of no Kind 
of Filh that is better eating. The Savages fay, that it was 
Michabou who taught their Anccftors to filh, that he invented 

Nets, and that he took the Notion of them from the Spiders 
Web. Thefe People, as you fee. Madam, do not give greater 
Honour to their God than he deferves, fince they are not afraid 
of fending him to School to a vile Infeft. 

Whatever Lands appear in Sight hereabout, do not give an 
Idea of a good Country ; but there is no 

Of the IJles of g^ing far to find Soils fit for every_ 

Caftor (Beaver), -pjjjng, We may fay the fame of the Hies of 
and of the Nation ^vhich we leave on the left Hand, 

of the Caftor. ^ ^^e enter into the 'Lik.f Michigan. 

The Outaouais, who are retired thither, fow here Maiz, and they 
have learnt this good Cuftc.m from the Hurons, with whom th^ 
have lived a long Time in thefe Parts. The Amikoues formerly 
dwelt in thefe lllands ; This Nation is now reduced to a very 
fmall Number of Families, which have palTcd.over to the Ifland 
Manitoualin, on the North Side of the Lake Huron. It is, 
oeverthclcfs, one of the moll noble of Canada, according to t e 
Savages, who believe it to be defeended from t.'hc Great Mor, 
which is, after Michabou or the Great Hare, their principal Deity, 



and whofe Name it bears. , , , i >r -/r 

It was He, as they fay further, that formed the Lake 
and" all the Falls we meet with in the Great Riwr of the Oa- 
taouais, which goes out of it, are the Remains of Banks he made to 
compafs his Defign . They add, that he died at the fame Place, and 
that he is buried on a Mountain, which is fecn on the North Side ot 
LakeA'/>#«?. This Mountain reprefents n.aturally cn one Side 
the Shape of a Beaver; and this is, no Doubt, what has given Rile 
to all thefe Stories : But the Savages maintain, that it was the 
Great Caftor who gave this Shape to the Mountain, after he had 
chofen it for his Burial-Place; and they never pals by this Place 
without paying their Homage to him, by ofiering him the Smoke 

of their Tobacco. . , . ^ 

This is, Madam, what I thought worthy of Note in this 1 olt, 
which is fo famous in the Travels and Accounts of Canada, 
return to the Manners and Cuftoms of the Savages; and after 
having mentioned what concerned their Wars, I am going to 
entertain you concerning their Marriages. 

^ ^ CC2 4 
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A Plurality of Wives is eftablilhed in many Nations of the 
Of the Pluralitf Language, and it is common enough 

ofWiws andUuf Sifters; this Cuftom is found. 

bands. Notion they have, that Sifters will 

rnn., 11 . 1 , 117- together better than Strangers. In this 

^ upon an equal Footing ; but among the true 

they have two Sorts of Wivesf and the fecond 7re 
Slaves to the firft. Some Nations have Wives in all the Plar» 
where ^ey ftay any confiderable Time for huLingTand^^hav: 
the P ‘•'IS -Abufe has been introduced^ lately amonv 

the Peo{)le of the Huron Language, who in all former Time^ 

i" ‘be Irofuois Canton of 

As to what concerns the Degrees of Kindred, with Refpeft to 
0/ the Degress b^arrmge, the Hurons and the Iroquois are 
of Kindred. fcrupulous in this Matter : Among them 

the Parties to be Manner ofRelation between 

*7th7 f p V. Adoption is comprehended 

i. S Oe -^V^r Wife dies firft, r^uft mar7 

Familv fii 7 7 the Wontan which his Wife^ 

f arnily fhall chufe for him ; The Woman, on her Side is 

?eSntVf7 the Brothers, or’the 

t\ ftUl of Hufband, if he dies without Children, and Ihe 

IS ft.ll of an Age to have any. The Reafon they give for it, 'is 

verfiT" Deuteronomy, 

rhe 7reS‘o"7‘^®7‘'^^?‘^,^’''^’ expofe^himfelf to 

i ^ Outrages that the Perfon rejeaed can poffibly do 

Refift7?7“ 7 'fp fufTerthem without Complaint or 

Refiftance. When for Want of any Relations, they permit a 

mal e'L herfelf another Way, they are Xed to 

Ter vSd A ^ Teftimony which they give of 

her good Condua, and which fhe has a Right to demand 

^ Th7e ar^ e” Marriage. 

Ihere aie in ail Nations fome confiderable Families, which 

Particular Lamss ‘■?t'”t)t marry but among themfelves, efpe- 
for Marriages. ^mong the..^;^o»^»;>//. In general, the 

trv and for ib„ n, ft d Marriages is facred in this Coun- 

fWrlme^rVivT? ‘*’7 as a great Diforder tliofe 

as^thev Pke 7"® Perfons make to live together as long 

A H L ‘ j t feparate when they are died of each other 
mu??x7ea'^ma^°“r Wife without a lawful Caufe, 

Among- 
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Among the Miamisy the Hufband has a Right to cut off his 
Wife^s Nofe if fhe runs away from him ; but among the Iroquois 
and the Hurons they may part by Confent. This is done without 
Noife, and the Parties thus feparated may marry again. Thefe 
Savages cannot even conceive that there can be any Crime 
in this. My Wife and I cannot agree together,’’ faid one of 
them to a Milhonary, who endeavoured to make him compre- 
hend the Indecency of fuch a Separation, “ my Neighbour’s 
Cafe was the fame, we changed Wives, and we are all four 
happy : What could be more reafonable than to make us 
mutually happy, when it is fo cheaply done, without wrong- 
mg' any Body.” Neverthelefs, this Cuftom, as I have already 
obferved, is looked upon as an Abufe, and is not antient, at 
lead among the Iroquois. 

What mod commonly didurbs domedic Peace among the 
1 t L People of Canada, is Jealoufy, which is equal 
Jealoufy of the Iroquois boad that they 

Salvages. never troubled with it ; but thofe who 

are mod acquainted with them, affirm, that they are jealous to 
Excefs. When a Woman has difeovered that her Huffiand has 
a Midrefs, her Rival ought to be well on her Guard, inafmuch 
as the unfaithful Hulband cannot defend her, nor in any Manner 
take her Part. A Man who Ihould ufe his Wife ill on this Ac- 
count, would be difgraced. 

Treaties of Marriage are entirely carried on by the Parents : 
The Parties intereded do not appear at all, 
Ho'zv they treat thenaelves up entirely to the Will 

of Marriages* thofe on whom they depend. But is it not 

Matter of Surprife in the Whimficalnefs of thefe Savages, who 
do not make themfelves dependent on their Parents but in that 
Matter only, where there is the mod Reafon to ufe their own Choice. 
However, the Parents do not conclude anv Thing without their 
Confent ; but this is only a Formality, the fird Advances mud 
be made by the Matrons, but there are feldom any made on the 
Woman’s Side : Not but if any Girl was to continue too long 
without being fued for, her Family would aft undcr-hand^ to find 
her a Suitor ; but this is done with a great deal of Precaution. In 
fome Places the Women are not in Hade to be married, be- 
caufe they are allowed to make what Trials of it they pleafe, 
and the Ceremony of Marriage only changes their Condition ior 

the worfe. r 1 a • 

In general, there is obferved a great deal of Modedy in the 
Behaviour of the young People whild they treat of their Mar- 
riage ; and they fay that it was quite otherwife in the antient 
Time. But what is almod incredible, and which is neverthelefs 
atteded by good Authors, is, that in many Places the new mar- 
ried 
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Tied Couple are together a whole Year, liviai, ^ 

^nence: This is, they fay, to ftew that they larried^for^?riS’ 
At, and not to gratify a fenfual Paffion/ A younTwr'*' 

./be:iss 

people's BtU'violi”. ‘’Sorilig SLir Cou^Sjip “e pfaS' T' 

they are allowed to fci- riaces where 

£‘5S«' 1' 

RB^Ies of thl^S DcS^nf’’’ pofle* agaioj™,' 

. «K;; 

detail on this Suwii ^PP'^''® “P not entering into a 

-onid „le't ThtgVpt «iur„ ’’nr i 

I iind tn all that has been written of th*^ PreJSnaries and 

the Ceremc-- ^temonies of the Marriages of thefe Peo, 
vies of Marriage, P*^ Accounts, proceeding either from 

from the little Car^ fhf of’ divers ^Nations, or 

wellinformS; FuXrmore the^ 

fr) little worthy vour Curio’fitv rtia't* f be 

while to enquire a pre-it k it not worth 

i! to be, muil i?.ake ]4fents 'I- ‘bat 

nothing can exceed the 

and the reffedfurPehltJ ° which he behaves, 

Spoufe. InSe Places^^^^ his futur^ 

by the Side of flir> vn contented to go and 

frirefs fr^^air/oitrif hTr^’raL r 

^ent, and the Marriao-f* ic i V taken for her Con- 

this Deference and Rlfoeft he r ^i* 

fron be Mafter In ^ g''^«/onie Tokens that he will 

^re fome which iuit kfsTo 1 ^’ ^here 

fr»P> than as Symbofs and Notir^ regarded as Marks of Friend- 
fr going to bf rSuced W |he Slavery to which Ihe 

^cr know, that Ihe is toVarrv p ^abin. 1 his is to let 
•and get Wood for Firimr Vk‘® ^he ProWlion?, 

frr her to bring before hand^nL^k^T' i“- 

-d. .i.nm is „„ bo,,v.'r,h; N*Li™.'.' I.ltn'S 

Women 
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Women have all the Authority, and thofe where they have no- 
thing to do with the Affairs of Government. Thefe fame Wo- 
men, who are in fome Degree the Miftrefies of the State, at 
leaft for Form, and who make the principal Body of it, when 
they have attained a certain Age, and have Children in a Con- 
dition to make them refpedled, are not at all refpefted before 
this, and are in their domeftic Affairs the Slaves of the Huf- 
bands. 

In general^ there are perhaps no People in the World who 
more defpife the Sex. To call a Savage a 
V Woman, is the greateft Affront that can be 
the Mothers o^er • Notwithftanding, the Children 

the Fathers* belong only to the Mother, and acknowledge 

her alone. The Father is always as a Stranger with Refpeft to 
them ; in fuch a Manner, however, that if he is not regarded 
as a Father, he is always refpefted as the Mafler of the Cabin. 

I know not, however, if all this is univerfil amongft all the 
People of Canada that w^e are acquainted with ; no more than 
what I have found in fome good Memoirs, that the young^ 
Wives, befides what their Hufbands have a Right to require of 
them for the Service of the Cabin, are obliged to fupply all the 
Wants of their own Parents ; which probably mull be under- 
ftood of thofe who have no longer any Perfon to render them 
thefe Services, and who are not, by Reafon of their Age or In- 
firmities, in a Condition to help themfelves. 

However this may be, the new married Man is not without 
Employment. Befides Hunting and Filhing, which he is ob- 
liged to follow all his Life, he mufl at firft make a Mat for his 
Wife, build her a Cabin, or repair that they are to live in ; and 
as long as he lives with his Wife’s Parents, he mull carry to 
their Cabin all that he gets by Hunting and Filhing. Among 
the Iroquois, the Woman never leaves her Cabin, becaufe ihe is 
judged the Millrefs, or ^ » leaft the Heirefs of it. Among other 
Nations, after a Year or two, fhe goes to live with her Mother- 
in-law. 

The Savage Women in general are brought to Bed without 
; • r • any Fain, and without any AlTiftance ; but 
yf their Fytng- fome who are a long Time in La- 

VI, and Its Lonjs- much. When this happens, 

quences. Notice of it to the young People, 

who all on a fudden, and when the Patient leaft expeds it, conie 
and make great Noifes at the Door of the Cabin, the burprii^ 
of which has fuch an EfFe6l upon her, as inftantly to procure 
her Delivery. The Women never lay-in in their own Cabias ; 
many are taken fucldenly, and bring forth their Children as they 
are at Work, or on a journey : For others, when they hni 
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This Time being expired, they extingni/h all the Fires nfth. 
Cabin to which Ihe is to return ; they Aake all the Clmh!!l 
and at her Return they light a new Fire : They obferve pretty 
near y the lame Formalities with Regard to all Perfons of the 
" ?/r and^not only whilll theff M 

Ihsy commonly footrjL “c”hiSre?!£u°yc!^^^^^ 

Shi; &v‘^rof;s io““Vcmri'i 

wifell Regulations often produce the greateft Diforders. It is 
even faid, that ^e Ufe of fome Simples, which have the Power 

to prevent the Confequences of the Women’s Infidelity, is pret- 
ty common in this Country. *«uciuy, is pret- 

Nothingcan exceed the Care which the Mothers take of their 
The Care the Mo- ''"ddren while they are in the Cradle; but 
fhers take of their out of it, they leave them 

Children, themfelves ; not through Want of 

.!,» T' J r L ""eftion or Indifference, for they never lofe 
the Tendernefs they have for them, but with their Lives • but 
becaufe they are perfuaded it is bell to leave Nature to herfelf 
of Infancy^ pftramt. The A£1 which terminates the firft Stage 

This Ceremony is performed in a Fealt, where no Perfons are 
Of naming their out of the fame Sex with the Child 

Children, i* to be named. While they are eating 

or MorliPr i, ■ the Father 

cialN to ?hrr^ continually recommend it to the Spirits, efpe- 
Son h^s Hf- if be Its Guardian Genius ; for every 
new NamL r "^hey never mal« 

”al^LfvToinf‘^\^^”’- ^ Number, which they 

take by Turns. Sometimes alfo they change their Names as 

they grow up, and there are fome Names whfch they caLot go 

every wheVf. this is^the Cuftoi 

thev^ake th,.' pf “f People in taking a Name 

happens thTt a ‘ fometimes 

i^appens that a Child is called Grandfather, and treated as fuch 

by one who might really be fo to the Child. 
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They never call a Man by his proper Name, when they talk 
, . to him in common Difeourfe, this would be 
Remarks on tlmr . they always give him the Quality 

Names. Refpeft to the Perfon that fpeaks 

to him ; but when there is between them no Relation or Afiim- 
ty, they ufe the Term of Brother, Uncle, Nephew, or Coufin, 
according to each other’s Age, or accoi*ding to the Value they 

have for the Perfon they addrefs. ^ 1 -r r 

Further, U is not fo much to render Names immortal, it 1 
may ufe the Expreflion, that they revive them, as to engage 
thofe to whom they are given either to imitate the brave Ac- 
tions of their PredecefTors, or to revenge them if they have been 
killed or burnt, or laftly to comfort and help their • 

Thus a Woman who has loft her Hufband, or her Son, and finds 
herfelf without the Support of any Perfon, delays as little as 
Ihe can to transfer the Name of him (he mourns for to fame 
Perfon capable of fupplying his Place.^ They tbeir 

Names on many other Occaiions, to give the Particulars or 
which would take up too much Time: There needs no more 
for thlS.j 
or fome' 

Head, ana acre is a xiikvciiti — -- - # 

Commiffion for him to Quebec. 1 lhall therefore clofe my Letter 

and give it him. 

/ am^ &c. 




LETTER XIX. 

Veyate to the Bay. De/cription of the Route, and of the Bay. 
Jn-uption of the Spaniards agai ;?y? M i s s o o R i s , and t.mr 

Defeat. he Dances of Savages. 

Madam, Michillimarinac, July ii. 

S INCE writing my M Letter, I have made a Voyage 
to the Bay eighty Leagues diftant from this Poll. I took 
Advantage of the Opportunity of going with M. ^ Mot,, 
tiom. Captain of a Company of the Troops which the 
maintains in Canada, Knt. of St. Louie, and whofe Name is fa- 
mous in the Annals of this Colony ; but he is at leaft as valu- 
able for his Probity and his Chara£ler full of Eq^uity and Sin- 
cerity, as for his Courage and warlike Exploits. 

D d 
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Wc embarked the fecond of July i„ the Afternoon, we 
Of the Bay of leagues a Cape which fepa! 

the Noquets. Michigan from the Upper Lake-, it k 

in lome Places only a few Leagues wide „n] 
It IS fcarce poflible to fee a worfe Country ; but it if terminated h*^ 

Sturgeons. A little further, going to the South Weft, we eLr 
into a great Gulf, the Entrance of which is bordered wiH, 
Iflands ; they call it the Guif, or the Bay of the Nooueti Thl • 

/ fmall Nation which came from the Borders ^of the Vth^ 
which there remains only a few Families difpeSd 
here and there, without any fixed Abode. ^ “ 

The Bay of the Noquets is feparated from the Great Bay onlv 
The IJles of the / Ifles of the P out eouai amis, and I have 
Pouteouatamis. a u j ^ obferved that they were the antient 
Abode of thefe Savages. The ?reate/f p! 
r” theonlyoneifhich fs ft n 

peopled IS not the largeft nor the beft, there remains in :/ 

NiJhr^tho^lh^*^^"^ "^i^nge, %yhere we were obliged to pafs °he 
rsight, though very much againft our Inclinations ' We rJu 

cerely attached To"the Fr^ot been more fin. 

Wi^i! Day by contrary 

rer SuV.ffr h Night, we embarkfd I littlS 

twenty-four ftours Together ’mak^^^ going forwards 

fay Mafs, and to dine. ^The Sun Ihon^e fo hof, Ind the'waS S 
feTf Ks t"™’ C;noe melted t fe- 

we embarked again on our Route at Three 

After we h.id gone five or fix Leagues, we found ourfelves 
Of the Malho- a little Ifie, which is not far 

mines, or Nation JPf'r of the Bay, and which 

ef wild Oats. [lom us the Entrance of a River, upon 

confifts of no more than this Village which is Nation 

Jous. This is to be regretted T- f P°P“' 

the beft lhaped of all C^rWa’.- They^ are ewT M*I 

I am aft-ured that they h^Lve thr/a.u: oTigiT ani 

nearly 



Travels in North America. 203 

«.9rlv the fame Language, as the Ncqucts and the Saulteurs, 

(Leapers)} but they add^ thfmfcfves'*' They have UkwTfe told 
guap wh^ch Sof s,TS. S j« 3 ? 

isrirSit .0 So,. 

Of the People from being wild enough, as it is to 
called Puans, becomes the moft charming in the World, 

(hinking). jj j,as even fomething more fmiling than t 

bo. .hough i, i. o«,y whu„ fovged w..h 

them : The Remainder took Refuge in the Riv 

which runs into the Bottom of the Bay. They feamd 

but Sinking Fi(h, which infefted the Aix. '•J,, B^c-yao-es had 
that this is the Origin of the Name which the other 

gShem E2o".,, ..d«hich ha. . .Er 

Bay, far from which they never removed. Some lime ait r 

they had quitted their antient Poll, they en , . p„,erorize 

the^Blow they had received from the Illinots ; Butt P 

Lufed them I new Lofs, which they f of the 

dred of their bell Men were ^n'BarBedw^o in Search 
Enemy ; but as they were croffing L^ke MirW, ‘^y y 
prifed^ by a violent Guft of Wind, wBich drowned ^ V . ^ 

^ We hkve in the Bay a Fort which Hands on the 

the River of the Outagamis, halt a L.eaguc 
Of the Fort, and f Mouth ; and before we arrive at it, 

of the Mijfton of j^ave on the Left Hand a Village of 

the Bay. Sails. The have lately come an 

feated tbemfelves near us, and have built ‘"r the Cora- 

Fort. The Miflionary, who is lodged pretty near th 

mandant, hopes, when he h^as learnt with 

them more docible than the Sakts, among ^ 

very little Succefs. Both of them appear to be a Sor^^^^ 

People, efpecially thefirft ; whofe greatcft f 

-a littb given to thieving. Jheir Language is very d^er^^^^^ 

from aU the others, which makes me believe th«t U is not deiived 

■n iiU4* 
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from any of Canada ; and indeed they have always haJ m 
Intercourfc with the People of the WeA, than with^hof^wea 
acq^intcd with in this Country. 

i he Sakis, though they are but a fmall Number, are divided 
Of Satis. into two Faftions, one of which fide with 

?he Confequcnc; Yn Sr terc? 

They roce^ved^e new Commandant with great Demonftrations’ 

” as they knew he was near arriving, thev 
Ind^hl their Arms on the Bank of the ^iver^ 

nAhl ;*'«y ^aw him appear, they faluted him with a 

Drf^argc of their Mu&ets, which they accompanied with gLat 
Shouts of Joy. Then four of the chiet Men ient into the^R 

Roe BucYs^ took him up in a great Robe made of 
them held a^CoroS'"Th^^’ together, of which each of 

where rhe« !t t^^tried him thus to his Apartment, 

Aon/lf S?I> i“'' « ”** ‘5' P“>' > ««'. 

ears ago, fome Spamards, who came (as they fay) 
Spaniards de- Mexico, intending to get into the 

feated ly the Sa- ^®untry of the Illinois, and drive the French 
'■^ages 0 / theUlI- , ™ thence, whom they faw with extreme 
fouri. Jealoufy approach fo near the Mijonri, came 

the C/cth , u this River and attacked two Villages of 

«nd wareVumriW “"“Pi™'''™, 

killed a great m7n„ cYi inade an eafy Conqueft, and 

far off the other *^j'd Village, which was not 

doubtingbut YharrhJS",^ * of what had palled, and not 

rrY”“ ■'as;" 

et^irw ’”*"»*? t:? 

them. ' “ they killed the greaia Part of 

dirlaYfYnd 'tL'o’the^^Yot Y ° of whom was kill’d 

Prifonen but he cfcaped’fmY^rh '■^^Miffhurites, who took him 
v.^».e ,We. 
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it which he did very Cdlfully. He took Advantage of thei 
Curiofity to get out of their Hands. One Day, as he wm 
prancing and exercifing his Horfe before them, he got a litt e 
Diftance from them infenfibly ; then fuddenly dapping Spurs to 
his Horfe, he was foon out of Sight. As they had taken no 
other Prifoner, it was not certainly known from what fart oi 
Nfw Mexico thefe SpamarJs came, nor what was their Defi^ 
For what I have already faid of it, is only founded on the Re* 
port of the Savages, who perhaps intended to make their Court 
io us, in publiftiing that by this Defeat they had done us a 

that they brought me, was of the Spoils of the Almoner 
that was killed ; and they took from him alto a Book of Prayers, 
which I did not fee ; It was probably his Brevian-. I bought 
the Piftol : The Shoes were worth nothing ; and the Savage 
would not part with his Ointment, fancying that U was » Sove- 
rei<^n Remedy for all Difeafes. 1 had the Cunofity to alk how 
he Intended to ufe it ; he replied, it was fufficient to fwallow a 
little : and with what Difeafe foever one was attacked, it effeaed 
an immediate Cure: But he did not tell me that he had as 
vet made a Trial of it, and I advifed him to the contrary. 
We begin here to find the Savages very ignorant ; they are hir 
from being fo ingenious, or atleaft fo apt to learn, as tiiofe who 

are more converfant with us. -.i, 

The next Day feveral Saiis came to the Miffionary, with whoin 
I lodged, and invited me to come to a Kind 

A Council of the Council, which they propofed to hold. 1 
Sakis,Wc»w/’«/ confented ; and when every one had taken 
Occaficn. jjjj Place, the Chief laid a Collar on the 

Ground before me ; and the Orator beginning his Speech, prayed 
me in the Name of all the reft to engage the King fa; to take 
them under his Proteftion, and to purify the Air, which for 
fome Time they faid had been infected, which appeared by the 
Number of fick Perfons then in their Villages, and to defend 
them from their Enemies. I replied, that the King was very 
powerful, and perhaps more fo than they imagined ; but that 
his Power did not extend over the Elem^ts ; and that when 
Difeafes, and other like fatal Cafualties, afflifted his Provinces, 
he addrefled himfelf, that an End might be put to them, to the 
Great Spirit that created Heaven and Earth, and who is alone 
the Sovereign Lord of Nature : That they Ihould do the fame, 
and they would find the Benefit of it. But to prevail with him 
to hear their Prayers, they mull firft acknowledge him, and ren- 
t'd; Thefe Savages always fpeak the Title cf the King (U Roy) in 
Rrerch. 
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derhim theWordiip and Homage which he has a Rmhttoer 
pea from all reafonable Creatures : That they could do nothin? 
better, nor more agreeable to the King, than to liften to the Fa^ 
therfa; which his Majelly had fent them, and to be docible tohis 
Inltruftions : That he was a Man beloved by Heaven ; That the 
Manner in which he lived among them, could not fail of makin? 
him very much efieemetl ; and that his Charity towards the Sick 
and all thofe who wanted his Affiftance, ought to have convinced 
them of the tender and fincere AfFedion he had for them • and 
laftly that I would not receive their Collar, till they had’ pro 
mifed me to behave with Regard to this Miffionary, in quit, 
another Manner than they had done hitherto, and to give him 
no Caufe for the future to complain of their Untowardnefs 
n of the King, which you a(k, and the 

Requeft you make me to engage him to defend you again!! 
your Enemies ; this great Prince has prevented your Wi/hes 
“ he has giver, good Orders on this Head to Ono>,tJ^Jo (b), who 
IS already inclined to execute them with the Zeal and Affec- 
tion of a Father (c). You can make no Doubt of this if 
“ you confider the Commandant he fends you. You mull cer- 
tainly know, and you feem in Fad to have been well inform’d 
“ fhat among the Captains there are few that equal him 

“ in V alour, and you will foon love him more than you efteem 
him already.” ' 

They feemed to be fatislied with this Anfwer, and they pro- 
mifed me much more than they will perform, in all Probability • 
However, I took their Collar, and the Miffionary flattered him- 
telf that this Adion would h.ive a good Effed. 

Ill the Afternoon of the fame Day, the two Nations gave us 
one after the other, the Diverfion of the Dance of the Calumet 
in a great which is before the Lodgings of the Com- 

nandant. 'Fhere was fome Difference in their Wav of perform- 
ng this Dance ; but it was not confiderable. How'everf I learnt 
>y It that thefe Feafts vary much ; fo that it is impoffible to give 
i D^cription that agrees with them all. The varied 

he Dance fomething more than the other, and fhewed an extra- 

hi"t^he 

(a) Father ^ Jefuit, 



{C) They always call the Governors, and the Commandants, their Fathers. 




It means 
was the fe- 
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This Ceremony is properly a military Feaft. The Warriors 
are the A6lors, and one would fay, that it 

Defcription of inftituted only to give them an Opportu- 
this Dance. publilhing their great Atchievements 

in War. I am not the Author of this Opinion, which does not 
agree well with their’s, who have maintained that the Calumet 
took its Origin from the Caducous of Mercuryt and that in its 
Inftitution it was efteemed as a Symbol of Peace. All thofe I 
faw dance, fing, fhake the Chichicoue, and beat the Drum, were 
young People equipped, as when they prepare for the March ; 
they had painted their Faces with all Sorts of Colours, their 
Heads were adorned with Feathers, and they held fome in their 
Hands like Fans. The Calumet was alfo adorned with Fea- 
thers, and was fet up in the moil confpicuous Place. The Band 
of Mufic, and the Dancers were round about it, the Spe6lators 
divided here and there in little Companies, the Women fe- 
parate from the Men, all feated on the Ground, and drelTcd 
in their finell Robes, which at fome Diilance made a pretty 
Shew. 

Between the Mufic and the Commandant, who fat before the 
Door of his Lodging, they had fet up a Poll, on which at 
End of every Dance a Warrior came and gave a Stroke v/ith 
his Hatchet ; at this Signal there was a great Silence, and this 
Man repeated with a loud Voice, fome of his great Feats ; and 
then received the Applaufes of the Spediators, and after went to 
to his Place, and the Sport began again. Thislafied tw^o Hours 
for each of the Nations ; and I acknowledge to You, Madam, 
that I took no great Pleafure in it, not only on Account of the 
fame Tone, and the Unpleafantnefs of the Mufic, but becaufe 
all the Dances confided in Contorfions, which feemed to me to 
exprefs nothing, and were no Way entertaining. 

This Feaft was made in Honour of the new Commandant ; 
yet they did him none of the Honours which are mentioned in 
fome Relations . They did not take him and place him on a new 
Mat ; they made him no Prefent, at lead that I know of ; they 
did not pafs any Feathers over his Head ; I did not fee the Calu- 
met prefented to him ; and there were no Men quite naked, 
painted all over their Bodies, adorned with Plumes of Feathers, 
and Beads, and holding a Calumet in their Hands, Perhaps it 
is not the Cuftom of thefe People, or M. de Monthny had ex- 
empted them from thefe Ceremonies. I obferved only, that 
from Time to Time all the Afiembly fet up great Shouts to 
applaud the Dancers, chiefly during the dancing of the Otchagras^ 
who, in the Opinion of the Frenchy bore away all the Horiour of 
the Dav. 
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I Ihould probably have had more Pleafure in feeing the 

Tht Dana of Difce--ve>y ; It has more AtUon, 

tho Di/co<vcry. better than the foregoing the 

_ Subjea It rcprefents. It is a natural Repre- 

fentation of all thatpafles in an Expedition of War; and, as I 
have before obferved, that the Savages for the greateft Part only 
endeavour to furprife their Enemies, this is no Doubt the 
Reafon why they have given this Dance the Name of the Dif 
€$*very, ' 

However that may be, only one Angle Man performs this 
Dance : At firft he advances flowly into the midft of the Place, 
where he remains for fome Time motionlefs, after which he re! 
wefents^ne after another, the Setting out of the Warriors, the 
March, the Encamping; he goes upon the Difcovery, he makes 
his Approach, he Hops as to take Breath, then all on a fuddea 
he grows furious, and one would imagine he was going to kill 
^ery Body ; then he appears more calm, and takes one of the 
Company as if he had made him a Prifoner of War; he makes 
a Shew of knocking another’s Brains out ; he levels his Gun at 
another; and laftly, he fets np a running with all his Might; 
then he flops and recovers himfelf ; This is to reprefent a Re- 
treat, at firft precipitate, and afterwards lefs fo. Then he 
exprefies by different Cries the various Aftedions of his Mind 
dimmg his lafi Campaign, and finifhes by reciting all the brave 
Actions he has performed in the War. 

When the Dance of the Calumet is intended, as it generally 
is, to conclude a Peace, or a Treaty of Al- 
liance againfl a common Enemy, they grave 
a Serpen t on the Tube of the Pipe, and fet 
on one Side of it a Board, on which is repre- 
fented two Men of the two confederate Na- 
twns, with the Enemy under their Feet, diflinguilhed by the 
Mark of his Nation. Sometimes inflead of a Calumet, they fet 
up a Fighting-Club. But if it concerns only a Angle Alliance, 
they repefent two Men joining one Hand, and holding in the 
Peace, and having each at his Side the Mark 
ot his Nati^. In all thefe Treaties they give mutual Pledges, 
^"'.1 5 Ibmetimes Elks, and Deer sLs 

well drefled, and ornamented with Figures made with Porcupines 
Mair; and then they reprefent on thefe Skins the Things I have 
mentioned, either with Porcupines Hair, or plain Colours. 

1 here are other Dances lefs compounded, the only DeAgn of 
" ■ ~ which is to give the Warriors an Oppor- 

tunity of relating all their brave AClions. 
Savages are mofl ready to do, and they arc 
Pie that gives the Feall invites all the ViJ- 
* lage 



Of the Treaties 
^hich are made by 
Measis of the Dance 
of the Calumet. 



Other Dances. 

This is what the 
never tired of it. 
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lace by beating a Drum, and they meet in his Cabin, if it can 
contain all the Guefts, I'he Warriors dance one after another, 
then ftriking on a Poll, Silence is made : They fay what 
they pleafe, and they ftop from Time to Time to receive 
the Applaufes of the Auditors, who are not fparing of 
them. But if any one boafts falfely, any Perfon is allowed to 
take Dirt or Allies and rub his Head with them, or play him any 
other Trick he think? proper. Commonly they black his Face, 
faying “ What I do is to hide your Shame, for the nrlt Time 
“ you fee the Enemy you will turn pale.” He who has thus 
puniflied the Bragadocio, takes his Place, and if he commits 
the fame Fault, the other never fails to return the Compliment. 
The greatell Chiefs have no Privilege in this Matter, aim they 
mull not be affronted at it. — This Dance is always performed 

in the Night. 1 . v • 

In the wellern Parts there is another Dance ufed, which is 
^ ^ ^ called the Dance of the Bull. The Dancers 

The Dance of feveral Circles or Rings, and the Mu- 

the Bull. which is always the Drum and the ChL 

(hicoue, is in the midft of the Place. They never feparate thofe 
of the fame Family : They do not join Hands, and every one 
carries in his Hand his Arms and his Bnckler. All the Circles 
do not turn the fame Way ; and tho’ they caper much, and very 

high, they always keep Time and Mcafure. -l- u 

From Time to Time a Chief of a Family prefents his Shield : 
They all ftrike upon it, and at every Stroke he repeats fome of 
his Exploits. Then he goes and cuts a Piece of Tobacco at a 
Port, where they have faftened a certain Quantity, and gives it 
to one of his Friends. If any one can prove that he has done 
greater Exploits, or had a Share in thofe the other boafts of, he 
has a Right to take the Piece of Tobacco that was prefentcd, 
and give it . to another. This Dance is followed by a Feaft ; 
but I do not well fee from whence it derives its Name, unlels 
it be from the Shields, on which they ftrike, which are covered 

with Bull’s Hides. , , 

There are Dances preferibed by their Phyficians for the Cure 
_ . . o{ the Sick, but they are generally very 

Danm m-Mrtd igpcivious. There are fome that are entirely 
ly the Phyficiatu. ft,r Diverfion, that have no Relation to any 
Thing. They are almoft always in Circles, to the Sound of 
the Drum and the Chkhicoue, the Men apart from the Wo- 
men. The Men dance with their Arms in their Hands, and 
tho’ they never take hold of each other, they never break the 
Circle. As to what I faid before, that they are always in Time, 
it is no difticult Thing to believe, becaufe the Mufic of the Sa- 
vages has but two or three Notes, which are repeated continually. 

E c This 
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This makes their Feafts very tirefome to an European after he 
has feen them once, becaufe they laft a long Time, and you hear 
always the fame Thing. 

As the Nations near the Bay, if we except the Pouteoutamis^ are 
much more rude and ignorant than the others, they are alfo 
more given to Superftition. The Sun and Thunder are 
their principal Deities, and they feem to be more ftrongly per- 
fuaded than thofe we are converfant with, that every Species 
of Animals has a Guardian Genius, who watches for its 
Prefervation. A Frenchman having one Day thrown away a 
Moufe he had juft catched, a little Girl took it up to eat it: The 
Father of the Child, whofaw it, fnatchedit from her, and began 
to make great Carefles to the dead Animal. The Frenchman 
alked him the Reafon, he replied, ‘‘ It is to appeafe the Genius 
o/' the Miccy that he may not torment my Daughter, after Jhe has 
eaten this,^* After which he returned the Animal to the Child 
who eat it. ’ 

They have above all much Veneration for Bears : As foon 
as they have killed one, they have a Feaft, accompanied with 
fome odd Ceremonies. The Head of the Bear, painted with 
all Sorts of Colours, is placed during the Repaft on an elevated 
Place, and there receives the Homage of all the Guefts, who 
celebrate by Songs the Praifes of the Animal, while they cut his 
Body in Pieces, and feaft upon it. Thefe Savages have not 
only, like the reft, the Cuftom of preparing themfelves for their 
great Hunting Matches Falling, which the Outagamis extend 
even to ten Days together, but alfo, while the Hunters are 
in the Field, they often oblige their Children to fall. They 
obferve their Dreams while they fall, and draw from thence 
good and ill Prefages of the Succefs of the Chace. The In- 
tention of thefe Falls is to appeafe the Guardian Genii of the 
Animals w'hich they are to hunt; and they pretend that they in- 
form them by Dreams, whether they will hinder or favour the 
Hunters. 

The Nation which for twenty Years laft has been the moll 
talked of in thefe weftern Parts, is the Oufagamis. The natu- 
ral Ficrceiiefs of thefe Savages, four’d by the ill Treatment 
they have feyeral Times met with, fometimes without Caufe, 
and their Aliiance with the Iroquois, who are always difpofed to 
create us new Enemies, have rendered them formidable. They 
have ftnee made a llricl Alliance with the Si^ux, a numerous 
Nation, which has inured itfelf to War by Degrees; and this 
Union has rendered all the Navigation of the upper Part of the 
^fJPffippi almoft impraaicable to us. It is not quite fafe to na- 
vigate the River of the Illinois, unlefs we are in a Condition to 

prevent 
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prevent a Surprife which is a great Injury to the Trade be- 
tween the two Colonies. whom I made many Enqui- 

I .ct in the ZlZrL which aL to\e 

Various Nations , y a ^nd North Weft of Canada-, and tho 
to the North and t j-ngw we muft not entirely depend on 
Weft of Canada. ^he Savages fay ; yet by 

what I have heard from to believe that there 

from many others, I have European Colo- 

are on this Continent feme f Nensj ^Mexico and 

nies, much more North than as it is na- 

California<t and that in going up the 

vigable, we come to ^ great Riter f„^h Dif- 

difeharges itfelf into the South 5 • P North, 

covery, which I believe more eafy this Way 

I can^^ake no Doubt, on wetghtng the nforn^a^^^^^^ 
had from many Places, and which agree pret y 
that by endeavouring to penetrate to the “V® 

ri, one Ihould find wherewithal to make one Amend, tor 
Charges and Fatigues ot luch an nterpn . ^ 



letter XX. 

i,nd bad ^altties. 

Madam, Lake Mich.oak, Mdi* 

y Departed from Michillimakinac the that^^h^ 

L^r; 

and the Lake too rough, which gives me a frclh pp 7 

” Th”l.gV5,"; Wihd »a. ag»». «!.», ‘ Vi' 

, , zoth, I went eight good League that Vz), 

Remarks on the proves that 1 was driven by the Cui- 

Currents of the already obferved the lame 

Lakes. Thing upon entering the Bay, an^d ms to- 

prifed at it. It is certain that this Bay, having^© 
difeharges itfelf into Lake Michigan-, and Lak. Mtch g , t 
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the fame Reafon, mnft difchai^e its Waters into Lake Hunt- 
and the rather, becaufe both the Bay and Lake Michigan re- 
ceive feveral Rivers ; Lake Michigan efpecially, which receives 
a great Number, fome of which are little inferior to the Seine • 
thefe great Currents are not perceivable but in the midft of the 
Channel, and produce Eddies or counter Currents, of which we 
take Advantage when we go along Shore, as they are obliged to 
do who go in Canoes of Bark. ° 

I went at firft live Leagues to the Weft, to get into Lake M/- 
chigan, I then turned to the South, and this is the only Route we 
hav'e to take for a hundred Leagues to the River St. Jofeph, No 
thing is finer than the Country which feparates the Lakes Michimn 
and Huron: Yefterday I went three Leagues further, and a high 
Wind obliged me to flop at this Ifland. I lhall Ihun the Irk- 
lomenefs of waiting here, by employing myfelf in finilhing 
my Account of the natural Inhabitants of this vaft Countiv 
a great Part of which I have already travelled over. 

The Savages of Canada are generally well made, and of a 
Portrait of the Stature ; but it is not unufual in fome 

Sa-vages. Nations to lee Ibmeof only a middle Staturej 

. ^ , but it is very uncommon to fee any that are 

deformed, or that have any outward Blemilh. They are ro- 
bnft and of a healthy Conftitution : They would be very Ion-- 
lived, if they fparedthemfelves a little more; but the greateft 
Part rum their Conftitntions by forced Marches, by defperate 
Paftmgs, andbygreat-Exceflesin eating: Befides that, during 
their Childhood, they have often their naked Feet in the Water, 
on the Snow and Ice, The Brandy which the Euroteam have 
lupphed them with, and for which they have fuch a ftrong In- 
c ination that exceeds all that can be laid of it, and which they 
always drink till they are drunk, has compleated their Ruin, 
and has not a little contributed to the Deftrudion of all thefe 
Nations, which are atprefent reduced to lefs than the twentieth 
rart of what they were a hundred and fifty Years ago. If this 
cominues they will become entirely extind. 

Their Bodies are not confined in their Infancy like our’s, and 
Their Strength, more proper to make their Joints 

,1, •_ T • L * , . §Ne them that Supplenefs in all 

their Limbs, which lye fo much admire in them, than this Li- 
berty, and the Exercifes to which the Children there are ac- 
cuftomed very early. The Mothers fuckle them a long Time, 
and there are fome that at fix or feven years old Hill tike the 
all Tf ' A <iocs not Tiinder them from taking 

whi^ ‘he open Air to 

^t bv they make tLm fuffer, 

> ttlc and little, and in a Manner proportioned to their 

Age, 
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Age, with plain and natural Food; all this forms Bodies capable 
of performing and of fufihring incijdiWe Things ; th^xcefs erf 
which, as I have already obferved, deftrws many be^e the^ 
arrive at an Age of Maturity. We have feen feme, after ^ir 
Stomachs were fwelled four Inphes. AiH con^ue eatmg as hear- 
tily as if they had juft begun : When they find themfelve^over- 
chLged the/fmoke, then they fleep, and when they w^e the 
Digeftion is generanjrperfeaed. Sometimes they take an Emetic, 
after which they begin to eat again. p 

In the Southern Countries they have but little Reftramt m 
the Article of Women ; who, on their Side, 
^heir FUes. lafeivious. Prom hence arifes the 

Corruption of Manners, which for fome Years paft has 
the Northern Nations. The Iroquois in pa«iculai were chafe 
enough, till they were converfant with the Illinois, and other 
neigfbouring People of Louifiana .- They have gamed nothing 
by their Ac^aintance with them, but adopting their Vices. It 
is certain that Effeminacy and Lull were carried in thefe Parts to 
the greateft Exoefs. There were amongft tfem fome Men who 
were not alhamed to drefs themfelves like Women, ahd to fu^ 
mit to all the Employments that belonged to the Women , from 
whence there followed a Corruption that cannot be expreffed. 
Some have pretended, that this Cuftom came from I know not 
what Principle of Religion : But this Religion, like many 
others, has taken its Rife from the Depravation of the Heart , 
or if this Cuftom took its Rife from the Spirit, it ended m the 
Flefti. Thefe effeminate Perfons never marry, and abandon 
themfelves to the moft infamous Paffions ; they are alfo treated 
with the greateft Contempt. 

On the other Hand, though the Women are ftrong and lufty, 
they are unfruitful. Befides the Reafons I 
Why- the Country already mentioned, that is to fay, the 

is isotbttterpeopkti. take to fuckle their Children, 

their Cuftom of Continence all this Time, and tfe exceffive La* 
bours they are obliged to undergo, in whatfoever Condition they 
and themfelves, this Barrennefs proceeds alfo from the Cuftom 
eftabUflied in many Places, which permits young Women to pro* 
ftitute themfelves before they are married ; add to tins, the ex* 
tremeNeceflity to which thefe People are often reduced, and which 
takes away their Defire of having Children. 

For the reft, it is certain, that they have great Advantages over 
us ; and I conflder, as the chief of all, the 
•The Advantages pgj.feftnefs of their Senfes, either internal or 
they have over us. gxternal. In Spite of the Snow, which 
dazzles their Eyes, and the Smoke, which almoft fmothers them 
for fix Months in the Year, their Sight never decays ; Their 

HparTnf^ 
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Hearing is extremely quick, and their Smelling fo exquillte that 
they fmell Fire a long Time before they can difcover it ’ On 
Account of the Exquifitencfs of their Smell, they can’t bear the 
Scent of Mulk, nor any llrong Smell. They fay alfo, that they 
like no Odours, but thofe of Eatables. ^ 

Their Apprehenfion is very wonderful ; It is enough for them 
to have been but once in a Place, to have an exaft Idea of it 
which IS never effaced. If a Foreft is ever fo large and path- 
lefs, they crofs it without wandering, when they have well con- 
f^ftain Marks, by which they guide themfelves. 

Tne Inhabitants of Acadia, and of the Environs of the Gulf 
I S' V 'o Canoes of Bark (to pafs over to Terre de 

with whom 

they were .at War) would go thirty or forty Leagues on the 
Pla^ wi'-hout Compafs, and make the Land efaftly at the 
Place they propofed. In the moft cloudy Weather they will 

follow the Sun many Days, without making anyMiftake^ The 

bell Clock cannot give us better Information of the Progrefs of 
the Sun, than they can, only by viewing the Sky ; fo that do 
what you can to put them out of their Way, ’tis vtry rare that 
■ th'T Route. They are bom wfth this Talem : It 

Yonth of their Obfervations, nor of long Cuftom ; 

Youth, who never before went out of their Village, travel as fc 
curely as thofe who have been moll ufed to range fhe Country. 
The Beauty of their Imagination is equal to its Vivacity, and 
Their Eloquence. fPpears in all their Difeourfe. They are 
f„Ti.rn - • 9“'ok at Repartee, and their Speeches are 

^ kr ^ ih»ning Paffages, that would have been applauded in the 
.public Affemblms at Rom and Athens. Their Eloqueie has 

atmfn ^rnd" fo pathetic, that Art cannot 

thonak ^ admired in the Barbarians : And 

hevmake noTeT fupported by Aftion, though 

they make no Geftures, and do not raife their Voice, we feel that 

quence^s peXIve^. 

It would be llrange, that with fuch a fine Imagination, they 
Their Memory, not have an excellent Memory. They 

their Penetration, dellitute of all the Flelps we have in- 

their Judgment. Rented to affift our’s, or to fupply its Defeft. 
r manv it is fcarcely credible of how 

hoi7mn;k n !; ,* r.atttcular Circumftances, andwdth 

fio^, k ^ k ^ Councils. On fome Occa- 

.h«;,e ro7L'r''''“V^ “ ■>“ A,dd« 

rney are to difcufs ; and by this they form a Sort of local Me 

r^SirdiS or fiVHomfto^e" 

ther, >.iH difplay twenty Prefents. each of which requires an fn- 

tire 
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tire Difcourfe, without forgetting any Thing, pr even without 
Hefitation. Their Narration is clear and exa^ ; and though 
they ufe many Allegories, and other Figures, it is animated, and 
has all the pleafing Turns which their Language affords. 

They have a true and folid Judgment, and go dircdlly to the 
Markin View, without flopping, without wandering, and with- 
out being put on a wrong Scent. They readily conceive all that 
is within the Compafs of their Knowledge ; but to put them in 
a Way of fucceeding in the Arts, without which they have 
lived hitherto, as they have not' the leall Idea of them, it would 
reejuire a great deal of Labour \ and the more fo, as they have 
the higheft Contempt for every Thing which they do not find 
neceflary, that is to fay^ for what we value mofl. It would alfo 
be no fmall Difficulty to make them capable of Rellraint and 
Application in Things merely fpeculative, or which they fhould 
look upon as ufelefs. As to what relates to their own Concern^ 
they negle<a nothing, nor do any Thing precipitately : And 
though they are fb flow in taking their Refolutions, yet they arc 
as warm and a6live in putting them in Execution. 1 his is ob- 
ferved efpecially of the Hurons and the Iroquois. They are not' 
only ready at Repartee, but alfo witty. 

An Outaouaisy named John le ElanCy a bad Chrijliany and a 
great Drunkard, being afked by Comte de Frontenac, what he 
thought Brandy was made of, which he loved fo well, faid it was 
an Extradl of Tongues and Hearts ; for (added he) when I have 
drank it, I fear nothing, and I talk to Admiration. 

The greatefl Part of them have truly a Noblenefs and an 
^ . Equality of Soul, to which we feldom ar- 

Greainejs Helps we can obtain from 

of Soul. Philofophy and Religion. Always Mailers 

of themfelves, in the mofl fudden Misfortunes, we can’t per- 
ceive the lead Alteration in their Countenances. A Prifoner, 
who knows in what his Captivity will end, or, which is perhaps 
more furprifing, who is flill uncertain of his Fate, does not lofe 
on this Account a Quarter of an Hour’s Sleep : Even the firil 
Emj[)tions do not find them at a Fault. 

A Huron Captain was one Day infulted and flruck by a young 
Man. I'hofc whow^ere prefent, would have punifhed this Au- 
dacioufnefs on the Spot. “ Let him alonCy (faid the Captain) 
“ Did not you fed the Earth trctnble ? He is Juficiently informed of 
his Folly.^^ 

Their Conflancy in fuffering Pain, is beyond all Expreffion. 
cr'L • n a A young Woman fliall be a whole Day in 
^heirConfianey j^^^bour, \vithout making one Cry : If Ihc 
tn Jupring I am. jbewed the lead Weaknefs, they would edeem 
iier unworthy to be a Mother ; becaufe, as they fay, die could 

only 
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only breed Cowards. Nothing is more common, than to fee 
Perfons of aH Ages, and of both Sexes, fuffer for many Hours, 
and fometimes many Days together, the fharpeft Effe^s of Fire, 
and all that the moil induftrious Fury can invent to make it 
moil painful, without letting a Sigh efcape. They are em- 
ployed for the moll Part, during their Sufferings, in encour 
raging their Tormenters by the mofl infulting Reproaches, 

An Outagamiy who was burnt by the Illinois with the utnioft 
Cruelty, perceiving a Frsnehman among the Speflators, begged 
of him that he would help his Enemies to torment him ; and 
upon his afking why he made this Requeft, he replied, ‘‘ Be- 
** catife I Jhoula hanje the Comfort of dying by the Hands of a Man* 
** My greatef Grief (adds he) is, that 1 neaser killed a Man'^ 
** But (faid an Illinois) you ha<ve killed fuch and fucb a Per/on*^ 
As for the Illinois, (replied the Prifoner) 1 ha^e killed enough 
“ of them, but they are no Men I* 

What I haveobferved in another Place, Madam, to lefTen the 
Aflonifhment which fuch an Infenfibility fills one with, does not 
hinder us from allowing that fuch a Behaviour fhews a great 
deal of Bravery. There mull always be, to elevate the Soul 
above the Senfe of Pain to fuch a Degree, an Effort which com«^ 
mon Souls are not capable of. The Savages exercife themfelves 
in this all their Lives, and accuilom their Children to it from 
their tendered Years. We have feen little Boys and Girls tie 
themfelves together by one Arm, and put a lighted Coal be- 
tween them, to fee which would fhake it off firft. In lliort, wa 
mu ft alfo allow, that according to Cicero* s Remark, an Habit 
of Labour makes us bear Pain more eafily (a). But there arc 
perhaps no Men in the World who fatigue themfelves more than 
the Savages, either in their Huntings, or in their Journies. 
Laftly,^ what proves that this Kind of Infenfibility is in thefe 
Barbarians the EfFecl of a true Courage, is, that it is not found 
in all of them. 

It is not furprifing that with this Greatnefs of Soul, and thefe 
elevated Sentiments, the Savages fhould be intrepid in Danger, 
and of a Courage, Proof againft every Thing. It is true, that 
in their Wars they expofe themfelves as little as may be, becaufe 
they make it their chief Glory never to buy the Vi6lory at a 
dear Rate; and becaufe of their Nations not being numerous, 
they have made it a Maxim net to weaken them : But when 
they mull fight, they , do it like Lions, and the Sight of theit 
Blood aces out encreafe their Strength and Courage. They 
have been in many Aftions with our brave Men, who have feen 
them perform Things almoft incredible. 

(a) Confuetudo enim iaborum perpeflionem dolormu efficit faciliorem. 
'Tufi, 15 . 

o A Miffionary 
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A Miffionary having accompanied fome Ahenakis in an Expe- 
dition againft England, and knowing that a great Partv of 
the Engiilh were purfuing them in their Retreat, endeavoured all 
he could to make them make Hade forward, but without Effeft. 
All the Aufwer he received, was, that they were not afraid of 
thofe People. At laft all s\^zEngVtJh came in Sight, and they were 
at leafl twenty to one. The Savages, without Teeming at all 
prifed, firfl: conduced the Father to a Place of Safety, then 
went and waited boldly for the Enemy in a Place where there 
was only Tome Stumps of Trees. The Engagement laded al- 
mofl the whole Day. The Abettakis did not lofe a Man, and^ 
put the Flight, after having covered the field of 

Battle with the Dead. 1 had this Account from the Mif- 

fionary himfcif ("aj- ,,<11 j 

But what furprifes infinitely in Men whole whole outward 
Appearance proclaims nothing but Barbarity, 

Then- Kindnefs behave to each other with fuch 

to each other, Kindnefs and Regard, that are not to be 

found amongft the moll civilized Nations. Doubtlefs this pro- 
ceeds in fome Meafure from the Words mine arid thine being 
as yet unknown to thefe Savages. T hofe cold VI ords, as 
Et, Chryfoftom calls them, which extinguilhing in our Hearts the 
Fire of Charity, lights up that of Covetoufnefs. ^ We are 
equally charmed with that natural and uriafFedled Gravity which 
reigns in all their Behavidur, in all their Aftioris, and in the 
greateft Part of their Diverfions ; as likewife with the Civility^ 
and Deference they Ihew to tneir Equals, and the Refpe£l of 
young People to the Aged ; and laft4y, never to fee them quar- 
rel among themfelves with thofe indecent ExprelTions, and the 
Oaths and Curfes, fo common amongft us. All which are Proofs 
of good Senfe, and a great Command of Temper. 

I have already faid, that one of their Principles, and that of 
which they are the moft jealous, is, that one Man owes nothing 
to another : But from this bad Maxim they draw a good Infe- 
rence, that is to fajt that we mull never do an Injury to any 
Perfon, from whom we have received no Wrong. There is no- 
thing wanting to their Happinefs, but^ to behave between Na- 
tion and Nation, as they do betw'cen private Perfons, and ne^'er 
to attack any People of whom they have no Caufe to complain, 
and not to carry tneir Revenge fo far. 

On the other Hand, we mull allow that what we mod admire 
. n V ^ Savages, is not always pure Virtue ; 

H tktr r ride ^ and Conditution and Vanity have a great 

their other Fdiltngs, their bed Qualities are 

{aj Father Bigot, Thisfeems to be Apocrypha. 

F f ^ 
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tarniftied by great Vices. Thefe Men, who at Arft View an. 
pear to us fo contamptible, of all Mankind have the greatdl 
C^ontempt for all others, and the higheft Opinion of themfelves. 
The proudeft of all were the Huron:, before Succefles had lifted 
up the Hearts of the Iroquois, and grafted in them a Haughtr- 
nefs, which nothing can yet fupprefs, on a fierce Rudenefs 
which before was their diftrngui/hing Charafter. ’ 

On the other Side, thefe People, fo proud and jealous of their 
Liberty, are beyond alt Imagination Slaves to Human Refpeft • 
They are accufed of being light and inconftant ; but they are 
fo, rather through a Spirit of Independence, than by Charafter 
as I _hpe obferved of the Canadians.- They are diftruftful and 
fufpicious, efpecially tow^d's us ; treacherous, when their In- 
^reft IS concerned ; Diflemblers, and revengeful to Excef^ 
Time does not abate in them their Deftre of Revenge : It is the 
moft precious Inheritance which they leave to their Children 
and which is tranfmitted from Generation to Generation till 
they find an Opportunity to execute it. ’ 

As to what we call more particularly the Qualities of the 
polities of the Savages do not value themfelves 

Heart. much on them ; or, to fpeak more properly, 

f ^ Virtues in them. Friendfiiip, 

C(^pafiion, Gratitude, AttachrtiCnt, they have fomething of all 
this, but it is not in the Heart ,• and in them it is Jefs the Efteft 
of a good Difpofition, than of Reflexion, or Inflind. The Care 
they take of Orphans, Widows, and the Infirm, and theHofpita^ 
lity they exercife in fuch an admirable Manner, are to them only 
the Confequence of their Perfuafion, that all Things ought to 
be in common among Men. Fathers and Mothers have a Fond- 
nefs for their Children, which rifes even to Weaknefs ; but 
which does not incline them to make them virtuous, and which 
appears to be purely Animal. Children, on their Side, have no 
natural Gratitude for their Parents, and they even treat them 
fometimes with Indignity, efpecially their Fathers. I have 
heard fome Examples of this Sort, that are horrible, and which 
cannot be related : But here follows one Inftance that was pub- 
he. ^ 

An Iroquois, who ferved a long Time in our Troops againil his 

. ■ own Nation, and even as an Officer, methis 

Father in an Engagement, and was going to 
kill him. When he dilcovered who he was, 
he held his Hand, and faid to him, “ Tou 
ha^e once gi<ven me Life^ and ntmo 1 gi<ve it to 

'' ^ ^ the Debt I 

^ d you. Nothing can better prove the Neceflity of Edu- 

cation, and that Nature alone docs not fufliciently infirua us in 

our 



Example of the 
little Affe^ion of 
Children for their 
Parents, 
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our moil cffentlal Duties. And what demonftrates more evi- 
dently the Advantages of the ChriJUan Kehgion, ^ 
produced in the Hearts of thefe Barbarians, in all thefe Re- 
fpefts, a Change which appears wonderful. 

*^But if the Savages know not how to take the bweets ot 
; j Friendihip, they have at leaft difcovered ,ts 

Particular Friend- XJfefulnefs. Every one amonglt them has a 
Jhips among the Sa- p^iend nearly of his own Age, between 
•vages. whom there is a mutual Engagement, which 

tereft are obliged to do every Thing, and to run all Wazaras to 
;.Tfuccof, each other. Death .. they ^ 
rates them only for a Time ; They depend 

the other World, never to part more, being perfuaded that they 

ihall Hill want each other’s AlTiitoce. rUi/Han Sa- 

I have heard it reported, on this Occafion, that a ba 

vage but one who .did not purfue the Maxims of the Gofpe! 
befng threatened with Hell hy zjefuity afeed this Miffionary, if 
heth^ght his Friend, who was lately £ 

Place of Punilhment ? The Father 

to judge that he had found Mercy with Gop. _ I luon t J" 

» faid the Savage ; and this Motive engaged him 

to do all we required, that is to fay, t^at he was wiling to go 
to Hell as to Heaven, to meet with his Companion But Goo 
makes Ufe of all Means to fave his Eleft. They add. that 
thefe Friends, when they are at a Ditonce from each other. u^^^ 
mutual Invocations in any Dangers ^ 

be underftood, without Doubt, of iSreft 

AfTociations are bound by Prefents, and almoft al 

rnlLtSiiir >0 b*.A. l=a« h ir 

’^Viic'c^ourof the Savages does not prove a third Species be- 

fr-1 ^ 1 d- tweentheWhiteandtheBlack, as fomc People 

The Colour of have imagined. They are very fwarthy.an.d 
the Savages. ^ <jark Red, which appears more in 

Florida, of which Louifana is a Part : But this i* 
ral Complexion. The frequent Friaions they ufe, gives them 
this Red ; and it is furprifmg that they are not blacker, being 
continually expofed to the Smoke in Winter, 
of the Sun inLmmer, and in all Seafons to aU the Inclemen- 
cies of the Air. 
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It IS not fo eafy to give a Reafon why they have not a Hair 
Why they ka-ve whole Body, excepting the Hairs of 

no Beards. nezd, which they have all very black 

«i 1 a- Lalhcs, and Eyebrows, which fome 

alfo pluck off ; and ’tis the fame Cafe with almoft all the dm. 
mans. What makes it Hill more furprifing, is, that their Chij! 
drenare born with a thin Hair, and pretty long, all over their Bo* 
flfo’fn“‘ d'lappears after eight Days. The old Men have 
with T^^**^* i°" Chin, as we fee fome old Women have 
^ attribute this Singularity to 

conftant Cuftom the Jmericans have of fmoking, and which 
that both Sexes. Others think it more natural to fay° 

that this proceeds from the Quality of their Blood ; which be’ 

^uleTleA o 7 th Aliments, pro- 

^inni: r \ Superfluities, which our’s, being moregrofs 

the^ <?n f having fewer Salts, it is lefs ft foj 

Font r ^t)0d which renders the Savages fo fwift of 

T/7« ’ ^ ^ ^tom an Ifland not far from 

who, before he had eat any Bread, aflured me that he 

FatiVur-''^buT/°°l‘^i^^^ commonly without 

vel S’the fame Eaf^^^ 

to"htvV®nr m"’ Savages think it a very great Beauty 

e-row on T- V"k- J ‘hey have any 

^Stns the direftly ; that the £«ro- 

with’thelr^wP^® frightful to them 

not think n ^k® A*’, ‘h« i ‘hat they do 

Ta?e, bLufetwi fak ’ 

Saimtes’ formerly had in £uro/ie of 

is not only en- 

thev a ^ but it is exaaiy that which 

likTo,," s LVa.-r"''' ''''' 

/ /7W, &C, 
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<y ^ St losEPH. Remarks on the Ri^rs <whtch 

K7il tJ u^TJTfr.. ,U E.fi Of F.^ M^- 

ouETTE’s Ri'ver, aud the Origin of tu Name. 

the Savages. W* Remarks on the Lharaaer of thefe 

People. 



Madam, 



St. Joseph, Auguft i6. 



T T is eight Days fince I arrived at tl>is Poft, where we have 
T a Miflion, and where there is a Commandant with » ^ 
Garrifon . The Houfe of the Commandant, which is a tf 
TMng, is called the Fort, becaufe 

Palifal, and it is much the fame Thing in allot.ier Places 
exceotine the Forts of Chambly and Cataracom, which are real 
Kffef. There are however in all of them feme Pieces of 
Cannon or Pattereroes, which, in Cafe of Need, ® 

prevent a Coup de Main, and to keep the Savages in Aw e. 

^VVe have here two Villages of Savages, one of Msams^ 
the other of Pouteouatwnies, they are both tor 
DangeroftheNa- the moft Part Chriftians, but ‘hey *iave beep 
‘vigation of Lake ^ -pjjjjg without Pallors, and the Mil- 
Michigan. fionary that was lately fent hither _ will have 

no little Trouble to reflore the Exercife of Religion. The 
River St. Jofepb comes from the South Ead to difcharge itfelf 

bto"he Bo{?;^iof LakeM,VW„. ‘he Baft Coad of 

mud range, which is a hundred Leagues long, before we enter 
this Rivel Then we go up it two hundred 
at the Fort; This. Navigation ^ 

when the Wind comes front ‘he open Lake, the 

the Waves are the whole length of the Lake ; ^nd the ^ 
Winds are very common, here. It is alfo very pro^ble that 
the Number of Rivers, which run into the ^ 
contribute by the Shock of their Currents with ‘he Waves, to 
render the Navigation more dangerous : It is certain that ther.. 
are few Places in Canada where there are more Wrecks.-— But 
take up my Journal again where I left off. 

The 
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The firft of Augujl, after having failed Crofs a Bay that is thirty 

Remarks on the ^ Right the IJks 

^injers •uie meet Cajtory which appeared to be very well 
^ith in this Route, > iind Tome Leagues further, on the 

K.-n^ R n, L- U perceived on an Eminence of Sand a 
Xind ot Buih, which, when we are over againft it has the Shane 

(the Jleeptng Bear), and the Savages the Bear lying demon. I went 
twenty Leagues that Day, ani encamped in "a little Ifllnd 
44 30 Nwth Latitude; this is nearly the Latitude of Montreal. 
rom the Entrance of Lake Michigan to this Ifland, the Coaft 

IZZl ^ Country it an- 

g^od, at lead to judge of it by the fine ForeL 
with which It IS covered. On the other Hand, it is well watered 

RrnnT ^ ^^i^covcring either fome large 

Brook, or fome pretty River, and the farther we go South, the 
Rivers grow larger, and have a longer Courfe, the Peninfula 
ns ^®P®rates Lake Michigan from Lake^f«ra», growing wider 
to the South. Neverthelefs, the gfeateft f an o? 
the?h^l?rv.-^’’^^“^ their Mouths; but 

?ance of two near their En- 

trai^e of two, three, or four Leagues round. This proceeds 

Av^hkhaS d«ven back by the Waves of thf Lake, 

Tf the R^ 7^/ w”" at the Mouth; 

t tile Rivers, whofe Waters being flopt by thefe Banks which 

thefl^r made themfelves by Degrees 

SeSn; ^ttundation oft 4 

wnole Lountry when the Snows mdt. 

n the third I entered Father Marq,iett/s River to examine if 
Father Mar- ^ ^ ^ ^ ^eard of it was true. It is at 
quette’s 7 ?/W. ^ Brook, but fifteen Paces higher, 

P^{ 7 \rre» c * * ^^ich IS ncat two Leagues round, to make a 

awav^wh^p' Michigan, one would think they had dug 

Se ® '"J'ich we leave to the Left 

lenih^of ® f ‘’’e Coaft is very low for the 

hkh rt \ Tu ; then all at once it rifes very 

thfs is It. reprefented to me; concerning which; 

SiL r hf f"‘ I radition of all our Travellers, and 

pfi ^ Miftionaries. 

his t, ^ of Laon in Picarefy, where 

illuftrious^^ ir ^ diftinguifted Rank, was one of the moft 
^iuitrious Miftionaries of Nemo France ; he travelled over almoft 

the M tr%rT^ Difcoveries; the laft of which 

7 Z, he entered with the Sieur Joliet in 

*673. Two Years after this Difeovery, of which he pililhed 
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an Account, as he was going from Chicagou, which is at the 
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Bottom of Lake Michigan, to Michillimakinac, he entered the Ri- 
ver I am {peaking of ^ the Bntrance of which was then at the 
Extremity of the low Land, which I have faid we leave to 
the Right at entering it. He fet up his Altar here, and faid 
Mafs. After this, he went a little Diftance to return Thanks, 
and prayed the two Men who managed his Canoe, to leave him 
alone for half an Hour. This Time being expired, they went 
to feek him, and were greatly furprifed to find him dead ; but 
they recolleaed, that upon entering the River, he had faid that 
he fhould finidi his Journey there. Neverthelefs, as it was too 
far from thence to Michillimakinac, to carry his Body thither, they 
buried him pretty near the Side of the River ; which from that 
Time has retired, as out of Refpea, to the Cape, at the Foot of 
which it now runs, and where it has made a new Paflage. The 
Year following, one of the two Men who had performed the 
laft Duties to this Servant of God, returned to the Place where 
he had buried him, took up his Remains, and carried them to 
Michillimakinac. 1 could not learn, or I have forgot, what Name 
this River had before; but at prefent the Savages always call it 
the River of the Black Gonvn (a). The French hzye given it 
the Name of Father Marquette ; and never fail to invoke him, 
when they find themfelves in any Danger on the Ldkc Michigan. 
Many have affirmed, that they believe it was owing to his Inter- 
celTion, that they have efcaped very great Dangers. 

I went three Leagues further that Day, and encamped at the 



Number of red and white Pines, the laft have the hardeft Bark, 
but thebeft Wood, and (hed a Gum which is pretty fine ; the 
firll have the fofteft Bark, but the Wood is heavier. They draw 
from thefe the Tar of which the beft Pitch is made. 1 failed 
thus pleafantly to the River St. Jofeph, which I entered the 6th, 
very late, or the yth very early in the Morning, for it was 
about Midnight when we arrived here, having refted ourfelves 
two good Hours at the Side of the Lake of La Ri^viere Noire 
(the Black which is eight Leagues diftant, and where 

there is a great deal of Gin-'ftng. 

The River St. Jofeph h^bo-^e a hundred Leagues long, and 



vered with Trees of a prodigious Height, under w’hich there 

(a) Thus the Savages call the jefuits. They call the PrieAs, tlie 
Capes ; and the RecoJlets, the Gre^ Girwns. 



Of the red and 
the njjhite Pines. 



Entrance of the River St. Nicolas, on the Side 
of a pretty Lake, that is longer, but not fo 
wide as the former. I found here a great 




its Source is not far from Lake Erie : It is 




grows 
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grows in fome Places very line Capillaire, (Maiden Hair ). I wai 
two Days making this Way, but the Night of the firft was very 
near putting an End to my Journey. I was taken for a Bear, 
and I was within a Hair’s Breadth of being killed under this De- 
nomination, by one of my Canoe Men in the following Manner. 

After Supper and Prayer, as it was yery hot, I went to take a 
Walk, keeping always by the Side of the River. A Spaniel 
that follo\yed me every where, took a Fancy to jump into the 
River, to fetch I know not what, which I had thrown in with- 
out Thought. My People, who thought I was gone to Re/t 
efpecially as it was late, and the Night dark, hearing the Noife 
this Creature made, thought it was a Roe-Buck that was crollin? 
the River ; and two of them immediately fet out with their 
Guns charged. Luckily for me, one of the two, who was a 
blundering fellow, was called back by the reft, for Fear he 
flionld occafion the Lofs of their Game ; otherwife it might 
have happened, that by his blundering I Ihould have been (hot. 

The other advancing llowly, perceived me about twenty 
Paces from him, and made no Doubt that it was a Bear Handing 
upon his hind Feet, as thefe Animals always do when they hear 
a Noife. At this Sight he cocks his Gun, which he had loaded 
with three Balls ; and crouching down almoft to the Ground, 
made his Approaches as lilently as polTible. He w.as going to 
lire, when on my Side I thought I faw fomething, without be- 
ing able to dillinguilh what it was ; but as I coul<i not doubt but 
rtat itw'as one of my People, I thought proper to alk him if by 
Chance he did not take me for a Bear : He made me no An- 
swer, and when I. came up to him, I found him like one Thun- 
der-ftruck, and as it were feized with Horror at the Blow he 
wasjuft going to give. It was his Comrades who told me what 
had paHed. 

The River Jo/eph is fo convenient for the Trade of all 
arts of Canada^ that it is no Wonder it has always been much 
icquented by the Savages. Furthermore, it waters averyfenile 
Country : But this is not what thele People value moil. It 
IS even a great Lofs to give them good Lands : Either thev 
make no Ufe of them, or they foon make them poor by fowine 
tiu'ir Maiz. - r / ^ 

Mafeoutins had, not long fjnee, a Settlement on this Ri- 
ver ; but they arc returned to their own Country, which is, as 
they fay, ftiH finer. The Pciitecuatamies have fucceiTively occu- 
pied here feveral Polls, and remain here flill. Their Villageis 
t e Side as the Fort, a little lower, and on a very fine 

^pot. 'The \ iilage of the Mtofniss is on the other Side of the 
River. Q 
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Thefe Savages >yho have at all, Times applied themfelves more 
, , than the others to Phyfic, fet a high Value 

0/tIxGm-leng Qin-feng, and are perfuaded that this 
^Canada. pj,n( JlJ^s the Virtue to render Women fruit- 

ful. But I do not think that it was for this Reafon they called it 
Abefoutchenna, which means a Child : It owes this Name to the 
Shape of its Root, at lead; among the Iroquois. You have feen 
without Doubt, Madam, what Father Lqffitau, who brought it 
firft to France, has wrote of it under the Name of Aurelia Cana~ 
denfis : It is at lead for Shape abfolutely the fame as that which 
comes to us from Chinay ana which the Chinife get Corejx 
and Tartary. Th6 Name they give it, which figniiies 
Likenefs of a Man ; the Virtues they attribute to it, and which 
have been experienced in Canada by thofe who have ufed it, and 
the Conformity of the CHniate ( a)y are great Reafons to thinly 
that if we took it as coming from China, it would be as much 
efteemed as that the Chinefe fell us ; perhaps it is fo .little ef- 
teemed by us, becaufe it grows in a Country that belongs to 
us, and that it has not the Recommendation of being entirely 
foreign. 

In going up the River St, Jofeph, I obfe^cd feveral Trees, 
which I had not feen in any other Place. 
The moft remarkable, and which I took at 
Tree, and the SaJ- \yy its Leaves, grows very 

large, and bears Beans which appear very 
good to the Eye ; but the more they are boiled the harder they 
grow, fo that they could never be ufed. The Fields which fur- 
round the Fort are fo full of Saffafras, that it perfumes the Air ; 
but it is not a great Tree as in Carolina : Thfey are little Shrubs 
which grow near the Ground ; perhaps alfo they are but Shoots 
of the Trees that were cut down to clear the Environs of the 
fort, and of the Savage Villages. 

There are here many Simples, which they fay the Savages 
make Ufe of a little at a Venture, withoivt 
any other Principle than a flight Experiment 
made by Chance, and which fometimes de- 
ceives them ; for the fame Remedies do not 
a£l equally on all Sorts of Subjedls, attacked 
with the fame Dillempers ; but thefe People 
know not how to make all thefe Diftinflions. One Thing which 
much furprifes me, is the impenetrable Secrecy they keep con- 

(a) The Black Ri<ver (la Rt'vUre Nieire) is in 41 Deg. 50 Min. it is in 
the fame Latitude they get the of Cor^^. for the Emperor ot Qbma, 

Some of Qur’s has been carried to Cbinf, .and being prepared by the 
they have fold it as coming ir^n^ Qoua pr Tar^ar^, Ipr th.e reft, this Prepa- 
ration adds nothing to it, 

G g cerning 
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cerning their Simples, cr the little Curiofity of the FreHrh 
get the Knowledge of them. If the laft are not in Fault no 
tiiuig makes it appear more, in my Opinion, that the Sava<»«' 
are not pleafcd to fee us in their Country ; And we have otfe* 
Proofs, which are as clear as this. It is very likely alfo thJ 
thev to their SimSs ^J 

dk^^rhe that they would Ibon 

• ^ difcoyered any of them to Strangers. 

The Savages of thefe Parts are naturally Thieves, and think 
Ofthelllamis. g°od Prizes that they can catch. It is 
7 n. f>rs» • true, that if we fbon difcover that wf 

fufficient to inform the Chief of it tnd 
weare fure to recover it; but we muft give the Chief moS £ 

the T^tng; and he requires further fome Trifle for 

•r ir found it, and who is probably the Thief him 

fdf: I happened to be in this Cafe the Day afmr my 
and they Ihewed me no Favour. Thefe Barbarians would fooni’ 
.n a Wa, d.a» mat, .ha Ie.H CoS:”'"”;? 

Some Days after I paid a Vifit to the Chief of the 

HI5 iis 

Sr“5a”S"l”“f f *^8 £eSJX..'. 

That Day the FouUaua/amu were come to play at of 

The Came of the Miamis: They played in the 

Stra^ws. toe Cabin of the Chief, and on an open 

1,,,- 1^. 1 j ^ ^ I arcel, uhich are commonly two 

Number. After havinn- 

Sd 1 nl£^tiT/r a thoufand Contorfionst 

and invoking the Genii, they feparate them with a Kind of an 

Awl, or a pointed Bone, into Parcels of ten each • Fverv rme* 
Sfert!’,?.”" “ “ 'I'M happen, .o gfi .h^P„. 

that 
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that fotnetimes the Number Nine wins the Game. Th«y 
that there was as much Skill as Hazard ,n this Game, and that the 
Savages are great Sharpers in this as well as in all other Gam«; 
and that they are fo eager at it, that they play whole Days and 
Nights, and fometimes do not leave off playing nil they are 
quire naked, and have nothing more to l°le. 1 hey have another 
iame, at which they do not play for any 1 hing rnerely fo 
Diverfion; but it has almoft always fome bad Confequences 

with Refpea to their Manners. , 

As foon as it is Night, they fet up m the Middle of a great 
Cabin feveral Pofts in a Ring, in the Midft 
Another Game. j. inftruments of Mufic : They place 

on each Poll a Packet of Down, and which muff be each of a 
different Colour. The young People of b^h Sexes, "ungl d 
together, dance roundabout tb^fe Pofts ; The ^ung Wo^^ 
have alfo Down of the Colour they like. From Time to Time 
a young Man fteps out of the Ring, and goes to take from a 
Poll fome Down of the Colour which he knows his Miftrefs 
likes, and putting it upon his Head he dances round^her and 
by a Sign appoints her a Place of Rendezvous. hen the 
Dance is over, the Feaft begins, and lafts all Day . ^ S 
every one retires, and the young Women manage Matters fo 
well, that in Spite of the Vigilance of their Mothers, they go to 

the Place of Affignation. - • 

The Miamis have two Games more, the firft which is 
called the Game of the Bat. They play at it with a Ball, and 
Sticks bent and ending in a Kind of Racket. They let p 
two Pofts, which ferve for Bounds, and vvhich are ^“rant from 
each other according to the Number of 

if they are eighty, Ihere is half a League Diftance between foe 
Pofts.^ The Players are divided into two B^^®>'^bich have each 
their Poll: Their Bufmefs is to ftrike the Ball to the of 

the adverfe Party without letting it “‘be Ground, an^^^ 
without touching it with the Hand, for in either o . 

they lofe the Game, unlefs he who ^^>“5 the Fault repairs it 
by ftriking the Ball at one Blow to the Poll, which is often im- 
poflible. Thefe Savages are fo dexterous at catching^the Ba 1 
with their Bats, that fometimes one Game will laft m..ny Day. 

*°^The fccond Game is much like the former, but is not 1° <1^* 
gerous. They mark out two Bounds, as in the fiift, and the 
Players occupy all the Space between.^ He that “ bcgin.- 
thrLs a Ball up in the Air as perpendicularly as ‘ba‘ 

he may catch it the better, and throw vit towards ‘he Bounds. 
All the^ others have their Hands lifted up, and he that carehes 
the Ball repeats the fame, or throws the Ball to one of his Band 
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that he judges more nimble and dexterous than himfelf- for to 
win the Game, the Ball muft never have been in the Ha’nds of 
the adverfe Party before it comes to the Bound. The Women 
alfo play at this Game, but it is but feldom : Their Bands confift 
Game*^ ^^e, and the firft that lets the Ball fall, lofes the 

The Pouteouatamis have here a Chief, and an Orator, who 
are Perfons of Merit. The firft, named 
Piremn, is a Man upwards of flxty, very fo- 
ber and prudent ; The fecond, named Ouiia- 
mek, is younger : He is a Chrifitan, and well 

R„tt T^ makes no Exercife of his 

Religion. One Day as I was making him fome Reproaches on 

t 'vent into the Chapel, and 

laid his Prayers aloud, fo th.n we heard him at the Miffionary’s 
Lodging. It IS diftcult to find a Man that fpeaks better, aL 
who has more Senfe. On the other Hand, he is of a very amiable 
Charafter, and fincerely attached to the French. Piremn is not 
cif Refpeft, and I have heard them both in a Coun- 

Elo 

h^any Savages of the two Nations which are fettled on this 
The fad Con/e- are juft returned from the EngHjh Go- 

gvences of Drunk- i°n*es, whither they went to fell their Peltry, 
enne/s. ^nd from whence they have brought back a 

A- * ^ Brandy. It has been divided 

according to Cu&om-, that h to fay, every Day they diftribute to 
certain Number of Petfons as much as is neceflary for each to 
get drunk, and the ivholfe was drank in eight Days. They 
egan to ^ink in the two Villages as foon as the Sun was fet, 
Md every Night the Country refounded with frightful Cries and 

ifri?" u'* o ® of i^'^vils had 

ann^ » ’ Or that the two Villages were cutting one 

his Arm with a Fall, and I faid to him, that certainly 

''‘1“ f^ei^pJied, that this Accident 

vvas nothing, that he Ihould foon be cured, and that he would 

Brandy ° again as foon as he had got a frelh Stock of 

« ivr^j’ Madam, what a Miflionary can do in the midftof fuch 
a Diforder, and hoW greatly it muft affea an honeft Man, who 
fn to ga5n Souls to God, to be obliged 

1° i*’ without having it in his Power to remedy 

k are fenfiblc that Drunkennefs ruins and 

a to perfuade them that they 

‘ e c firft to afk that we fhonid hinder them of a Liquor 

that 
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that Is attended with fuch fatal Confequences, they are fatisfied 
with replying. » It is you that have accuftomed us to it, we can 
« no longer do without it. and if you refufe to fupp ly us, we 

» willgefitof the£»g/^... f 

“ kills US, it is true, but it is you who have done the Mifchief, 
- and there is now no Remedy ”. Neverthelefs, ‘^y «ryn 
the wrong to blame us alone ; had it not been for the EngUp E 
believe 4 could have put a Stop to this Trade in the Colony, or 
reduced it within proper Bounds.— But we IhaU perhaps be foon 
obliged to give Permiffion to fupply them with it from France 
taking Meafures to prevent its Abufe, inafmuch as the EngUjb 
Brandy is more hurtful than our's. 

A Diforderthat corrupts the Manners of a People never comes 
alone ; it is always the Principle, or the Rife of many 
others. The Savages, before they fell into this I am fpeaking 
of, excepting War, which they always made in a barbarous and 
inhuman Manner, had nothing to dillurb their Happinefs; 
Drunkennefs hath rendered them interefted, and has dillurbed 
the Peace they enjoyed in their Families, and in the. Commerce 
of Life. Notwithftanding, as they are only ftruck with the pre- 
fent Obieft, the Evils, which this Paflion has c.tufed them, have 
hot yet become a Habit : They are Storms which pafs over and 

which they almoft forget when they are paft, thro the^Goodneft 
of their Charafter, and the great Fund of Calmne.s ot Soul, 

which they have received from N.ature. ^ 

We mull acknowledge that at firft Sight, the Lift they lead 
appears very hard ; but befides that in this 

Happinefs of the gives Uneafinefi but by Cemparifon, 

^UTjages. that Cudom is a fecond Nature, the Li- 

berty they enjoy, fuihciently compenfates the Lofs of thoft 
Coavenienciei-they a^e deprived of. What we fee every ^.ly in 
fome Beggarsby Proftfilon, and in feveral Perfons in the Coun- 
try, gives us a fenfible Proof that we may be happy in the midd 
of Indigence. But the Savages are ftill more happy : Firft, be- 
cauft thiy think themfelves fo ; Secondly, becaufe they are in the 
peaceable Pofleffion of the moft precious of all the Gifts of Na- 
iure : And laftly, becaufe they are entirely ignorant of, and have 
not even a Defire to know thoft falfe Advantages which we 
fo muchefteem, and which we purchafe at the Expence of real 
Good ; and of which we have fo little Enjoyment. 

In Faft, what they are moft valuable for. and for which they 
ought to be looked upon as true Philofophers, is, that the S^ht 
of our Conveniencles, our Riches, our Magnificence, have little 
moved them, and that they are pleafed with themfelves that they 
can do without them. Some hoqueis, who went to Parii in 1666, 
and wlio were Ihcvcd all t.'ie Royal Houfes, and all the Beauties 

(if 
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of that great City, admired nothing in it, and would have pre- 
ferred their Villages to the Capital of the moft flouriihing King- 
dom of Europe, if they had not feen the Street of la HucheUe 
where the Shops of the roafHng Cooks, which they always found 
furnifhed with all Kinds of Meat, charmed them greatly. 

We cannot even fay that they are fo highly delighted with 

The Contempt '“"jX l>e«ufe they are 

they have for our acquainted with the Sweetnefs of our’s. 

Wayoflivine. , 4 , Number of the have lived 

. , * like them, and have been fo well pleafed 

with it, that many Perfons could never prevail with them to re- 
turn, though they might have been very much at their Eafe in 
the Colony. On the contrary, it was never poffible for a fingle 
Savage to conform to our Way of living. We have taken Chil- 
dren from the Cradle, and brought them up with much Care, 
and omitted nothing to hinder their knowing any Thing of 
w_hat pa/ied amongft their Parents. All thefe Precautions were 
ufelefs : The Force of Blood prevailed over Education. As 

won as they found themfelves at Liberty, they have torn their 
Garments to Pieces, and went through the Woods to feek their 
Countrymen, whofe Way of Life appeared to them more plcafinv 
than that they led with us. 

An Iroquois, named la Plaque, lived many Years with the French', 
the fame who, as I have told you. Madam, in faving his Father’s 
^fe in an Engagement, thought he had fully fatisfied all the 
^ebt he owed him : He was alfo made a Lieutenant in our 
Troops to fix him, becaufe he was a very bravje Man ; but he 
could not continue in our Way of living ; He returned to his. 
Nation, only carrying from us our Vices, without correcting any 
^ thofe he brought with him. He loved Women to Excefs :. 
He was well ihaped : His Valour and his brave ACHons gave 
hirn a great Reputation : He had a great deal of Wit, and very 
^iable Manners : He had many Intrigues with other Men’s 
Wives ; and his Diforders went fo far, that it was debated in the. 
Council of his Canton, whether they fhould not take him t)ff. It 
wjw however concluded, by the Majority of \'otes, to fpare his: 
Life ; becaufe, as he was extremely courageous, he would people' 
the Country with good Warriors. 

The Care which the Mothers take of their Children, whilJfl> 
The Care rtvhich Cradle, is beyond all Ex- 

the Mothers take and proves very clearly that we often 

of their Children, exceed the Limits which 

Nature has taught us. They never leave 
them : They carry them every w here with them ; and when they 
feem ready to fink under the Burdens they load themfelves with, 
the Craule of their Child is reckoned as nothing. One would 
9 even 
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even fay, that this additional Weight is an Eafement that renders 
the reil lighter. 

Nothing can be neater than thefe Cradles : The Child lies 
very conveniently, and very eafy in them ; but it is bound only 
as high as the Waift ; fo that when the Cradle is upright, thefe 
little Creatures have their Heads and half their Bodies hanging 
down. Europe x\ity would fancy that a Child that was left in 
this Condition, would grow quite deformed ; but it happens di- 
redtly contrary : This renders their Bodies fupple ; and they arc 
all, in Fa£l, of a Stature and Port, that the bed fhaped among 
us would envy. What can we fay againft fuch a general Expe- 
rience ? But what I am going to mention, cannot be foeaiily 



juHified. 

There 



The ridiculous 
Shapes yuhich fame 
gi've to their Chil- 
dren. 



are on this Continent fome Nations which they call 
fiat Heads, which have in Fad their Foreheads 
very flat, and the Top of their Heads fomc'- 
thing lengthened. This Shape is not the 
Wor1c of Nature ; it is the Mothers who 
give it their Children as foon as they are 
born. For this End, they apply to their Foreheads, and the 
back Part of their Heads, two Maffes of Clay, or of fome other 
heavy Matter, which they bind by little and little, till the Skull 
has taken the Shape they delire to give it. It appears that ^his 
Operation is very painful to the Children, whole Noflrils Ihcd 
a whitilh Matter, pretty thick. But neither this Circumftance, 
nor the Cries of thefe little Innocents, alarm their Mothers, jea- 
lous of procuring them a handfome Appearance, without which 
they can^t conceive how others can be fatisfied. It is quite the 
reverfe with certain Algonquins amongft us, named Round Heads, 
or Boaxjl Heads, whom I have mentioned before ; for they make 
their Beauty confift in having their Heads perfedly round, and 
Mothers take Care alfo very early to give them this Shape. 

I would willingly. Madam, take Advantage of the Lcifure I 
have in this Place, arid which perhaps will be longer than I de- 
lire, to finilh what I have to fay to you on this Subject ; btrt 
fonie Troubles which have happened tome, and the approaching 
Departure of a Traveller, w'ho is returning to the Colony, oblige 
me to interrupt this Recital, which I lhall refume the firft Oppor- 
fpnity. 

I am, 
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LETTER XXVI. 



Sequel of the Character of the Sa%'ages, and their Way of having. 



I Refume the Courfe of my Memoirs, where I broke it ofF. 

You will think, perhaps^ that I do not obferve a fulhcieiu 
Regularkpr : Butweexcu^, at lealHn a Relation, what we ad- 
mire in an Ode : What in a Lyrkk Poet is an EfFeft of Art, is a 
Matter of Neceffity in a Traveller, w'ho cannot relate Things 
as he gets Information, and wlio is obliged to write what he 
fees, for Fear of forgetting it. 

The Children of the Savages, when they leave the Cradle, are 
What it is that confined in any Manner ; and as foon as 



^ages, and nmkes 



injuries Of the Air ; but alfo, as I obferved before, it makes 
•them fubjed to Diflempers of the Stomach and Lungs, which 
deftroys thern early. In Summer they run, as foon as they are 
up, to the River, or into the Lakes, and continue there a Part of 
the Day, playing like Fifh when it is fine Weather at the Sur- 
face of the Water ( a). It is certain that nothing is better than 
this Exercife to make their Joints free, and to render them nim- 
ble. 

They put a Bow and Arrows into their Hand^ betimes, and to 



are all born with that Paflion for Glory, that has no Need of 
a Spur ; and indeed Ihey (hoot with a furprizing Rxa^lnefs, and 
with a little Pradlice, they acquire the fame Dexterity in the Ufe 
of our Fire Arms. They make them alfo wreflle, and they pur- 
fue this Exercife fo eagerly, that they would often kill one ano- 
ther, if they were not parted : Thofe who are w'orEed are fo en- 

(a) It is very probable that this is the Reafon why the SmaJl-Pox is fo fa- 
tal among the Savages. Much Bathing hardens the Skin, and prevents the 
Eruption of the PuAuIes. 



Madam, 



St. Joseph’s River, Augufi 8. 




Their firjl Exer^ 
cifes, and their 
tnulation* 



excite in them that Emulation, which is the 
bell Teacher of the Arts, there is no Need 
to fet their Breakfafl on the Top of a Tree, 
as they did by the yoxra^Lactcdcmoniam: They 
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Mged at it, thjit they do not take the leaft Repofe, till . they have 

generafone may fay, that the Fathers and Mothers negleft 
^ nothing to infpire their Children with cer- 

In ivhat their Principles of Honour, ’which they pre- 

Education confifts. Lives, but of which they often 

make a bad Application ; and in this their whole Education con- 
fifts. When they give them Inftru£Uons on this Head, it is al- 
ways in an indirea Way ; the mod common is to relate to them 
the brave Aaions of their Anceftors, or of their Countrymen. 
Thefe young People are fired at thefe Stories, and are never eafy 
- till they find an Opportunity of imitating the Examples they 
have made them admire. Sometimes, to correa them for their 
Faults, they ufe Prayers and Tears, but never Menaces. They 
would make no Impreflion on Spirits, prepofleffed with an Opi- 
nion that no Perfon has a Right to ufe Compulfion. 

A Mother, who fees her Daughter behave ill, falls a crying ; On 
the Daughter’s afking the Caufe, (he is fatisfied with faying, Tou 
difgrace me. It feldom happens that this Way of reproving is not 
effeaual : Neverthelefs, fincethey have converfed more with the 
French, fome of them begin to chaftife their Children ; but this 
is fcarcely amongft any but the ChriJHcins, or thofe that are fettled 
in the Colony. Generally the greateft Punilhment they ufe to 
correft their Children, is to throw a little Water in their Faces. 
The Children are much affefted by it, and by every Thing that 
favours of Reproof ; the Caufe of which is, that Refentmcnt is 
their ftrongeft Paffion, even at that Age. 

We have known fome Girls hang themfelves, for having only 
^ , r, /r received a flight Reprimand from their Mo- 

Vf the Pajpons a fe^v Drops of Water in their 

cf the Savages. Paces ; and who have given Notice of it, by 
faying, Fou Jhalllofeyour Daughter. The greateft Misfortune is, 
that it is not to Virtue that they exhort thefe young People ,• or, 
which is the fame Thing, that they do not always give them 
true Notions of Virtue. In Reality, they recommend nothing 
to them fo much as Revenge, and ’tis This of which they Ihew 
them the moft frequent Examples. 

One would expert. Madam, that a Childhood fb badly difei- 
plined, fhould be followed by a Youth of Turbulence and Cor- 
ruption : But on one Hand, the Savages are naturally calm, and 
early Mailers of themfelves ; Reafon alfo guides them rather 
more than other Men ; And on the other Hand, their Conftitu- 
tion, efpecially in the Northern Countries, does not incline them 
to Debauchery ; yet we find fome Cuftoms^ among them, in 
which Chaftity is entirely difregarded j but it appears that this 

H h proceeds 
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from Superftition, than the Depravation of thf 

The Hurons, when we firft began to converfe with them, were 
more lafcivious, and very brutal in their Pleafures. The young 
both Sexes abandoned themfelves without ShZne to 
all Manner of DilTolutenefs ; and it was chiefly amonSem! 
Aatit was not efteemed a Crime for a Girl to proftitute herfelf. 

‘be £rft to engage them in this Way, and 

young Women to ferve them, as they 
faid, for Companions ; and all the Difference they made between 

there was no Agreement made : For the reU, their Children were 
on the fame Foot as the others ; which produced.no Inconveni- 
en«, in a Country where there are no Ellates to inherit. 

One does not dillinguifti Nations here by their Drefs. The 
Men, when It is hot, have often only fomething of an Apron to 
cover their Nakednefs. In Winter they clothe themfelves more 

Sort oVTnl?® to the Climate. They ^ear on thei^Fm a 
Sandals, made of Roe-Buck Skins fmoked : Their 
Stockings are alfo Skins, or Bits of Stuffs, which they wrap 

W-dft“L^dThev ^ of Skin, covers tLm to 

«nhav^it If when they 
Skin^ nf fl ; themfelves a Robe with a Bear's 

the Ha°r inwards T.f*w ^kins, or Furs, with 

their Knees • and" h ^ ^omen s Waillcoats reach juft below 

they cover ;he.V H / “• If A travel, 

r hL/? r with their Blanket, or their Robe 

have aiTt ^ke Skull Caps; othe« 

which covers them from the] Wai ft down to theMiddle of SeLeg 

ecnerallv drp/Tpfl Jn c f i-i Waiftcoats are 

their Handc tiMi j Water, then rubbing them with 

any make various Figures all over their Bodies by pricking 
He’w they prick ‘bemfelves, others only in fome Parts. They 
5° j ‘bis merely for Ornament: They 

tide 2‘eat Advantages by 

this Cuftom. It ferves greatly to defend 

them 
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themfeUves all o*ver 
the Body^ 
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them from the Cold, renders them lefs fenfible of the other In- 
juries of the Air, and frees them from the Perfecution of the 
Gnats. But it is only in the Countries po/Te/Ted by the Englijhy 
c^ecially in Virginiay that the Cuftom of pricking themfelves 
all over the Body is very common. In Ne^ France thegreatell 
Part are fatished with fome Figures of Birds, Serpents, or other 
Animals, and even of Leaves, and fuch-like Figures, without 
Order or Symmetry, but according to every one’s Fancy, often 
in the Face, and fometimes even on the Eye-lids. Many Wo- 
men are marked in the Parts of the Face that anfwer to the Jaw 
Bones, to prevent the Tooth-ach. 

This Operation is not painful in itfelf. It is performed in 
this Manner : They begin by tracingon the Skin, drawn very 
tight, the Figure they intend to make ; then they prick little 
Holes dole together with the Fins of a Filh, or with Needles, 
a.11 over thefe 1 races, fbas to draw Blood : Then they rub them 
over with Charcoal DuH, and other Colours well ground and 
powdered, Thefe Powders fink into the Skin, and the Colours 
are never effaced ; But foon after the Skin fwells, and forms a 
Kind of Scab, accompanied with Inflammation. It commonly 
excites a Fever ; and if the Weather is too hot, or the Opera- 
tion has been carried too far, there is Hazard of Life. 

The Colours with which they paint their Faces, and the 
Hohv, anci^vh themfelves with all over 

they taint their Bodies, produce the fame Advantages, 

faces. People fancy, give the fame 

good Appearance, as pricking. The War- 
riors paint themfelves, when they take the Field, to intimidate 
theii* Enemies., perhaps alfo to hide their Fear ; for we mull not 
think they are all exenipt from it. The young People do it to 
conceal an Air of Youth, which would make them lefs taken for 
old Soldiers, or a Palenefs remaining after fome Dillemper, apd 
which they are apprehenfive might be taken for the Effea of 
J^ant of Courage: They do it alfo to make them look handfome ; 
but then the Colours are more lively, and more varied. They 
paint'the Prifoners that are going to die ; but I don’t know 
why ; Perhaps it is to adorn the Viaim, who is to be facrificed 
to the God of War. Laftly, they paint the Dead, to expofe 
them drefled in their fineil Robes ; and this is, without Doubt, 
tb hide the Palenefs of Death, which disfigures them. ^ 

7 he Colours they ufe on thefe Occafions are the fame they em- 
The Ornaments ^y^ Skins, and they make them from 

of the Men. certain Earths, and the Bark of fome Trees. 

They are not very lively, but they do not 
very eafily wear out. The Men add to this Ornament the Down 
of Swans cr other Birds, which they llrevv upon their Hair after it 
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has been greafed, like Powder. They add to this Feathers of all 
Colours, and Bunches of the Hair of divers Animals, all placed 
in an odd Manner. The Placing of their Hair, fometimes fland- 
ing up like Briftles on one SiJe, and flatted on the other, or 
drefled in a thoufand different Falhions, Pendants in their Ears, 
^d fometimes in their Noftrils, a great Shell of Porcelain hang- 
ing about their Neck, or on their Bread, fome Crowns made of 
the Plumage ‘of fcarce Birds, the Claws, Feet, or Heads of 
Birds of Prey, little Horns of Roe-Bucks, all thefe Things 
make up their Finery. But whatever they have mod precious is 
always employed to adorn the Captives when thefe Wretches 
make their fird Entry into the Village of their Conquerors. 

It is obfcrvable that the Men take very little Pains to adorn 

rhe Ornaments 

cf the Women Women : They wear fcarcely 

any Thing on it, they are only fond of their 
Hair, and they would think themfelves difgraced if it was cut 
off ; therefore, when at the Death of a Relation they cut off 
Part of it, they pretend by this to fhew the greated Grief for 
their Lofs. To preferve their Hair they greafe it often, and 
powder it with the Dud of Spruce Bark, and fometimes with 
Vermilion, then they wrap it up in the Skin of an Eel or 
a Serpent, in the Fafhion of Whifkers, which hang down to 
their Waid. As to their Faces, they are fatisfied with tracing 
fome Lines on them with Vermilion, or other Colours. 

^ Their Nodrils are never bored, and it is only among fome Na- 
tions that they bore their Ears ; then they wear in them Pendants, 
as do alfo the Men, made of Beads of Porcelain. When they are 
drefled in their greated Finery, they have Robes painted with 
all Sorts of Figures, with little Collars of Porcelain fet on them 
without much Order or Symmetry, with a Kind of Border tole- 
rably worked with Porcupine’s Flair, which they paint alfo of 
various Colours, They adorn in the fame Manner the Cradles 
of their Children, and they load them with all Sorts of Trin- 
kets. Thefe Cradles are made of light Wood, and have at the 
upper End one or two Semicircles of Cedar, that they may co- 
ver them without touching the Head of the Child. 

Befldes the Houfhold Work, and providing Wood for Fuel, 
the Women have almod always the foie Trouble of cultivating 
the Lands ; As foon as the Snow is melted, and the Waters 
fufiiciently drained, they begin to prepare the Earth, which 
^nfifts in ftirring it lightly with a Piece of Wood bent, the 
Handle of which is very long, having firfl: fet Fire to the dry 
Malks of the Maiz and other Herbs that remained after the Jail 
Harvefl. Befldes that the Grain thefe People make Ufe of is 

Summer 
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Summer Grain, they pretend that the Nature of the Soil of thi« 
Country will not allow of fowing any Thing before Winter. 
But I believe the true Reafon why Seeds would not grow if 
they were fowed in Autumn is, that they would be dellroyed by 
the Winter, or rot at the melting of the Snow. It may alfo 
be, and this is the Opinion of many Perfons, that the 
Wheat they cultivate in Canada, though originally brought from 
France, has in Procefs of Time contrafted the Property of 
Summer Seeds, which have not Strength enough to (hoot fe- 
veral Times, as thofe do which we fow in September and Or- 
tober. 

Beans, or rather Kidney-Beans, are fowed along with the 
* _ , . „ Maiz, the Stalks of which ferve to fupport 

Of thetr them : I think I have heard that the Sa- 

ing and HarrjeJt. yages received this Seed from us, oa which 
they fet a high Value, and it differs nothing from our’s. 
But I was furprifed that they make little or no Uie of our Peas, 
which have acquired in the Soil of Canada^ a Degree of Good- 
nefs much fuperior to what they have in Europe. Sun- 
Flowcrs, Water-Melons, and Pomkins are fet by themfelves ; 
and before they fow the Seed, they make it fhoot in Smoke, 
in light and black Earth. 

For the moft Part the Women help one another in the Work 
of the Field, and when it is Time to gather the Harveft, they 
have fometimes Recourfe to the Men, who do not difdain to 
aflld in it. It ends in a Feftival and Feaft, which is made in the 
Night: Grain, and other Fruits of the Earth, are kept in Holes, 
which they dig in the Earth, and which are lined with large 
Pieces of Bark.- Many leave the Maiz in the Ear as it grows, 
made up in Ropes as we do Onions, and fpread them on great 
Poles over the Entrance of the Cabins. Others get out the 
Grain, and fill great Bafkets with it made of Bark, full of 
Holes to hinder it from heating. But when they are obliged 
to be abfent fome Time, or are afraid of fome Irruption of an 
Enemy, they make great Holes in tlte Earth to hide it, where 
this Grain keeps very well. 

In the northern Parts they fow little, and in many Places 
Of fU M ’ P'^rchafe the Maiz by 

/ e aiz. Exchange. This Grain is very wholcfome, 
it is nourifhing, and light of Digeftion. The moft common 
Way of preparing it among dur French Travellers is by Lixi- 
vating, that is to fay, by boiling it fome Time in a Sort of Lie. 
This Way keeps it a long Time ; they make Provilion of it for 
long Journeys, and as they want it, they boil it again in Water, 
or in Broth, if they have any Thing to make it of, and they put 
a little Salt to it. 
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»), unpleafant Food, but many People are perfuad#,/ 

hat too frequent Ufe ofit is prejudicial to Health, becaufc the Lv,. 
gives It a corrofive Quality, the EfFeds of which are felt in 
rime. When the Maiz is in the Ear. and Hill «e« fom" 
^roil It on the Coals, and it has a very good Tafte. Our Cana 
<l<ans call ,t Bkdgrouk. There is a particular Sort that Sens 
as foon asit is laid on the Fire, they ctA\ it Bled Jkuri, an^h 
very delicate. This is what they treat Strangers with. Thev 
_ rry it in fome Places to Perfons of Diftinaion, who arrive in a 
fent of’a ToSi Manner as they do in France tits Pre! 

Laftly, It IS of this Grain they make the Sagami'tty, which is 
Of the Sagamit- common Food of the Savages. For 

ty. Purpofe they begin by broiling it, then 

.. f ^ take off the Hufk, then 

fonf ^ prunes to give it a Relilh. Thev 

rcMF?"' r T ^‘^rrdeyrS 

i ravellers. Thofe who travel on Foot cannot carry any other 
They alfo boil the Maiz in the Ear, while it is lUll iof( thin 
they broil It a little, they get out the Grain, and dry it in the 

of ",\.;Vv.7, ""f-t' 

thJfLT? by the Detail of thefe Mefles, 

that the Savages are not nice in their eating. We Ihould think 
that they have a very depraved Tafte, if it was polT.ble to make a 

fills? D LT'fr'-.f “■< i* prodo-m? 

s“n a K er£ ^ handles 

in a Kettle ot Sagaimtty makes them think it excellent. They 

and"th°"’^‘‘“r put Things into it which cannot be mentioned! 
and they are furprifed to lee our Stomachs turn at them. 

The Nations of the South had only Veflels of baked Earth to 
drefs their Meat. In the North they ufed Kettles of Wood, and 
Aey inade the Water boil by throwing in Flints made red hot. 

and Kettles much more convenient, 

and this is the Merchandize which we are furc to find a Vent for 

rnd"o!f trade with them. In the Nations of the Weft, the 

- quite as wholefome, 

and if It is not lo nourilhing, the Flefli of the Buffalo, which 
abounds in thefe Parts, makes Amends for it. 

Among the wandering Savages, who never cultivate the 
O/" the Rock j’^rth, the Chace and the Fifliery fail, 
T^rife, and rotten ^ only Refource is a Kind of Mofs, which 
Wheat. grows on certain Rocks, and which our 

*!.• • . , /’■ench People call Tripe of the Rocks No- 

thing IS more infipid than this Mpfs, whi4 lis but little Su^b- 

fiance; 
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ftancc: This is being reduced to what is juft fufficicnt to keep 
them from ftarving. I ftill find it harder to conceive^ which yet 
I have heard affirmed by Perfons of Credit, that fome Savages 
eat by Way of Dainty a Sort of Maiz, which they leave to rot in 
a ftarming Water, as we do Hemp, and they take it out all black 
and mnking. They add alfo, that thofe who have a Liking to 
fuch a ftrange Mefs as this is, will not lofe any of the Water, or 
rather Mud, that drops from it, the Smell of which alone would 
make the Heart heave of any other People. It was probably 
Neceflity that difcovered this Secret, ani if this does not give 
it all its Relifh, nothing proves more clearly that there is no 
difputing about Taftes. 

The Savage Women make Bread of Maiz, and tho’ it is only 
nr w D. ^ >,r ^ of Pafte ill wrought, without Leaven, 
^ ^ and baked under the Afhes, thefe People 
^ find it very good, and treat their Friends 

with it ; but it muft not be eaten hot ; It will not keep when it 
is cold. Sometimes they mix with It Beans, various Fruits, 
Oil, and Greafe. They muft have good Stomachs that can 
digeft fuch Hotch-potch. 

The Sun-Flowers only ferve the Savages for an Oil, which 
Various Roots, they rub themfelves with. They get it more 
ire andthpirUCe ^ommonly from the Seed than from the 
* Root of this Plant, This Root differs but 
little from a Sort of Potatoes, which we call in France Topi^ 
nambours. The Potatoes which are fo common in the Wejhindiatt 
Iflands, and in the Continent of South America^ have been 
planted with Succefs in Louijtana, The continual Ufc which all 
the Nations of Canada made of a Sort of Petuny or wild To- 
bacco, which grows every where in this Country, have made 
fome Travellers fay that they fwallowed the Smoke, and that it 
ferved them for Food ; but this is not found true, and was 
founded only on obferving them often remain a long Time with- 
out eating. Since they have tafted our Tobacco, they can 
fcarcely bear their Petuny and it is very eafy to fatisfy them on 
this Head, for Tobacco grows very wel[ here ; ana they fay 
alfo, that by chufing proper Soils, we might have a moft excellent 
Sort. 

The little Works of the Women, and which arc their common 
Works of the E^^ployment in the Cabins, are to make 
Women. Thread of the inner Membranes of the Bark 

of a Tree,, which they call the njjhite Wood^ 
and they work it pretty nearly as we do Hemp. The Women 
alfo dye cvepr Thing : They make alfo feveral Works with 
Bark, on which they work fmall Figures with Porcupines Hair : 
They make little Cups, or other Utenfils of Wood j they paint 

and 
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and embroider Roe-Buck Skins ; they knit Girdles and Garters 
with the Wool of the Buffaloes. 

As for the Men, they glory in their Idlenefs, and in Reality 

^ thing, in the Perfuafion that daily Labour 
difgraces a Man, and is only . the Duty of 
the Women. Man, they fay, is only made for War, Hunting, 
and Fifhing. Neverthelefs, it belongs to them to make all Things ’ 
neceffary for thefe three Exercifes : Therefore, making Arms, 
Nets, and all the Equipage of the Hunters and Fifhers, chiefly 
belong to them, as well as the Canoes, and their Rigging, 
the Raquets, or Snow Shoes, the building and repairing the 
Cabins, but they often oblige the Women to afhft them. The 
Chrijitans employ thcmfeivcs fomething more, but they only 
do It by Way of Penance. 

Thefe People, before we had furnifhed them with Hatchets, 
neir Tools other Tools, were greatly embarraffed 

to cut down their Trees, and fit them for 
Ufe. They burnt them at the Foot, and to fplit and cut them, 
thev ufed Hatchets made of Flints, which did not break, but 
took up a great deal of Time to lharpen. To fix them in the 
Handle, they cut off the Head of a young Tree, and as if they 
would have grafted it, they made a Notch in it, in v/hich 
they thrull the Head of the Hatchet. After fome Time, 
the Tree, by growing together, kept the Hatchet fo fixed that it 
could not come out; then they cut the Tree to fuch a Length as 
they would have the Handle. 

Their Villages have generally no regular Form. The greateft 
The Form,/ the our antient Relations reprefent them 

y ij or a round Form, and perhaps their Authors 

f had not fcen but of this Sort. For the reft, 

imagine you fee. Madam, a Heap of Cabins without Order, 
or being fet on a Line : Some like Cart-Houfes, others like 
Tunnels built of Bark, fupported by fome Pofts, fometimes 
plaiftcred on the Outfide with Mud, in a coarfe Manner : In a 
Word, built with lefs Art, Neatnefs, and Solidity, than the 
Cabins of the Beavers. Thefe Cabins are about fifteen or twenty 
Feet in Breadth, and fometimes a hundred in Length : Then they 
contain feveral Fires, for a Fire never takes up more than 30 Feet. 

When the Floor is not fufiicient for all the Inhabitants to 
fleep on, the young People lay on a wide Bench, or a Kind of 
Stage, about five or fix Feet high, that runs the whole Length of 
the Cabin. The Furniture and the Provifions are over this, 
placed on Pieces of Wood put acrofs under the Roof. For the 
moft Part, there is before Ae Door a Sort of Porch, where the 
young People fleep in the Summer, and which ferves for a 
Wood-Houfe in the Winter. The Doors are nothing but 

Bark, 
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Bark, fixed up like the Umbrello of a Window, and they never 
Ihut clofe. Thefe Cabins have neither Chimnies nor Windows, 
but they leave an Opening in the Middle of the Roof, by which 
Part of the Smoke goes out, which they are obliged to Ihut when 
it rains or fnows ; and then they mull put out the Fij*e, if they 
will not be blinded with the Smoke. 

The Savages fortify themfelves better than they lodge : We 



^ Redoubts, where they alw.^6 take Care to 
^ make a good Provifion of Water and 
Jel'vcs, Stones. The Palidadoes are even double. 



and fometimes treble, and have commonly Battlements at the 
laft Endofure. The Polls they arecompofed of are interwoven 
with Branches of Trees, that leave no Place open. This was 
fulRcient to fupport a long Siege, before thefe People knew the 
Ufe of Fire Arms. Every Village has a pretty large open Place, 
but it is feldom of a regular Figure. 

Formerly the Iroquois built their Cabins much better than the 
other Nations, and than they do themfelves at prefent : They 
fometimes wrought Figures in Relievo on their Cabins, tho* the 
Work was very rude; but hnee in feveral Incurfions their Ene- 
mies have burnt almoll all their Villages, they have not taken the 
Pains to re-eftablifh them in their firll State. But if thefe People take 
fo little Pains to procure the Conveniencies of Life in the Places of 
their ordinary Refidence, what can we think of their Encamp- 
ings in their Travels, and their Winter Quarters. An antient 
Miffionary (a)y who to lay himfelf under a Ncce.Tity of learn- 
ing the Language of the Montagnaisy would accompany diem 
in their Hunting during the Winter, has given us an Account 
of it, which I fhall tranferibe almoft Word for Word. 

Thefe Savages inhabit a Country very wild and uncultivated. 



your Back all you want for five or fix Months, through Ways 
fometimes fo frightful, that one can’t conceive how the wild 
Creatures can come here. If they had not the Precaution to fur- 
nilh themfelves with the Bark of Trees, they would have no- 
thing to defend them from the Snow and Rain during the Jour- 
ney. Asfoonasthey arrive at the Place propofed, they accom- 
modate themfelves a little better ; but thisjeonfifis only in not 
being expofed continually to all the Injuries of the Air. 

Every Body is employed for this End; and the Mifiionaries, 
who at firll had no Body to ferve them, and for whom 




their Hunting. You muft march a long Time 
before you come to it, and you muft carry on 
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the Savages had no Regard, were not fpared any more 
than the reft ; they did not even allow them a feparate Cabin, 
and they were obliged to lodge in the firft that would receive 
them. Thefe Cabins, among the greateft Part of the Algonquin 
Nations, are much in the Shape of our Ice-Houfes, round, and 
ending in a Cone : They have no other Support but Poles, 
fixed in the Snow, tied together at the Ends, and covered with 
Pieces of Bark ill joined together, and not well fattened to the 
Poles j fo that the Wjnd comes through on every Side. 

The fetting up thefe Cabins is but the Work of half an Hoar 
at moft. Some Branches of Pine ferve for Mats, and there are no 
other Beds. Theonly Convenienceattendingthisis,that theymay 
be changed every Day. The Snow, which is heaped up round 
about them, forms a Sort of a Parapet, which has its Ufe, for the 
Winds do not pierce through it. By the Side, and under the 
Shelter of this Parapet, they fleep as quietly on thefe Branches 
covered with a poor Skin, as on the fofteft Bed. The Miffiona- 
nes have fome Difficulty to accuftom themfelves to this Lodg- 
ing, but Fatigue and Neceffity foon reconcile them to it. They 
cannot To well reconcile themfelves to the Smoke, which almoit 
always fills the Top of the Cabin in fuch a Manner, that one 
CMnotftand upright in them without having one’s Head in a Sort of 
ok-iju ■ Trouble to the Savages, accuftomed from their 

Childhood to fit or he on the Ground all the Time they are in 
their Cabins : But it is a great Punilhment to the French, who 
can t reconcile themfelves to this Inadlion. 

On the other Hand, the Wind, which enters as I before ob- 
ferved, on all Sides, blows in a Cold that chills one Part, whilft 
one IS fmother^ and broil’d on the other. Often one cannot dif- 
tinguifh any Thing at two or three Feet Diftance ; and our 
Eyes water fo, that we are blinded : Sometimes, to get a 

Mn with our 

Mouths almoft clofe to the Ground. The lliorteft Way would 

be to go out ; but the greateft Part of the Time this is not to 
be^ne; fometimes bejmufe of a Snow fo thick, that it darkens 
the Day, and fometimes becaufe there blows a dry Wind, that cuts 
Uie Face, and even Ihivers the Trees in the Forefts. Neverthe- 
efs, a Miffionary is obliged to fay his Office, to fing Mafs, and 
to perform all the other Duties of his Miniftry. 

firft M we mutt add another, which at 

firft will feem a Trifle to you, but which is really very confidera- 
ble ; It IS the Troublefomenefs of the Dogs. The Savages have 
always a great Number that follow them every where, and 

fawning,' 

Hu?te^ ^ ^ fondled, but they are bold and Ikilful 
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J have already faid that the Savages break their Dogs very 
early to that Sort of Hunting they are intended for ; I add, that 
every Man mull have many, becaule a great Number are de- 
ftroyed by the Teeth or the Horns of the wild Creatures, which 
they attack with a Courage that nothing can daunt. Thetr 
Mailers take little Care to feed them : They live by what they 
can catch, and this is not much, fo they are always very lean : 
On the other Hand,, they have little Hair, which makes them 
very fenfible of the Cold. To keep themfelves warm, if they 
can’t come to the Fire, where it would be difficult for them all to 
find Room, though there ffiould be no Perfon in the Cabin, they 
go and lie down on the firft they meet with ; arid often one wakes 
in the Night in a Surprize, almoft ftifled by two or three 
Dogs. If .they were a little more difcreet in placing themfelves, 
their Company would not be very troublefbme ; one could put up 
with it well enough \ but they lie where they can : Drive 
them away as often as you pleafe, they return direftly. *Tis 
much worfe in the Day-time ; as foon as any Meat appears, you 
are incommoded with the Buftle they make to have their Share. 

A poor Milfionary is lying on the Ground leaning on his El- 
bow near the Fire, to fay his Breviary, or to read a Book, ftriving 
as well as he can to endure the Smoke ; and he muft alfo bear 
the Perfecution of a Dozen Dogs, which do nothing but run 
over him backwards and forwards after a Piece of Meat they have 
difeovered. If he has Need of a. little Reft, it is hard for him 
to find a little Nook, where he may be free from this Vexation, 
If they bring him any Thing ;to eat^ the Dogs get their Nofes 
in his Difh before he can have his Hand in it ; and often while 
he is employed in defending his Portion againft thofe that attack 
him in Front, there comes one behind that carries off half of it, 
or by running againft him, beats the Difti out of his Hands, and 
fpills the Sagamitty in the Afhes. 

Oftentimes the Evils I have mentioned, are effaced by a 

f reater ; in Comparifon of which the others are nothing, 
lunger. The Provifions they carry with them do not laft 
long : They depend on the Chace, and that fails fometimes. It 
is true, that the Savages can bear Hunger with as much Patience 
as they take little Precaution to prevent it ; but they are fome* 
times reduced to fuch Extremity, that they fink under it. 

The Mifnonary,from whom I took this Account, was obliged, 
in his firft Winter encamping, to eat the Eel Skins and Elk Skins, 
with which he had patched his Caffbek ; after which he was 
forced to eat young Branches, and the fofteft Bark of Trees, 
^everthelefs, he Hood this Trial, without lofing his Health ; 
but all Perfons have not his Strength. 

I i z Th« 
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The Naftinefs alone of the Cabins, and the Stench tvhich ni- 

TheNaffin^ft t.r tufsilly arifes from it, is areal Punifhment to 
the SavJe,. t SEv^ge. It is eafy to judge 

now far both mult go* amofng Veople who 
never change their Linen or Clothes but when thoy drop to 
Pieces, and who take no Care to wafh them. In Summer they 
bathe every Day ; but they rub themfelves direftly with Oil or 
Greafc of a llrong Scent. In Winter they continue in their 
Filth, and in all Seafons one cannot enter into their Cabins with- 
out being almoft poifoned. 

All they eat is not only without any Seafoning, and commonly 
veryinfipjd, but there reigns in their Meals a Slovenlinefs which 
exceeds all Defcription. What I have feen, and what I have 
heard, would frighten you. There are few Animals who do not 
feed cleaner. And after we have feen what palTes among thefe 
People in this Article, one can no longer doubt that Fancy has 
a great Share in our Antipathies ; and that many Me/Tes, which 
really hurt our Health, do not produce this Effeft but by the 
1 ower of thefe Antipathies, and by the little Courage we have 
to conquer them. 

Wc mull neverthelefs acknowledge, that Things are a little 
ch^anged in all thefe Articles fince our Arrival in this Countr)\ 

I have ^feen fome who have endeavoured to procure themfelves 
fome Conveniencies, which perhaps they will foon find it hard to 
be deprived of. Some begin alfo to take a little more Precau- 
tion not to find themfelves unprovided, when the Chace fails ; 
and among thofc who dwell in the Colony, there is little to add 
so make them arrive at the Point of having tolerable Nece/Ta- 
ries : But it is to be feared, when they are got fb far, they will 
loon go further, and fcek for Supcrfluitie's, which will ihake 
them more unhappy Hill, than they are at prefent in the midll 
of the greatefl Indigence. 

However, it will not be the Miflionaries w'ho will cxpofe them 
to this Danger. Being perfuaded that it is morally impoflible to 
take the exad Medium, and keep within it, they much rather 
chufe to partake with thefe People of what is moll troublefome 
an their Way of living, than to open their Eyes on the Means 
of finding out Conveniencies : And indeed thofe who are Wit- 
nelTes of their Suifcrings, can hardly conceive how they can fup- 
port them ; and the rather, becaufe they have no Relaxation, 
and that all the Seafons have their particular lnconvenfenciel. 

As their Villages are always fituated near Woods, or on the 
T/je Incon^teni^ Side of fomeW’ater, and often between both, 
encies of the Sum- fir begins to grow warm* the 

7ner for the Sa- l^uiketoes, and an infinite Number of other 
Flies, begin a Perfecution more grievous 
than the Smoke, which we are often obliged 

to 
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to GisU to our Affiftance ; for there is fcarce any other Remedy 
aeainft the Stings of thefe little Infeas, which fet all Parts of 
the Body in a Flame, and do not fuffer you to Beep in Quiet. 
Add to this, the frequent forced Marches, and always very 
ftSuing ones, which one muft make to follow thefe Barbarians ; 
fometimis in Water up to the Waift, and fometimes in Mud up to 
the Knees j in the Woods, thro’ Brambles and Thorns in Dan- 
ger of being blinded ; in the open Country, where there IS no 

Shelter from the Heat of the Sun, which is as violent in Summer 

as the Wind is piercing in Winter. 

If one travels in Canoes, the confined Pofture which one 
muft keep, and the Apprehenfions we are under at firft from 
the extreme Weaknefs of thefe Vehicles, the Inaftion which 
can’t be avoided, the fiow Progre& they make, which is retarded 
by theleaft Rain, or a little too much Wind, the little Societv 
one can have with People who know nothing, and who never fpeak 
when they are about any Thing, who offend you vmth their ill 
Smell, and who fill you with Filth and Vermin ; the Caprices and 
rough Behaviour which muft be borne with from thefe People ; 
the Affronts to which one is expofed from a Drun.<ard, or a 
Man who is put out of Humour by an unforefeen Accident, a 
Dream, or the Remembrance of fome Misfortune ; the Covet- 
ing, which is eafily produced in the Hearts of thefe Barbarians, 
at the Sight of an Objed capable of tempting them, and which 
has coll the Lives of feveral Millionarles ; and if War is de- 
clared between the Nations where they happen to be, the conti- 
nual Danger they run, of being fudaenly reduced either to the 
hardeft Servitude, or to perifh in the moll horrible Torrnents : 
This is. Madam, the Life which the Miffionaries (efpecially the 
firft) have led. If for fome Time paft it has been lefs feyere in 
ibme Refpeds, it has had for the Labourers of the Gofpel othw 
inward Troubles, and of Confequence more grievous ; which, 
far from being leffened by Time, encreafe in the fame Meafure 
as the Colony encreafes, and as the natural Inhabitants of the 
Country have more Communication with all Sorts of People. 

In Ihort, to make a brief Portrait of thefe People : With a fa- 
vage Appearance, and Manners and Cuftom* 
A pert For- ^re entirely barbarous, there is ob- 

tratt df the Sa. pg^vable amongft them a focial Kindnefs, 
free from almpft all the Imperfedion* 
which fo often difturb the Peace of Society among us. They 
appear to be without Paffion ; but they do that in cold Blood, 
and fometimes through Principle, which the moft violent and 
qnbridled Paffion produces in thofe who ^ive no Earto Reafon. 
They feem to. lead the moft wretched Life in the World ; and 
they were perhaps the only happy People on Earth, before the 
^ Knowledge 
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Knowledge of the Objefls, which fo much work upon and feduce 
os, had excited in them Delircs which Ignorance kept in Supine, 
nefs; and which have not as yet made any great Ravages amon? 
them. Wedifcover in them a Mixture of the fierceft and the moft 
gentle Manners, the Imperfeflions of wild Beafts, and Virtues and 
Quahtiesof the Heart and Mind, which do the greateft Honour 
W Human Nature. One would think at firft that they have no 
Form of Government, that they acknowledge neither Laws nor 
Subordination ; and that living in an entire Independence, they 
^.ffer themfelves to be fokly guided by Ohance, and the wildeil 
Caprice : Neverthelefs, they enjoy almoft all the Advantages 
that a well regulated Authority can procure for the beft |o- 
^rned Nations. Born free and independent, they look with 
Horror even on the Shadow of a defpotic Power ; b'ut they fel- 
dom depart from certain Principles and Cuftcms, founded on 
good Senfe, which are to them inftead of Laws, and which in 
fome Meafure liipply the Place of a lawful Authority. They 
will not bear the leaft Reftraint ; but Reafon alone keeps them 
ll Subordination ; which, for being voluntary, is not 

the lefs efFedual to obtain the End intended ^ 

.1, ^ highly efteemed by them, would find 

them docible enough, and would make them do almoft what he 
pleafed ; but it is noteafy to obtain their Efteem to fuch a De- 
gree - They never give it but to Merit, and to fuperior Merit ; 

T amongft us, wlio . 

think they have the moft Difcernment. ^ 

in "*“1? ** P''y‘‘°g"on>y, and perhaps there are no Men 

in the World who are better Judges of it. The Reafon is, that 
they have none of that Refpeft for any Perfon whatfoever, which 
feduces us ; And ftudying only pure Nature, they have a perfeft 
Knowledge of it. As they. are not Slaves to Ambition andintereft, 
and that there is fcarce any Thing but thefe two Paftions which 
^s weakened in us that Senfe of Humanity which the Author of 

Inequality of Conditions 

IS ^ Way neceftary to them for the Support of Society. . 

r *if’ fee here, at leaft wefeldommect 

-hli M Spirits, who, full of their own Grandeur, or 

^ Species, difdaining 

^ Confequence they are never 

y'*"’ think none like themfelves, becaufe 

no‘ permit 

them to fee each other near enough ; who do not know them- 

but always 

Me^^e !- W win the Hearts of 

Wn,r V" Meafure make ourfelves their Equals : 

So mat with this pretended Superiority of Knowledge, which 

9 they 
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they look upon as the eflential Property of the eminent Rank 
they poflefs, the greateft Part of them live in a proud and incu- 
rable Ignorance of what concerns them the moll to know, and 
never enjoy the true Pleafures of Life. 

In this Country all Men think themfelves equally Men ; and 
in Man what they efteem moll, is the Man. Here is no Di- 
ftinaion of Birth ; no Prerogative allowed to Rank, which hurts 
the Rights of private Perfons ; no Preheminence given to Me- 
rit, that infpires Pride, and which makes other People feel too 
much their Inferiority. There is perhaps lefs Delicacy of Sen- 
timents than among us, but more Juftnefs; lefs of Ceremonies, 
and of what may render them equivocal ; lefs of Confideration 
to ourfelves. 

Religion alone can bring to Perfedlion the good Qualities of 
thefe People, and corredl their evil ones ; this is common to 
them with others, but what is peculiar in them is, that they Hart 
fewer Obftacles when they begin to believe, which can only be 
the Work of fpecial Grace. It is alfo true, that to eftablilh perfedl- 
ly the Empire of Religion over them, they ought to fee it pradlifed 
in all its Purity by thofe who profefs it ; they are very apt to be 
fcandalized at the Behaviour of bad Chriflians, as all thofe are^ 
'who are inftrufted for the firft Time in the Principles of the 
Gofpel Morality. 

You will alk me. Madam, if they have any Religion ? to 
this I reply, that we cannot fay they have none, but that it is 
pretty hard to define what they have. I will entertain you more 
fully on this Article, at my firft Leifure ; for though I am not 
much employed here, I am fo often interrupted, that I fcarcc 
get two Hours in the Day to myfelf. This Letter, as well as 
moft of the preceeding, will inform you, that I do not write re- 
gularly. I content myfelf at prefent with adding, to finifli the 
Portrait of the Sav^es, that even in the moft indifferent Ac- 
tions, we find fome Traces of the primitive Religion, but which 
cfcape the Obfervation of thofe, who do not confider them with 
Attention, becaufe they are ftill more effaced through the Want 
of Inftrudlion, than altered by the Mixture of a fuperftitious 
Worlhip, or fabulous Traditions. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

Of tht Traditions^ and of the Religion of the Savage of 
Canada. 

Madam, At the Fort of the St. Joseph, Sept, 8. 

T his Letter will be very long, if fome unforeseen Acci- 
dent does not oblige me to put off to anotJier Opportuni- 
ty, what 1 have to entertain you with concerning the Belief, the 
Traditions, and the Religion of our Savages. 

Nothing is more certain, than that the Savages of this Conti- 
K f' f ^ Being, but at the 

thesLage!°of£ Time nothing is more obfeure They 
Orhin of Man m general, in making him the firft Spi- 

^ ' ' rit, the Lord and Creator of the World ; but 

when we prefs them a little on this Article, to know what they 
mean by the first Spitit, we find nothing but odd Fancies. Fa- 
bles fo ill conceived, Syftcms fo little digefted, and fo little Uni- 
formity, that one can fay nothing regular on this Subjedl. They 
fay that the Sioi^jie come much nearer than the reft to what we 
ought to think of this firft Principle. But the little Intercourje 
we have had with them hitherto, has not afforded me an Oppor- 
tunityof learning theirTraditions, as far as I could have wifhed, 
to fpeak of t^em with any Certainty. 

Almoft all the Algonquin Nations have given the Name of .the 
Great Hare to the nrft Spirit ; fome call him Michahou, others 
Atahocan, The greateft Part fay, that being fupported on the 
Waters with all his Court, all compofed of four-footed Creatures 
like himfelf, he formed the Earth out of a Grain of Sand, taken 
from the Bottom of the Ocean ; and created Men of the dead 
Bodies of Animals. There are fome alfo that fpeak of a God of 
the Waters who oppofed the Defign of the Great Hariy or at 
leaft refufed to favour it. Thjs God is, according to fome, the 
great Tiger, but it is to be obferved, that there are no true Tigers 
in Canada I therefore this Tradition might probably be derived 
from fome other Country. Laftly, they have a third God named 
Matcemeky whom they invoke during the Winter, and of whom I 
could learn nothing particular. 

The Arejkoui of the Hurons, and the Agrejkoue of the Iroquoisy 
is in the Opinion of thefe People the Supreme Being, and the God 
of War. Thefe People do not give the fame Origin to Men as the 
Algcnquinsy and they do not go fo far back as the Creation of the 

World. 
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World. They fay there were fix Men in the World at firll ; and 
^ when wc alk them who placed them there, they anfwer, that 
they know not. They add, that one of thefe Men went up into 
Heaven, to feek a Woman there named Atabentjic, with whom he 
lived, and who foon appeared to be with Child ; that the Lord 
of Heaven perceiving it, threw her down from the hieheft Part 
’ of Heaven, and (he was received on the Back of a Tor- 
toife. That (he brought forth two Children, one of which 

. killed the other. r 1 1 r tva 

They have no Tradition after this, either of the other five Men , 
or even of the Hu (band of Atahentfic^ who according to fome 
had but one Daughter, who was Mother of Thaouitfaron, and of 
JouJkeka. The latter who was the Eldeft killed his Brother, and 
foon after his Grandmother left the Care of governing the' World 
to him. They fay. farther, that Atahentjic is the Moon, and 
JouJkeka is the Sun. There is, as you fee. Madam, nothing re- 
gular in all this ; for the Sun is often taken for Arejkoui, as be- 
ing a great Spirit : But is there lefs ContradidUon in the Theo- 
logy of the Egyptians and the Greeksy who are the firft Sages of 
the Pagan Antiquity ? It is the Nature of Falfehood to contradid 
itfelf, and to have no Principle. 

The Gods of the Savages have, according to their Notion, 
rr*/ • AT • ‘ r Bodics, and live much in the fame Manner as 
Their Notion of without any of the Inconvenien- 

Spints. cies which we are fubjed to. The Term 

r/Vfignifies among them only a Being of a more excellent Nature 
than the red. They have no Terms to exprefs what exceeds the 
Limits of their Underftanding, which is extremely cohfiried in 
every Thing that is not the Objed of their Senfes, or in com- 
mon Ufe : But they give neverthelefs to their pretended Spirits 
a Kind of Immenfity, which renders them prefent in all Places ; 
for wherever they happen to be, they invoke them, they fpeak to 
them, and they fuppofe that the Spirits hear what they fay to 
them, and that they ad in Confequence thereof. To all the Que(- 
tions we a(k thefe Barbarians, to know more, they anfwer this is 
all they have been taught ; and it is only fome old Men who 
have been initiated in their Myfteries who know fo much. 

According to the Iroquois, the Poderity of Joufieka went no 
farther than die third Generation ; there came then a ].'*eluge, 
from which no Perfon cfcaped, and tore-people the Earrh Beads 
were changed to Men. For the reft, Madam, the Notion 
of a univerfal Deluge is generally received among the An:e- 
ricans but one can fcarce doubt ; but that there has been one ot a 
much freflicr Date, which was confined to America. I (hould ne- 
ver make an End, was I to mention all the Stories ti c Savages 
tell about their principal Deities, and the Oiigin of the World : 
K k But 
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Thtlrojuds place Jtahentjic at the Head of the evil Spirits 
Ofihe Good and JouMa the Chief of the Good 

evil Genii. . ^bmetimes with 

from Heaven, for fuffering herfelf^to^^be'^fed** 

They addrefsthemfelves to fhe evil Genii onlv'^^h 

would do them no Harm, but S ^poorfL?!, 
over Men for their Good, and tha^^ver^y mL h« 

In the Hurtn Language they call tbpm^n ®wn Genius. 

in any Danger, when thev «« L are 

would obtain feme cxtraorffnary Favour"*^Thev\^-^ir'r 
aft any Thing of ri„„, h<»^7„ "".foj.te “f 

Thi. h ,ho „oS »"o™„SS^, o~ “ 't'”" "• 

opal Ceremonies ; ptm- 

Tbcy begin by the Face of the Child ; then it mull 

^he neeeffary j n/ '' f^*>t Day*, without having the 
Preparations to oh- Nourilhiwnt ; and during this Time his 
tatn a Guardian . ^^^“ardian Genius muft appear to him 

chS'i “7”’- ■ '"P'r »r a iS 

can'. 6il of fa.nilW hirti3,“D ^ "" *'! ““S' <>f 

they take great C^e to ? and every Morning 

Fa%*ngof«re„dsXfor^i"^!^^ However, thf 

have Irength to hew it ‘^^’Hren 

They are afquaimS^er/ , "® J but that creates no Difficulty. 

ent Ufe of SiTpc^7’ TheTh-'' 

of moft frequently is Aionorprl K which the Child dreams 
this Thing was confidereJ .V 5 but no doubt 

under whifh the Spirit or Shape 

Sometimes it is the Head”of a themlelres: 

Animal, or a Piece of WnnJ. f ‘^’,/ometimes the Foot of an 
Things, and the lead valued ‘ They"l°ref’ ordinary 

wuh a. much Care as the SH; 
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«ven nothin? in Nature that hath not its Spirit, if we believe the 
Savages; but they are of all Degrees, and Iwve not the {^e 
Power. When they do not comprehend a Thing, they affign 
to it a fuperior Genius, and their WayofExpreffion m this Cafe 
is to fay, /r is a Spirit. It is the fame for ftronger Reafons with 
Refpea to Men, thofe who have fingular Talents, or who do ex- 
traordinary Things, they fay are Spirits ; t^ ss to fay, ^ey 
have a Guardian Genius of a more exalted Degree than Men 

“’loTe^’kpecially the Jugglers, endeavour to perfuade the 
Multitude that they are fometimes in a France. This Madnefs 
has exifted at all Times, and among all Nations, and has given 
Birth to all the falfe Religions. The Vanity, which is fo natural 
to Mankind, has never imagined a more efiFeaual Method to 
rule over the Weak : The Multitude at laft draw after them 
thofe who pride themfelves moll in their Wifaom. ihe Ameri- 
can Impoftors are not behind-hand with any in this 
they know how to obtain all the Advantages from it which 
propofe. The Jugglers never fail to publilh, that during their 
pretended Extacies, their Genii give them great Informations of 
Things done at the greatell Diftance, and of future Events ; arid 
as by Chance, if we will not allow the Devil any Share in it, 
they fometimes happen to divine or guefs pretty right, they 
acquire by this a great Reputation : They are reckoned Genu of 
the firft Order. 

As foon as they have declared to a Child what he muft for 
the Time to come look upon as his Guardian 
Someumes th^ Genius, they inflrua him carefully of the 
change their Genu, obligation he is under to honour him, to 
and vjhy, follow the Council he fhall receive from him 



in his Sleep, to merit his Favours, to put all his Trull in him, 
and to dread the Effeas of his Anger if he negleas his Duty 
towards him. TheFellival terminates in a Feall, and the CuU 
tom is alfo to prick on the Body of the Child, the Figure of his 
Okki, or his Manitou, One would imagine that fuch a folemn 
Engagement, the Mark of which can never be effaced, fhould 
be inviolable ; neverthelefs, there needs only a Trifle to breal^ 



The Savages do not eafily acknowledge themfelves in the 
Wrong, even with their Gods, and make no Difficulty to jullify 
themfelves at their Expence : Therefore, the firll Time they have 
Occafion to condemn themfelves, or to lay the Blame on their 
Guardian Genius, the Fault always falls on the latter. ^ Tliey 
feek another without any Ceremony, and this is done with the 
Gme Precautions as at hrfl. The Women have alfo tacir Mam- 
tout, or their Okkis, but they do not fo much regard them as the 

Kk 2 Men; 
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. ment.’ becaufe they do not find them fo much Employ. 

They make to all thefe Spirits different Sorts of Offerings, which 
Satnfices of the if you pleafe. Sacrifices, They 

Sa^vages. Rivers and the Lakes Petun 

cut, to render the their Throat^ 

Honour hft^lQ tjod of the Waters propitious to them. In 
throw into p^^^^^^times alfo of the inferior Spirits, they 

burofiin.f .1 fonietimes out of Gratitud/ 

terefted • for tl-efe Pen -Acknowledgment alfo is in- 

theiSA ^X wt K ^ "Jr" r of the Heart towards 

Libltfons. EnT "'r " « ^ind of 

myfterious Terms ^ which *the‘^r^^"‘"‘^ Invocations in 

the T«re/r^;,,/eTthW^h‘ t^^ F 

the Senfe of them have no Meaning, or that 

with the Word? pjl' by Tradition 
us. " perhaps alfo they keep it as a Secret from 

Shils^, 

difficult and dangerous W*’ ^ I^ogs, on the Sides of 

Falls ; and thefe fre f^m^ ‘*>e 

prefidc in thefe PlEt T 7 ”>^0 to the Spirits which 

Lft common that a^Dog is the 

hang him up alive on a T ^ nhcetothem: Sometimes they 
die^here raving mad ‘f" 

Dogs, may veiwell .If ^ 7?" Feaft, which is always of 
render much the^ fame ^ ^^crifice. In Ihort, they 

thofe thatErbcnefc-^r T f'’" ^‘fchievous Spirits, as to 
from their Malice. “ ’ “^^'cy have any Thing to fear 

Thus, Madam, among thefe People, whom fome have repre- 
OftheFaJis. tcttcd as having no Idea of Religion, or a 
Objea of a Relio-ious^w’ every Thiijg appears to be the 

to it.' sEc have^tl • TT*'?’ .”*■ ^eaft to havVfome Relation 
cuffom them to bearH^E'^rf^^* were only intended toac- 
defigned for this End i '^'’cy t"^>' be partly 

them, leave no Room / ^^fettn^ftances which acco^any 
Moti;e • wL h onlvThe ° principal 

obferve their Dreanfs d • I have fpoken of, to 

Dreams E it is certain that thefe 

There is Hill lefs Ron^‘^ Oracles, and Notices from Heaven. 
rc ItKl lefs Room to doubt that Vows are among thefe 

Of Vcnxis. : f °jf ® P“tc Aas of Religioii, and the Cullom 

Inllance, when they aEoEomiTfE E’’"*' 

/ tot J rovifions, as it often happens in 

their 
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their Journies and in their Huntings, they promife their Genii , 
to give in Honour of them, a Portion of the hrfl: Bead they lhail 
kill to one of their Chiefs, and not to eat till they have perform- 
ed their Promife. If the Thing becomes impoflible, becaufe the 
Chief is at a great Diftance, they burn what was defigned for 
him, and make a Sort of Sacrifice. 

Formerly the Savages in the Neighbourhood of Acadia 
had in their Country, on the Side of the Sea, a very old 
Tree, of which they ufed to tell many wonderful Stories, . and 
which was always loaded with Oiferings. The Sea having laid 
all its Roots bare, it fupported itfelt dill a long Time againifc 
the Violence of the Winds and Waves, which conlirmed 
the Savages in their Notion, that it was the Seat of fome. great 
Spirit: its Fall was not even capable of undeceiving them, and 
as long as there appeared fome Ends of the Branches out of the. 
Water, they paid it the fame Honours as the whole Tree had re- 
ceived while it was (landing. 

The greateft Part of their Feads, their Songs, and their Dances 
cTL j/r ’ r to me to have had their Rife from 

fhe Ajjimty of Religion, and dill to preferve fome Traces 
the Savages veith 

//7c Jews. ^ jjygiy Imagination, to perceive 

in them all that fome Travellers have pretended to difeover. I 
have met with fome who could not help thinking that our Sa- 
vages were defeended from the and found in every Thing 

Tome AlHnity between thefe Barbarians and the People of Gocl. 
There is indeed a Refemblance in fome Things, as not to ufe 
Knives in certain Meals, & not to break the Bones of the Bead they 
eat at thofe Times, and the Separation of the Women during the 
Time of their ufual Infirmities. Some Perfons, they fay, have 
heard them, or thought they heard them, pronounce the Word 
Hallelujah in their Songs : But who can believe, that when 
they pierce their Ears and Noles, they do it in Purfuance of the 
Law of Circumcifion ? On the other Hand, don’t we know that 
the Cudom of Circumcifion is more antient than the Law that 
was given to Abraham and his Poderity ? The Fead they make 
at the Return of the Hunters, and of which they mud leave no- 
thing, has alfo been taken fora Kind of Burnt-Offering, or for a 
Remain of the Padbver of the Ifraelites ; and the rather, they 
fay, becaufe when any one cannot compafs his Portion, he may 
get the ..Adidance of his Neighbours, as was pradlifed by the 
People of God, when a Family was notfufiicient to eat the whole 
Pafchal Lamb. 

An antient Milfionary (a)^ who lived a long Time with the O:/- 
^/* ’ P •■ /? taouais^ has wTitten, that among thefe Savages 
.w tiej s, performs the OiTice of a Pried at 



fuj Father Claude Al!oue;n, a JeJuit* 



the 




'54 An Hijioncal Journal of 

t e I-e^s, which I have juft mentioned ; that thev beain k 
giving Thanks to the Spirits for the Succefs of the Chad -f/ 
terwaids another takes a Loaf of J’e/uv, breaks it in two 

..Wd "i.i,eemin, ,h«. .hofc wichSmS 

tioned them as a Proof of the Poflibility of Atheifm croZZT 
called are not acquainted with them. It's tmeS thTv ^ 
Jifcourfeabout Religion, and that theirextrerindoleLe^n Z 
Point has always been the greateft Obftacle we - 



srree prelerved of the Deity ; e 

I'Vv”; sr'’" 

Wo„. Nodj/firs * believe, as I have laid 



, / every ininfr; whl 

before, are Notices from Heaven. 

ave read in fome Memoirs that many Nations of this Con- 

Pr^a/, emoKs !eTe"r*^fJ‘' formerly had young Maids, who 
the Savages, bad any Converfation with Man and 

contradia this warrant, nor 

foat itis no wSL iThTr f S'"'" 

of the World : But our oldeft^h/T^r^^^^^*^ I" Countries 

that f know of of thefe V it 1 Miffionaries have faid nothing, 

iiig the Efteem \bdy had for Velkar°'^^^ T concern- 
findalfo, that amXftle ^ ^ 'u Countries. 1 

not long hace a Kind nf Iroqucu there were, 

The Belief .he ie« “ 

r^tr Thoughts ,/p Of Neverthe- 

ef the Immortality ‘“^y do not believe it purely foiritual 

./ the Soul. their Genii ; Ld to gak the 

or the Other. When wp’ rfehne either one 
theyanfwer, they are Ts it f their Souls, 

Images of the Bodv • And ’f’ • r> ®*td the animated 

fie, .ha. .he7beSee.t, Thi;: <>< 'ki- P"«ci- 

Therefore it is enrireirZ,^ ^ the Univerfe. 

Souls do not die. In the differenfF" 'V* "“t 

plain themfelves on this Subieft 

with its Faculties and tt,» p^’ t^o"fo“nd the Soul 

acuities, and the Faculties with their Operations. 
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Tfjeh' Notion of 
<what becomes of 
ihe Soul, ^vhenfe- 
parated from ihe 
Body* 

wards it 



tliough they know very well how to make the Diftindion, when 
they chufe to fpeak corredly. 

They fay alfothat the Soul, feparated from the Body, has dill 
the fame Inclinations it had before ; and this 
is the Reafon why thev bury with the Dead 
every Thing they ufed when living. They 
are alfo peruiaded, that the Soul remains near 
the Corpfe till the Fellival of the Dead, 
which I (hall prefcntly mention ; that after- 
goes into the Country of Souls, where, according to 
fome, it is transformed into a Dove.^ 

Others think there are two Souls in every Man : They attrl- 
tribute to one all I have juil mentioned : 
Why they carry other never leaves the Body, 

^o^ifions to tfje another ; which neverthekfs 

feldom happens, they fay, but to the Souls of 
Children ; which having little enjoyed Life, are allowed to be- 
gin a new one. For this Reafon, they bury Children by the 
Sides of Highways, that the Women, as they pafs by, may ga- 
ther their Souls. Now thefe Souls, which fo faithfully keep 
Company with their Bodies, mud be fed ; and it is to fulfil this 
Duty, that they carry Provifions to the Tombs : But this docs 
not lad long, and thefe Soiils mud accudom themfelves in Time 
to fad. It is hard enough fometimes to get a Subfidence for the 
Living, without burthening themfelves farther with providing 
Food for the Dead. 

But one Thing which thefe People never fail to perform, in 
whatfoever Extremity they find themfelves,- 
is, that as among us the Spoils of the Dead 
enrich the Living, among them they not 
only carry to the Grave all that the Deceaied podeffed, but 

alfo Prefents from their Friends and Relations. They 

were highly provoked, when they faw fome French open the 
Graves, to get the Gowns of Beaver Skins in which the Dead 
were buried. The Graves are fo facred in this Country, that 
to profane them is the greated Hodility that can be committed 
againda Nation, and the greated Sign that they will come to no 
Terms with them. 

I have mentioned that the S'^uls, when the Time is come that they 

Of the Countr their Bodies, go to a 

f / j ry Region which is appointed to be their everlaft- 

^ ing Abode. This Country, fay the Savages, 

is very far to the Wed, and the Souls are fevcral Months travel- 
ling thither. They have alfo great Difficulties to furmount, and 
they run through great Dangers before they arrive there. I'hcy 
fpeak efpecially or a River they have to pafs, where many have 

9 been 
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been wrecked ; of a Dog, from which they find it hard to de 
fend themfelves ; of a Place of Torment, where they expiate 
IT Faults ; of another, where the Souls are tormented o/the 
Prifoners of War that have been burnt. * " 

** Reafon why, after the Death of ti, r 
Wretches, for Fear their Souls Ihould flay about the Cabin!^ 
revepge their bufferings, they verv carefuli; vifitSfc^ 

The irequms fay. that Atahentsic makes her ordinary Re 
fidence in this Tarfar.s, and that ihe is folely employed^ de 
ceivin^ Souls, to deftrov them Rnf ^ in de- 

to defend them againft the evil Defi Jns of^hit 
Among the fabulous Stories which thev tell of 

■hi. nfii, which ro ™.ch “eVS s 

there is one tnat feems to be copied from the Adventure of Or’ 
buTthe"Nfm?f in it, to. change 

For the reft. Madam, the Happinefs which the Savages hope 
Ho'zv they prc‘ ci^joy in their fancied Elijium^ they do 

tend to merit eter- re^rd precifcly as the Reward of Vir- 

nal Happinefs. ^^^^e been a good Hunter, a £al- 

prfecs, ,oh.vc tilled"'.d T™; 

K.o5 i if an eternal Spring, great 

fhe pLfures Jf Seff^ to labof r, !nd all 

in their Life All theirio ^ 

runonly orthe 

fh'Setffrioft-' T'’ Lffe. 'Sy Thtk 

tion to t of iJCJng happy m the other World, in Propor- 
tion to what they have been in this. ^ 

The Souls of Beafts have alfo their Place in the Country of 
Of the Souls of oouls ; for, according to the Savages, they 
Beafts. nre no lefs immortal than our’s. They alio 

each Specie, h„t,if a Sort of Reafon ; and not only 

eacii bpecies, but alfo each Animal, if we may believe them has 

S t™nd"R°^r’i. 'h«y ™£ n"K£c.*.': 

bcM™" %:t z It.'; r /°“"f ?f ? 

bSe’c'DcTree"' Ti,'"TT ’ thc“iT> m»ck 

arf Mo£lFof believe alfo that in the other World there 
Models of all Sorts of Souls; but they don’t trouble them- 

felves 
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felves much to explain the Idea ; and in general they are little 
concerned about thofe that are purely fpeculative. And have the 
wifeftPhilofophers of Antiquity, who have taken luch ini- 

menfe Pains to explain them, have they made a much greater 
Progrels than the Savages ? We muft always lofe oUrfelyes lu 
the^ dark Ways, unlefs we are guided by the Light ot Faith. 
There is nothing in which the Savages have Ihewn more Su- 
perdition and Extravagance, than in what 
The Nature of regards their Dreams ; but they differ much 
Dreams, according Manner of explaining their Thoughts 

to the Savages. Matter. Sometimes it is the reafon- 

able Soul that wanders out, while the fenfitive Soul continues to 
animate the Body. Sometimes it is the familiar Genius that 
gives good Advice about future Events. Sometimes it is a Vilit 
they receive from the Soul of the Objeft they dream of. But 
in whatfoever Manner they conceive of a Dream, it is always 
regarded as a facred Thing, and as the Means which the Gods 
moll ufually employ to declare their Will to Men. 

PrepofTeffedwiththis Idea, they can’t conceive that we fliould 
take no Notice of them. For the mod Part they look upon them 
as Defires of the Soul, infpired by fomc Spirit, or an Order from 
it. And in Confequence of this Principle, they make it a Duty 

of Religion to obey thefe Commands. -A Savage having 

dreamt that his Finger was cut off, really had it cut off when he 
awoke, after he had prepared himfelf lor this important Aclion 
by a Feaft. Another dreaming that he was a Prifoner in the 
Hands of his Enemies, was greatly embarraffed. He confulted 
the Jugglers, and by their Advice he got himfelf tied to a Pod, 
and burnt in feveral Parts of the Body. 

There are fome Dreams lucky, and feme unfortunate : for 
Tnllance, to dream they fee many Elks, is, they fay, a Sign of 
Life: To dream of Bears, is a Sign they will die foon. I haveob- 
ferved before, that we muft except thofe Times when they prepare 
for hunting thofe Animals. But to let you lee. Madam, to what 
an Extravagance thefe Savages carry this Matter of Dreams, 1 
will relate to you a Fadl attefted by two undeniable Witneft'es, 
who faw the Thing with their own Eyes.^ 

Two Miflionaries were travelling with fome Savages ; and 
, « , . one Night, when all their Conduaors were 

^ fall afleep, one of them ftarted up in a Fright 

hubjeci. Breath, trembling, llriving to 

cry out, and beating himfelf as if he had been poiTefied with a 
Devil. At the Noife he made, every Body were foon up. Ac 
firft they thought the Man was feized with a Fit of Madnefs : 
They took hold of him, and did all they could to quiet him, 
but to no Purpofe ; His Fury ftill encreafed \ and iney could 

L I not 






258 An Hijiorical Journal of 

not hold him any longer, they hid all the Arms for Fear of fonie 
Accident. Some thought it proper to prepare a Draught for 
him, made of certain Herbs of great Virtue ; but, when they 
leaft expcdled it, the pretended Madman jump’d into the River. 

He was taken out immediately, and he complained of Cold ; 
yet he would not come near a good Fire that was prefently made : 
He fat down at the Foot of a Tree ; and as he feemed more 
calm, they brought him the Drink they had prepared for him. 

Toil muft gi^ve it to this Child (faid he) and what he called a 
Child, was the Skin of a Bear Huffed with Straw : He v/as 
obeyed, and they poured all the Drink into the Jaws of this Fi- 
gure : Then they afk’d him, what it was that troubled him > 
“ / have dreamt (replied he) that a Huart (a Kind of Cor- 
y morant) is got into ?ny ^tomachd^ Then they all fell a laugh- 
ing : But fomething was to be done to cure his Imagination ; 
and the Method they took for it, was as follows : 

They all began to counterfeit themfelves mad, and to cry out 
as loud as they could, that they had alfo an Animal in their 
Stomachs ; but they did not chufp to jump into the River to 
drive them out, as it was very cold ; they had rather fvveat 
themfelves. The whimfical Perfon liked this Advice very well. 
They prefently made a Stove, and they entered into it, crying 
Out as loud as they could bawl ; Then they all began to coun- 
terfdt the Cry of the Animal, which they pretended was in their 
Stomachs ; one a Goofe, another a Duck, another a Bullard, 
another a Frog ; The Dreamer alfo counterfeited Wis Huart. But 
the Joke was, that all the reft beat Time, by ftriking upon him 
with all their Strength, with Deft gn to tire him ana make him 
fteep. For any but a Savage, there was Beating enough to hinder 
him from cloftng his Eyes for many Days ; neverthelefs, they ob- 
tained what they deftred. The Patient flept a long Time, and 
when he awoke he w as cured ; feeling no Effedls of the Sweat- 
ing, which was enough to have weakened him greatly, nor of 
the Blows with which he was bruifed all over ; having loft even 
the Remembrance of a Dream, for which he had paid fo dear. 

But it is not the Perfon alone, who has had a Dream, that 
Ho^ they are fatisfy the Obligations that he imagines 

- - • are impofed on him by it ; but it wouli alfo 

be a Crime in any Perfon that he addrelTes 
himfelf to, to refufe him any Thing he de- 
fired in dreaming. And you muft perceive, 
Madam, that this may have difagreeable Con- 
. fequences. But as the Savages are not Self- 

interefted, they abufe this Principle much lefs than they would 
in other Places. If the 1 hing deftred is of fuch a Nature that 
k cannot be fupplied by a private Perfon, the Public takes Care 

of 
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of the Matter ; and if it muft be 

off, it muft be found at any Rate ; and it is not to exprellea 
with how much Care, they keep it when 

it is an inanimate Thing, they are more eafy, but if it is an 
Animal, its Death caufes furprizing Unealineis. ... i • 
The Affair is more ferious ftill, if any one takes it into his 
Held to dream that he knocks another’s Brains out, // 
it in Faa if he can ; but he muft expeft the fame if ®' 
ther takes a Fancy in his Turn to dream that he 
dead. On the other Hand, with a little Prefence of Mind, it is 
eafy to get out of this Trouble : It is only knowing how to op- 
pofe immediately fuch a Dream with another 
It. “ Then fays the the firfl Dreamer, I fee plain v that your 
“ Spirit is ftronger than mine, therefore let us ta k 7°'® 

“ ateutit.” bfeverthelefs, they are not all foe^ily quieted , 
but there are few that are not fatisfied, or whofe Genius is not 

appeafed by fome Prefent. . , , ,, 

1 1 know not if Religion has ever had any Share m what tjiey ge- 
^ nerally call the Fefltval of Dreams, and which 

Of the Feftinsal ironuois, and fome others, have more pro- 
of Dreams. jy called the turning of the Brain. This is 

a Kind of Bacchanal, which commonly lafts fifteen Days, and is 
celebrated about the End of Winter. . , 

They aa at this Time all Kinds of Fooleries, and every one 
runs from Cabin to Cabin, difguifed in a thoufend ridiculous 
Ways : They break and overfet every Thing, and no Body dares 
to contradia it. Whoever chufes not to be prefent in fuch a 
Confufion, nor to be expofed to all the Fricks they play, muft 
keep out of the Way. If they meet any one, they defire him to 
guefs their Dream, and if they guefs, it is at their Expence, 
fie muft give the Thing they dreamt of. When it ends, 
they return every Thing, they make a great Feaft, and they only 
.think how to repair the fad Effeas of the Mafquerade, for molt 
commonly it is no trifling Bufmefs : For this is alfo one of thofe 
Opportunities which they wait for, without faying any Tning, 
to give thofe a good Drubbing who they think have done them 
any Wrong. But when the Fettival is over, every Thing muft 

I find the Defeription of one of thefe Feftivals in the Journal 
r ■ ■ .. of a Miffionary who was forced to be a 

A Defertpuen of Spg^^gtor of it much againft his Will, at On- 
one of thefe Fefls- It was thus obferved : It was 

teals. proclaimed the 2zd of February, and it was 

done by the Elders, with as much Gravity as if it had been a 



(a) Father C/W/ 
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weighty Affair of State. They had no fooner re-entered their 
Cabins, but inftantly there came forth Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren, almoft quite naked, though the Weather was exceffive ^old. 
They entered direftly into all the Cabins, then they went rav- 
ing about on every Side, without knowing whither they went, 
or what they would have : One would have taken them for 
People drunk, or dark mad. 

Many carried their mad Freaks no further and appeared no more : 
Others were refolved to make Ufe of the Privilege of the Fefti- 
val, during which they are reputed to be out of their Senfes, 
and of Confequence not refponhble for what they do, and fo 
revenge their private Quarrels. They did fo to fome Purpofe : On 
fome they threw whole Pails full of Water, and this Water, 
which froze immediately, was enough to chill them with Cold 
who were thus ufed. Others they covered with hot Afhes, oral! 
Sorts of Filth : Others took lighted Coals, or Fire-brands, and 
threw them at the Head of the firft they met: Others broke 
every Thing in the Cabins, falling upon thofe they bore a Grudge 
and beating them unmercifully. To be freed from this 
Perfecution, one mudguefs Dreams, which often one can form 
no Conception of. 

The Miflionary and his Companion were often on the Point 
of being more than Witneffes of thefe Extravagancies : One of 
thefe Madmen went into a Cabin, where he had feen them 
take Shelter at the fird. Happy for them, they were jud gone 
out ; for there was great Reafon to think this furious Fellow in- 
tended them fome, Harm. Being difappointed by their Flight, 
he cried out, that they mud guefs his Dream, and fatisfy it 
immediately ; As they were too long about it, he faid, / 
kill a Frenchman : Immediately the Madcr of the Cabin 
threw him a French Coat, to which this Madman gave feveral 
Stabs. 

Then he that had thrown the Coat, growing furious in his 
Furn, faid lie would revenge the Frenchman^ and burn the whole 
V illage to the Ground. He began in Fa£l by fetting Fire to 
his own Cabin, where the Scene was drd aded; and when all 
the red were gone out, he fhut himfelf up in it. The Fire, 
which he had lighted in feveral Places, did not yet appear on the 
Outdde, when one of the Miffionaries came to the Door : He was 
told what had happened, and was afraid that his Hod could not 
get out, the’ he might be willing : He broke open the Door, 
laid hold of the Savage, turned him out, put out the Fire, and 
fhut himfelf up in the Cabin. His Hod neverthelefs ran 
through the Village, crying out that he would burn it : They 
threw a Dog to him, in Hopes that he would glut his Fury 
on that Animal ; he faid it was not enough to repair the 

Affront 



Tfavih in Narllt Mtrica. 26 ‘ 

kehad received by the killing of > Frmch^an in hr. 
is ■ TheftbS him nVecond Dog. he c. rt ,n P.ecet, end 

who vroold alfoplrj. his P« r H. 

equipped tsvo Women like real ^rnx. f ^ i 

their'^^Hair diftievelled, a Wolf Skin over their Bodies, and 
a Club in their Hands. Thus attended, he goes in^ all the 
Cabins, yelling and howling with all ^ 

Outcries as if he had got fome great Hurt , then he came, 
outcries, as ii m—cpded bv his two Bacchantes, 

down, and marched on gravely, w>-cedea y C'ubs 

who growing furious in their Turn, overfet with their C.ubs 
^very^Th^g^hey met in their Way.. They were no fooner 
rut of thisSrelzy, or tired with -*-3 ‘heir ^ar s th^^^ 
another Woman took their Place, 

were the two Jefuits, and armed wKh a the 

had juft before got by having her Dream guefled, (he fung the 
War-Song, making a thoufand Imprecations on herfeli it flie 

did not bring home fome Prifoners. ^ 

A Warrior followed clofe after this Alteon, with a Bow and 
Arrows in one Hand, and a Bayonet in the ot ^ 
had made himfelf hoarfe with bawling, he threw himfelf ?dl at 
once on a Woman, who was (landing qujetly By. not expeain 
it, and lifting up his Bayonet to her Throat took her by the 
Hair, cut o(f a HandfuU and went away. 1 hen a Jngglef ap- 
peared, holding a Stick in his Hand adorned 
Means of which he boafted that he could reveal moll feerrt 
Things. A Savage accompanied him, carrying a Vellel fu I 
of I know not wh.at Liquor, which from Tt®e to Time ^ gave 
him to drink : The Juggler had no fooner taken it in his Moutl^, 
than he fpit it out again, blowing upon his Hands, and on 
his Stick, Ld at every Time he explained all the Enigmas that 

..d g„c» »dc,«.„d.ha. 
they had fome Defi.-es ; One direQly fpread a Mat on the 
Ground: They guelfed that (he defired fome Fi(h, which wa* 
given her. The other had a Hoe in her Hand, and they 
That (he defired to have a Field to cultivate : They carried her 
out of the Village, and fet her to Work. A Chief had dreamt, 
as he faid, that he faw two human Hearts : They could not ex^ 
plain his Dream, and at this every Body was greatly concerned. 
It made a great Noife, they even prolonged the heftival for a 
Day, but all was in vain, and he was obliged 
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himfelfeafy without. Sometimes there were Troops of People that 
made Sham-Fights ; fometimcs Companies of Dancers, who 
.^ed all Sorts of Farces. This Madnefs lalled four Days, and 
it appeared that it was out of Refpe6l to the two Je/uits that they 
had thus fhortened the Time : But there were as many Diforders 
committed in this Space of Time, as they ufed to do in fifteen 
Days. Neverthelefs, they had this further Regard for the 
Millionaries, that they did not difturb them in their Fundlions, 
and did not hinder the Chriftians from acquitting themfelves of 
their religious Duties. But I have faid enough on this Arti- 
cle. I clofe my Letter to give it to a Traveller, who is return- 
ing to the Colony, afluring you that 

1 artiy See. 



LETTER XXIV. 

Sequel of the traditions of the Savages. 

Madam, At the Fort of the Ri^erS>T, Joseph, Sept, 14, 

T H r e E Days ago I left this Place, to go to Chicagou, by 
coaiiing the South iliore of Lake lM.ichigan ; but we found 
the Lake fo rough, that we thought it betterto return hither ; and 
take another Route to get to Loutfana, Our Departure it fixed 
for the i6th, and I lhall take Advantage of thefe Wo Days De- 
lay, to proceed in my Account of the Cufloms and Traditions of 
pur Jmericans, 

The Savages, in what I faid to you in my former Letter, ac- 
Of the e^vil only the Operations of the Good 

Genii, and of the Wizards alone, and thofe who 

JVizards. Enchantments, are reputed to hold any 

Correfpondence with the Evil ; and *tis Wo- 
men moll commonly that follow this deteftable Trade. The 
Jugglers by ProfelTion not only forbear it, at leaft openly, but 
they make it a particular Study, to know how to difeover En- 
chantments, and to hinder their pernicious EfFeds. At the Bot- 
tom, in all the Stories I have heard on this Matter, there is fcarce 
any Thing butjuggling. They ufe on thefe Occafions either Ser- 
pents, out of which they take the Venom ; or Herbs, gathered 
at certain Seafons ; or pronounce certain Words ; or ufe Ani- 
mals whofe Throats they have cut, andTome Parts of which are 
mrown into the Fire. 
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Among xVt Illinois, and feme other Nations, they make little 
reprefent thofe whofe Days they would ftiorten, and 
Si they ftab to the Heart. At other Times they take a btone, 
rnd by the Means of fome Invocations they pretend to form one 
like it^. in the Heart of their Enemy. I am perfuaded this fel- 
dom happens, unlefs the Devil is concerned in it , however, 
Sie%efo afraid of Magicians, that the leaft Sufpicion t* enough 

So caufe whoever is the leaftfufpeaed of being fuch, to ^ cut to 

Pieces. Yet though this Profeffion is fo dangerous, there are 
People to be found every where, who have no other. It is alfo 

true that the moftfenfible, and the leaft credulous of thofe who 

have been moft converfant with the Savages ; do allow that 
there is fometimes fome Reality in their Magic. , „ , . 

Why (hould thefe Infidels, Madam, be the only People m 
whom we ftiould not difeover the Operation of the Devil ? and 
what other Mafter but this mifehievous Spirit, jiho nuas a Mur- 

tlerer from the Beginning (a), co\s\A have taught fo many People, 

who have had no Correfpondence with each other, an Art, which 
we cannot look upon as abfolutely trifling, without contrMictin^g 
the facred Writings ? We muft therefore acknowledge, ^at the 
Infernal Powers have fome Agents upon Earth, but that God has 
confined their Malignity within very narrow Limits ; and per- 
mits but feldom, that we ftiould feel the Effeas of the Power he 
has thought fit to leave to them only to make it fubferve, fome- 
times to his Jnftice, and fometimes to his Mercy. 

We may fay much the fame of the Jugglers of Canada, who 
r, , „ , make a Profeffion of correfponding only with 

Of the Jugglers, beneficial Genii, and who 

boaft of knowing by their Means whatever pafles in the moft dif- 
tant Countries, and whatever (hall come to pafs in the moft dif- 
tant Ages ; and who pretend to difeover the Rife and Nature of 
the moft hidden Difeafes, and to have the Secret of curing them ; 
to difeern in the moft intricate Affairs what Refolution it is beft 
to take ; to explain the moft obfeure Dreams, to obtain Succefs to 
the moft difficult Undertakings ; to render the Gods propitious 
to Warriors and Hunters. Thefe pretended good Genii, are 
like all the Pagan Deities, real Devils, who receive Homages 
that are due only to the true God, and whofe Deceits are ftill 
more dangerous than thofe of the evil Genii, becaufe they con- 
tribute more to keep their Worftiippers in Blindnefs. 

It is certain, that amongft their Agents the boldeft are the 
moft refpefted ; and with a little Artifice, they eafily perfuadc 
People who are brought up in Superftition. ■ Tho’ they have feeu 
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the Birth of thefe Impoftors, if they take a Fancy to give them*. 
felves a fupernatural Birth, they find People, who believe them 
on their Word, as much as if they had feen them come down 
from Heaven, and who take it for a Kind of Enchantment and 
liluAon, that they thought them born at firrt: like other Men: 
Their Artifices are neverthelefs, in general, fo grofs, and fo com- 
mon, that there are none but Fools, and Children, that are ira- 
pofed upon by them; unlefs it is when theyadl as Phyficians : For 
every one knows, that in what concerns the Recovery of Health, 
the greateft Credulity is to be found in all Countries, as well 
among thofe who value thcmfelves moft on their Wifdom, as 
among the Weaker Sort. 

' After all. Madam, 1 repeat it, it is difficult not to acknow- 
ledge that among thefe Infidels there fometimes pafs Things 
.that are very capable of deceiving, at lead the Multitude, not to 
fay more. I have heard fome Perfons fay, whofe Truth and 
judgment I could no Way fufped, that when thefe Impoftors 
Ihut thcmfelves up in their Stoves to fweat, and this is one of 
^keir moll common Preparations to perform their Tricks, they 
differ in nothing from the rythonijfa^s^ as the Poets have repre- 
fented them on the Tripod : That they are feen to become con- 
vulfed, and poflefTed with Enthufiafm, to acquire Tones of the 
Voice, and to do A^lions which appear to be beyond the Strength 
of Nature, and which feize the moft unprejudiced Speftators 
with a Horror, andaDifordcr of Spirits, that they cannot over- 
come. 

It is alfo aflerted, that they fufTer much on thefe Occafions ; 
and that there are fome who do not readily engage, even when 
they are well paid, to give thcmfelves up in this Manner to the 
Spirit that agitates them. But we need not believe that there is 
^ny Thing fupernatural in this, that after coming out of thefe 
violent Svyeats they go and throw thcmfelves into cold Water, 
and fometimes when it is frozen, without receiving any Damage. 
This is common to them with the other Savages, and even with 
other People of the North ( a). This is a Matter which Phyfic 
cannot eafily account for, but in which ’tis certain the Devil 
has no Share. 

It is alfo tni?, that tlie Jugglers arc too often right in their 
Predi61ions, to make it believed that they always guefs by 
Chance ; and that there paffies on thefe Occafions Things that 
it is fcarce poffible to attribute to any natural Secret. Some 
Perfons have feen the Polls which enclofed thefe Stoves, bend 
dow n quite to the Earth, whilft the Juggler was very tranquil, 

Ja) The Poet Regnard us, in his Voyage Xq tatUnd, that he faw 

'Ih:ng done in EcthrAa, 
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without any Motion, and without: touching them. Zinging 
end foretelling Things that fliould ^me lo pafs. Tho. Let- 
tersof theantient Mifilonaries are full of Fads, which leave no 
Room to ‘doubt that thefc Seducers have a real Cori^fponoence 
with the Father of Deceit and Lies. Many of the French haVe 
talked to me in the fame Manner. I will only relate to you one 

Story which I have from its Source. ^ ^ . i. n-n 

You have feen at Paris Madam de Mar/ox, and fhe is there UiU. 
This is what the Marquis de VaudreuiU her Son-in-Law, at 
fent our Governor-General, told me this Winter, and which he 
learnt of this Lady, who is very far from being fufpeaed of 
Weaknefs and Credulity. She was one Day very uneafy au^ut 
her Hulband, M. de Marfon, who was Commandant of a Polt 
which we have in Acadia: He v/as abfent, and the Time was 
paft which he had fet for his Return. A Woman Savage, who 
law Madam de Marfo^i was troubled, aiked her the Caufe of it ; 
and being told it, Ihe faid, after pauiing a little on the Matter, 

“ Don't trouble yourfelf any longer ; your Hujland ^ill come bad cn 
fuch a and at fuch an Hour, (which fhe named) nvearing a 
“ grey Hat?' As Ihe perceived that the Lady eave no Heed to 
her Prediaion, on the Day and at the Hour fhe liad foretold, fhe 
came again to the La^ly, and afked her if fhe would come and 
fee her Hulband arrive, and prefTed her in fuch a Manner to 
follow her, that fhe drew her to the Side of the River. They 
had hardly got thither, when M. de Marfan appeared in a Canoe, 
wearing a grey Hat ; and being informed of what had pafied, 
he declared that he could not conceive how the SavJige could 
have foreknown the Hour and the Day of his Arrival. 

This Example, Madam, and many others that I know, which 
are equally certain, prove that the Devil is 
Of Pyromancy, foihetimes concerned in the Magic of the 
Savages ; but it belongs only, they fay, to the Jugglers to raife 
up Spirits, when public Affairs are concerned. It is faid that 
all the Algtfnquins and Abenaquis formerly praflifed a Kind of 
Pyromancy, of which this was the whole Myflery : They re- 

duced to a very fine Powder fome Coals of Cedar Wood ; tliey 
placed this Powder after a particular Manner, then they fet Fire 
to it, and by the Turn the Fire took in running on this Powder, 
they difeovered, as it is faid, what they fought for. They add, 
that the Ahenaquis, on their Converfion to Chriflianity, could 
hardly be brought to forfake a Cuftom, which they looked upon 
as a very innocent Means of knowing what pafi'ed at a Diflanc;: 
from them. 

I never heard that private Perfons, who defired to be ac-* 
quainted with thefe Secrets, were obliged, 
for that Purpofe, to go thro’ any Ceremony ; 
but the J ugglers by Profeflion are never invefted 
M m with 
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with this Charaftcr, which makes them contraft a Kind of League 
with the Genii, and which procures them Refpeft, till rhev 
have prepared themfelves for it by Fallings, which they carry to 
an unc^mon Length ; and during which they do nothing but 
beat a Drum, cpr, howl, fing, and fmoke. The Inftalment is af- 
terwards made in* a Kind of Bacchanal^ with Ceremonies fo ex- 
travagant, and accompanied with fo many furious Aftions that 
one would fay that the Devil then takes PoflelTion of their Per- 
Ions. 

But they are not, neverthelefs, theMinifters of thefe pretended 

Of the Priejls. 5® <le®lare their Will to 

Men, and to be their Interpreters ; for if we 
may pve the Name of Sacrifices to the Offerings which thefe 
People make to their Deities, the Jugglers are never their* 
Pneits. In the public Ceremonies, they are the Chiefs : and in 
private Ceremonies it is generally the Father of the Family, or 
the chief Pcrfon of the Cabin. The chief Employment ot' the 
Jugglers, oratleaft that by which they get moft, is Phyfick : They 
praitife this Art on Principles founded on the Knowledge of 
Simples, on Experience, andon Circumftances, as they do in other 
Places j but they moft commonly alfo join with thefe Principles, 

which the Vulgar are always the 

Fhere are perhaps no Men in the World who are more the 
ne common Di- Dupes of fuch Impoftors than the Savages, 
flempers of the Sa- 1, who have lefs Need of Phy- 

*vages, lick. They are not only almoft all of a healthy 

ftrong Conftitution, but they have never 
known the greateft Part of the Diftempers which we are fubjeft 
to, but fince they converfed with us. They knew not tvhat the 
Small-Pox was, when they took it from us ; and we muft attri- 
bute the great Ravages it has made amongft them to this Igno- 
rance. The Gout, the Gravel, the Stone, the Apoplexy, and 
®*“®^Difeafes, fo common in Europe, have not yet reached 
this Part of the New World, among the natural Inhabitants of 
the Country. 

’Tis true, that their Exceffesin their Feafts, and their immo- 
derate Fafts, make them fubjeft to Pains and Weakneffes of the 
Breaft, which deftroy a great Number of them • 
Alfo, many young Perfons die of the Phthifick ; and they fay that 
this is the Effeft of the great Fatigues and violent E.\ercifes to 
w^ich they expofe themfelves from their Childhood, before they 
are ftrong enough to fupport them. ’Tis a Folly to believe, as 
feme do, that their Blood is colder than our’s, and to" attri- 
R? Infenfibility in- Torments ; but 

their Blood is extremely balfamic ; and this arifes, without 

Doubt, 
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Doubt, from their ufing no Salt nor any of thofc Things we ufe, 
to eive a higher Relilh to our Meats. 

They feldom look upon a Difeafe as merely natural, or 
among the common Remedies they ufe, 
TheV/e the Sa- in themfelves the Virtue 

xvages make of their }^gjjing. The great Ufe they make of 

Simples. Simples, is for Wounds, Fradures, Dif- 

locations, Luxations, and Ruptures. They blame the great In- 
cifions which our Surgeons make to cleanfe Wounds ; Ihcy 
fqueeze out the Juice of many Plants, and with this Compofition they 
draw out all the Corruption, and even the Splinters of broken Bones, 
Stones, Iron, and in general all the foreign Matter that remains 
in the wounded Part. Thefe fame Juices are all the Food of the 
Patient, till the Wound is clofed. The Perfon that dreffes the 
Wound, takes alfo fome of thefe Juices before he fucks it, if 
he finds it neceflary to ufe that Method. But there is feldom a 
Neceffity to do this ; mofl: commonly they find it fufficient to 
fyrin'^’c the Wound with thefe Juices. 

Alt this is according to Rule ; but as tliefe People mud 
have fomething fupernatural in all their Tran fadions, the Juggler 
often tears the Wound with his Teeth, and afterwards ihewing 
a Bit of Wood, or fome fuch Thing, that he had the Precaution 
to put before-hand in his Mouth, he makes the Patient believe that 
he drew it out of the Wound, and that this was the Charm which 
caufed all the Danger of his Malady. ^ This is certain, that 
theyhave wonderful Secrets and Remedies. A broken Bone is 
well united, and grows folid in eight Days. A French Soldier, 
who was in Garrifon in a Fort of Acadia^ was troubled with the 
falling Sicknefs ; and his Fits were grown fo frequent, as to at- 
tack him almoft every Day with great Violence. A Woman 
Savage, who happened to be prefent at one of his Fits, went 
and made him two BolufTes of a powdered Root, the Name of 
which fhe concealed, and defired that he would take one at the 
End of his next Fit, giving Notice that he would fweat much, 
and have great Evacuations botli upwards and downwards ; and 
added, that if the firft Bolus did not carry oft all the Complaint, 
the fecond would entirely cure it. The Thing happened as the 
Woman had faid : The Patient had another Fit after the firll 
Dofe, but it was the laft. He enjoyed afterwards a perfed 
State of Health. 

Thefe People have alfo quick and fovereign Remedies againfl 
, the Palfy, the Dropfy, and the Venereal 
Diners other The Shavings of Guiacum Wood, 

emaUes. Saflafras, arc their common Specifics 

in the two laft Difeafes : They make a Drink of thefe Woodr, 
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, which cures and prevents thefe Diieafes, if it is conltantlv 
uled (a), , ^ 

In acute Difeafcs, as in the Pleurify, they work on the Side 
oppolite the Pain : They apply Cataplafnis, which draw, and 
prevent the Humours from fettling. In the Fever they ufe cold 
Lotions, with a Decodion of Herbs, and by this prevent In- 
r They boaft efpeciailyof the EfFeds 

ot Diet, but they make it confift only in abftaining from certain 
Aliments, which they efleem hurtful. 

Formerly, they had not the Ufe of Blood-letting, and inftead 
m It, they uled Scarifications in the Places where they felt Pain • 
Ihen they apphed aSort of Cupping Veffel made of Gourds’ 
which they filled with combuliible Matter, which they 
let on Fire. Fhepery commonly u.'ed feveral Kinds of real 
Caultics ; but as they were not acquainted with the Lapislnfer- 

Aipphes the Place of thefe Operations. In 
the northern Parts, they frequently ufe Cl y Hers ; a bladder 
fcrves them for a Syringe. They have a Remed; againft the 
Dyfentery, which is almoft always effeftual : Thfs if a Juice 

Extremities of the Branches of the Ce- 
dar-Tree, after they have been well boiled. 

But their great Remedy and their great Prefervative againft 
Of Svjeating. ^ , tJiieales, is Sweating. I have before 
the Stnvf> and ),-i^ k ^c*^’ Madam, that at their coming out of 
Bodierfhevl"'^*^® ‘I*® Parts of their 

e^aou^h P rf ^ any near 

Thev ^ Waterover them, 

toci^m recover the Fatigue of a Journey, 

Z aLX to enable them the better to difeourfe 

mat p*’ a Stranger comes into a Cabin, they 

Thevtt If ^ T’ **'*^°^ Company. 

I ney have alfo another Manner of promotine Sweats which 

they ufe in certain Diftempers: It con^fifts in ifyingfre’pItS 

£"^i7a°K^?'"f %lJ«le elevated, unde^r which they 

Se ‘"’v and Branches of Pinef 

Wat)/f iT^k plentiful 

Swef ^ J ' 7^7 tlte Smell is very wholefome. The 

Wattrn d ‘hat IS procured only by the Vapour of 

Water poured upon hot Flints, has not this Advantage. 

three Simple,. 

in a few Days, the moft inve4a°e“F!^,;®°Se. 
a) This feems to deferve the Attention of the Phylicians. 
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In AaJia, a Diftemper was never confidered to be of much 
, Coniequence, but when the Patient refuied 
The Pnnaples Nourifliment, and many Na- 

on vjhichthe^hole ^^me Error : Let a Per- 

Praaice of Phyfic jr of Fever, if they Can 

is founded among Xhin.2: like other Peo- 

ibe Savages. ^^3 ^oon as the Diftemper appears 

dangerous, that is to fay^ when the Patient refufes all Kinds of 
Food, they employ all their Attenlion. It is true that the 
Principles on which all the Phyfic of the Savages is founucd, 
are very extraordinary : I'hey refufe the Patient nothing mat 
lie alks, becaufe, fay they, his Defires in this State are tlie Or- 
ders of the Genius, that prefidesover his Prefervatioh (f) : And 
when they call in the Jugglers, ’tis lefs on Account of their 
Skill, than becaufe they fuppofe they are better informed by 
the Genii of the Caufe of the Diiiemper, and of the Remedies 

for the Cure. ri 

Furthermore, they will have nothing to reproach themfelves 
with ; One would imagine that Death lofes fofmething of ih Fer- 
ror, when it follows after a Courfe of Phyfic, thoogh this 
might be the Caufe of it. Our Savages are with Regard 
Notion under the general Law, and the common' Preju^dlcc 
of all Nations, and all Ages ; and they are the more ejtctrtable 
for carrying their Credulity fo far, ai they acknowledge fpme- 
thing fupernatural in all Diftempers ; and as they Reli- 

gion fhare in the Art of healing them, they think themfclyes 
the lefs obliged to be guided by Reafon, and make it a Duty to 
fulFer themfelves to be led blindfold. ^ ^ , 

Oftentimes the Patient takes itin^ his Head thathis Diftem- 
^ per is the EfTea of Witchcraft: Theri*aU 

their Care is to difeover it, and this is the 
^ ^ Duty of the Juggler. He begins by fweating 

ptj mpen, himfelf, and when he has throroughly tired 

himfelf with bawling, beating himfelf, and invoking his Ge- 
nius, the firft extraordinary Thing that comes into his Thought, 
he aferibes as the Caufe of the Diftemper. Many, before they 
enter into the Stove, take a compound Potion, very proper, 
as they fay, to make them receive the heavenly Impreflion ; 
and they pretend that the Prefence of the Spirit is manifefted 
by a ftrong Wind that rifes on a fudden, or by a Bellowing 
which they hear under Ground, or by the Agitation or lhaking 
of the Stove. Then full of his pretended Deity, and more like 
one pofTefTed with the Devil, than a Man infpired by Heaven, 
he pronounces his Decifion in a magifterial Tone on the State 
of the Patient, and fometimes hits pretty^right. 

( a) This feems to deferve to be attended to, as Experience has often proved 
that the Indulgence of the Defirei of the Sick has been falutary. 



But 




27 ° Hijlcrical 'Journal of 

But thefe Quacks have found out a pretty fingular Way of 
Impoftare of the anAyerable for Events As foon 

Juz/lers, a Patient has the Symp- 

^ ^ toms of Death, they never fail to give Orders, 

that are fo difHcuIt to be put in Execution, that they are always 
lure of an Excufe, on Account of their Orders not having been 
punftually followed. It is not to be conceived to what Ex- 
travagancies they go on thefe Occafions : They order fome 
Patients to counterfeit themfelves mad: In fome Diliempers 
they order Dances, which are generally very lafcivious. One 
would think for the moft Part, that they have the Cure of the 
Patient lefs in View, than to hallen his Death. But what 
Ihcws the Force of Imagination is, that thefe Do£lors, with 
all their Follies, perform as many Cures as our’s. 

In fome Nations, when the Dillemper is defpcrate, they kill 
Their Cruelty to ‘^6 Patients to put them out of their Pain. 
the Sici in de/pe- f 

rafe Cafes, young Children that lofe their Mothers at their 

Birth, or bury them alive with them, hecaufe 
they are perfuaded that another Woman cannot nurfe them, 
and that they would pine to Death. But I think however 
that lately they have laid afide this barbarous Cuftom. Some 
others forfake the Difeafed when the Doflors give them over, 
and let them die with Hunger and Thirft. There are fome" 
who, to hinder the Diftortion of the Features in dying Per- 
fons, clofe their Eyes and Mouth, when they f^c them in the 
Agony of Death. 

In Acadiuy the Jugglers arc called Autmoins, and it is ge- 

Ofthe Auimcins Village who is 

Acadia. anvefted with this Dignity ; therefore they 

- ' have more Authority tlmn the other Jugglers, 

though they have not more Skill, nor lefs of Impofture. When 
they are called to a Patient, the firft Thing they do is to 
view him attentively for fome Time, then they blow upon 
him : If this has no EfFeft, “ The Reafon is, that the Devil is 
“ within him, fay they, but however he muft come out; yet 
" let every one be upon his Guard, for this evil Spirit out of 
“ Spite may fall upon one of the Company.” Then they en- 
ter into a Kind of Madnefs, they make ftrange Poftures, 
they cry out, they threaten the pretended Devil, they 
fpeak to him as if they have feen him, and they make Pafles 
at him : But all this is only a Farce to hide their Impof- 
ture. 

When they enter the Cabin, they always have the Precau- 
tion to thruft into the Earth a Piece of Wood, fattened to a 
String : Afterwards they offer the End of the Strino- to all 

the 
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the Company prefent, dcfiring them to puLl up this Piece of 
Wood ; and as no Perfon can Tcarce ever accomplifh it, they ne- 
ver fail to fay it is the Devil that holds it; then, feigning to 
ftab this pretended Devil, theyloofe theWood by little and little, 
by Hiking the Earth round about it; after which tliey draw it up 
with Eafe, and all prefent cry out, Vidlory / To this Wood there is 
faftened underneath a little Bone, or ibme fuch Thing, which 
they did not fee at firft ; and the Quacks making the People 
prefent obferve it, cry out, “ This n^as the Cau/e cf the Diflem-^ 
per ; it wo as necejfary to kill the Dew'd to get itJ' 

This Farce lafteth four or five Hours, at the End of which the 
Dodlor wants Reft and Refrefhment : He goes away, aftiiring 
the Patient that he will infallibly recover, if the Diftemper 
has not got the upper Hand ; that is to fayy if the Devil, be- 
fore his Retreat, has not already given him a mortal Wound. 
But how is the Dodor to know this ? He pretends to know 
it by Dreams ; but he takes fpecial Care not to fpeak plainly 
till he fees what T urn the Diftemper is like to take. When 
he judgeth it is incurable, he retires, and after his Example 
every Body forfakes the fick Perfon. If after three Days he 
is ftill alive, the Devil (faith the Doflor) is refolvcd he JJoall 
not recovery and woill not let him die : I'Ve tnuji out cf Charity put 
an End to his Stferingsd^ Immediately the deareft Kriends of 
the Patient fetch cold Water, and pour on his Face till he 
cxpireth. The Delufion is fuch, that many Thanks are re- 

turned to the Do6lor, with a conftderable Reward. 

Some Nations of the South have Maxims that are entirely the 
Reverfe : They never pay the Dodor till after the Cure. If 
the Patient dies, the Do61or is in Danger of his Life, Accord- 
ing to the Iroquoisy every Diftemper is a Deftre of the Soul, and 
Death is the Confequence of not accomplifning the Deftre. 

I make an End, Madam, becaufe the Article of the Dead 
would carry me too far, and every Tiling is getting ready for 
my Journey. In all Probability I fhall foon have Leifure to 
write to you again ; but you will not hear from me the fooner on 
this Account ; for from hence to the Illinois there is no Like- 
lihood that I fhall find any Opportunity of fending you my 
Letters ; fo that if I write any before I arrive there, you will ro 
ccive them as late as if I wrote them from that Country. 
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LETTER XXV. 



Departure froj?i the Fort of the Ri*ver St. Joi^EPH. The Sources of 
theTw^^Y^iMix^ What pajfes at the Death of the Savages : Of 
jheir Funerals i of their Tombs ; of their Mourning ; of Wulo'Zu- 
hood \ of the FeJHasal of the Dead. 

Madam, From the Source of the 1 l Sept. 

I Did not expedt to tnke up my Pen to write to you lb foon ; 

but my Condudlors have juft now broke their Canoe, and 
here I am detained the whole Day in a Place where I can find 
nothing that can excite the Curiofity of a Traveller; therefore 
I can do nothing better than employ my Time in entertaining 
you. 

I think I informed you in my laft, that I had the Choice of 
two Ways to go to the Illinois : The firft was to return to Lake 
Michi^any to coaft all the South Shore, and to enter into the lit- 
tle River Chicagou. After going up it five or fix Leagues, they 
pafs into that of the Illinois^ by the Means of two Portages, the 
longeft of which is but a League and a Quarter. But as this 
River is but a Brook in this Place, I was informed that at that 
Time of the Year I fhould not find Water enough for my 
Canoe ; therefore I took the other Route, which has alfo its In- 
conveniencies, and is not near fo picaiant, but it is the fureft. 

1 departed Yefterday from the Fort of the River St, Jofephy 
and I went up that River about fix Leagues. 

I landed on the Right, and I walked a 
League and a Quarter; at hrft by the Bank of 
the River, then crofsr the Country in a vaft Meadow, interfperfed 
all over with little Clufters of Trees, that have a very fincEffeft, 
They call it the Meadow de la Tete de Bceuf (the Buffaloes Head) 
becaufe they found here a Buffalo’s Head of a monftrous Size. 

Why fhould there not be Giants among thefe Animals ? 1 

encamped in a very fine Place, which they call the Fort des Re- 
nardsy (of the Foxes )y becaufe the Renardsy that is tosAy, 
the Outagamisy had here, and not long fmee, a Village fortified 
after their Mahncr. 

This Morhine I walked a League further in the Meadow; 
having almoft all the Way my Feet in Water. Then I met with a 
little Pool, which communicates with feveral others of different 
Bignefs, the largeft of which is not one hundred Paces in Com- 
pafs. Thefe are the Sources of a Rh'er called Theakiki, and 

which 
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which oar by Corruption call Kiakiki. figmfies 

a Wolf. I forget in what Language ; but this River is fo call d, 
becaufe the Mahitigans, which are alfo called the Wohjts, formerly 



took Refuge here. . , . , . • . 

We put our Canoe, which was brought hither by twoiWcn, into 
the fecond of thefe Springs, hr Pools, and we embarked ; but we 
found fcarce Water enough to keep it afloat : Ten Men, in two 
Days, might make a ftrait and navigable Canal, which would fave 
much Trouble, and tenor twelve Leagues Way ; for the River, 
at the firft coming out from its Spring, is it> narrow, and we are 
continually obliged' to turn fo fhort, that every Moment one is 
in Danger of breaking the Canoe, as it has juft now happened to 
us.— —But let us return to the Savages ; and after having 
feen in what Manner they are treated in their Diftempers, let us 
fee them die, and what pafTes after their Death. 

In general, when they think therafelves paft Recovery, they 
/r ^ Refolution truly 

paffes lU often fee their Days fhortened by the 

the Deaib of a Sa-- Perfons that are moll dear to them, without 
(hewing the Icaft Chagrin. The Declaration 
of the Sentence of the Dodor is fcarcely finifhed to a dying 
Man, before he makes an Effort to harangue thofe that are about 
him. If it is the Chief of a Family, he firft makes his Funeral 
Oration, which he finilhes by giving very good Cbunfel to his 
Children. After this, he takes Leave of every. Body, gives 
Orders for aFeaft, in which they mull ufe all the Provifions that 
remain in the CaUn, and then he receives the Picfents of his 
Family. 

During this Time they cut the Throats of all the Dogs they 
can catch, that the Souls of thefe Animals may go into the 
other World, and give Notice that fuch a Perfon will arrive 
there foon ; and all the Bodies are put into the Kettle, to en- 
large the Feaft. After the Peaft is over, they begin to weep : 
Their Tears are interrupted to bid the laft Farewel to the dying 
Perfon, to wifh him a good Journey, to comfort him on his being 
feparated from his Relations and Friends, and to affure him that 
his Children will maintain all the Glery he has acquired. 

Wemuft acknowledge. Madam, that the Calmnefi ’Xdthivhich 
thefe People look Death in the Face, has fomething In it very 
admirable ; and this is fo univerfal, that perhaps there never 
was an In (lance of a Savage (hewing any Concern upon hearing 
that he had but a few Hours to live. The fame. Principle, and 
the fame Spirit, prevails every where, though the Cuftoins vary 
much in all that I have juft mentioned, according to the different 
Nations. In mod Places there are Dances, Songs, Invocation?., 
and Feails ordered by the Doflors, whUh are almoft always 
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inedies more fit, according to our Notions, to kill a Man tiiat 
was well, than to cure a Tick Perfon. In fome Places they 
ufe no Means at all ; They arc fatisfied with having Recourfe 
to the Spirits ; and if the Tick Perfon recovers his Health, they 
have all the Honour : But the dying Perfon is always the leaft 
concerned about his Fate. 

It may further be added, that if thefe People (hew fo little 
Their Gemrofity J“dgn,ent in their Manner of treating the 
to the Dead acknowledge that they behave 

towards the Dead with a Generofity and an 
AiFefUon that cannot be too much admired. Some Mothers have 
been known to have kept the dead Bodies of their Children whole 
Years, and could never go from them ; others draw Milk from 
their Breads, and pour it upon the Tombs of thefe little Crea- 
tures. If a Village happens to take Fire, in which there are 
any dead Bodies, this is the firft Thing they take Care to pre- 
ferve : They drip themfelves of every Thing that is mod valu- 
able, to adorn the Dead : From Time to Time they open their 
Coffins to change^ their Drefs ; and they deprive themfelves 
of Food to carry it to the Sepulchres, and to the Places where 
they fancy their Souls walk. In a Word, they are at much 
greater Expences for the Dead, than for the Living. 

As foon as the fick Perfon expires, the Place is filled with 
Of thpir n^ournful Cries ; and this lads as long as the 

Family is able to defray the Expence, for 
they^ mud keep open Table all this Time. 
The dead Body, d refled in the fined Robe, with the Face painted, 
the Arms and all that belonged to the Deceafed by his Side, is 
expofed at the Door of the Cabin in the Podure it is to be laid 
in the Tomb ; and this Podure is the fame, in many Places, as 
that of the Child iii the Mother’s Womb. The Cudom of fome 
Nations is for the Relations of the Deceafed to fad to the End of 
the Funeral ; and all this Interval is pa/Ted in Tears and Cries, 
in treating their Vifitors, in praifing the Dead, and in mutual 
Compliments. In other Places they hire Women to weep, who 
perform their Duty pundhtally : They fing, they dance, they 
weep without ceafing, always keeping Time ; But thefe De- 
mOndrations of a borrowed Sorrow do not prevent what Nature 
requires from the Relations of the Deceafed. 

it appears to me, that they car^ the Body without Ceremony 
Of the Tombs Interment ; at lead I find no 

^ * Mention about it in any Relation : But when 

it is in the Grave, they take Care to cover it in fuch a Manner, 
that the Earth does not touch it : It lies as in a little Cave lined 
with Skin, much richer and better adorned than their 'Ca- 
bins. Then they fet up a Pod on the Grave, and fix on it every 
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Thing that may fliew the 

They fometimes P"» the finelf Ac- 

^ay fern to ftew “ p.ovifions to the Tomb 

tions of his Life. They y 

every Morning ; and as the ® 8 .,,. ^ perfuade themfelves 

reap the Benefit of it. they are willing to pwi^^ 

that thefe Things have been eate y believe in Appa- 

I. i. «»ge, JL 

Of Apfaritions. Sort all Manner of Ways. / 

?SSH32gSiS 

“,”D.r^M.g <h.i. c,„.m^wh, 

“ Love we bore to onr Relations, but alfo that vve may not 

“ have before our Eyes, in the Things they ufed. Objeas which 
» Sd continoall/rekew our Grief.” It is alfo for thia Rea- 
fon tLt they forbear, for feme Time, to pronounce their Tsames ; 
and if any other of the Family bears Con 

all the Time of Mourning. This is Probably alfo 

why the greateft Outrage you can do to any Perfon, IS to.lay to 
them Your father is ^tad^ OK, Your Mother ndtad. 

When any one dies in the Time of Hunung, thw expofe his 
Body on a very high Scaffold, anJ it remains 
Various Prac- j-jl the Departure of the Troop, who, 

tiees about the carry it with them to the Village. There arc 

fome Nations who praftife the fame with Re- 
gard to all their Dead; and I have feen it V® 

%liifagum of Detroit. The Bodies of thofe who 
are Urnt, and their Afties brought back to be laid in ^t*e Bnry-. 
ing-Place of their Fathers. Thefe Burying-Places, among tW 
mfft fettled Nations, are Places like ow 

Village. Others bury their Dead in the Woods at the Foot of 
a Tree ; or dry them, and keep them ^ells 1 11 the Feflnal 
of the Dead, which I ihall prefently defcribe . But in fome 
Places they obferve an odd Ceremony for thofe that ane drowned, 

or are frozen to Death. , , 

Before I defcribe it, it is proper. Madam, toicl. j^u that thp 
Savages believe, when thefe Accidents happen, jiiat the Spirits 
are incenfed, and that their Anger is not appealed till the Bo y 
N n 2 
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IS found. Then the Preliminaries of Tears, Dances, Son^s, 
and Feafts, being ended, they carry the Body to the ufual Bury- 
ing-Place; or, if they are too far off, to the Place where it is tore?* 
main till the Feffival of the Dead. They dig there a very large 
Pit, and they make a Fire in it ; Then fome young Perfons 
approach the Corpfe, cut out the Fleft in the Parts which had 
been marked out by a Maffer of the Ceremonies, and throw them 
into the Fire with the Bowels ; Then they place the Corpfe, 
thus mpgied, in the Place deftined for it. During the whole 
Operation, the Women, efpecially the Relations of the Deceafed, 
go continually round thofe that are at it, exhorting them to ac- 
quit themfelves well of their Employment, and put Beads of 
Porcelain in their Mouths, as we would give Sugar-Plumbs to 
Children to entice them to do what we delire. 

The Interment is followed by Prcfcnts, which they make to 
tG/Te, af- Family ; and this is called co^ermp 

ter the hfurmnu Theff Prefents are made in thf 

^ Name of the Village, and fometimes in the 
Name of the Nation* Allies alfo make fome Prefents at the 
Death of confiderable Perfons : But firll the Family of the De- 
ceafed makes a great Feaft in his Name, and this Feaft is ac- 
companied with Games, for which they propofe Prizes, which 
are performed in this Manner: A Chief throws on the Tomb 
three Sticks about a Foot long : A young Man, a Woman, and 
a Maiden, take each of them one ; and thofe of their Age, their 
Sex, and their Condition, ffrive to wreft them out of their 
Hands. Thofe with whom the Sticks remain, are Conquerors. 
There are alfo Races, and they fometimes Ihoot at a Mark. In 
ffiort, by a Ciiftom which we find eftablilhed in all the Times of 
Pagan Antiquity, a Ceremony entirely mournful is terminated 
by Songs, and Shouts of Vi<ffory. 

It is true, that the Family of the Deceafed take no Part in 
Of Moumin? Rejoicings : They obferve even in his' 

Cabin, after the Obfequies, a Mourning, the- 
Law's of which are very fevere : They muff have their Hair cut 
off, and their Faces blacked ; They muff ffand with their Heads 
wrapped in a Blanket : They muff not look at any Perfon, nor 
make any Vifit, nor eat any Thing hot : They muff deprive 
themfelves of all Pleafures, wear fcarce any Thing on their Bo- 
dies, and never warm themfelves at the- Fire, even in the Depth 
of Winter. 

After this deep Mourning, which laffs two Years, they begin 
afecond more moderate, wliich lafts two or three Years longer, 
and which may be foftened by little and little ; but thej dif- 
penfe with nothing that is preferibed, without the Confent of the 

Cabin 
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Cabin to which the Widower or the Widow belongs. Thefc 
Periniflions,aswellas theEndof the Mourning, always coft a 

^^Widows cannot contraa a fecond Marriage without the Confent 
of thofe on whom they depend, in Virtue 
Of Wi^(Twhood Laws of Widowhood. If they can 

and Jecond Mar- Hulband for the Widow, fhe iinds 

riages. herfelf under no Difficulties : If flie has any 

Sons of an Age to fupport her, (he may continue m a State of 
Widowhood, without Danger of ever wanting any ^ “ing ; If 
(he is willing to marry again, (he may chufe, and the Man (he 
marries becomes the Father of her Children : He enters into 
all the Rights, and all the Obligations of the fird: Hulband. 

The Hufband does not weep for his Wife ; becaufe, accord- 
ing to the Savages, Tears do not become Men ; but this is not 
general among all Nations. The Women weep for their 
Hulbands a Year : They call him without ceafing, and fill their 
Village with Cries and Lamentations, efpeciaHy at the rifing 
and fettingof the Sun, at Noon, and in fome Places when they 
go out to Work, and when they return. Mothers do much the 
lame for their Children. The Chiefs mourn only fix Months, 
and may afterwards marry again. 

The firft, and often the only Compliment they make to a 
... Friend, and even to a Stranger they receive 

ne Ndtm of is to weep for thofe of his 

the Sanj ages about ^ear Relations, w^hom he has loft fi nee they, 
thofe ^ho die njiQ- They put th'eir Hands on his 

tent Deaths, Head, and they give him to underhand who 

it is they weep for, without mentioning his Name. All this is 
founded in Nature, and has nothing in it of Barbarity. But 
what I am going to fpeak of, does not appear to be any Way 
excufable ; that the Behaviour of thefe People towards thofe 
who die by a violent Death, even though it is in W^i^r, and for 
the Service of their Country. 

They have got a Notion that their Souls, in the other World, 
have no Communication with the others ; and on this Principle 
they bum them, or bury them diredtly, fometimes even before 
they expire. They never lay them in the common Burying- 
Place, and they give them no Part in the great Ceremony, which 
is renewed every eight Years among fome Nations, and evei*y ten 
Years among the Hurons and the Iroquois. 

They call it the Fefti<vcd of the Dead^ or the Feafi of Souls / 
And here follows what 1 could colled that was moil uniform and 
remarkable concerning this Ceremony, which is the mod fingular 
and the mod celebrated of the Religion of the Savages. They 
begin by fixing a Place for the AfTembly to meet in : Then they 
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chufe the King of the Feaft, whofe Duty it is to give Orders for 
cv«ry Thing, and to invite the neighbouring Villages. The 
Day appointed being come, all the Savages aflemble, and go in 
ProcelTion two and two to the Burying-Place. There every one 
labours to uncover the Bodies ; then they continue fome Time 
contemplating in Silence a Spedlacle fo capable of exciting the 
moft ferious Reflexions. The Women firll interrupt this religi- 
ous Silence, by fending forth mournful Cries, which encreafe 
the Horror with which every one is filled. 

This firfl Aft being ended, they take up theCarcafles, and pick 
up the dry and feparated Bones, and put them in Parcels ; and 
thofe who are ordered to carry them, take them on their Shoul- 
ders. If there are any Bodies not entirely decayed, they wafh 
them; they clean away the corrupted Flefh, and all the Filth, and 
wrap them in new Robes of Beaver Skins : Then they return in 
the fame Order as they came ; and when the Proceflion is come 
into the Village, every one lays in his Cabin the Burden he was 
charged with. During the March, the Women continue their 
Lamentations, and the Men fliew the fame Signs of Grief as 
they did on the Day of the Death of thofe whofe Remains they 
have been taking up. And this fecond Aft is followed by a 
Feaft in each Cabin, in Honour of the Dead of the Family. 

The following Days they make public Feafts ; and they are 
accompanied, as on the Day of the Funeral, with Dances, Games, 
and Combats, for which there are alfo Prizes propofed. From 
Time to Time they make certain Cries, which they call the 
Cries cf the Souh. They make Prefents to Strangers, among 
whom there are fometimes fome who come an hundred and fifty 
Leagues, and they receive Prefents from them. They alfo take 
Advantage of thefe Opportunities to treat of common Affairs, 
or for the Eleftion of a Chief. Every Thing pafl'es with a 
great deal of Order, Decency, and Modefty ; and every one 
appears to entertain Sentiments fuitable to the principal Ac- 
tion. Every Thing, even in the Dances and Songs, carries 
an Air of Sadnefs and Mourning; and one can fee in all. Hearts 
pierced with the fharpell Sorrow. The moft In fenfibl« would 
oe affefted at the Sight of this Spcftacle. After fome Days arc 
paft, they go again in Proceflion to a great Council-Room built 
for thePurpofe : They hang up againft the Walls the Bones and 
the Carcafles in the fame Condition they took them from the 
Burying-Place, and they lay forth the Prefents defigned for the 
Dead. If among thefe fad Remains there happens to be thofe 
of a Chief, his Succeffor gives a great Feaft in his Name, and 
£ngs his Song. In many Places the Bones are carried from Vil- 
lage to Village, are received every where with great Demonftra- 
tions of Grief and Tendernefs, and every where they make 

them 
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them Prefents : Laftly, they carry them to the Place where 
they are to remain always. But I had forgot to tell you, that all 
thefe Marches are made to the Sound of their Indruments, ac- 
companied with their bell Voices, and that everyone in thefe 

Marches keeps Time to the Mufic. 

ThislaftandcommonBurial-Placeis agreat Pit, which they line 
with their fined Furs, and the bell Things they have. 1 he Pre- 
fents defigned for the Dead, are fet by themfelves. By Degrees, as 
thcProcemon arrives, each Family range themfelves on a Kind of 
Scaffolds fet up round the Pit ; and the Moment the Bones ^ are 
laid in, the Women renew their weeping and wailing. Then 
all prefent go down into the Pit, and every one takes a little 
of the Earth, which they keep carefully. They fancy it pro. 
cures Luck at Play. The Bodies and the Bones, ranged in Or- 
der, are covered with entire new Furs, and over that with Bark, 
on which they throw Stones, Wood, and Earth. Every one re- 
turns to his own Cabin; but the Women come for feveral Days 
after, and pour Sagamitty on the Place. 

/ amy Sec, 



LETTER XXVI. 

youmy to Ti MIT EOVY , Of the Rinjer of the Illinois. Reception 
of the Prifoners a?nong thefe People* Their Manner of burning 
them. Some Things peculiar in their Way of living. 

Madam, Pimiteouy, 0 Bober 

T he Night of the 17th of this Month, the Froft, which for 
eight Days paft was perceivable every Morning, encreafed 
Gonfiderably. This was early for this Climate, for we were in 41® 
yf n /• • • ^ 40' Lat. The following Days we went forward 

u ^ Morning to Night, favoured by the Cur- 

the 1 neaKiKi. which is pretty ftrong, and fometimes 

by the Wind : In Fa£l, we made a great deal of W'ay, but we ad- 
vanced very little on cur Journey : After having gone 10 or 12 
Leagues, we found ourfelves fo near our laft Encampment, that 
Perfons in both Places might have feen each other, and even 
have talked together, at lead with a Speaking-Trumpet. But 
it was fome Confolation to us, that the River and its Borders 
were covered with Wild-Fowl, fattened with wild Oats, which 
were then ripe. I alfo gathered fome ripe Grapes, which were 
of the Shape and Bignefs df a Malket-Ball, and foft enough, but 

of 
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of a bad Tafle. This is probably the fame that they call in 
Louisiana Raifin Prune (the PUanb Grape)* The River by 
Degrees grows lefs winding; but its Borders are not pleafant till 
we are hny Leagues from its Source. It is alfo for all this Space 
very narrow, and as it is bordered with Trees, wliofe Roots are 
in the Water, when one falls it bars up the whole River, and 
it takes a great deal of Time to clear a PalTage for a Ca- 
iioe. 

Having got over thefe Difficulties, the River, about hfty 
Leagues from its Source, forms a fmall Lake, and afterwards 
grows confiderably wider. The Country begins to be fine : The 
Meadows here extend beyond the Sight, in which the Buffaloes 
go in Herds of 2 or j hundred : But one muft keep a good Look- 
out, not to be furpnfed by the Parties of Sioux and Outagamis^ 
which are drawn hither by the Neighbourhood of the Illinoisy 
their mortal Enemies, and who give no Quarter to the Trench 
they meet on their Route. The Misfortune is, that the Theakiki 
lofes its Depth as it grows wider, fo that we are often obliged 
to unlade the Canoes and walk, which is always attended with 
fome Danger, and I fliould have been greatly perplexed, if they 
had not given me an Efcort at the River St, Jofeph, 

What iurprifed me at feeing fo little Water in thp Theakiki was, 
that from Time to Time it receives fome pretty Rivers. I faw 
one among the reft, above lixty Yards wide as it’s Mouth, which 
they have named the Iroquois Ri^er^ becaufe thefe gallant Men 
fuffcTed themfelves to be furprifed here by the Illinois^ who killed 
a great Number of them. This Blow humbled theni the more, 
as they greatly defpifed the Illhiois, who for the moff Part can 
never face them. 

The 27th of September we arrived la Fourche (at the Fork;) 
t Tt- r- this is the Name the give the Place 

oy the Ri’ver of Theakiki and the River of the li- 

the ILLINOIS. 

Leagues, is dill folhallow, that I faw a Buffalo crofs- it, and the 
Water did not come above the Middle of his Legs. On the con- 
trary, the Theakiki y bcfidcs bringing it’s Waters a hundred 
Leagues, is a fine River. Neverthelefs it lofes it’s Name here, 
without doubt becaufe the lllitwis being fettled in many Places of 
the other have given it their Name. Being enriched all at once 
by this Jundion, it yields to none that we have in France ; and 
I dare affure you, Madam, that it is not poffible to fee a better 
nor a finer Country than that it waters ; at lead up to this Place, 
from whence I write. But it is fifteen Leagues below the 
Fork before it acquires a Depth anfwerable to its Breadth, al- 
though in this Interval it receives many other Rivers. 
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The larpeft is called Pifiicoui, and comes From the fine Country 
of the Mafcoutins. It has a Fall at its Mouth, which they call 
la Charboniere (the Coal Fall) becaufe thev^find many Coals m 
its Environs. In this Route we fee only vaft Meadows, with little 
Clutters of Trees here and there, which feem to have been planted 
by the Hand ; the Grafs grows fo high in them, that one might 
lofe one’s felf amongft it ; but every where we meet with Paths 
that arenas beaten as they can be in the moll populous Coun- 
tries ; yet nothing palTes through them but Buflaloes, and from 
Time to Time fome Herds of Deer, and fome Roe-Bucks. 

A League below the Coal-Fall we fee on the RiRht a Rock 

quite round; and ver}^ high, the Top of which is like a Ter- 
rafs; they call it the bccaufe thefe Savages 

had formerly a Village hcfre. A League farther on the left, we 
fee another juft like it, which they call only Le Roeber ( the Rock,) 

It is the Point of a very high Pface, that runs for the Length of 
two hundred Paces, always following the Side of tl\e River, which 
widens very much in this Place. It is perpendicular on every 
Side, and at a Diftance one would take it for a Fortrefs. Here 
are ftill fome Remains of Palifadoes, becaufe the Illinois former- 
ly made an Intrenchment here, which they can eafily repair in 
Cafe of any Irruption of their Enemies. 

The Village is at the Foot of the Rock in an Ifland, which 
wkh feveral others, all wonderfully fruitful, divide the River in 
this Place into two pretty large Channels. I landed the 29th 
about four in the Afternoon, and I found fome fniich here, who 
were trading with the Savages. As foon almoft as I had fet my 
Foot on Shore, I was vifited by the Chief of the Village. He 
is a Man about forty, well ftiaped, mild, of a^ very pleafing 
Countenance, and the French faid many Things in his Praife. 

Then I went up the Rock by a tolerably eafy Way, but very 
narrow. 1 found a very fmooth Terrafs, of a great Extent ; 
and where all the Savages of Canada could not force two hun- 
dred Men, who had Fire Arms, if they could have Water, which 
they can get only from the River ; and pn do this they muft 
expofe themfelves. All the Recourfeof thofe who fhould hap- 
pen to be befieged here, would be the natural Impatience of 
thefe Barbarians. In fmall Parties they \yill wait without Un- 
ealinefs eight or ten Days behind a Bufti, in Flopes that fome Bo- 
dy will pafs by, whom they may kill or take^ Prifoner : But 
when they are a numerous Body of Warriors, if they do not 
prefently fucceed, they foon grow weary, and take the firft Ex- 
cufe to retreat. • This they never want ; for there needs only for 
this Purpofe a Dream, real or feigned. 
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The Rain, and ftill more a Spcflacle, which filled me with 
Reception of the hindered me from makmg the Tour 

Prifonm ainong Rocks, from whence I hoped to dif- 

the Illinois. P"ce>ved at the 

hnd, and juft above the Village, the Bodies of 
two Savages that had been burnt a few Days before, and which 
were abandoned according to Cuftom, to the Birds of Prey, in 
the fame Pofture, in which they were executed. The Way of 
btirning the Prifoners among thefe fouthern Nations, is fome- 
thing fingular; and they have alfo fome Cuftoms different from 
the others in their Manner of behaving towards thefe unhap- 
py Wretches. ^ 

When they have made a military Expedition, which has fuc- 
ceeded, the Warriors order their March fo, that they never arrive 
at the Village till Night. As foon as they are near it, they 
halt ; and when it is Night, they depute two or three young 
People to the Chief, to acquaint him with the principal Adven- 
tures of the Campaign. Next Day, at the Appearance of the 
Dawn they drcfs their Prifoners in new Robes, adorn their Hair 
with Down, paint their Faces with various Colours, and put a 
white Stick in their Hands, which is fet round with the Tails of 
Roe-Bucks. At the fame Time the War-Chief makes a Crv 
and all the Village affembles at the Water-fide, if they are ne'ar 
a River. ^ 

As foon as the Warriors appear, four young Men in their fined 
Drefs embark in 2.Pettiaugre(a), the two firft carry a Calumet, and 
Way, to fetch the Prifoners, which they bring as 
in Triumph to the Cabin, where they are to be fentenced. The 
Mafter of the Cabin, to whom it belongs to decide their Fate, firft 

during this Meal he holds a Coun- 
cil. If they give his JLife to any one, two young Men go and untie 
him, take him each by one Hand and make him rim full Speed 
to the River, where they throw him in Headforemoft. They 
throw themfelves in after him, wafh him well, and lead him to 
the Perfon whofe Slave he is to be. 

As to thofe who are condemned to die, as foon as the Sentence 
Their Manner of P**^ponnced, the Cry is made to affemble 
burning them, Execution is deferred, 

_ only juft Time enough to make the Prepara- 
tions tor it. They begin by dripping the Sufferer quite naked : 
hey nx in the Earth two Pods, to which they faften two crofs 
Pieces, one about two Feet from the Ground, and the other fix or 
ieven Feet higher, and this is what they call a Frame. They 



(a) This is a long Boat, made of the finele 
but few Canoes of Bark in thefe Pait^. 



Trunk of a Tree. 
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make the SufFercr get upon the lirft crofs Piece, to which they 
j'aften his Feet, at a little Dillance from each other : Then they 
tie his Hands to the upper Angles of the Frame ; and in this 
Pofture they burn him in all Parts of the Bc^y. 

All the Village, Men, Women, and Children, gather round 
him; and every one has a Right to torture him as they pleafe. 

If no one prefent has any particular Reafon to prolong nis Suf- 
ferings, his Punifhment his foon over ; and commonly they dil- 
patch him with their Arrows, or elfc they cover him with the 
Lrk of Trees, which they fet on Fire. Then they leave him in 

his Frame, and towards Night they run through all the Cabins, 
ftriking with little Sticks on the Furniture, on the Walls, and on 
the Roofs, to hinder his Soul from Haying there to revenge the 
Injuries they have done to his Body. The red of the Night is 

palled in Rejoicings. -r* • 1 1. 

If the Party has met no Enemy, or if it has been 
obliged to fly, it enters the Village by Day, 
keeping a profound Silence ; but if it has 
been beaten, it enters by Night, after having 
given Notice of their Return by a Cry of 
Death, and named all thofe they have loll, 
either by Diftcmpers, or by the Sword of the Enemy. Sometimes 
the Prifoners are condemned and executed before they arrive at 
the Village ; efpecially when they have any Room to fear they 
will be refeued. Some Time fince a Frenchman being taken by 
the Outagamis, thefe Barbarians held a Council on their Route, 
to know how they (hould difpofe of him. The Refult of the 
Deliberation was to throw a Stick up in the Tree, and if it 
lodged there> to burn their Prifoner ; but to throw it only a cer- 
tain Number of Times. By good Fortune for the Prifoner, 
though the Tree was very thick of Branches, the Stick always 

fell to the Ground. , r 1 ^ 

I Hayed twenty-four Hours at the Rock, and to pleafe the Sa* 
rr- j 1 r 10 vages, and to ftiew my entire Confidence in 
The aolej ul Sengs though all my Condudors were en- 

of the Illinois. camped on the other Side of the River, I lay 
in a Cabin in the midfl of the Village. Lpall the Night quiet 
enough ; but I was waked very early by a Woman, who lived in 
the next Cabin; when Ihe awoke, the Remembrance of her Son, 
whom fhehad loft feme Years before, came into her Mind, and 
immediately Ihe began to weep, and to fing in a very doleful 
Tone. 

The Illinois have the Chara 6 ler of being cunning Thieves, 
for this Reafon I caufed all my Baggage to be carried over to the 
other Side; but in fpite of this Precaution, and the Vigilance 
of my People, at our Departure we mifled a Gun, and fo.me 
O o 2 Trifles, 
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Trifles, which we could never recover. The fame Evening we 
pafl'ed the lafl Place of the River, where one is obliged to drag 
the Canoe; afterwards the River has every where a Breadth and 
Depth, that makes it equal to moft of the largeft Rivers of 
rcpe, 

I faw alfo this Day, for the firft Time, fome Parrots : There 

Of the Parrots Theaiiii, but 

of Louifiana Summer only. Thefe were fome Stagglers 

that were going to the MiffiJJipi, where there 
are fome in all Seafons : They are but little bigger than a Black- 
bird, their Head is yellow, with a red Spot in the Middle, Green 
prevails in all the reft of their Plumage. The two following 
Days we traixrfed a charming Country, and the third of 
her about Noon we found ourfelves at the Entrance of the Lake 
Ptmiteouy ; it is the River which grows wider here, and which 
for three Leagues is one League in Breadth. At the End of 
thefe three Leagues, we find on the Right a fecond Village of 
Illinois^ diftant about fifteen Leagues from that of the Rock. 

Nothing can be more pleafant than the Situation ; it has over 

Of the Village ^sin Pcrfpeaive, a very fineForeft, 

c/Pimiteouy. Colours, and behind 

it a Plain of an immenfe Extent, bordered 
with Woods. The Lake and the River fwarm with Fifh, and their 
Sides with Wild-Fowl. I met alfo in this Village four French Ca- 
nadiansy who informed me that I was between four Parties of 
Enemies, and that it was not fafe for me either to go forward, 
or to return ; they told me further, that on the Route which I 
had travelled, there were thirty Outagamis in Ambufh; that the 
like Number of the fame Savages were ranging round the Vil- 
lage of Pimiteouyy and Others to the Number of eighty kept 
at the Bottom of the River, divided into tv^^o Bands. 

This Account made me recolledt what had happened to us the 
Evening before ; we had ftopt at the End of the Ifland, to look 
for fome Buftards, at which fome of my People had fired ; and 
we heard fomebody cutdng of Wood in the Middle of the Ifland. 
The Nearnefs of the Village of P tfntteouyy made us judge that it 
was fome Illinois, and we held in that Opinion ; but it is very 
likely that they w(^re Outagamis, who having difeovered us, and 
not daring to attack us, becaufe 1 had twelve Men well armed, 
thought to draw fome of us into the Woods, judging that they 
jhouldhave an eafy Conqueft of the reft; but our little Curi- 
ofity kept us from this Misfortune, which I fhould certainly not 
have efcaped, if I had* not had an Efcort commanded by a Man, 
who was not of a Humour to flop where there was no real Oc- 
cafion. 
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What further confirmed the Account of the Four Fre»ct»«e>r 
was that thirty Warriors of Pimiteouy, commanded by the 
Chief of the Village, were in the Field, to endeavour to get 
more certain Newf of the Enemy ; and that a few Days before 
their Departure, there had been an Aftion in the Neighbour- 
hood, in which the tw'o Parties had each made one Prifoner: 

Qutagami had been burnt about a Mufeet-Shot from the 
Village, ind he was ftill in his Frame. The who 

affifted in his Punilhment, told me that it lafted five Hour?, an^ 
that this unfortunate Wretch had maintained till his Death that 
he was an lllinou, and that he had been taken in his Childhood 
by the Outagamis, who had adopted him. , ^ 

^However; he had fought very well, and had it not been for 
a Wound received in the Leg, he had not been taken. 
But as he could give no Proofs of what he had alledged, and 
had been very near making his Efcape, they would not be^ve 
him on his Word. He made it appear in the midft of his Tor- 
ments, that Braver)', and Courage in bearing Pain, are very difr 
ferent Virtues, and that they do not always go together, for 
he made molt lamentable Cries, which only ferved to animate 
his Executioners. It is true that an old Woman, whofe ^n 
had been formerly killed by the Outagamis^ made him fufFer 
all the Pains that Fury infpired by Revenge could invent. 
However, at lall they took Pity on his Cries, they covered 
him with Straw, which they fet on Fire; and as he nad ftill 
fome Life in him after it was burnt out, the Children killed 
him with their Arrows. Generally, when a Sufferer does not die 
bravely, it is a Woman, or Children, that give him his Death’s 
Wound : He does not deferv^e, they fay, to die by the Hand of 
a IVIan * 

I found myfelf, Madam, greatly embarraffed. On one Side^ 
my Condudlors did not think it prudent to go^ forward ; on the 
other, it was very inconvenient for my Ahairs to winter at Pi- 
miteouy : I fhould then have even been obliged to follow the 
Savages in their Winter-Quarters, and this would have made 
me lofe a whole - Year. At laft the two Canadians, of the four 
which I found at Pimiteouy, offered to encreafe my Efcort, and 
they all took Heart. I would have departed the next Day^ 
the fourth of OSlpber, but the Rain, and fome other X)ifficulties 
which we met with, flopt me the whole Day. 

The Warriors, who had been out on the Difeovery, came 
r . back in the Afternoon, without making any 

The Difficulties^ becaufe they had feen nothing. They 

in <which 1 found me with a prpud Sort of 

snyfelf .yerv Ofily armed with Ar^ 

rows, and a round cf Hide?, and they did not 

feen; 
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{ecm to take any Notice of me. It is the Cuftom of the 
riors to falutc no Perfon when they are in a Body for War; But 
almoft as foon as they had got into their Cabins, the Chief hasdng 
dreued himfelf, came and paidnie a Vi/it of Ceremony, He is 
about forty Years old, pretty tall, and fomething lean, of a 
Wild Charaftcr, and very ratipnal. He is alfo the braved Sol- 
dier of his Nation, and there is no Illinois that deferves better 
than he the Sirnaine (a) that Homer gives by Way of Preference 
to the Hero of his Iliad, This is faying a great deal, for the 
Illinois are perhaps the fwifteft Runners in the World : The 

Mijfowrites are the only People that can difpute this Glory with 
them. ^ 

As I perceived a Crofs of Copper, and a little Figure of the 
A remarkable Virgin hanging about the Neck of this Sa- 
5/^7 of the Chief ^ ^een a Chr;fian, 

^Pimiteouy. he had only put 

himfelf in this Equipage out of Refpea to 
we. ^ They told me farther what I am going to relate, without 
requiring you to believe more of it, than the Credit of my Au- 
thors deferve : They are Canadian Travellers, who certainly 
did not invent what they told me, but who heard it reported as 
a certain Fa£l. This is the Storv. 

The Image of the Virgin, which the Chief wore, having 
fallen into his Hands, I know not how, he was curious to know 
iR'hoitreprerented: They told him it was the Mother of God, 
and that the Child which (he held in her Arms, was God him- 
fc/f, who made himfelf Man for the Salvation of Mankind. 

They explained to him in few Words the Myflery of this 
JnelFable Incarnation ; and farther told him, -that' the ChrijUans 
always addreded themfelves to this divine Mother when they 
were in any Danger, and that they feldom did it in vain. The 
Savage liftened to this Difeourfe with much Attention; and 
tome Time after, as he was hunting alone in the Woods, an 
Outagami, who had laid in Ambulh, faewed himfelf the Moment 
after he had difeharged his Gun at fome Game, and took Aim at 
he remembered what had been told him of the Mother 
invoked her, and the Outagami attempting to (hoot, 
feis Gun miffed Fire : He cocked it again, and the fameThing hap- 
pened five Times together. During this Time, the Illinoh charged 
Ris own, and in his Turn took Aim at his Enemy, who chofe ra- 
ther to furrender than be (hot. ^ Since this Adventure, the Chief 
never goes out of the Village without carrying his Safeguard with 
filmy with which he thinks himfelf invulnerable. If the Story is 
trucy It IS very probable that it was the Fault of the MiiTionary 

(aj Swift-footed, 

alofift; 
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»Vme that has hindered him from becoming Chrjftian, and 
tha7the Mother of God, after having preferved him from a 
temporal Death, will obtain for him the Grace of a Imcere Con- 

’'"Arfo^n'’as the Chief had left me, I went out to vif.t the 
^ Environs of the Village, and 1 perceuxd 

two Savages, who went from Cabin to Labin, 
wailing much in the fame Tone as the Wo- 
man of the Rock, I mentioned before. One 
had loft his Friend in the laft Battle, the 
other was the Father of him that had been ftain. They walked 
?grLTpace, and put their Hands on the Heads of all thev met; 
probably to invite them to (hare 

Lve foueht Refemblances between xht Hebreo^s ■ c 

ricans, wluld not have failed to have taken particular Notice of 
this Manner of Mourning, which feme Expreftions of Scripture 
might give Room to thefe Conjeaurers to judge might hate 
been in Ufe among the People of God. 

About Evening: the Chief defired me to come to a Houfe 
where one of our Miffionanes had lodged 
The Care of the before, and where probably they 

Chief for ny Safe- hold the Council; I went thither, 

ty. and found him there with two or three El- 

ders. He began by faying that he was defirous of infonning 
me of the great Danger to which I was going to expofe myfelt, 
by continuing my Route ; That upon thor^ghly conridering all 
arcumftances, he advifed me to put off my 

fon was a little more advanced ; that he hoped u * 

Parties would be retired, and leave me a tree Paffage, As *ie 
might have his Views in detaining me at I ‘ethim 

know that I was not much affefted with his Reafons, ^d added, 
that I h.ad fome more prevailing ones to haften my Departure. 
He feemed to be concerned at my Anfwer, and I foon found 
that it proceeded from his Affeaion for me, and his Zeal for gur 

Nanom^ce ouj. Refolution is taken, faid he, I am of Opinion, 
“ that all the French who are here, ftiould join themfolves to 
“ you to ftrengthen your Efccrt ; I have alfo already dedared 
«< my Thou-Thts to them on this Matter, and have ftrongly re- 
prefentedm them, that they would be forever loft to all Ho- 
“ Lur, if they Ihould leave their Father in Danger, without 
“ ftiaring it with him. . I Ihould be very glad to accompany 
f‘ you myfelf at the Head of all my Soldiers, but yxu know 
my Village is in Danger of being attacked every Day, and 



(e ) He is in FaS convened fir.ee. 
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it is not proper for me to be abfent, and to leave it un- 
“ guarded in fuch Circumftances, As for the French, nothing 
“ can detain them here, but an Intercfl which they ought to 
“ facrifice to your Prefervation. This is what I have given 
“ them to underlland, and have farther told them, that if any one 
of them fell into the Hands of the Enemy, it would only be 
the Lofs ot a Man, whereas a Father was alone to be efteem- 
ed as many, and that they ought to run all Hazards, to pre- 
♦♦ fcnt fo great a Misfortune.’^ * 

1 was charmedi Madam, with the Wifdom of this Man, and 
more ftill with his Generohty, which inclined him, out of his 
'Regard for me, to deprive himfelf of four Men, whofe A€ihnce 
was a Matter of Confequence, in his prcfent Situation. I made no 
DOubt before, that in his Willingnefs to detain me, he had a View 
of making Ufe of my Efcort in Cafe of Need. I gave him 
many Thanks for iris Good-will and his Care, and I aiTured 
him that I was very well fatisfied with the French, that I would 
iHvide them with him, and leave him two for his Defence, in 
Cafe he ihould be attacked ; that the other two fliould accom- 
pany me till I was in a Place of Safety, and with this Rein- 
forcement I mould think myfelf in a Condition to go any 
where without Fear. He prelTed me no further to flay, and I 
retired. 



fhis Morning he came to pay me a fecond Vifit, accompanied 
He caufes his Mother-in-Law, who carried a young 

Daughter to be 

baptized, drdling himfelf to me, a Father in great 

^ Afflidion. This is my Daughter, wlio is 

dying, her Mother died in bringing her into the World, and 
no Woman could fuccceed in nurfmg her. She brings up all 
fhe takes, and has perhaps but a few Hours to live : You 
will do me a Pleafure to baptize her, that Hie mav go to fee 
God after her Death.” The Child was really very ill, and 
paft all Hopes of Recovery, fo I made no Scruple • to bap- 
tize it. 



Should my Travels have been ulelefs in all other Refpe^ls, I 
acknowledge to you. Madam, 1 fliould not regret all the Fa- 
tigues and Dangers of them, fmee, in all Probability, if I had 
not come to Pwnteouy, this Child had never gone to Heaven, 
where I make no Doubt flie will foon arrive. 1 hope alfb, that 
this little Angel will obtain for her Father the fame Grace he 
has procured for her, I depart an Hour hence, and I trull this 
Letter with the two Frenchmen I leave here, and who intend to 
take the hrfl Opportunity to return to Canada, 



I am, Sec. 
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letter XXVII. 

Journn framYimrzov't to the ^***''®^’**' 

ond Ri-ver of the Illinois. Of the Copper Mattes. Of t^ 
Missouri. Of the Mme. of the K^fRA^ 

tionofFort DE Chartres, and of ^ 

QUlfs. Of the Fruit-Trees of 

Mississip/i above the Illinois. Mf ‘” d ^^.^‘ {f lh ! st^s 
Sonu Tradition, of the Savages, ^ 

and Planets, Edipfes, and Thssnder : Thev> Manner of computrng 

Tim* 

Madam. KASKASiyiiAS, 20. 

T Confefs very fincerely, that I was not fo eafy at leaving 
T PmL, I feigned myfelf to be, as well for iny own 
Credit asTot entirely to difcourage thole who accompanied me, 
fome i whom concealed their Fear but very tndifferent y. The 
Alarms in which I had found the Illinois, their doletul Songs, 
the Sieht of the Carcafles expofed in their Frames, horrible 
Obie'ls which continually reprefented to me what I was “ 

if I Ihould have the Misfortune to fall into the Hands of 
fi Barbarians : All this made an Impreffion upon me which 
I could not overcome, and for feven or eight Days I could not 

^Tw^’^oraptrehenfive indeed that the Enemy attack 

us openly, becaufe I had fourteen Men well armed, and we I 
commanLd (a ) ; but we had every Thing to fear from Sur- 
crifes as the Savages ufe all Manner of Artifices to draw their 

Ci “to ,h. sLc. .k, hy i 

common is to counterfeit the Cry of fome Animal, ^ 

of a Bird, which they imitate fo perfedly, that every Day fom^ 
are brought into an Ambulh by it One 

at the Entrance of a Wood, we think we hear a Buffalo, a Deer, 
or a Duck, two or three Men run that Way in Hopes of get- 
ting fomething, and frequently they never return. 

M. JeSt. Aogt, wlio has fince very much diftinguiflicd himftlf asair.fttUe 
SUnsrdij comroanded my £fcori, 

p p 
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They reckon 70 Leagues from Pimiteouy to the MiJJtJJtppi: I havt* 
already faidthat it was 15 from the Rock to 
Pimeteouy ; the firft of thefe two Villages is in 
41 Degrees Lat. the Entrance of the River 
of the Illinois is in 40 Degrees ; fo that from 
the Rock this River runs Wed, inclining a little to the South, 
but it makes many Windings. From Time to Time we meet witji 
Iflands, feme of which are pretty Ivge : Its Banks are but low 
in many Places : In the Spring it overflows the greateft Part of 
the Meadows, which arc on the Right and Left, and which 
are afterwards covered with Grafs and Herbs, that grow very 
high. They fay it abounds with Fifh every where, but we had 
no Time to fifh, nor any Nets that were fit for its Depth. Our 
Bufinefs was fooner done by killing a Buffalo, or a Roe-Buck, 
and of thefe we had the Choice. 

The 6th we faw a great Number of Buffaloes eroding the 
River in a great Hurry, and we fcarce doubted but that they were 
hunted by one of the Parties of the Enemy, which they had 
fpoken of : This obliged us to fail all Night, to get out of fuch 
a dangerous Neighbourhood. The next Day before it was light 
we paffed the Saguimonty a great River that comes from the 
South : Five or fix Leagues lower we left on the fame Hand 
another fmaller, called the River of the Macopines : Thefe are 
great Roots, which eaten raw, are Poifon, but being roafied by a 
fraall Fire for five or fix Days or more, have no longer any hurt- 
ful Quality. Between thefe two Rivers, at an equal Difiance 
from^th we find a Marfh called Machouiftiy which is ex«;dly 
half-way from Pmitcouy to the MiJJiJJippi, 

Soon after we had paffed the River of the Macepinesj- we per*, 
ceived the Banks of the MiJJlJpppiy which are very high. We 
rowed however above twenty- four Hours longer, and often with 
our Sail up, before we entered it ; becaufe the River of the Il- 
linois changes its Courfe in this Place from the Wefi to the 
South and by Eaft. One might fay, that out of Refentment at 
being obliged to pay the Homage of its Waters to another Ri- 
ver, it fought to return back to its Spring. 

Its Entrance into the MiJJiJJippi is Eafi South Eaft. It was the 
Cotter loth, about half paft Two in the Morning, 

^ that w'e found ourfelves in this River, w'hich 

at that Time made fo much Noife in Fra^fcey leaving on the 
Right Hand a great Meadow, out of which there rifes a little 
River, in which there is a great deal of Copper, Nothing can 
be more charming than all this Side ; but it is not quite the fame* 
on the Left Hand. We fee there only very high Mountains 
iiiterfperfed with Rocks, between w'hich there grows fomc Ce- 
dars; 



T'Se Courfe of 
the Ri*ver of the 
Illinois. 
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^ftrs i but this is only n Skrcen that has little IDepthi and which 
hides feme very fine Meadows. ^ 

The loth, about Nine in the Morning, after we had gone five 
Leagues on the MiJJtJJippi, we arrived at the 
The Confluence of the Mifouri, which is North North 

^/^e Miffourita Weft, and South South Eaft. I believe this 
Mifliffippi. js the fineft Confluence in the World. The 
two Rivers arc much of the fame Breadth, each about half a 
League ; but the Mifouri is by far the moft rapid, and feems to 
enter the Mffppi like a Conqueror, through which_ it caries 
"its white Waters to the oppofite Shor®, without mixing them ; 
afterwards it gives its Colour to the Miffppi. which it never 
lofes again, but carries it quite down to the Sea. , 

The fame Day we went to lay in a Village of the Caojuias, 
and the Tamarouas : Thefe are two Nations of Illinois, which are 
united, and who do not together make a very numerous Village. It 
is fituated on a little River, which comes from the Eaft, and which 
has no Water but in the Spring Seafon ; fo that we were forced 
to walk a good half League to the Cabins. I was furpnfed that 
they had imofen fuch an inconvenient Situation, as they might 
have found a much better; but they told me that the Miffppl 
waihed the Foot of the Village when it was built, and that in 
three Years it had loft half a League of Ground, and that they 
were thinking of looking out for another Settlement. 

I paired the Night in the Houfe of the Miffian.arics, which 
are two Ecclefialtics of the Seminary of ^ebec, formerly my 
Difciples, but who might be now my Mailers. The oldeft of 
the two (a) was abfentj I found the youngeft (b) fuch as he 
had been reported to me, fevere to himfelf, full of Charity for 
others, and making Virtue amiable in his own Perfon. But he 
has fo little Healthy that I think he cannot long fupport the 
Way of Life, which they are obliged to lead in thefe Mif- 
fions. 

The eleventli, after having gone five Leagues, wSleft on our 
^ ^ Right the River of Maramtg, where fome 

Of the of Perfons are actually employed in feeking Sil- 
■ihe Riwr Mara> Mines. Perhaps yon will be pleafed. 
Madam, to know what Succefs there is to be 
expe£led from thefe Searches. _ This is what I have heard con- 
cerning them, from an intelligent Perfon, who has been here 
many Years. In 17^9 Sieur de lochon, lent by the IVeftern 
Company in the Capacity of a Founder, having dug in a Place 
that was (hewed him, took up a pretty large Quantity of the 
Mineral, a Pound of which, that took up four Dap to mel4 

(h) M. Li Mcrcier. 
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produced, as they (ay, two Drachms 'of SHver; But fome Perfons 
fufpea he put in the Silver. Some Months after he returned 
again, and without thinking any more of Silver, from two or 
three thoufand Weight of the Mineral he extrafted fourteen 
Pounds of very bad Lead, which coft him i^joo Livres : Bciug 
dilheartened with this bad Succefs, he returned to France. 

The Company, being perfuaded of the Certainty of the Signs 
which had been reported to them, thought the Unfkilfulncfs of 
the Founder was the only Caufe of this ill Succefs, and fent in 
his Stead a Spaniardy named Anthony y taken at the Siege of Pen* 
ficolay and who had been a Slave in the Gallies, but who boaft^ 
cd of having worked at a Mine in Mexico. He was allowed a 
coniidcrable Salary, but he fucceeded little better than theSieur 
de Loebon. He was not di (heartened however, and People were 
willing to believe he failed only through Want of Skill to build 
Furnaces. He gave up the Lead, an^ undertook to get Silver, 
he found Means to open the Rock, which was eight or ten Feet 
thick, and he blew up feveral Pieces cf it, which he put into 
melting Pots ; ’twas reported, that he got two or three Drachms 
of Silver* hut many Perfons (till doubt of it. 

During thefe Tranfaftions, there arrived a Company of the 
King^s Miners, the Chief wh ch was one Renaudierey who de- 
termining to begin with the Lead Mine, did nothing at all, be^ 
caufe neither he nor any of his Company underflood the Con- 
flmftion of Furnaces. ^ ’Twas very furprifing, to fee the Eafi- 
nefs of the Company in advancing large Sums, and the little 
Precaution they took to be aflured of the Capacity of thofc they 
employed. La Renaudiere and his Miners not being able to ac- 
complifh the making of Lead, a particular Company undertook 
the Mines of Maramsgy and the Sieur Renaudy one of the Di- 
redors, furveyed them very carefully. He found here in the 
Month of June laft a Bed of Lead at only the Depth of two 
Feet through the whole Length of a Mountain, which extends 
a great Way, and he is actually at Work upon it. He flatters 
himfelf alfo that there is Silver under the Lead; but every 
Body is not of his Opinion ; Time will difeover what there is 
in it. 



I arrived the next Day at the Kajkafquias at Nine in the 

Df/erhtion of ^ 

Kaikafquiai. “.““og Miffion, which has lately been di- 
^ ' vided into two, becaufe it was thought pro- 

per to form two Villages of Savages inflead of one. The moll 
populous is on the Side of the Miffiffippi t^Jt^o Jefuits (a) have 
Government of it in Spiritual Affairs. Half a League 
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lower is tlie Fort it Cbartra, about a Mn(^t Shot from the 
River M. Dugue it Botfirilland, a ConaJum Gentlemani com- 
mandl here for the Company, to which this Place belongs:;: and 
all the Space between thefe two Places begtns to be peopled with 
Frtnch Four Leagues farther, and a League from tiie River, 
there is a large Village of French, almolLall who 

• have a Jefuit for their Prkft (b). The lecond Village of 
nois is two Leagues diftant from it, and farther up m the Coun- 
try* A fourth Jefuit has the Care of it fcj.- -- - 

The French are here pretty much at their Eafe. A Fleming,. :a 
Servant of the Je/uiti, has taught them how to fow Wheat, audit 
thrives very well. They have fome Horned Cattle and Fowl*. 
The niinoh, on their Side, cultivate the Lands after their M^. 
ner, and are very laborious. They alfo breed Fowls, whicft 
they fell to the French, Their Wives are lufficiently dexterous ^ 
They fpin the Buffalo’s Wool, and make it as fine as that of the 
Ewltjh Sheep. Sometimes one would even take it for. Silk. 
T^y make Stuffs of it, which they dye black, yellow, and a 
dark red. They make Gowns of it, which they few with the 
Thread made of the Sinews of Roe-Bucks. Their Method of 
making this Thread is very eafy. When the Smew is well 
cleaned from the Flefh, they expofe it in the Sun two Days '. 
When it is dry, they beat it, and get out of it, without any. 
Trouble, a Thread as white and as fine as that of Malines, and 

much ftronger. t * 1 r- • y 

The French Village is bounded on the North by a F.ivcr ; tlic 
Banks of which arc fo high, that although the Waters forac* 
times rife twenty-five Feet, it feldom runs 04c of its Bed. AIJ 
this Country is open : It confifts of vaft Meadows, which extend 
for twenty-five Leagues, and which are feparated only by littk 
Groves, which are all of good Wood. There are efpccialjy 
fome white Mulberry-Trees ; but I was furprized that they fuU 
fer the Inhabitants to cut them down to build toeir Houfes ; 
and the rather, becaufe they do not want other Trees fit for that 
Ufe. 



Among the Fruit-Trees^ ^vhich are peculiar to this Countn'*, 
y, . cr- ^ the mod remarkable are thofc which boar the 



Fruit-Trees of 
Louifiana. 



Fruits called the Pcicanty the Aemine, and 
Piakimine. The Pacane a Nut of th« 
Length and Shape of a large Acorn. There are fome whicH 
have a very thin Shell, {bme have a harder and thicker one, and 
this is fo much taken from the Fruit : They are alfo fomething 
fmaller. They are all of a very fine and delicate Tafte, ^ ih^ 
Tree that bears them grows very high : Its Wood and ita 
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BmelljT and' the Shape of its Leaves, appeared to me to be ^nuoH 
like the Walnut-Tre.es of Europe, ' 

The Acimine is a Fruit of the Length of three or four Inches, 
diid an Inch Diameter : Its Pulp Is tender, fomething fweetiih, 
arid full of a Seed like that of the Water Melon. The Acimine 
Tfee does riot grow large^ nor very high. All thofe I have 
feen, are little more than Shrubs of a brittle Wood. Its Bark is 
thin : The Leaves are as long and large as thofe of the Chef- 
liut-Tree, but of a darker Green. 

The Piakimim^ is of the Shape, arid a little bigger than a 
Damfon : Its Skin is tender, its Subftance watery, its Colour 
fed ; and it has a very delicate Tade. It has Seeds which dif- 
fer in nothing from thofe of the Aciminey but in being fmaller. 
The Savages make a Palle of this Fruit, and form little Loaves 
bf it about an Inch thick, and of the Confidence of a dry’d Pear. 
The Tafte at firft Teems a little infipid, but one grows eaiily 
hs’d to it. They are very nourifhing, and a fovereign Remedy, 
ft is faid, agalnft a Loofenefs and the Bloody-Flux. The Pia- 
kimine Tree is a fine Tree, as high as our common Plumb- 
iVees : Its Leaves have five Points : Its Wood is tolerably 
hard, and its Bark very rough. 

Tlie Ofugesy a pretty numerous tvlatiott, fettled on the Side of 
Fdrious People ^ that bears their Name, and which 

*’j^hich are fettled th^MiJ/huriy about forty Leagues 

e// the MilioLri, Junaion with the MiJJlJJlppi, fend 

ttnd its En^virons. ^ twice a Year to fing the Calumet 

amongft the Kajkafquiasy and are actually 
there at pfefent. I have alfo juft now feen a Idijfourite Womans 
^ho told me that her Nation is the firft we meet with going up 
^ijfouri ^ from which ilie has the Name wc have given her, 
for Want of knowing her true Name. It is fituated 8o Leagues 
from^ the Confluence of that River with Mijjyjippi, 

Higher up we find the Can/ez ; then the OSIotatasy which 
fome call Maaotatas ; then ^ the Ajouezi, and then the Panisy a 
Very populous Nation, divided into feveral Canton^, which have 
Names very different from each other. This Woman has con- 
ffrmed to me what I had heard from the ^iouxy that the Uiffoun 
fifes out of fbmc naked Mountains, very high, behind which 
there is a great River, which probably rifes from them alfo, and ' 
Which runs to the Weft. This Tefti'mony carries fome Weight, 
becau/eof all the Savages which wc know, none travel farther 
than the MiJJhurites, 

All the People I have mentioned, inhabit the Weft Side of 
Htfcription of EJiffouriy except the Ajouez, which are on 

*he Miffiffmoi*^ Neighbours of the Siouxy and 

tberve the llli ^mong the Rivers which run 

nois. ^iffljfppiy above the River of the //- 

lifiGit, one ot the moit eonfiderable is the R.i- 

vet 
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ver of Bulls, which k twenty Leagues tiiilant from the River of 
the Illinois, and which comes from the Weft. They have difeo- 
vered in its Neighbourhood a ve^ fine Salt-Pit. They have 
alfo found feveral fuch on the Sides of the Marameg, about 
twenty Leagues from hence. About forty Leagues further, we 
leave the AJfeneJipi, or the Rinser of the Rock ; fo called, bccauie 
it is over-againft a Mountain which is in the Bed of the Mifif 
fppi, and where fome Travellers have affirmed there was Rock 
Chryftal. 

Twenty-five Leagues higher, we find the Riyer Oiiifconfmgj on 
the Right Hand, by which Mari^mte, and the Sieur Joliet, 

entered the MiJJtJJippi, when they firft difcovered it. T\i^ Ajouez, 
w'ho are in this Latitude, that is to fay, in about 43®. 3Q’. whQ 
travel much, and who go, we are allured, from^ twenty- five to 
thirty Leagues a Day, when they have not their Families with 
them, fay that fetting out from their Habitations, they come in 
three Days to a People called Omans ; who are of a fair Comr 
plexion, with light Hair, efpecially the Women. They add, 
that this Nation is continually at War with the Panjs, and other 
Savages further to the Weft ; and that they have heard them 
fpeak of a great Lake, very diftant from them, in the Environs 
of which there are People like the French, who have Buttons to 
their Clothes, who build Towns, who ufe Horfes for hunting 
the Buffaloes, which they coyer with Buffaloes Skins j but vyho 
have no Arms but Bows and Arrows, 

On the Left, about fixty Leagues above the River of Bullu 
we fee the Moingona come out of the Midft of an immenfo and 
magnificent Meadow, which is quite covered with Buffaloes and 
Other wild Creatures. At its Entrance into the ^HjJffppiy it ha$ 
little Water, and it is alfo but narrovy ; it has neverthelefs a 
Courfe, as they fay, of two hundred and fifty Leagues, winding 
from the North to the Weft. They add, that its. Source is in a 
Lake, and that k forms a fecond fifty Leagues from the firft, 
p'rom this fecond Lake it inclines to the Left, and enters the 
Blue Rinser ; thus named, becaufe of its. Bottom, which is an 
Earth of this Colour. It difeharges itfelf into the River St. 
Peter, In going up tjje Moingot^a, they find a great deal of Coal j 
and when they haye gone up it one hundred .and fifty Leagpes^ 
they perceive a great Cape, which makes the River wind ; the 
Water of which, in this Part, is red and ftinking. It is affured, 
that many Mineral .Stones have been gathered on this Cape, and 
that Antimony has been brought hither from thence, 

A League above the Mouth of tlie Moingona, there are two 
Falls in the Miffiffippi, which are pretty long, \yherc they arc 
oblicred to unload and tow the Pettiaugre : And above the ft.*- 
cond Fall, that is to fay, twenty-one Leagues from xPat Moingona, 

they 
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they find em both Side* the River Lead Mines, dtfcoveted for- 
merly by a famous Traveller of Canada, n^d Ntcolasjarrou 
and which bear his Name. Ten Leagues above he OMng, 
on the fame Side, be«ns a Meadow fixty 

by Mountains, whiA make a charming Prolpeft. T^ere u 
another Meadow on the Weft Side, but not fo long. Twenty 
Leagues higher than the Extremity of the firft, the River grow-* 
wider, and they have named the Place the Lake dr ion Sm 
(of good Bn< Jr). It is a League wide, and feven Leagues m 
Compafs, and it is alfo environed with Meadows. JV/co/« For- 
rot built a Fort on the Right. 

At comin<f out of the Lake, we meet with IIJU PtUe, (the 
laid Ittand) T fo called, becaufe there is not one Tree in it ; but 
it is i very fine Meadow. The French ot Canada have often 
made it theLntreof their Trade in thefe Weftern Parts; and 
many have wintered here, becaufe all the Country is very fit for 
Hunung. Three Leagues below L'ljle Pelee, ^e \eave c” the 
Right Hand the River of St. Croix, (the HolyCreft), which 
comes from the Environs of the Upper Lake. ‘hat 

Cooper has been found pretty near its Mouth. Some Leagues 
further, we leave on the I.cft Hand the River of Sr/-P«rrf, (St. 
Peter), the Sides of which are peopled with Swux, and die 
Mouth of which is not far from the ball of St. Anthony. The 
MiMippi is little known above this great Cafe^e. 

Ti return to the IlUnois.—U it is true which I have been zL 
fured of in many Places, and which the M/^»«<e Woman I men- 
tioned before confirmed to me, that they and the ^amit com 
from the Borders of a Sea very diftant to the Weft (a), it ap- 
pears that their firft Station, when they came down into this 
Country, was Moingona : At leaft it is certain that one 
their Tribes bears that Name. The others are known by die 
Names of the Peorias, the famareuas, the Catqutat, arid the A<j/- 
iafouias; But thefe Tribes are now much intermixed, a"® re- 
duced to be very inconfiderablc. There remains at prefent but 

very few of the Kajkaf<l'^i‘‘^ a"** two Villages ‘l‘at be^ 
tlieir Name, are almolt wholly compofed of TaM^cnat, and o 
Metchigatniat. a ftrange Nation, who came 
a little River, which we fliall meet with going down the AW 
and whom the Kajtefqtiias have adopted. 

■''^liis is. Madam, all that I can at preleiu inform you of, con- 
cerning Loufjlana. into which I am but newly con^e. But be- 
fore I finifti this Letter, I muft communicate to you fomc Ac- 

fo) A Woman of the Af-Ws. Prifoner of the 
Sr' pi at preft-nt Superior of the Miflions of A'.-a Ireme, that 
ried by tjU Sroux to a Village of her own Nauon.that was very near the 



Sea. 



Counts 



^^raditioni af ihe 
Siff oj the ^rfi Wo- 
a7id of the 
Deluge, 
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counts> which will'ferVe as a 5upplemem -tb what 1 have already 
i'aid of the Savages'ifi genet*ai; andwbidi J leamt on my Route 
from the River 5/. place.. 

You may have obfervedin ,the Fable Ci^ AtahcntJic driven from 
Heaven, feme Traj:es of the Story of the 
firll* Woman, banilhed. from the terrellrial 
Paradiic, in Punilhmept of her Difobedi- 
ence ; and the Tradition of the Deluge, as 
well as. of the Ark, in which faved 

himfelf with his Familv. - This Circy,m(lance does not hinder 
me from adhering to tlic Opinion of F, de Acofa^ who thinks 
that this Tradition does not relate to the univerfal Deluge, but 
a particular Deluge ‘m A7nenca. In Fa<ft, the Aigo7iquins,,'aLn6. 
almoft all the People who fpeak their Language, taking for 
granted the Creation of the hrft Man, fay that his Pofterity be- 
ing almoft all entirely deftroyed by a general Inundation, one 
named M:ffou^ others call h\m» Saketchaki who faw all the Earth 
deeply covered with Waters by the overflowing of a Lake, fent 
a Raven to the Bottom of this Abyfs, to fetch himfome Earth : 
That thiis Raven not having well executed his Commiflion, he 
fent a Mulk Rat on the fame Errand, who fucceeded better : 
That out of this little Earth, which the Animal brought him, he 
rbftored the World to its flrft State : That he fliot Arrows into 
the Trunks of the Trees which IHll appeared, and that thefe 
Arrows turned into Bmnehes : That he wTougiu many other 
Miracles ; and that, in Acknowledgment of the Service which 
the Mulk Rat had done him, he married a Female of that Spe- 
cies, by which he had Children j which re-peopled the World : 
That he communicated his Immortality to a certain Savage, and 
gave it him in a little Pacquet, with Orders not to open it, on 
the Penalty of lofing fuch a precious Gift. 

The Hurons and the Iroquois fay that Taronhiacuago?!, King 
of Heaven, gave his Wife a Kick, fo violent, that it threw her 
frbpi Heaven to the Earth : That this. Woman fell upon the 
Back of a Tortoife ; which' beating off the Waters of the De- 
luge with his Feet, he at laft difeovered the Earth, and car- 
ried th«‘Woman to the Foot of a Tree, where flie lay-in of 
^wiris ; and that the Elder killed the Youu^^er. 

■ « it is not furprizing that thefe People, vv'no are fo indifferent 

Their Notio s of who are very little 

* 1 . concerned about Things to come, Ihould 

theSta7:sandFIa- ^ Knowledge of the Heavens, and 

fliould make no Difference between the Pla- 
nets and fixed Stars ; unlefs it be that they divide tlie laft, as we 
do, into Conftdlations. They call the Pleuides^ the ale and 
Female Dancers. They give the Name of the Bear to die four 
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firfl of thofe we call the Great Bear ; the three others, which 
make its Tail, are, according to them, three Hunters, whopar- 
lue the Bear ; and the littJj^Star that accompanies the middle 
one, is the Kettle, which the fecond carries with him. The Sa- 
vages of Acadia call this Conftellation and the following, fimply 
the Great and the Little Bear : But may we not judge, that when 
they talked in this Manner to the Sieur Lcfcarbot, they only re- 
peated what they had heard from feveral of the French ? 

The greateft Part of the Savages call the Pole Star, the Star 

Ho^ they kno’w \ ‘^is that guides 

the North 'When Travels by Night, as the Sun 

the Siy i, cloudy. ^ Compafs in the Day. They 

have alio other Marks to diftinguifh the 
North. They pretend to have obferved that the Tops of the 
Trees always lean a little that Way, and that the inward Skin 
of their Bm*k is always thicker on that Side : But they do not 
trull fo entirely to thefe Obfervations, as not to take other Pre- 
cautions not to go wrong, and to find their Way back when they 
return. ^ 



As to what regards the Courfe of the Stars and Planets, the 
Caufes of the Celellial Phoenomenons, the Nature of Meteors, 
and fuch-like Things, they are in all thefe Refpedls, as in 
every Thing elfe that does not affed them fenfibly, in a moll 
profound Ignorance, and a perfed Indifference. If an Eclipfe 
happens, they imagine there is fome great Combat in the Heavens ; 
and they flioot many Arrows into the Air, to drive away the pre- 
tended Enemies of the Sun and Moon. The Hurons, when the 
Moon is eclipfed, fancy that fhe is fick ; and to recover her from 
^is Sicknefs, they make a great Noife, and accompany this 
Noife with many Ceremonies and Prayers ; and they never fail 
to fall upon the Dogs with Sticks and Stones, to fet them a 
yelping, becaufe they believe the Moon loves thefe Animals. 

Thefe Savages, and many others, could never be brought to 
believe that an Eclipfe is an indifferent Thing, and purely natu- 
ral. They exped Good or Evil from it, according to the Place 
of the Heavens where the Planet is darkened. Nothing fur- 
prized them more, than to fee how exadly the Mifllonaries fore- 
told thefe Pheenomenons ; and they concluded that they mull 
alfo forefee their Confequences. 

Thefe People are not better acquainted with the Nature of 
Thunder : Some take it for a Voice of a particular Species of 
Men, who fly in the Air. Others fay, the Noife comes from 
certain Birds, ^ that are unknow’n to them. According to the 
Ddonfagnaisy it is the Effort which a Genius makes to bring up a 
Snake which he hath fwallowed, and they found this Notion on 

^ obferving. 
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obferving, that when the Thunder falls upon a Tree, it leaves a 
Mark fomething like the Shape of a Snake. 

They all reckon the Months by the Moons; the greateft Num- 
cTL • M reckon but twelve in the Year, and fome 

Thetr^nneref ^j^^j-teen. The Inconveniencies, which may 
dividing Time, Diverfity, are not of any great 

Confequence among People, who have no Annals, and whofe 
Affairs do not depend on Annual Epochas. There is alfo among 
them a great Variety in the Names of the Seafons and ot the 
Moons, becaufc in all the different Nations, thefe are dif^ 
tinguifhed or marked out by their Hunting and Fifhing, their 
Sowing and Harveft, the firft Appearance and the Fall of the 
Leaves, the Paffage of certain Bealls and Birds, the Time when 
the Roe-Bucks fhed their Hair, and the Rutting Time of va- 
rious Animals ; and thefe Things vary much according to the 
different Cantons. 

^ There are fome Nations, where they reckon the Years by the 
twelve Signs, unlefs when theyfpeak of their Age, and on fome 
other Occafions, in Regard to which they ufe the Lunar Years. 
They have not among any of them any Diftinftion of Weeks, 
and the Days have no particular Names in any of their Lan- 
guages. They have four fixed Points in the Day, viz. the rifing 
and^ felting of the Sun, Noon and Midnight,^ and whatever 
Weather they happen to have, they are never miftaken in thefe. . 
For the reft, that aftronomical Exadnefs in adjufting the Lunar 
with the Solar Years, Baron laHontan does them the Honour of 
attributing to them, is a meer Invention of this Writer. 

They have no chronological Computation, and if they preferve 
the Epochas of certain remarkable Events, they do not compre- 
hend exadly the Time that is paft fince : They are fatisfied with 
remembering the Fads, and they have invented feveral Ways of 
preferving the Remembrance of them. For Inftance, the Hurons 
and the Iroquois have in their public Treafuries Belts of Proce- 
lain, in which are wrought Figures, that revive the Memory of 
Tranfadions. Others make ufe of Knots of a particular Form, 
and if in thefe Things their Imagination labours, yet it always' 
leads them to the Point propofed. Laftly, they all reckon from 
one to ten, the tens by ten to a hundred, the hundre^ by ten to 
a thoufand, and they go no farther in their Calculations. 

I am, &c. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 



Of the Colony of the Illinois. Journey to the Akansas. De/crip- 
iion of the Country,. 



M y laft Letter is gone for Canada^ from whence I am aflured 
that it will go fooner to France by Uljle Royal, And in- 
deed, if it (hould happen to mifcarry by the Way,, the Lofs would 
not be great. I begin this again at the Kajkafquias, but, accord- 
ing to all Appearances,! ihall not finifh it here. I have been 
here above a Month, and I am hallening my Depai ture as much 
as poffible. 

As I have as yet feen in Louijiana on]y this Poll, the firft of 



and the other renders it at prefent neceffary to the whole Province. 
The firft arifes from its Situation, which is near Canada, with 
which it will always have a Communication equally ufeful to the 
two Colonies. The fecond is, that it may be made the Oranary 
of Loiiijiana, which it can fupply with Plenty of Wheat, though 
it fhould be quite peopled down to the Sea. 

The Land is not on/y ft to bear Wheat, but has hitherto refu- 
fed nothing that is neceftary for the Food of Man. The Climate 
is very mild, in thirty-eight Degrees, thirty-nine Minutes North 
Latitude : It would be very eafy to encreafe Flocks here. They 
might alfo tame the wild Buftaloes, from which they would ob- 
tain a great Benefit in the Trade of their Wool and Hides, and 
for the Suftenance of the Inhabitants. 

The Air is good here, and if we fee fome Diftempers, we may 
attribute them only to Poverty and Diflblutenefs, and perhaps 
in fome fmall Degree to the Lands newly turned up ; but this 
laft Inconvenience will not continue always, and the Climate 
will not at all afFe£l thofe who hereafter fhall be born here. 
Laftly w^e are aftured of the Illinois, more than of any Nation of 
Savages in Canada, if we except the Abenaquis, They are almoft 
all ChriJHa?is, of a mild Difpofition, and at all Times very af- 
fectionate to the 



Madam, 



Kaskasquias, 8 . 




. pears certain to me, that it has two Advan- 
tages, one of which can never be difputed. 



I am 
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I am here, Madam, one hundred and fifty Leagues from the 
, , Place where I began this Letter : I am going 
Extreme Cola, finifti it here, and truft it with a Traveller, 

who reckons to be at New Orleans much fooner than I, becaufe 
he will flop no where, and I muft make fome Stay at the 
Natchex. I had depended on two Things on leaving the Illinois ; 
the firft, that as I was going down a very rapid River, and on 
which I was in no Danger of being ftopt by thofe Falls and 
Torrents fo frequent in the Rivers of Canada. I fliould not be 
long in my journey, though 1 had near four hundred Leagues to 
go, becaufe of the Windings which the River makes. The fe- 
cond was, that my Route being all the Way to the South,, it 
would be quite unneceffary to take any Precautions againft the 
Cold ; but I was miftaken in both. I found myfelf ^liged to 
fail fiill flower than I had done on the Lakes, which I was 
obliged to crofs, and I fuffer’d a Cold as piercing as any I had 
ever felt at ^ebec. 

It is true, that it was flill quite another Thing at the Kajkafqui- 
as. which I had left a few Days before; for the River, as I heard 
on my Route, was foon frozen in fuch a Manner that they went 
upon it in Carriages. It is notwithllanding a good half League 
wide at that Place, and more rapid than the Rhone. This is the 
more furprizing, as generally excepting fomc flight Frofls, caufed 
by the North and North Wefl Winds, the Winter in this Coun- 
try is fcarcely perceivable. Tlic River was not frozen where T 
was, but I was all Day in an open Pettiaugre, and by Cbnfe- 
quence expofed to all the Injuries of the Air, and as I had taken 
no Precaution againft the Cold which Idid not expedl, I found 
it very fevere 

If I could have made more Way, I fhould have found every 
- Day a fenfible Decreafe of the Cold ; but we 
e anner oj navigate the MijfflJfippi with Prudence. 

We do not readily hazard ourfelves upon it 
in Canoes cf Bark, becaufe the River al- 
ways bringing down a great Number of Trees, which fall from 
it’s Sides, or which are broughtintoit by the Rivers it receives • 
many of thefe Trees are ftopt in palling by a Point, or cn a 
Shoal ; fo that every Moment one is expofed to run upon a 
Branch or againft a Root hidden under the Water, and there 
needs no more to fpilt thefe brittle Carriages; efpecially when 
to fliun an Enemy’s Partv, or for any other Reafon, we proceed 
in the Night, or fet out before Day. 

Therefore one is obliged to ufe Pettiaugres inftead of Canoes 
of Bark, that is to faj. Trunks of Trees made hollow', which are 



navigating 

Miflfflippi 



(a) This lifted two Months, 



not 
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not fuhjccltothe fame Inconveniences, but which are very clum» 
*y, and are not managed as we pleafe. I am in one which is made 
of a WalnuNTree, i'o narrow that it will not bear a Sail : and 
k accuftomed, to the little Paddles, which they ufe 

•r , difficult to manage the Oars. Add to this 

if the Wind is a little frefh, the Water comes into thePettiauere* 
and this frequently happens at this Seafon of the Year. 

It was the tenth of l^oyembcr^ at Sun-fet, that I embarked on 
the little River of Kajkafquias ; I had but two 
Leagues to the MiJJiffippi^ neverthelefs I was 
obliged to encamp at about half Way, and the 
next Day I could make but fix Leagues on 
the River. The Leaves fall fooner in this 
Country than in France^ and new ones do not 
appear till the End of May ; and yet it very feldom fnows here 
and I have already obferved that the Winters here are generally 
very mild. What then can be the Reafon of this Backwardnefs ? 
l ean fee no other than the Thicknefs of fhe Forelb, which hinl 
ders the Earth from being fo foon warmed, to make the Sap 



^by the Leaves 
faUfo fooTiy and ap^ 
pear fo late on the 
Trees of Louiiia- 



na 



The 1 2th, after having gone two Leagues, I left Cape 5 /. Antho- 

Of the Reeds, ^ Hand. It is here that we begin 

to fee Canes or Reeds : They are much like 
j grow m many Places of Europe^ but they are higher 

and Itronger. Jt is faid that they are never feen but in a good 
Soil ; but the Lands where they grow muft be moik, and of Con- 
fequence fitter for Rice than Wheat. They do not take the Pains 
to pull them ap, wffien they would clear the Land where they 
grow ; and indeed it would not be very eafy to dq it, their knotty 
Roots being very long, ^nd joined together by a great Number of 
Filaments, which extend a great Way. Thefe Roots have natu- 
rally a pretty fine Polifh, and come near to thofe of the Bamboos 
of Japan', of which they make the fine Canes which the Di/tch 
fell by the Name of Rottangs, 

They content themfelves therefore when they would cultivate 
fFby Wheat has ^ covered with thefe Reeds, to cut them 
notjucceeded in ^own at the Foot ; and then leave them to 
Louifiana. dry, and afterwards burn them: The Affies 

^erve them for Manure, and the Fire opens 
the Pores of the Earth, which they ftir lightly, and then fow what 
^ey pleafe ; Rice, Maiz, Water Melons, in a Word all Sorts of 
Grain and Pulfe, except Wheat, which in thefe rich Soils fhoots 
into Straw and produces no Ears. This Defed might be remedied 
by throwing Sand on this Soil, and by lowing Maiz on it for 
fome Years/ 



As 
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As for the high Grounds, and others, which are not cxpofed to 
the Inundations of the River, they are very fit at prefent to 
bear Wheat, and if the Trials which they have made in feme 
Places have not fucceeded, becaufe the Grain grew fmutty, it 
was becaufe the Country not being open enough, the Air is too 
much confined to difperfe the Mills that breed the Smut. I'he 
Proof of this is, that among the Illinois^ where there are more 
Meadows than Woods, Wheat grows up and ripens as well 
as in France. 

The 13th, after a very hot Night, we went about three 
Leagues in Spite of a South Wind, which was continually blow- 
ing Tlronger and ftronger, and which became at laft fo violent, 
that it obliged us to Hop. A great Rain made it fall in the 
Evening, and about Midnight there arofe a North Well Wind, 
which began the extreme Cold I have mentioned. To corn- 
pleat our ill Luck, an Accident Hopt us all the next Day, tho’ 
it was not fafe for us to’ remain where we were. It is not long 
fince that the Cherokees killed forty Frenchmen here, at whofe 
Head was a Son of de RanieTcai^ Governor of and 

one of the Baron de LongueuiFs, the King’s Lieutenant for the 
fame Town. Befides thefe Savages, who are not yet reconciled 
to ns, the Ouiagamis^ the Siouxy and the Chicachasy kept us in 
great Uneafinefs, and I had with me only three Men. 

The 15th, the Wind changed to the North, and the Cold en- 
creafed. We went four Leagues to the 
South, then we found that the River turned 
four Leagues to the North. Immediately 
after this Reach, we palTed on the Left by the fine River Onahache 
(Wabache)y by which one may go quite up to the Iroquois, 
\yhen the Waters are high.. Its Entrance into the MiJJijpppi is 
little lefs than a Quarter of a League wide. There is no Place 
in Louifiana more fit, in my Opinion, for a Settlement than this, 
nor where it is of more Confequence to have one. All the 
Country that is watered by the Ouabache, and by the Ohio that 
runs into it, is very fruitful; It confifts of vaft Meadows, well 
watered, where the wild Buffaloes feed by Thoufands. Fur- 
thermore, the Communication with Canada is as eafy as by 
the River of the Illinois, and the Way much Ihorter. A Fort, 
with a good Garrifon, would keep the Savages in Awe, efpe- 
ciaily the Cherokees, who are at prefent the moil numerous Na- 
tion of this Continent. 

Six Leagues below the Mouth of the OuabacJ?e, we find on 

Iran Mrnpt ^ Coaff, on which 

they fay there are Iron Mines. We went a 
great Way this Day, which was the i6th ; but w'e faffered 

much 
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much by the Cold ; It flill encreafed the following Days, tho^ 
the Wind was changed to South South Wert. We were alfo 
obliged to break the Ice, tho’ it was indeed but thin, to get 
forward. The 19th, we went four Leagues, after which a South 
Wind ftopt us fliort, I never felt a North Eaft Wind (harper 
than this from the South. It is very probable, that is was Itill 
the North Eaft Wind that blew, but which the Land refle(fted 
fometimesone Way, and fometimes another, as we turned with 
the River. 

We meet on this Route with a Kind of wild Cats, called 
ifrur 4 ijrr 1 Pijouxy which are very much like our’s, but 
iVtldLaU.Hah ^ obferved fome that had fhorter 

Tails, and others that had much longer, and 
rope) bigger : They alfo look very wild, and they 

aftured me, that they are very carnivorous and good Hunters- 
The Forefts are full of Walnut-Trees, like thofeof Canada^ and 
their Roots have feveral Properties, which I have not heard re- 
marked of the others. They are very foft, and their Bark dyes 
a black Colour ; but their principal Ufe is for Phyfic. They 
flop the Flux of the Belly, and are an excellent Emetic. 

The twentieth it fnowed all Day, and we never ftirred : The 
Weather grew milder, but the next Night the South Weft Wind 
cleared the Sky, and the Cold began again with the greatert Se- 
verity. The next Morning fome Brandy, w'hich we had left 
all Night in the Pettiaugre was found thick like frozen Oil ; and 
fome Spanirti Wine which I had for the Mafs was frozen. The 
farther we went down it, the more we found that the River wind- 
ed; the Wind followed all thefe Turnings, and which Way fo- 
ever it came, theCold was ftill exceflive. They had never known 
any Thing like it in this Country in the Memory of Man. 

The fame Day we perceived on the right Side of the River 
Marks of the 'I 1 ’°^ up: We went near it, and we 
Ifr rri s ^ ^ Monument fet up by the Illi- 

warriors, Expedition they had lately made 

againft the Chicachas, There were two Figures of Men without 
Heads, and fome entire. The firft denoted the Dead, and the 
fecond the Prifoners. One of my Condudlors told me on this 
Occarton, that when there are any French among either, they fet 
their Arms a-kimbe, or their Hands upon their Hips, to diftin- 
guifh them from the Savages, whom they reprefen t with their 
Arms hanging down. This DiftiinSlion is not purely arbitrary; 
it proceeds from thefe People having obferved that the French 
often put themfdves in this Porture, which is not ufed among 
them. 
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Gardla/To de la P'ega Ipcaks of the Chicachat m his Hiftory of 
Uanaajio Ccnqueft of Florida, and places them 

Of the Chica- ijj^the fame Place where they are at ; 

(has, prefent. He reckons them among tlxe People 

offWawho fubmitted to 

Submiffion lafted no longer chan the J 

Neighbourhood; and it is certain ^ ^ ^hev are ftill tjie . 

Viftory dear which they gamed over them. Z«re numerous 

bravcll Soldiers of Louifiana. They were muc > _ . . y 

in the Time of Ferdinand de Soto than they are « 

the Riches, which this Hiftonan gives them, ^ 

ceive neither from where they could get them, 

up the Source from whence they derived ^ ^ 

neither more wealthy, nor lefs favage, than their Neighbou 

''V;°wl; o.. Alliance with . 1 ,. /ttW- which fee «. at W„ wi* 
the C&Vntint, and the f of Cnerf.n «»» »p \' ' f 
Settlement in Louifiana makes thern unea y * „ , a ^ J 

which we fet between their powerful Colonies of North 
and Mexico, and we muft expea they will ^eeine- 

Means to break it. The Spaniards, who are fo jea g 

us fortify ourfelvcsin this Country, are not yet fenhWe of the 
Importance of the Service we do them.^A few Days after I 
had paffed by the Place where we faw the Poft of the Kmots, the 
Chicachat had their Revenge on two Frenchmen, who followed me 
in a Pettiaugre. Thefe Savages lay in Ambu^ m the Reeds, by 
the Side of the River, and when, they faw tSet Frencamen over- 
againft them, they moved the Reeds, withour difcovering them- 
felves ; the Frenchmen thought that it was a Be^, or fome oAer 
Bead, and they approached, thinking to Ipll it ; out e - 
ment they prepared to land, the Chicachas fired upon them, an 
laid them dead in their Pettiaugre. I was very fortunate in not 
being feen by them, for my People would lofe no Opportunity 

of going after Game. , , c -r. 

The 23d, after a very cold Night, we had a very fine Day-; 
p. ' for though the Earth was covered with 

Rtver of the ^old was to be borne. The next 

Chicachas. before the Mouth of the 

River of the Chicachas, which is but narrow, but it comes 
a great Way. Its Mouth is North and South. They reckon 
from thence to the Kajkafquias eighty fix Leagues ; but -the 
Way would not be half fo much by Land. Noting would 
be more pleafant than this Navigation, if the Semon was mil- 
der : The Country is charming, and in the Forefts there are a 
Number of Trees always green ; the few Meadows we meet 
with, alfo preferve their Verdur^, and a confiderable Num^ber^ot 
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Iflands well wooded, fomc of which are pretty large, form very 
agreeable C^als, where the largcll Ships may pafs : For th(?v 
fay, that at above a hundred and fifty Leagues from the Sea, they 
nnd in this River even to fixty Fathom Water, 

As to what concerns the Forefts, which cover almoft all this 
The Forefts of Country, there are perhaps none in the 

Louifiana. World that are comparable to them, if we 

confider either the Bignefs and Height of 
the Trees, or the Variety, and the Ufes that may be made of 
them; for excepting Woods for dying, which require a warmer 
Sun, and which are found only between the Tropicks, we can- 
not fay that there is any Kind of Wood wanting here. There 
^e Woods of Cyprefs that extend eight or ten Leagues. All the 
Cyjprefs Trees here are of a Bignefs proportionable to their Height, 
which exceeds that of the higheft Trees in France, We begin to 
w acquainted in Europe with that Species of Ever-Green 
Laurel, which we call the Tulip Tree, from the Shape of its 
Flowers. It grows higher than our Horfe-Chefnut Trees, and 
iias a fi^r Leaf. The Copalme is ftill bigger and higher, and 
there dilhUs from it a Balfam, which perhaps is not much in- 
ferior to that of Peru. All the known Species of Walnuts are 
here very numerous, and alfo all the Woods that are fit for 
isuilding, and the Carpenters Ufe, that can be defired : But in 
uiing them, Care muft be taken not to fix upon thofe which grow 
on the Side of the River, nor where the Inundation of the River 
reaches, becaufe having their Roots continually in the Water, 
they will be too heavy, and will foon rot. 

^/r^ved Yefterday, December the ad, at the firfl 
-^banfeasy about ten in the Morning. 

^ Meadow, on the Weft Side of 
the MiJfJ/tppi, There are three others in the Space of eight 
Leagues, and each makes a Nation, or particular Tribe ; There 
19 alio one of the foun which unites two Tribes ; but they are 
all comprifed under the Name of Akanfas. They call the Sa- 
ft ^ ii^abit the Village from whence I write, Ouyapes. 

1 he Weftem Company have a Magazine here which expe^ls 
lome Merchandizes, and a Clerk, who fares but poorly in the 
heartily weary of living here. 

The River of the Akanfasy which they fay comes a great Way, 
Deferiptionoftbe MiJJtJJippi by two Channels, four 

lUver of the Akzxi- diftant from each other. The firft 

fas. Leagues from hence. This River 

. ^ , comes> as they fay, from the Country of cer- 

tain Savages, whom they Call the Black Pams, and I think they 
are the fame which are more commonly known by the Name of 
Fanis Ricaras. I havc with mc a Slave of this Nation. One 

goes 




T 



7 * ravels in North Americam 



307 



goes up the River of xht Akan/as Difficulty, bcc^ufe there 
are many Falls or Torrents in it, ^ and in many Places the 
Waters are often fo low, that there is a Neceffity to tow the 
Petiaugres. 

The Separation of its two Branches is made at feven Leagues 
^ above the fecond, and the fmalleft of its two 
Mouths, but only at two Leagues above 
of the Akanlas. receives a fine River that comes 

from the Country of the 0/agesy and which they call La Ri*uiere 
blanche (the White River). Two Leagues higher are the Tori- 
mas, and the Topingas, who make but one Village. Two 
Leagues higher are the Sothouis. The Kappas are a little farther. 
This Nation was very numerous in the Time of Ferdinand de 
Soto, and even when M. de la Sale finiflied the Difeoverv of the 
MiffiJJtppi. Over againfl their Vill^e, we fee the fad Ruins 
of Mr. Lavj's Grant, of which the Colnpany remains the Pfo- 
prietors. ^ 

It was here that the nine Thoufand Germans were to be fent, 

. , which were raifed in the Palatinate, and 

Mr. L.aw s never came here. There 

is not perhaps in all Louifiana a Country more 
fit, after that of the Illinois, to produce all Sorts of Grain, and 
to feed Cattle. But Mr, Lavo was ill ufed, as well as the greateft 
Part of the other Grantees. It is very probable, that in a long 
Time they will not again make the like Levies of Men ; they 
have Need of them in the Kingdom, and indeed it is pretty 
common among us to fquare our Meafures according to the Suc- 
cefs of fuch Enterprizes, inftead of obferving what their Mif- 
carriage was owing to, in order to corred what was before done 
amifs. 

I found the Village of the Ouyapes in the greateft Defolatioh. 

^ /. Not long fince, a Frenchman paffing this Way 

il Aka was attacked with the Small-Pox : The Dii- 

temper was communicated prefen tly to fome 
Savages, and foon after to the whole Village. The Burying^ 
Place appears like a Foreft of Poles and Pofts newly fet up, and 
on which there hangs all Manner of Things ; There is every 
Thing which the Savages ufc. 

I had fet up my Tent pretty near the Village, and all the 
Night I heard weeping ; the Men do this as well as the Wo- 
men : They repeated without ceafing Nihahani, as the Illinois 
do, and in the fame Tone. I alfo faw in the Evening a Wo- 
man, who wept over the Grave of her Son, and who poured 
upon it a great Quantity of Sagamitty. Another had made a Firp 
by a neighbouring Tomb, in all Appearence to warm the De^d* 
The Akan/as are reckoned to be the tallcft and beft (hap$d 
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all the Savages of this Continent, and they are called by Way 
of Diilin£Uon thje fine Men, It is thought, and perhaps for this 
Reafon, that they have the fame Origin as the Canfez, of the 
Miffouriy and the P out eouat amts of Canada, Biit my Pettiaugre is 
loaded, and I have only Time to clofe my Letter, after having 
a/Tured you, that 

/ amy &c. 



LETTER XXIX. 

Journey from the Ak M i ShZ to the Natchez. De/cription of the 
Country : Of the River of the Yasoits : Of the Manners, Cuf 
toms, and Religion of Natchez. 

Madam, Natchez, jDtv. 25. 

I Departed the 3d of December fomething late from the Village 
of the Ouyapes ; neverthelefs I went to encamp a little be- 
low the firft Mouth of the River of the Akanfas, which appear- 
ed to me to be at mod but five hundred Paces wide. The next 
Day I pafTed by the fecond, which is very narrow, and the 5th 
U*e pufhed on to La Point coupee ( the Point cut offf This was a 
pretty high Point, which advanced into the River on the Weft 
Side : The River has cut it off, and made it an Ifland, but the 
new Channel is not yet paftable, but in the Time of the Floods. 
They reckon from this Place to the principal Branch of the River 
of the Akatfas twenty- two Leagues, but it is not perhaps ten 
in aftrait Line, for the River winds much in the feventy Leagues 
we make to go from the Village of the Ouyapes to the River of 
the Y ifious or Tacheux, which I entered the 9th in the Afternoon. 
It has net fnowed here, as in the Country of the Illinois, and 
at the River OUyhache, but there has fallen a hoar Froft, which 
"has broke all the tender Trees, with which the low Points and 
the wet Lands are covered ; one would think that fome one had 
broken all their Branches with a Stick. 

The Entrance of the River of the Yafous is North Weft, and 
River of the Weft, and is about a hundred Perches 

Yafous. ^ Waters are reddilh, and they fay, 

they give the Bloody-Flux to thofe who drink 
them : And befides this, the Air is very unwholfome. I was 
obliged to go up it 3 Leases to get to the Fort, which I found 
all in Mourning for the I)eath 0? M. Bizart, who commanded 
here. Every where that I met with any Frenchmen in Lmifiana, 

I had 
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\ Kad heard very high Elogiums of this Officer, who was bom 
L ir. HisVher wfs a and a Major at 

At the Tafous they told me extraordinary Things of his Reh- 
iorhis Piety. Ld his Zeal, of which he was the Viftim. 
WBody regretted him as their Father, and every one a-' 
grees! that this Colony in lofing him has had an irreparable 

had chofen a bad Situation for his Fort, and he was 
preparing, when he died, to remove it a 
Of the Fort of ue higher in a very fine Meadow, where 

the Yafous. the Air is more healthy, and where there is 

a Village of Tafotu, mixed with and Ofogoulcu, which 

all together may have at moft two hundred Men fit to bear 
Arms.^ We live pretty well with them, but do not put too 
much Confidence in them, on Account of the Connedions 
which the Tafous iiave always had with the Etpijh. 

There are many Caimans in this River, and I faw two, which 
were at leaft from twelve to fifteen Feet long. 
Of the Caimans feldom but in the Night, and 

cr Crocodiles, Qj.y much refembles the Bellowing 

of Bulls, that it deceives one. Our French People nevcrthelefs 
bathe in it as freely as they would in the Seine, As I declared my 
Surprife at it, they replied that there was no Caufe to fear; that 
indeed when they were in the Water, they faw themfelves almoft 
always furrounded with Caimans, but they never came near 
them, that they Teemed only to watch to feize upon them at the 
Moment of their coming out of the River ; and that then ta 
drive them away, they ftirred the Water with a Stick, which 
they always had the Precaution to carry with them, and that this 
made thefe Animals run away far enough to give them 1 ime 

to get out of Danger. . r o. 

The Company has in this Poft a Magazine of Expectation, 

, ,, , ,, as at the Akanfas ; but the Fort and the Land 

A Crant badly to a Society compofed of M. le Blanc ^ 

Jhuated* Secretary of State, of M. le Comte de Belle- 

JTe, of M, le Marquis d'Asfeld, and M. le Blond, Brigadier En- 
gineer. The laft is in the Colony with the 1 itle of Direftor 
General of the Company. I can fee no Reafon why they cho e 
the River of the Tafous for the Place of their Grant. There 
was certainly Choice of better Lands, and a better Situation. It 
is true, that it is of Importance to fecure this River, the Source 
of which is not far from Carolina ; but a Fort with a ^od Gar- 
rifon to keep under the Tafous, who are Allies to the Chtcachas, 
would be fufficient for that Purpofe. It is not the Way to fettle 
a Colony on a folid Foundation, to be obliged always to be on 
their Guard againft the Savages who are Neighbours of the Eng- 

Ide- 
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I departed from the Ta/ous the loth ; and the 13 th, had it 
Gulf and ^ Savage, who had afked 

ry. Paflage of me to return home, I had 

been loft in a Gulf, which none of my Con- 
duftors knew, and which one does not difcover till one is fo 
far engaged in it, that it is impoflible to get out. It is on the 
Left Hand, at the Foot of a great Cape, where they affirm 
there IS a Quarry of very good Stone: This is what they are 
moft afraid of wanting in this Colony ; but in Recompence 
they may make as many Brick as they pleafe. ^ ' 

The 15th we arrived at the flatchez.. This Canton, the fineft, 

De/cription of ‘i*,® "> 0 ^ populous of 

the Country of the Lonifiana, is forty Leagues diftant from 
Natchez. j on the fame Hand. The 

Landing-Place is over-againll a pretty high 
Hill, and very fieep ; at the Foot of which runs a little Broo%, 
that can receive only Boats and Pettiaugres. From this firft Hill 
we afcend a fecond fmaller one, and not fo lleep, at the Top 
of which they have built a Kind of Redoubt, inclofed with a 
r ^ p ^ave given this Intren^ment the Name 



Several little Hills rife above this Hill, and when we have 
paired them, we fee on every Side great Meadows, divided by 
little Clumps of Trees, which have a very fine EfFe6l. The 
Trees moft common in thefe Woods are the Walnut and the 
Oak ; and all about the Lands are excellent. The late M. 
d’lher'vil/e, who was the firft that entered the Mijpjjippi by its 
Mouth, being come as high as the Natchez, found this Country 
j advantageoullv fituated, that he thought he 
could find no better Situation for the Metropolis of the new Co- 
lony. He traced out the Plan of it, and intended to call it Ro- 
Jalie, which was the Name of Madam, the Chancellor’s Lady of 
Pontchartrain. But this Projeft is not likely to be foon exe- 
cuted, though our Geographers have always roundly fet down 
in their Maps, the Town of Rofalie at the Natchez. 

It is certain that we muft begin by a Settlement nearer the 
Sea : But if Louifiana ever becomes a flourilhing Colony, as 
may very well happen, I am of Opinion that they cannot find a 
better Situation for the Capital than in this Place. It is npt 
fubjeft to the Inundation of the River, the Air is pure, and 
the Country very extenfive, the Soil is fit for every Thing, 
and ivell watered, it is not too far from the Sea, and nothi^ 
hinders Ships from coming hither. Laftly, it is near all the 
Haces where, ^cording as appears, there is any Defign to make 
Settlements. The Company have a Ware-houfe, W keep a 
Clerk here, who has not as yet much Employment. 



travels in North America. 

Among a great Number of particular Grants, which are al- 
ready in a Condition of producing fomething, there are two of 
the firft Magnitude ; that is to fay^ four Leagues fquare : One 

belongs to a Society of 5/. Malo^ who bought it of M. Hubert ^ 
governing CommiiTary, and Prefident of the Council of Lcui/t^ 
ana : The other belongs to the Company, who have fent hither 
fome Workmen from Clerac to make Tobacco here, Thefe two 
Grants are fo fituated, that they make an exaft Triangle with 
the Fort, and the Diftance of one Angle from the other is a 
League. Half Way between the two Grants, is the great Vil- 
lage of the Natchex, I have carefully vifited all there Places : 
And here follows an Account of what I found moft remarkable. 

The Grant of t\{tMaloins is well fituated ; it wants nothing to 
make an Improvement of the Land but Negroes, or hired Servants, 
Ilhould prefer the laft : When the Time of their Service is ex- 
pired, they become Inhabitants, and encreafe the Number of the 
King’s natural Subjects ; whereas the firft are always Strangers : 
And who can be aflured, that by continually encreafing in our 
Colonies, they will not one Day become formidable Enemies ! 
Can we depend upon Slaves, who are only attached to us by 
Fear, and for whom the very Land where they are born has not 
the dear Name of Mother Country ? 

The firft Night I lay in this Habitation, there was a great 
Alarm about Nine at Night. I enejuired the Caufe of it, and 
they told me that there was in the Neighbourhood a Beaft of an 
unknown Species, of a monftrous Size, and the Cry of which 
refembled no Animal that we knew. However, no Perfon af- 
firmed that he had feen it, and they only gueifed at its Size by 
its Strength. It had already carried off fome Sheep and Calves, 
and killed fome Cows. I faid to thofe who told me this Story, 
that a mad Wolf might have done all this ; and as to the Cry, 
People were miftaken every Day. I could bring no Body to be 
of my Opinion ; they would have it, that’ it was a monftrous 
Beaft : They had juft then heard it, and they ran out armed with 
the firft Thing they could find, but all to no Purpofe. 

The Grant of the Company is ftill more advantageoufly fitu- 

Succe/s of To- MaJoins. The fame 

iouo in ids Can- waters both, and afterwards difch^gcj 

itlelt into the MiJJtJJtppij two Leagues from 
the Grant of the Maloins, to which a mag- 
nificent Cyprefs Wood, of fix Leagues Extent, makes a Screen, 
that covers all the back Parts. Tobacco has fucceeded very well 
here, but the Workmen of Clerac are almoft all returned to 
f ranee. 
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De/criftion of 
the great Village 
and the Temple of 
the Natchez. 
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I faw in the Garden of the Sieur le Noir, chief Clerk, very 
fine Cotton on the Tree, and a l;ttle lower 

Cottony Indigo. begin to fee feme wild Indigo. They 

have not yet made a Trial of it ; but it is very likely that it 
will turn out as well as that they found in the liland of iS/. Do- 
minzoy which is as much efteemed there as that which is brought 
from other Places. And furthermore, Experience teaches us 
that the Soil which naturally produces Indigo, is very nt to 
bear any foreign Sort that one chufes to fow in it. 

T!"he great Village of the Natchez, is at prefent reduced to a 
^ very few Cabins, The Reafon which I 

heard for it is, that the Savages, from whom 
the Great Chief has a Right to take all they 
have, get as far from him as they can ; and 
therefore many Villages of this Nation have 
been formed at fome Diftance from this. The Tioux, their Al- 
lies and our’s, have alfo fettled a Village in their Neighbour- 

^^The Cabins of the great Village of the NatcheZy the only 
one I faw, are in the Shape of a fquare Pavillion, very low, 
and without Windows; the Top is rounded much hke an 
Oven • The greateft Part are covered with the Leaves and Stalks 
of Maiz ; fome are built of Clay mixed with cut Straw, which 
feemed to me to be tolerably ftrong, and which were covered 
within and without with very thin Mats. That of the Great 
Chief is very neatly plaiftered in the infide : It is alfo larger 
and higher than the reft, placed on a Spot fomething elevated, 
and ftands alone, no other Building adjoining to it on any Side. It 
fronts the North, with a large open Place before it, which is not 
of the moft regular Figure. All the Furniture I found in it was a 
narrow Couch of Boards, raifed about two or three heet from the 
Ground. Probably when the Great Chief wants to he down, 
he fpreads a Mat upon it, or fome Skin. 

There was not a Soul in the Village : All the People were 
gone to a neighbouring Village, where there was a Feaft, and 
all the Doors were open ; but there was nothing to fear from 
Thieves, for there was nothing to be feen any where but the bare 
Walls. Thefe Cabins have no Vent for the Smoke, nevmhe- 
lefs, all thofe which I entered, were white enough. The Tem- 
ple is very near the Great ChiePs Cabin, turned towards 
the Eaft, and at the End of the open Place. It is compofed of 
the fame Materials as thd Cabins, but its Shape is different ; it 
is a long Square, about forty Feet by twenty wide, with a com- 
mon Roof, in Shape like our’s. At the two Ends there is to Ap- 
pearance like two Weather-cocks of Wood, which reprefent very 
indifferently two Eagles. 
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The Door is in the midft of the Length of the Building,^ 
which has no other Opening : On each Side there are Benches of 
Stones. The Infide anfwers pcrfeftly this ruftick Outfide. 
Three Pieces of Wood, which touch at the Ends, and which 
are placed in a Triangle, or rather equally diftant front each 
other, take up almoll all the Midft of the Temple. Thefe 
Pieces are on Fire, and burn flowly. A Savage, whom they 
call the Keeper of the Temple, is obliged to tend the Fire, 
and prevent its going out. If it is cold, he may have his hire 
apart, but he is not allowed to warm himfelf at that which burns 
in Honour of the This Keeper was alfo at the Fealt, 

at leaft I favv him not ; and his Brands made fuch a Smoke that it 

blinded us. , 

As to Ornaments, I faw none, nor abfolutely any Thing tnar 
could make me know that I was in a Temple. I faw only three 
or four Chefts placed irregularly, in which there was joine 
dry Bones, and upon the Ground fome \yooden Heads, a 
better wrought than the two Eagles on the Roof. In fhort, if I 
had not found a Fire here, I fhould have thought that this Tem« 
pie had been a long Time abandoned, or that it had been plun- 
dered. Thofe Cones wrapped up in Skins, which fome Rela- 
tions fpeak of ; thofe Bodies of the Chiefs ranged in a ^^tcle 
in a round Temple, terminating in a Kind of Dome ; that Air 
jtar, I3c, I faw nothing of all this. If Things were thus in 
Times paft, they arc very much changed fince. 

Perhaps alfo, for we ought to condemn no Body, but when 
there is no Way to excufe them ; perhaps, I fay, that the Neigh- 
bourhood of the French made the Natchex fear that the Bodies of 
their Chiefs, and every Thing that was moft precious in their 
Temple, were in fome Danger, if they did not convey them t9 
another Place ; and that th6 little Attention they have at pre- 
fen t to guard this Temple, proceeds from its being deprived of 
what it contained moft facred in the Opinion of thefe People. 
It is true, notwithftanding, that againft the Wall, over-againft 
the Door, there was a Table, the Diinenfions of w'hich I did not 
take the Pains to meafuie, becaufe I did not fufped it to be an 
Altar. I have been affured fince, that it is three Feet high, five 
long^ and four wide. 

I have been further informed that they make a little Fire on It 
with the Bark of Oak, and that it never goes out ; which is 
falfe, for there was then no Fire on it, nor any Appearance of 
there ever having been any made. They fay alfo, that four old 
Men lay by Turns in the Temple, to keep in this Fire ^ that he 
who is on Duty, muft not go out for the eight Days of his 
Watch ; that they carefully take the burning Allies of the Pieces 
that burn in the midft of the Temple, to put upon the Altar ; 
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that twelve Men are kept to furnifli the Bark ; that there are Marmo- 
fcts of Wood, and a Figure of a Rattle-Snake likewife of Wood, 
which they fet upon the Altar, and to which they pay great 
Honours. That when the Chief dies, they bury him diredly ; 
thatwhenthey judge his Flefh is confumed, the Keeper of the 
Temple takes the Bones up, waflies them clean, wraps them in 
whatever they have moft valuable, and puts them in great Baf- 
kets made of Canes, which fhut very clofe ; that he covers thefe 
Bafkets with Skins of Roe-Bucks very neatly, and places them 
before the Altar, where they remain till the Death of the reigning 
Chief ; that then he enclofes thefe Bones in the Altar itfelf, to . 
make Room for the laft dead. 

I can fay nothing on this laft Article, only that I faw feme 
Bones in one or two Chefts, but they made not half a Human 
Body ; that they appeared to be very old, and that they were 
not on the Table wnich they fay is the Altar. As to the other 
Articles, i ft. As I was in the Temple only by Day, I know not 
what paftes in it at Night. 2d. There was no Keeper in the 
Temple when I vilited it. I very well faw, as I faid before, 
that there were fome Marmofets, or grotefque Figures ; but lob- 
ferved no Figure of a Serpent. 

As to what I have feen in fome Relations, that this Temple 
is hung with Tapeftry, and the Floor covered with Cane Mats ; 
that they put in it whatever they have that is handfomeft, and 
that they bring every Year hither the firft Fruits of their Harveft, 
we muft certainly abate a great deal of all this. I never faw 
any Thing more flovenly and dirty, nor more in Diforder. The 
Billets burnt upon the bare Ground ; and 1 faw no Mats on it, 
no more than on the Walls. M. le Noir, who was with me, 
only told me that every Day they put a new Billet on the Fire, 
and that at the Beginning of every ‘Moon they made a Provifion 
for the whole Month. But he knew this only by Report ; for 
it was the firft Time he had feen this Temple, as well as myfelf. 

As to what regards the Nation of the Natchez, in general, here 

Of h K ' follows what I could learn of it. We fee 
ru nothing in their outward Appearance that 

cj t e a c ez, diftinguilhes them from the other Savages of 
Canada and Louijtana, They feldom make War, not placing 
their Glory in deftroying Men. What diftinguifties them more 
particularly, is the Form of their Government, entirely defpo- 
tic ; a great Dependence, which extends even to a Kind of 
Slavery, in the Subjedls ; more Pride and Grandeur in the Chiefs, 
and their pacific Spirit, which, however, they have not en- 
tirely preferved for Ibme Years paft. 

The Hurens believe, as well as they, that their hereditary 
Chiefs are dcfccndcd from the Sun ; but there is not one that 
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would be his Servant, nor follow him into the other World for the 
Honour of ferving him there, as it often happens among the Nat- 

'^‘carcilaffo dt la Vega fpeaks of this Nation as of a powerful 
People, and about L Years ago they reckoned among them four 
thoufand Warriors. It appears that they were more numerous 
in the Time of M. dela Sak, and even when U.dlb^>vilk dif- 
covered the Mouth of the Miffiffippi. At F^fent thtNatchex 
cannot raife two thoufand fighting Men They attribute this 
Decreafe to fome contagious Difeales, which in thele laft Yearl 
have made a great Ravage among them. r c 

The Great Chief of the bears the Name of the Sun ; 

and it is always, as among the Hurons, the 
Of the Great Woman who is nearell related to 

Chief and the fucceeds him. They give this 

Woman-Chief, Woman the Title of Woman Chief ; and 
though in general Ihe does not meddle with the Government, 
they pay her great Honours. She has alfo, as well as the Gi^at 
Chief the Power of Life and Death. As foon as any one has 
had the Misfortune to difpieafe either of them, they order their 
Guards, whom they call Allouez, to kill him. Go andridtru 
“ of that Dozf fay they ; and they are imnaediatcly obeyed. 
Their Subjedls, and even the Chiefs of the Villages, never ap- 
proach them, but they falutethem threeTimes,fetting up a Cry, 
which is a Kind of Howling. They do the fame when they 
retire, and they retire walking backwards. When they meet 
them, they muft ftop, and range themfelves on both Sides 
of the Way, and make the fame Cries till they are gone 
pad. Their Subjeds are alfo obliged to carry them the belt of 
their Harveft, and of their Hunting and Filliing. Laltly, no 
Perfon, not even their nearell Relations, and thofe who are of 
noble Families, when they have the Honour to eat with them, 
have a Right to put their Hand to the fame Dilh, or to drink 

out of the fame VelTel. oi.- r 

Every Morning, as foon as the Sun appears, the Great Chic t 
comes to the Door of his Cabin, turns himfelf to the Eail, and 
howls three Times, bowing down to the Earth. Then they 
bring him a Calumet, which ferves only for this Purpofe, he 
fmokes, and blows the Smoke of his Tobacco towards the Sun ; 
then he does the fame Thing towards the other ^bree Parts of 
the World. He acknowledges do Superior but the Sun, from 
which he pretends to derive his Origin . He exercifes an unli- 
mited Power over his Subjects, can difpofe of their Goods and 
Lives, and for whatever Labours he rec^uires of them, they can- 
not demand any Recompence. 
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When this Great Chief, or the Woman Chief dies, all their 
Allouezy or Guards, are obliged to follow 
them into the other World : But they are 
not the only Perfons who have this Honour ; 
for fo it is reckoned among them* and is 

greatly fought after. -The Death of a 

colls the Lives of more than a hundred 
Perfons ; and I have been alTured that very few principal Per- 
fons Natchez die, without being efcorted to the Country of 

Souls by fome of their Relations, their Friends, or their Ser- 
vants. It appears by the various Relations which I have feen 
bf thefe horrible Ceremonies, that they differ greatly.— -I lhall 
here defcribe the Obfequies of a Woman-Chief, as I had^it from 
a Traveller, who \Vas a Witnefs of them^ and on whofe Sincerity 
I have good Reafon to depend; 

The Hulband of this Woman not being noble, that is to fay y 
bf the Family of the Great Chief, his eldeft Son llrangled himj 
according to Cullom ; Then they cleared the Cabin of all it 
contained, and they eredled in it a Kind of Triumphal Car, in 
which the Body of the deceafed Woman, and that of her Huf- 
band, were placed. A Moment after they ranged round thefe 
CarcalTes twelve little Children, which their Parents had 
llrangled by Order of the eldeft Daughter of the Wonsan- 
Chief, and who fucceeded to the Dignity of her Mother. This 
being done, they eredled in the public Place fourteen Scaffolds, 
adorned with Branches of Trees, and Cloths on which they had 
painted various Figures, Thefe Scaffolds were defigned for as 
many Perfons, who were to accompany the Woman-Chief into 
the other World. Their Relations were all round them, and 
efteemed as a great Honolir for their Families the Permilfion that 
they had obtained to facrifice themfelves in this Manner.^ They 
apply fometimes ten Years before-hand to obtain this Favour ; 
and the Perfons that have obtained it, mull themfelves make the 
Cord with which they are to be ftrangled. ^ ... 

They appear on their Scaffolds dreffed in their richeft Ha- 
bits, holding in their Right Hand a great Shell. Their neareft 
Relation is on their Right Hand, having under their Left Arm 
the Cord which is to ferve for the Execution, and in their Right 
Hand a fighting Club. From Time to Time their neareft Re- 
lation makes the Cry of Death ; and at this Cry the fourteen 
Vidims defcend from their Scaffolds, and go and dance all toge- 
ther in the Middle of the open Place that is before the Temple, 
and before the Cabin of the Woman-Chief. 

That Day and the following ones they fhew them great Re- 
fpedl : They have each five Servants, and their Faces are painted 
red. Bomeadd, that during the eightDays that precede their Death, 

they 
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they wear a red Ribbon round one of their Legs ; and that du- 
ring this Time, every Body ftrlves who fhall be the firft to 
them However that may be, on the Occafion I am fpeaking 
of the Fathers and Mothers who had ftrangled their Childreni 
took them up in their Hands and ranged theinfelves on both 
Sides the Cabin : The fourteen Perfons, who were alio 
to die, placed themfelves in the fame Manner, and were followed 
by the^Relations and Friends of the D^eafed, all in Mourn- 
ing ; that is to fay, their Hair cut off : They all made Air 
reLnd with fuch frightful Cries, that one would 
that all the Devils in Hell were come to howl in the Place. 
This was followed by the Dances of thofe who were to die, and 
bv the Songs of the Relations of the Woman-Chief. 

^At laft they began the Proceffion. The Fathers and Mothers, 
who carried the dead Children, appeared the firft, marching 
two and two, and came immediately before the Bier on whicJi 
was the Body of the Woman-Chief, which four Men carried on 
their Shoulders. All the others came after in the fame Order as 
the firft. At every ten Paces, the Fathers and Motners let ^eir 
Children fall upon the Ground : Thofe who carried the Bier, 
walked upon them, then turned quite round them ; fo that when 
the Proceffion arrived at the Temple, thefe little Bodies were all 

While they buried the Body of the Woman-Chief in the 
Temple, they undreffed the fourteen Perfons who were to die : 
They made them fit on the Ground before the Door, each having 
two Savages by him ; one of whom fat on his l^ees, and the 
other held his Arms behind. Then they put a Cord about his 
Neck, and covered his Head with a Roe-Buck s Skin = ^ hcv 
made him fwallow three Pills of Tobacco, and drink a Glafs of 
Water ; and the Relations of the Woman-Chief drew the two 
Ends of the Cord, finging, till he was ftrangled. After which, 
they threw all the Carcass into the fame Pit, which they covered 

with Earth. . a 

When the Great Chief dies, if his Nurfe is living, Ihe mud 

die alfo. The Fresut> not being able to hinder th^is Barbanty, 

have often obtained Leave to baptize the young Children tliat 
were to be ftrangled ; and who of Confequence did not accom- 
pany thofe, in whofe Honour they were facnficed, in their pre- 
tended Paradife. _ , - 

We know no Nation on this Continent, where the Female Bex 
are „,ore irregular, than in tins. They are 
^ Manners of the forced by the Great Chief and his Subal- 

terns to proftitute themfelves to all Comers j 



Natchez. 



And a Woman, for being common, is not the lefs efteenied. Al- 
though Polygamy is permitted, and the Number of Women 
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they may have is unlimited, commonly each has only one, but he 
may put her away when he pleafes ; a Licence which few but 
the Chiefs make Ufe of.-— The Women arc pretty well lhaped 
for Savages, and neat enough in their Drefs, and in every Thing 
they do. The Daughters of the Noble Families can marry 
none but obfcure Perfons ; but they have a Right to turn away 
their Hulbands when they pleafe, and to take another, provided 
there is no Relationfhip between them. 

If their Hulbands are unfaithful to them, they can order them 
to be knocked on the Head, but they are not fubjedl to the 
fame Law themfelves. They ^may alfo have as many Gallants 
as they think lit, and the Hulhandis not to take it amifs. This 
is a Privilege belonging to the Blood of the Great Chief. The 
Hulband of any one of thefe mull Hand in the Prefence of his 
Wife in a refpeftful Pollure ; he does not eat with her; he fa- 
lutes her in the fame Tone as her Domellicks. The only Pri- 
vilege which fuch a burthenfome Alliance procures him, is to be 
exempt from Labour, and to have Authority over tho'fe who 
fervehis Wife. 



The Natche%\i^\^ two War Chiefs, two Mailers of the Cere- 

Various Cujloms the Temple, two Officers to re- 

fUi> K uchi>7 gulate what is done m Treaties of Peace or 
* War, one that has the Infpedlion of Works, 
and four others who areemployedtoordereveryThinginthe pub- 
lic Fealls. It is the Great Chief who appoints Perfons to thefe 
Offices, and thofe who hold them are refpedled and obeyed as he 
would be himfelf.-— The Harved among the Natchez is in com- 
mon. The Great Chief fets the Day for it, and calls the Vil- 
lage together. Towards the End of July he appoints another 
Day for theBeginningof a Fcllival, which lads three Days, which 
are fpent in Sports and Fcading. 

Each private Perfon contributes fomethrng of his Hunting, 
^ Filliing, uod his other Provifions, which 
’P a' I confid in Maiz, Beans, and Melons. The 

' Great Chief and the Woman-Chief prelidc 

at the Feaft, fitting in a Cabin raifed above the Ground, and co- 
vered with Boughs : They are carried to it in a Litter, and the 
Great Chief holds in his Hand a Kind of Sceptre, adorned with 
Feathers of various Colours. All the Nobles are round him in a 
refpe^ful Podure. The lad Day the Great Chief makes a 
Speech to the AlTembly : He exhorts every Body to be exadl in 
the Performance of their Duties, efpecially to have a great Ve- 
neration for the Spirits which refide in the Temple, and to be 
careful in indruding their Children, If any one lias didin- 
guilhed himfelf by fome Adion of Note, he makes his Elogium. 
Twenty Years ago, the Temple was reduced to Alhes by Light- 
ning, 
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nine. Seven or eight Women threw their Children into the 
midft of the Flames to appeafe the Genii. The Great Chief 
immediately fent for thefe Heroines, gave them publicly great 
Praifes, and finifhed his Difeourfe by exhorting the other Wo- 
men to follow their great Example on a like Occafion. 

The Fathers of Families never fail to bring to the Temple 
r • tke firft Fruits of every Thing they gather ; 
The firfi F^its Prefents that 

offered in the Tern- are made to the Nation. They expofe 
them at the Door of the Temple, the Keeper 
of which, after having prefented them to the Spirits, carries 
them to the Great Chief, who diftributes them to whom he 
pleafes. The Seeds are in like Manner offered before the 
Temple with great Ceremony : But the Offerings which are made 
there of Bread and Flour every new Moon, are for the Ufe of 
the Keepers of the Temple. 

The Marriages of the Natchez, are very little different from 
, . 7i>f thofe of the Savages of Canada : The prin- 
Of their Mar- Difference we find in them confifts in that 

here the future Spoufe begins by making, to 
the Relations of the Woman, fuch Prefents as have been agreed 
upon ; and that the Wedding is followed by a great Feaft. The 
Reafon why there are few but the Chiefs who have feveral Wives, 
is, that as they can get their Fields cultivated by the People 
without any Charge, their Wives are no Burthen to them. The 
Chiefs marry with lefs Ceremony ftill than the others. It is 
enough for them to give Notice to the Relations of the Woman 
on whom they have call their Eyes, that they place her^ in the 
Number of their Wives. But they keep but one or two in their 
Cabins; the others remain with their Relations, where their 
Hufbands^ vifit them when they pleafe. No Jealoufy reigns in 
thefe Marriages : The Natchez lend one another their Wives 
without any Difficulty ; and ’tis probably from hence that 
proceeds the Readinefs with which they part with them to take 
others. 

When a War Chief wants to levy a Party of Soldiers, he 
^ , . o 7 plants, in a Place marked out for that Pur- 

Of levying Sol- Trees adorned with Feathers, Ar- 

rows, and Fighting-Clubs, all painted red, 
as well as the Trees, which are alfo pricked on that Side which 
is towards the Place whither they intend to carry the War, 
Thofe who would enlift, prefent themfelves to the Chief, well 
dreffed, their Faces fmeared with various Colours, and declare 
to him the Defire they have to learn the Art of War under his 
Orders; that they are difpofed to endure all the Fatigues of 
War, and ready to die, if needful, for their Country. 
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When the Chief has got the Number of Soldiers that the 
1 jy Expedition requires, which he intends to 

make, he caufes a Drink to be prepared at 
fans for War. Cabin, which is called the Medicine of 

War, This is a Vomit made with a Root boiled in Water : They 
give to each Man two Pots of it, which they muft drink all at 
once, and which they throw up agaiil almoft as foon as they 
have drank it, with moll violent Reachings. Afterv/ards they 
labour in making the necelTary Preparations ; and till the Day 
fettled for their departure, the Warriors meet every Evening and 
Morning in an open Place, where after much dancing, and 
telling ^eir great Feats of W’ar, every one fings his Song of 

Death. Thefe People are not lefs fuperllitious about their 

Dreams, than the Savages of Canada: There needs only a 
bad Omen to caufe them to return when they are on a March. 

The Warriors march with a great deal of Order, and take 
7 • njr 7 ereat Precautions to encamp, and to rally. 
OftheirMavch^ They often fend out Scouts, but they never 
es an ncamp- Centinels at Night: They put out all 
the Fires, they recommend themfelves to the 
Spirits, and they fleep in Security, after the Chief has exhort- 
ed every one not to fnore too loud, and to keep always their 
Arms near them in good Condition. Their Idols are expofed 
on a Pole leaning towards the Enemy, and all the Warriors, 
before they lay down, pafs one after another, with their 
Fighting-Clubs in their Hands, before thefe pretended Dei- 
ties : Then they turn towards the Enemy’s Country, and 

make great Threatnings, which the Wind often carries another 
Way. 

It does not appear that the exercife on their Prifoners, 

^ p during the March, the Cruelties which arc 

fioo rifoners, Canada. When thefe Wretches are 

arrived at the Great Village, they make them fing and dance 
feveral Days together before the Temple. After which, they 
are delivered to the Relations of thofe who have been killed du- 
ring the Campaign. They, on receiving them, burll into 
Tear^, then after having wiped their Eyes with the Scalps wjiich 
the Warriors have brought home, they join together to reward 
thofe who have made them the Prefent of their Captives, whofe 
Fate is always to be burnt. 

The Warriors change their Names as often as they perform 
^ , new Exploits : They receive them from the 
'Ijr y V ^ ^ antient War Chief, and thefe Names have 
a 7 rto)s. always fome Relation to the Adlion by which 

they have merited this Diftindion. Thofe who for the firll 
Time have made a Prifoncr, or taken oiF a Scalp, muft, for a 

Month, 
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„fok b”“ “ c 3 . .nd .h« He»i. of 

Sr;,l“lS S P«^^<» DOO.K for th.i. w.». of Co .„ 

^“SrClTers, or Doaors of the iVfz/c/.r*. pretty much refeni- 
rhe Jugglers, or^i^ treat their Patients 

0/ the Jugglei-s. J^fter the fame Manner. They are ^ ell 

p.y „h.o <ho p.o«»;;«-S » of 

Wo™£™n‘ooW. Wfqoo >han th.fo Dotoo, Thoy »0 
certain lazv old Fellows, who, to maintain their Families with- 

' If ic 

Ra^n the^require, they fill their Mouths with Water, and with 
a Reed, the End of which is^ierced 

Funnel, they blow into the Air, towards the Side where they 
nerceive foL Clouds, whilft holding their Chtchcoue in one 
Hand, and their Manitou in the other, thev Pj^/ “P°" 
and hdd the other up in the Air invitmg, % 
the Clouds to water the Fields of thofe who have fet them to 

"if’^die Bufinefs is to obtain fine Weather, they mount on the 

Roof of their Cabins, Signs to the Clouds to 

and if the Clouds pafs away, and 

fing round about keir Idols ; then they fwallow th« S^noke of 
ToLcco, and prefent their Calumets to the Sky. JU the Time 
thefe Operations laft, they obferve z ftria Fall, 
but dance and fing. If they obtain what they 1 ave ptomiied, 
they are well rewarded ; if they do not fuccee , V P , 
Death without Mercy. But they are not the fame “"de'- 
take to procure Rain and fine Weather : The Genius of one Per- 

fon cannot, as they fay, give both. . „(r thpir 

Mourning among thefe Savages confifts 

^ Hair, and in not painting their Faces, and 111 

0/ Mourmug. abfenting themfelves from public Affembhes ; 

But I know not how long it lafts. I ^ti^ v,'aveV-^ 

thev celebrate the grand Feftival of the Dead, which I have b. 
fore^ deferibed. It appears as i^f m this Nation, where e«ry 
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Body is in fomc Sort the Slave of thofe who command, all the 
Honours of the Dead are for thofe who do fo, efpecially for 
the Great Chief, and the Woman Chief. 

Treaties of Peace and Alliances are made with great Pomp, 
and the Great Chief on thefe Occafions al- 

j re tes, ways fupports his Dignity like a true So- 
vereign. As foon as he is informed of the Day of the Arrival 
of the AmbafTadors, he gives his Orders to the Mafters of the 
•Ceremonies, for the Preparations for their Reception, and names 
^hofe who arc by Turns to maintain thefe Envoys ; for it is at 
khe Coft of his Subjedls, that he defrays the Expences of the 
EmbafTage, The Day of the Entry of the AmbafTadors, every one 
has his Place afligned him accoraing to his Rank ; and when the 
Amba/Tadors are come within five hundred Paces of the Great 
Chief, they flop, and fing the Song of Peace. 

Commonly the Embaffy is compofcd of thirty Men and fix 
Women. Six of the beft Voices march at the Head of this 
Train and fing aloud, the reft follow, and the Chichicoue to 
regulate the Time. When the Great Chief makes Signs to the 
AmbafTadors to approach, they renew their March : Thofe who 
carry the Calumet, dance as they fing, and turn themfelves on 
every Side, with many Motions, and make a great many Gri- 
maces and Contorfions. They renew the fame Tricks round 
about the Great Chief when they are come near him ; then they 
rub him with their Calumet from Head to Foot, and afterwards 
go and rejoin their Company. 

Then they fill a Calumet witli Tobacco, and holding Fire in 

TT ^ one Hand, they advance all together towards 

the Great 

met lighted. They imoke with him, and 
blow towards the Sky the firft Whiff of their 
Tobacco, the fecond towards the Earth, and 
the third round about the Horizon. When they have done this, 
they prefent their Calumets to the Relations of the Great Chief, 
and the Subaltern Chiefs. Then they go an4 rub with their 
Hands the Stomach of the Great Chief, after which they rub 
themfelves all over the Body ; and laftly, they lay their Calu- 
mets on Forks over-againft the Great Chief, and the Orator 
of the EmbafTy begins his Speech, which lafts an Hour. 

When he has finifhed, they make Signs to the AmbafTadors, 
who till now were ftanding, to fit down on Benches placed for 
theih near the Great Chief, who anfwers their Difeourfe, and 
^eaks alfo a w'hole Hour. Then a Mafter of the Ceremonies 
lights a great Calumet of Peace, and makes the Ambafladors 
fmoke in it, who fwallow the firft Mouthful. Then the Great 
Chief enquires after their Health, and all thofe who are prefent 

at 
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at the Audience make them the fame Compliment ; then they 
conduft them to the Cabin that is appointed for them, and 
where they give him a great Feaft, The Evening of the fame 
Day the Great Chief makes them a Vifit ; but when they knov^ 
he is ready to dd them this Honour, they go to feek him, and 
carry him on their Shoulders to their Lodging, and make him 
fit on a great Skin. One of them places himfelf behind him, 
leans his Hands oh his Shoulders, and fhakes him a pretty 
long Time, whilft the reft, fitting round On the Earth, fing 
their great Actions in the Wars. 

Thefe Vifits are renewed every Morning and Evening ; but 
in the laft the Ceremonial varies. The AmbalTadofs fet up a 
Poft in the midft of their Cabin, and fit all round it: The 
Warriors who accompany the Great Chief, or as they call him, 
the Sun, drefted in their fineft Robes, dance, and one by one 
ftrike the Poft, and relate their braveft b'eats of Arms ; after 
which they make Prefents to the Ambaffadors. The next Day 
they are permitted for the firft Time to walk about the Vil. 
lage, and every Night they make them Entertainments, which 
confift only in Dances. When they are on their Departure, the 
Mafter of the Ceremonies fupplies them with all the Provift- 
ons they may want for their Journey, and this is always at 
the Expence of private Perfons. 

The greateft Part of the Nations of Louijiana had formerly 

Relhion of Fire as well as the Natchez, and in 

in Florida.*^ Temples there was a perpetual Fire. 

It feems alfo probable, that the "Maubiliens 
had over all the People of this Part of Florida, a Kind of Pri- 
macy of Religion ; for it was at their Fire they were obliged to 
kindle THAT, which by Negligence or Accident had been fuffer- 
ed to go out. But at prefent the Temple of the Natchez is the 
only one that fubfifts, and it is held in great Veneration among 
all the Savages which inhabit this vaft Continent, the Decreafc 
oi which Nation is as confiderable, and has been ftill more fud- 
den, than that of the Savages of Canada, without its being 
polTible to difeover the true Caufe of it. Whole Nations have 
entirely difappeared within forty Years at moft. Thofe which 
are ftill fubfiiting, are but the Shadow of what they were when 
M. de la Sale difeovered this Country. I take my Leave of you. 
Madam, for Reafons which I lhall have the Honour to explain 
*0 you foon. 

1 am, &c. 
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letter XXX. 

Journey from the Natchez to New Orleans. Defiription of 
the Country y and of federal Villages of the Savages, and of the 
Capital of Louisiana. 

Madam, New Orleans, January 10. 

X Am at length arrived in this famous City, which they have 
called la nou^elle Orleans. Thofe who have given it this 
Name, thought that Orleans was of the feminine Gender: But 
what fignifies that ? Cuftom has eftablifhed it, and that is above 
the Rules of Grammar. 

This City is the firft, which one of the greateft Rivers in the 
World has feen raifed on its Banks. If the eight Hundred fine 
Houfes, and the five Parilhes, which the News-Papers gave it 
fome two Years ago, are reduced at prefent to a hundred Bar- 
racks, placed in no very great Order ; to a great Store-Houfe, 
built of Wood ; to two or three Houfes, which would be no 
Ornament to a Village of and to the hsalt of a forry 
Store-Houfe, which they agreed to lend to the Lord of the 
Place, and which he had no fooner taken Pofieflion of, but they 
turned him out to dwell under a Tent ; what Pleafure, on the 
other Side, to fee infenfibly encreafing this future Capital of a 
line and vail Country, and to be able to fay, not with a Sigh, 
like the Hero of Firgil, fpcaking of his dear native Place con- 
fumed by the Flames, and the Fields where Troy Town had been 
(a)^ but full of a well grounded Hope, this wild and defart 
Place, which the Reeds and Trees do yet almoft wholly cover, will 
be one Day, and perhaps that Day is not far off, an opulent 
City, and the Metropolis of a great and rich Colony. 

You will afk me, Madam, on what I found this Hope ? I found 
it on tlie Situation of this City, at thirty-three Leagues from 
the Sea, and on the Side of a navigable River, that one may 
come up to this Place in twenty-four Hours : On the Fruitfulnefs 
of' the Soil ; on the Mildnefs and Goodnefs of its Climate, in 
30° North Latitude; on the Induftry of its Inhabitants ; on the 
Neighbourhood of Mexico^ to which we may go in fifteen Days 
by Sea; on that of Ha^annah, which is ftill nearer; and of 

(a) Et Campos, ubi Troja fuit. 
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the fineft Iflands of America, and of the Englijh Colonies. Need 
there any Thing more to render a City flourilhing ? Rome and 
Paris had not fuch confiderable Beginnings, were not built under 
fuch happy Aufpices, and their Founders did not find on the 
Siene and the Tyber the Advantages we have found on the Mijpf- 
fippi, in Comparifon of which, thofe two Rivers are but little 

•3/ooks ^But before I undertake to mention what there 

is here worthy your Curiofity, that I may proceed according 
to Order, I fhall take up my Journal again where I broke it 

'"Tftayed at the Natchesc much longer than I expe£ted, and it was 
the abandoned Condition in which I found 
Miffionaries of french, with Refpcft to fpiritual Aids, 
r/ir Natchez tjjgrg jiu after Chrijlmas. 

out Succefs. ^jjg j)g^ of Heaven hath not yet fallen on 

this fine Country, which above all others may boaft of its 
tion of the Fatnefs of the Earth. The late M. d'lherviUe had 
defiined a Jefuit (a) for this Purpole, who accompanied him in 
the fecond Voyage he made to Louijiana, with a Defign to efta- 
blilh Cbriftianity in a Nation, whole Converfion, he made no 
Doubt, would be followed by that of all the reft. But this Mil» 
fionary palling by the Village of the Bayagouias, thought he 
found there more favourable Difpolitions for Religion, and 
while he was thinking to fix his Abode aniongil them, he was 
called to France by fuperior Orders. 

After this, an Ecclefiaftic of Canada was fent to the 
Natchezy and remained there a pretty long Time, but he made 
no Profelytes, tho’ he had gained the good Graces of the Wo<- 
man Chief, who out of Relpedl to him, gave his Name to one 
of her Sons. This Miflionary having been obliged to make a 
to Maubiky was killed on the Way by Savages, who 
probably only wanted his Baggage, as it had happened before 
to another Prieft (c) on the Side of the Akanfas, Since that 
Time all Louijianay above the lllinoisy has remained without any 
Prieft, except the Tonicasy who have had for feveral Years an 
Ecclefiaftic (d)y whom they loved and efteemed, and whom they 
would have made their Chief, and who, notwithftanding, could 
never perfuade one of them to embrace Chriftianity. ^ 

But it is fomething prepofterous to think of taking Meafures 
, for the Converfion of Infidels, whilft the 

French de- Houfhold even of the Faith are almoft all 
frtved of fpmtual Pallors. I have already had the 

Honour of telling you, Madam, that the 

(a) Father Paul Du Ru. (b) M. de 5 . Cejmt. (c) M. Foucault, (d) VL 
Davion. 

Canton 
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Canton of the Natchez is the moft populous of the Colony ; nfe- 
Verthelefs, it is five Years fince any Frenchman has heard Mafs 
here, or even feen a Priefl. I foon faw that the Privation of 
the Sacraments had produced in the greateft Part df them that 
Indifference for the Exercifes of Religion, which is the com- 
iflon EffeCl of fuch Privation : Yet many Ihewed a great Defire to 
take Advantage Of my Prefence, for regulating the Affairs of 
theij* Confciences ; and I thought it was my Dufy t6 help 
them to this Comfort without much SolHcitation. 

The firft Propofal that they made to me was, that I would 
agree to marry, in the Prefence of the Church, fome Inhabi. 
tants, who by Virtue of a civil Contract, drawn up in the Pre- 
fence of the Commandant and the principal Clerk, lived toge- 
ther without any Scruple, alledging, as well as they who had 
authorised this Concubinage, the Neceflity of peopling the 
Country, and the Impoflibility of having a Pried. I reprefented 
fo them, that there was one at the Tafous^ and at Nen*j Orleans, 
and that the Matter was worth the Pains of taking the Journey i 
They replied, that the contrading Parties were not in a Con- 
dition to take long Journies, nor to be at the Expence of bring- 
ing a Pried hither. In fhort, the Evil was done^ and there 
remained nothing but to remedy it, which I did. Then I 
cnnfefled all who prefented themfelves, but the Number of thefe 
■^as not fo great as I had hoped. 

Nothing more detaining me at the Natchiz, I departed from 

Departure from 26th of pretty late, ac 

the Natchez. companied by M. de P auger, the King’s En- 
gineer, who was vifiting the Colony, to ex- 
amine the Places where it was fit to build Forts. We went four 
Leagues, and encamped at the Side of a little River, which 
♦re found on the Left. We re-embarked the next Day two 
Hours before it was light, with the Wind pretty high, and 
againfl us. The River in this Place ihakes a Circuit of four- 
teen Leagues ; and as we turned, the Wind turned with us, 
being beaten back by the Land, and by the Illands, which we found 
in great Numbers, fo that it was always in our Faces. Not- 
withltanding which, we went ten Leagues farther, and en- 
tered into another little River on the Left Hand. All Night we 
heard a great Noife, and I thought it was tht Effeft of the 
Wind, that was grown ftronger, but they alTured me that the 
River had been very quiet, and that the Noife which had waked 
me, was made by the Fifli, that dalhed about the Water with 
their Tails. 



Th* 
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The 28th, after having gone two Leagues, we arrived at the 
. River of the Tonicas^ which appeared to me 

De/cription of ^ Brook ; but at a MufkeN 

the ViUagt of the Diftance from its Mouth, it forms a 

Tonicas. pretty Lake. If the MiJJiJpppi conti- 

nues to throw itfelf as it does on the other Side, all this Place 
will become inacceflible. The River of the To^iicas lus its 
Source in the Country 6f the Tchaaas, and its Courfe is very 
much obftru£led with Falls. The Village is beyond the Lake, 
on a pretty high Ground ; yet they fay that the Air here is bad, 
which they attribute to the Quality of the Waters of the River ; 
but I (hould rather judge that it proceeds from the Stagnation of 
the Waters in the Lake.— This Village is built in a Circle, 
round a very large open Spa^e, without any Inclofure, and jncr 
derately peopled. 

The Cabin of the Chief is very much adorned on the Outfide 
r /• Cabin of a Savage. We fee on it 

, ^ fome Figures in Relievo, which are not fo ill 

the Tonicas. done as one expedls to find them. The Tn^ 
fide is dark, andlobferved nothing in it but fome Boxes, which 
they aflured me were full of Clothes and Money. The Chief 
received us very politely ; he was dreffed in the French Fafhion, 
and feemed to be not at all uneafy in that Habit. Of all the 
Savages of Canada, there is none fo much depended on by our 
Commandants as this Chief. He loves our Nation, and has no 
Caufe to repent of the Services he has rendered it. He trades 
with the French, whom he fupplies with Horfes and Fowls, and 
he underftands his Trade very well. He has learnt of us to 
hoard up Money, and he is reckoned very rich. He has a long 
Time left off the Drefs of a Savage, and he takes a Pride in 
appearing always well dreffed, according to our Mode. 

The other Cabins of the Village are partly fquare, as that 
cT’j r, ^ of the Chief, and partly round, like thofe of 
7 A" ^ 'Natchex,. The Place round which they 

this hation, ftand, is about a hundred Paces Diameter; 

and notwithftanding the Heat of the Weather was that Day fuf • 
focating, the young People were diverting themfelves at a Kind 
of Truck, much like our’s. 

There are two other Villages of this Nation at a little 
Diftance from this ; and this is all that remains of a People for- 
merly very numerous.— I faid before, that they had a Miffionary 
whom they greatly loved : I have learnt that they drove 

him aw^ay not lone fmee, becaufe he had burnt their Temple ; 
which nevertheless they have not rebuilt, nor lighted their Fire 
again ; a certain Proof of their little Attachment to their 
falfe Religion 1 They even foon recalled the Miffionary ; but 

they 
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they hea.rd a.11 he could fay to them with an Indifference, which 
he could never conquer, and he has forfaken them in his Turn, ^ 
From the Bottom of the Lake, or the Bay of the Tonicas, if 
^ /• • • /-we ufed Canoes of Bark, we might make a 

J Defcrtption of of two Leagues, which would fave 

the Red River. Mijfjfippi ; but this is not pradli- 

cable with Pettiaugres. Two Leagues lower than the River of 
the Tonkas, we leave on the Right Hand the Red River, or Ri$ 
Colorado-, at the Entrance of which, the famous Ferdinand de 
Soto, the Conqueror of Florida, ended his Days and his Exploits, 
or rather his Rambles. This River runs Eaft and Weft fome 
Time, then turns to the South. It is fcarcely navigable for Pet- 
tiaugres, and that for no more than forty Le^ 2 ^^^ ^ after which 
we meet with unpaffable Marfhes. ^ Its Mouth appeared to me to 
be about two hundred Fathom wide. Ten Leagues higher, it 
receives on the Right Hand the Black River, otherwife called 
the River of the Ouatchitas ; which comes from the North, and 
has Water only for feven Months in the Year. 

Neverthelefs, there are feveral Grants fituated here, which in 
... - all Appearance will not grow very rich. The 
Grants til fitu- j^otive of this Settlement is the Neighbour- 
hood of the Spaniards, which at all Times 
has been a fatal Enticement to this Colony. In Hopes of 
trading with them, they leave the beft Lands in the World un- 
cultivated. The Natchitoches are fettled on the Red River, and we 
have judged it convenient to build a Fort among them, to hinder 
the Spaniards from fettling nearer us. We encamped the twenty- 
ninth, a little below the Mouth of the Red River, in a very fine 



The 30 th, after having gone five Leagues, we paffeda fecond 
. Point cut off. The MiJJifippi, in this Place, 

The Point cut j^akes a great Winding. Some Canadians, 
by Dint of hollowing a little Brook, which 
was behind the Point, brought the Waters of the River into it , 
which fpreading themfelves impetuoufly in this new Channel, 
compleatlv cut off the Point, and hath faved Travellers fourteen 
Leagues of Way. The old Bed of the River is aftually dry , and 
has no Water in it but in the Seafon of the Floods ; an evident 
Proof that the Mijpffippi cafts itfelf here towards the Eaft ; and 
this deferves to be confidered with the greateft Attention, in 
making Settlements on either Side of the River. 1 he Depth of 
this new Channel has been lately founded, and they have let out 
a Line in it of thirty Fathom long, without finding any Bot- 

. luft 
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Juft below, 
The of 



and on the fame Hand, we faw the weak 
Beginnings of a Grant, which bears the 
Name of 6*/. Rej»e, and at the Head of which 
are Me0rs. de Coetlogon and KolU. It is fitvi- 
atedon a very fertile Sril, an»l there is nothing 
to fear from the overHowing of the River: 
But with Nothing, Nothing can be done, efnecially when they 
want Men for Labour, and Men want an Inclination for La- 



St. Reyne, and 
that of Madam 
de Mezicres. 



hour ; and this feemed to us to be the Condition of this Grant. 
We went a League further this Day, and came to the Grant 
of Madam de Mezicres y where the Rain flopped us all the next 
Day. Some Huts, covered with the Leaves of the hatta7iiei' 
and a great Tent of Cloth at prefent form all this Grant. They 
wait for Men and Goods from the Black River y where the Ma- 
gazines are, and which they are not willing to leave. I am 
afraid that by endeavouring to make two Settlements at once, 
both will fail. 

The Soil on which they have begun this, is very good ; but 
they mull build a Quarter of a League from the River, behind a 
Cyprefs Wood, which is a marfhy Ground, and of which they 
might make Advantage in lowing Rice and making Gardens. 
Two Leagues further in the WoocL there is a Lake two Leagues 
in Compafs, the Sides of which are covered with wild Fowl, and 
which perhaps may fupply them with Fifh, when they have de- 
ftroyed the Caimans, which fwarm in it. I have learnt in this 
Place fome Secrets ; which you (hall have, Madam, at the fame 
Rate they cofl me ; for I have no Time to make Trial of them. 

The Male Cyprefs bears in this Country a Pod ; which 
muft be gathered green, and then they find it a foveveign 
Balm for Cuts. That which is diftilled from the Copalmcy 
has, among other Virtues^ that of curing the Dropfy. The 
Root of thofe great Cotton-Trees I mentioned in another Place, 
and w'hich we find continually on all the Route which I have 
made from the Lake Qntarioy is a certain Remedy againft all 
Hurts of the Skin. You muft take the Infideof the Bark, boil 
it in Water, bathe the Wound with this Water, ajid then lay on 
the Aihes of the Bark itfelf. 



On New-lTeads-Day we went to fay Mafs three Leagues from 
Thp r r Madam de Mezieres, in a Grant very well 
M Diron^^^ ^ fituated, and which belongs to M. Dh*dn 
dArtaguettCy Infpedlor General of the I’roojps 
of Louifana (a). They Drought us here a monllrous Tortoile, 
and they allured us that the fe Animals were capable of breaking a 



(m) He died lately the King's Lieutenant at Cape Francdtfy in S/, D 
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large Iron Bar. If the Fad is true, for I fhould be willing to 
fee it before I believe it, the Saliva of thefe Animals mu'll 
be a very powerful DifTolvent. As for the Leg of a Man, 
I would not truft it in their Jaws. This is certain, that the 
Meat of that which I faw, was enough to fatisfy ten Perfons who 
had good Stomachs. We flaid all the Day in this Grant, which 
is not much forwarder than the reft, and which they call le Bdtcn 
rouge ^ (the red ^tick). 

The next Day we made eleven Leagues, and we encamped a 
r. r . . - little below the Bayagoulas, which we had 

D^cription of Right Hand, after having vifitcd 

the Bayagoulas. Ruins of the antient Village I men- 

tioned before. It was very populous about twenty Years fince. 
The Small-Pox has deftroyed a Part of its Inljabitants, the 
rell are gone away and difperfed : They have not fo much as 
even heard any News of them forfeveral Years, and ’tisaDoubt 
whether there is a fingle Family remaining. The Land they 
pofle/Ted is very rich. Meflrs. Paris have a Grant here, where 
they have planted in- Row's a great Number of white Mulberry- 
Trees, and they make very fine Silk here already. They alfo be- 
gin to cultivate here, with much Succefs, Indigo and Xobacco. 
If they laboured the fame in all other Places, the Proprietors of 
Grants woukl foon be indemnified for all their Expences. 

The 3d of January we arrived about Ten o’Clock in th« 

1 ^ if 4 c Morning at the little Village of the Oumas, 

An ccoun of -g j where there arc 

, {omc French A Quarter of a League 

/^^Chetunachas. higher up in the Country is the great Vil- 
lage. This Nation is very well affefted to us. The MiJJtJJippi 
begins to fork, or to divide into two Branches, two Leagues 
higher. It has hollowed itfelf on the Right, to which it always 
inclines, a Channel, which they call the Fork of the Chetimachasy 
or Sitimachas ; and which, before it carries its Waters to the 
Sea, forms a pretty large Lake. [Tbc Nation of the Chetimachasy 
is almoft entirely deftroyed ; the few that remain are Slaves in 
the Colony. 

We went that Day fix Leagues beyond the Oumasy and we 
pafled the Night on the fine Spot where they had fettled the 
Grant of M. /c Marquis D* Ancenis, at prefent Duke de Bethune ; 
which, by a Fire happening in the great Magazine, and by feve- 
ral other Accidents one after another, is reduced to nothing. 
The Colapijfas had here formed a little Village, which did not 
fubfift long. 

The 4th we arrived before Noon at the great Village of the 
CclapiJ/fis. It is the fineft Village of Louifianoy yet they reckon 
in it but two hundred Warriors, who have the Charadlerof being 

9 very 
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very brave. Their Cabins are in the Shape of a Pavilion, like 
thofe of the Sioux, and they feldom make any Fire in them. 
They have a double Roof; that in the Infide is made of the 
Leaves of the Lattanier, interwoven together, that ih the Out- 

fide is made of Mats. t l j 

The Cabin of the Chief is thirty-fix Feet Diameter : I had 
not before feen one fo large ; for that of the Great Chief of 
the Natehez is but thirty Feet, As foon as we appeared in Sight 
of this Village, they beat a Drum ; and we were fcarcely 
landed, before the Chief fcnt his Compliments to m^ I was 
furprifed, in advancing towards the Village, to fee the Drummer 
drefled in a long Gown, half white and half red, with white 
Sleeves on the red Side, and red Sleeves on the white. I en- 
quired into the Origin of this Cuftom, and they told me it was 
not antient ; that a Governor of Louifiana had made a Ff^fent 
of a Drum to thefe Savages, who have always been our faithful 
Allies, and that this Kind of Beadle’s Habit was their own In- 
vention.- The Women are better fliaped here than in Ca^ 

nada, and their Wayof drelTing themfelves is alfo fomething more 

becoming. , 

After Dinner, we went five Leagues further, and we Itopped 
^ at Cannes hrulees^ ( the burnt Reeds where the 
ir I Grant of M. Ic Comte D'Artagnan has an Ha- 

M. le Comte bitation on it, which is alfo to ferve him for a 
D’Artagnan. Store-Houfe, if it has not the Fate of almoft 
all the refi. This Houfe is on the Left ; and the firfl Obje^ 
that prefented itfelf to my Sight, was a great Crofs fet up on the 
Bank of the River, about which they aftnally fing Vefpers. 
This is the firft Place of the Colony, from the Illinois, where I 
found this Mark of our Religion. Two Moufquetaircs, M. 
D' Artiguicre, and de Benac (a), are the Dire(flors of this Grant ; 
and it was M. de Benac who had the Diredion of the Houfe of 
Cannes brulees, together with M. Cheojalier, Nephew to the Maftcr 
of the Mathematics to the King’s Pages. They have no Prieft, 
but it is not their Fault : They had one whom they were 
obliged to get rid of, becaufe he was a Drunkard and they 
judged rightly, that a bad Prieft is likely to do more Harm in a 
new Settlement, where he has no Superior that watches over his 
Condud, than his Services are worth. 

Between xlit CoLzpl^s and the Cannes brulees, we leave on the 



the 



R»eht Hand the Spot which was formerly 
D^cription of pQ^gfifed by the ; who, in the Time 

Taenlas. j^ade a great Figure in this 



(a) The laft is now Captain in the Troops of Uuxfuxna, 
U U 2 
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Country, but who have entirely difappcarcd for fome Years. 
This is the fined Place, and the bed Soil of Louijlana, M. de 
Meu/cy to whom it was granted, has done nothing here yet : Ne- 
verthelefs he keeps here a Director, who has neither Men nor 
Merchandize. 

The 5 th we flopped to dine at a Place which they call the 
T>efcrittion of which is but three Leagues 

the Chapitoulas. from Nevj OrleaiUy where we arrived 

^ * at Five in the Evening. The Chapitoulasy 

and fome neighbouring Habitations, are in very good Condition. 
The Soil is fruitful, and it is fallen into the Hands of People 
that are fkilful and laborious. They are the Sieur du Breuil and 
three Canadian Brothers, named Chau^ns, The lad hav 6 con- 
tributed nothing but their Indudry, which was perfefted by the 
NecelTity of labouring for a Subfidence. They have loft no 
Time, they have fpared no Pains, and their Example is a LefTon 
for thofe lazy People, whofe Poverty very unjullly difparages a 
Country which will render a hundred-fold of whatever is fovtned 
in it. 

1 amy See, 



LETTER XXXI. 

Journey from New Orleans to the Month of the Mississippi: 
De/cription of this Ri^'cr quite to the Sea, Refexions on the 
Grants, 

Toulouse Island, or La Balise (the '^voYy ^ttSea 
Mark) January 26. 

M A D A M, 

T he Environs of AVto Orleans have nothing very remarka- 
ble. I did not find this City fo well fituated as I had been 
told. Others are not of the fame Opinion. Thefe are the Rea- 
fons on which their Opinion is founded : I will afterwards ex- 
plain mine. The fird is, that about a League from hence, in- 
clining to the North Ead, they have found a little River, which 
they have called the Bayouc of St, John (a)y which at the End 
of two Leagues difeharges itfelf into the Lake Potitchartrainy 
which communicates with the Sea : By this Means, they fay, it 

( a) Bayouc in the Savage Language fignifics a Rivulet, 
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is cafy to keep up a certain Commerce between the Capital and 
la Maubiky Biloxiy and all the other Pofts which we poiTefs near 
the Sea. Thefecond is, that below' this City, the River make§ 
a great Turn, which they have called le Detour aux J?tgloisy (fhf 



appear 

in the firrf Place, thofe who have realoned in this Manner, Jiavi? 
fuppofed that the Entrance of the River could receive none but 
fmall Veflels ; therefore in this Cafe, what is there to be fcafed 
from a Surprife, if the Town is ever fo little fortified, as I 
fuppofe in my Turn it will be foon ? Will they come to attack 
it with Boats, or with VefTels which cannot carry Guns ? On the 
other Hand, in whatever Place the City is fituated, mull not 
the Mouth of the River be defended by good Batteries, and by n 
Fort, which will at leafl give Time to receive Intelligence, and 
to keep themfelves ready to receive the Enemy ? In the fecond 
Place, what Neceflity is there for this Communication, which 
cannot be carried on but by Boats, and with Pofts, which they 
cannot* fuccour if they were attacked ; and from which con« 
fequently they can receive but weak Succours, w'hich for the 
moft Part are good for nothing : I add, that when a Veflel 
muft go up the Englijh Reach, they muft change their Wind every 
Moment, which may detain them whole Weeks to make feven 
or eight Leagues. 

A little below A>xu Orleans, the Land begins to have but little 

Little Depth of ^itjfpjpppi, and this 

Country belo-i f « on dimimihing o^uite to the hea. It is a 

antient ; for if we dig ever fo little in it, we 
find Water; and the Number of Shoals and little Illands, 
which we have feen formed within twenty years paft in all the 
Mouths of the River, leave no Room to doubt that this Slip of 
Land was formed in the fame Manner. It appears certain, that 
when M. de la Sale came down the Mi£i£ippi quite to the 
Sea, the Mouth of this River was not the fame as it is at prer 
fent. 

The more we approach the Sea, the more what I fay appears 
evident: The Bar has fcarcc any Water in 
the greateft Part of thofe little Outlets, 
which the River has opened for itfelf, and 
which are fo much encreafed only by the 
Means of the Trees, which are brought dewn 
with the Current, one of w'hich being llopt by its Branches, or 
by its Roots, in a Place where there is little Depth, ftop$ a 
tuoufand others. I have feen Heaps of thefe aoo Leagues 

trom 



Changes that 
haroe happened in 
iJse Mouth of the 
River, 
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from hence, one of which alone would have filled all the 
^ is capable of removing them, 
the Mud which the River brings down ferves them for a Ce- 
ment, and covers them by Degrees ; every Inundation leaves a 
new Layer, and in ten Years at moil the Reeds and Shrubs be- 
gin to grow upon them. Thus have been formed the greateft Part-- 
ot the Points and Iflands, which make the River fo often change 
Its Courfe. * 

I have nothing to add to what I faid in the Beginning of the 

Departure from concerning the prefent State of 

New Orleans. Orleans,^ The trueft Idea that you can 

of it, is to reprefent to yourfelf two 
hundred Perfons that are fent to build a City, and who are en- 
c^ped on the Side of a great River, where they have thought 
of nothing but to Ihelter themfelves from the Injuries of the 
Air, whilft they wait for a Plan, and have built themfelves 
Heufes. M. de Pauger, whom I have Hill the Honour to ac- 
company, has juft now Ihewed me one of his drawing. It is 
very fine and very regular ; but it will not be fo eafy to exe- 
cute It, as it was to trace it on Paper. We fet out the zzA of 
Jaly for Biloxi, which is the Head-Quarters. Between Ne^ Or- 
leans and the Sea there are no Grants ; they would have too lit- 
tle Depth ; there are only fome fmall private Habitations, and 
fome Magazines for the great Grants. 

Behind one of thefe Habitations, which is on the Right, 

Of the Chaou- below the 'Englijh Reach, there 

achas. ^^^ce a Village of the Chaou- 

achas, the Ruins of which I vifited. I found 
nothing entire but the Cabin of the Chief, which was pretty 
much like the Houfe of one of our Peafaiits in France, only 
with this Difference, that it had no Windows. It was built of 
Branches of Frees, the Vacancies between which were filled 
up with the Leaves of Lattanier ; the Roof was of the fame 
Sirudlure. This Chief is very abfolute, as are all thofe of Flo- 
rida', he never hunts or fhoots but for his Diverfion, for his 
Subjeas are obliged to give him Part of their Game. His Vil- 
lage is at prefent on the other Side of the River, half a League 
lower, and the Savages have tranfported thither even to the 
Bones of their Dead. 

A little below their new Habitation the Coaft is much higher 
than any where hereabout, and it appears to me that they 
mould have placed the City there. It would be but twenty 
Leagues from the Sea, and with a South Wind, or a moderate 
South Eaft, a Ship would get up in fifteen Hours. The Night 
of the 23d we quitted the Boat which had brought us hither, 
and embarked in a Brigantine, in which we fell down with the > 

Stream 
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Stream all Night. The next Morning by Day-Break we had 
paired a new Circuit, which the River makes, and which they 
call the Reach of the Piakimines, 

We found ourfelves foon after in the midft of the Pafles of 
L P rr r MJftJfppi, where it requires the greateft 
^ Attention to work the Ship, that it may rot 
the Milullippi. drawn into fome one of them, from whence 

it wouM be impoffible to recover it. The greateft Part are only 
little Rivulets, and fome are even only Separated by Sand-Banks, 
which are alraoft level with the Water. It is the Bar of the 
Mijfijfppi which has fo greatly multiplied thefe PalTcs ; for it is 
eafy to conceive by the Manner in which I have faid there are 
formed every Day new Lands, how the River, endeavouring to 
efcape by where it finds the lead Relidance, makes itfelf a Paf- 
fage, fometimes one Way and fometimes another ; from whence 
it might happen, if Care was not taken, that none of thefe 
Pafiages woidd be pradlicable for VelTels. The Night of the 
24th we anenored beyond the Bar, over-againil la Bali/e. 

The contrary Wind keeping us dill here, we were willing to 

nr L in j niake fome Advantage of this Delay. Yeder- 
U/ the IJLand ^ ^ , 

^ ^ great Mafs in the Ifland, which 

^ they call 7 a Balife, on Account of a Sea- 

Mark which they have fet up for the Dire6licn of Ships. — 
I afterwards blefied it, we named it Tculoufe Ifandy and we 
fang the Te Deunu This Ifland is fcarce more than half a 
League in Compafs, taking in alfo another- Ifland which is fe- 
parated from it by a Gutter, where there is always Water, Oa 
the other Hand it is very low, excepting only one Place, where 
the Floods never come, and where there is Room enough to 
build a Fort and fome Magazines. They might unload Vefleli 
here, which could net eafily pafs the Bar with their whole 
Lading. 

M. de Pauger founded this Place with the Lead, and found 
o ; « . the Bottom pretty hard, and of Clay, tho* 

a prings. there come out of it five or fix little Springs 

but which yield little “Water; this Water leaves on the Sard 
a very fine Salt. When the River is lowed, that is to fay^ durirg 
the three hotted Months of the Year, the W'atcr is fait round 
this Ifland : In the Time of the Floods,' it is quite frefli, and 
the River preferv^es its Freflinefs a good League in the Sea. At 
all other Times it is a little faltifli beyond the Bar. Therefore 
it is entirely a Fable, which has been reported, that for twenty 
Leagues the MiJJijJippi does not mix its Waters with thofe of the 
Sea. 



'T7 



H3'’ 



yin Hijiorical Journal of 



M. F auger and 

Of the prmcipal 
Mouth of ihi Mif- 
fiffippi. 



1 pafTud the rell of the Day with the Pilot 
Kerlafw^ who commanded the Brigantine, in 
founding and difeovering the only Mouth of 
the River which is navigable ; and thefe are 
exadUy our Obfervations on the State in which 
we found it, for I do not anf»ver for the Changes which may 
happen in it. It runs North Weft and South Ball the Space of 
three hundred Fathom, in going up from the open Sea quite to 
the Ifland of Touloufe^ over-againft which there are three little 
lilands, which haVe yet nothing growing on them, though they 
arc pretty high. In all this Interval, its Breadth is two hun- 
dred and fifty Fathom, its Depth is eighteen Feet in the Mid- 
dle, the Bottom foft Oofe : But we muft navigate here with the 
Sounding- Line in Hand, when we are not ufeci to the Channel. 

From hence going upwards, we make ftill the North Weft for 
four hundred Fathom, at the End of which there is ftill fifteen 
Feet Water, the fame Bottom ; and it is to be obferved that 
every where the Anchorage is fafe, and that we are fheltered 
from all the Winds but the South and the South Eaft,' which 
fiiay, when they are violent, make the Ships drive with their 
Anchors, but without Danger, becaufe they would run on the 
Bar, which is a foft Oofe : Then we make the North Weft 
by North Eaft for five hundred Fathom. This is properly the 
Bar, twelve Feet Water, mean Depth ; we muft alfo work here 
with great Attention, for we meet with many Banks; This Bar 
is two hundred and fifty Fathom wide between low Lands that 
are covered with Reeds. 

In the Pafs of the £af, which is immediately above, we 
^ r „ ^ make full Weft for a League : It is two hun- 
t/t7er aj/es. Fathom wide, and from four to 

fifteen Feet in Depth. Then all at once we find no Bottom. In 
taking again the great Pafs at coming olF the Bar, we make 
again the North Weft the Space of three hundred Fathom, and 
we have always here 45 Feet Water. We leave on the Right 
the Pafs of Sauvcle, by which Boats may go to making 

the North : This Place took its Name from an Officer, whom 
M. lher<ville made Commandant in the Colony upon his Re- 
turn to France, 

Then we muft return to the Weft and by North W*eft for fifty 
Fathom, and in a Kind of Bay, which we leave on the Left ; at 
the End of this Space there are three Paftes, one to the South 
South Eaft, another to the South, and a third to the Weft 
South Weft. This Bay is notwithftanding only ten Fa/hom deep, 
and twenty wide; but thefe Paftes have little Water. Wc con- 
tinue to follow the fame Rhumb of the Wind, and at fifty 
thorn farther there is on the fame Hand a fecond Bay, which is 
twenty Fathom wide, and fifty deep. It contains two little Paftes, 

which 
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which Canoes of Bark would be troubled to get thro’, andtherefore 
they feldom reckon them among the Paffes. From hence we take, 
to tL Weft for the Space of five hundred Fathom, and we come 
ovcr-againft the Pafs « la Loutre (of tke Ouer). Jt is five hun- 
dred Fathom wide, but is paflable only for Pettiaugres. Then 
we turn to the South Weft for twenty Fathom ; we return to the 
Weft for three hundred, then to the Weft by North, the Space 
of one hundred; to the Weft North Weft as many, to the North 
Weft eight hundred; then we find on the Left the Pafs or .the 
South, which is two hundred and fifty Fathom wide, nine Fa- 
thom Water at its Entrance on the Side towards the River, and 
two Feet only where it goes out to the Sea. I wo hundred and. 
fifty Fathom farther is the Pafs of the South Weft, nearly the 
fame Breadth ; never lefs than feven or eight Feet Water.-— 
Hereabout the Country begins to be not fo marftiy, but it is 
overflowed during four Months of the Year. It is bounded bn 
the Left by a Succeftion of little Lakes, which are at the End of 
that of the Chetimachas ; and on the Right by the Iftands de la 
Chandektir (Candlemas) : It is thought that between thefe Iftands 
there is a Paftage for the largeft VefTels, and that it would be 
eafy to make a good Port here. Great Barks may go up from 
the Sea to the Lake of the Chethnachas^ and nothing hinders 
from going thither to cut down the fineft Oaks in tlie World, 
with w'hich all this Coaft is covered. 

I think it would be beft to ftop all the Paftes but the principal 
one, and nothing would be eafier ; to effedt 
means of open- guide the floating Trees 

ihc principal them, with w'hich the River is almoft 

always covered. From hence it would fol- 
low in the firft Place, that nothing would enter the River, not 
even Barks and Canoes, but by one Paftfage, which would de- 
fend the Colony from Surprifes ; in the fecond Place, that all 
the Force of -the Current of the River being united, its folc 
Mouth would deepen itlelf as Avell as the Bar. I found this 
Conjedlure on what happened at the two Points cut off, which 
I mentioned before. Then there would be nothing more to do 
than to preferve the Channel, and to hinder the floating Trees 
from caufing any Obftru6lion in it, which does not appear to me 
be very difficult. 

As to what concerns the Breadth of the River between the 
D 7 f y* ; Paftes, that is to fay, for the four Leagues 
Breadth of the Ifland i^oukufo to the Pafs of the 

Ri^^‘ heU'ween the Weft, it is never more than fifty Fa- 

thorn : But immediately above this Pafs, the 
infenfibly recovers its ufual Breadth, which is never 
lefs than a Mile, and feldom more than two Miles. Its Depth 
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alfo 3 ncrcafes from the Bar upwards, which is the Reverfe of 
ali other Rivers, which are commonly the deeper the nearer 
they come to the Sea. 

It would be here a proJ>er Place, Madam, to entertain you 
with the Caufes of the Failure of thofe numerous Grants, which 
have made fo much Noife in France^ and on which fo many Per- 
fbns had built fuch mighty Hopes ; but 1 had rather refer this 
to our firft Interview, and confine myfelf at prefent to communi- 
cate to you my Thoughts of the Method that Perfons 
Ihould purfue in fettling in this Country, if the bad Succefs of fo 
many Efforts, and of fuch large Sums advanced to no Purpofe, 
does not entirely difguil our Nation. 

It appears to me that the Habitations ought not to be placed 
ijrri TT on the Side of the River ; but I would have 

M'tere the Ha- removed higher up the Country, at lead 

biiations ought io ^ Quarter of a League, or even half a League. 
be placed. j ignorant that it is polTible to be 

freed from the Inconveniencies of the common Floods, by mak- 
ing good Ditches ; but I think it is a great Inconvenience to 
build upon a Soil, where if you dig ever fo little, you immedi- 
ately find Water ; and of Confequence one can have no Cellars. 
I am alfo of Opinion, thafthey would be great by Gainers leav- 
ing the Lands all open to the annual Inundation of the River. 

The Mud that fettles on them, wlien the Waters are gone off, 
renews' and enriches them : One might employ a Part of them in 
Padurage, the other might be fown with Rice, Pulfe, and in ge- 
neral uuth every Thing that requires rich and wet^ Lands. In 
Time we fhould fee on both Sides tht: MiJ/iJ^ppi nothing but Gar- 
dens, Orchards and Meadows, which would be fufficient to feed 
the People, and would fupply Matter for an ufeful Commerce with 
oiirlflands, arid the other neighbouring Colonies. In fhort, I 
think I could anfwer for it, having landed twice or thrice every 
Davas t came down the River, that aimed every where, at a 
little Diftance from the-SIdes, w'e may find high Grounds, where 
we migln build oh a folid Foundation, and where . Wheat 
would grow very well, when they have given Air to the Country 
by thinning the Woods. 

As to what concerns the Navigation of the River, it will 
. always be difficult when we are to go up it, 
pipcuky of na- |,^caufe of the Strength of the Current, 
the Rt- ^q^ich obliges us even in going down to 
be very cautious, often bears upon Points 
that rdn out, arid upon Shoals ; fo that ^ to navigate it fafely, 
we mud have Veflels that have both Sails and Oars. More- 
over, as we cannot go forward at Night when it is cloudy, 
theieVoyages will beahvays very tedious and expenfive, at lead 

till 
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From •whence 
proceeds the ^wrong 
Notion mihich they 
ha<ue in France of 
this Country. 



Fill the Borders of the River have Settlements near each other, 
on the whole Extent of the Country, that is between the Illinois 
and the Sea. 

Such, Madam, is this Country which they have fo much 
talked of in Ft:cince for fome Years, and of 
w'hich few People have a juft Idea. Wq have 
not been the firft Europeans to acknowledge 
the Goodnefs of it, and t<5 negled it. Fer- 
dinand de Soto run over it for three whole Years, 
and his Hiftorian (a) could not forgive 
him for not having made a folid Settlement here. Where could 
he go, fays he, to do better ?” 

Indeed I never heard Louijiana lightly fpbken of, but by three 
Sorts of People that have been in the Coun^try, and w'hofe Tef- 
timony is certainly to be rejeded. The firft are the Mariners, 
who from the Road of Ship IJland, or IJIe Dauphin^ could fee 
nothing but that Ifland quite covered with a barren Sand, and the 
ftill more fandy Coaft of Biloxi^ and who fuffered themfelves to 
be perfuaded that the Entrance of the MiJJiJJlppi was impaflable 
for Ships of a certain Bulk, or that it was neceftary to go fifty 
Leagues up this River to find a Place that was habitable. 
They would have beeii quite of another Opinion, if they could 
have miftrufted thofe who talked to them in this Manner,, and 
have difeovered the Motives which induced them fo to do. 

The 2 d Sort are poor Wretches, who being driven out of France 
for their Crimes, or bad Conduift, true or faljfe. Or who, whether 
to mun the Purfuitof their Creditors, have engaged themfelves 
and in the Grants. Both thefe looking upon 
ms Country as a Place of Banifliment, are difgufted at every 
I hing. They do not intereft themfelves in the Succefs of a Colo- 
ny, of which they are Members againft their Inclination, and they 
concern themfelves very little about the Advantages which it may 
T^^gfeateft Part of them are not even 



i^ble of perceiving thefe Advantages. 

The third Sort are thofe, who having feen nothing but Pover- 
ty in a Country on which exceflive Expences have been beftowed, 
attribute to it without Reflexion what we ought entirely to caft 
on the Incapacity, or on the Negligence, of ihofe who had the 
^areot fettling it. You alfo know very well the Reafons they 
nad, to publifh that Louijiana contained great Treafures, and that 
It brought us near the famous Mines of St. Barhiy and other ftiil 
ncher, from which they flattered themfelves they fhould eafilv 
drive away the PofTefTors ; and becaufe thefe idle Stories had 
gained Credit with fome filly People, inftead of imputing to 



(o) Garc:lajf$ dc la Vega\ Hiftory of the Conqueft of Flcrida. 
Xxa 



themfelves 
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themfelves the Error, in which they were engaged by their foo- 
lifh Credulity, they have difcharged their Spleen on the Coun- 
try, where they have found nothing of what had been promifed 
them. ^ 



LETTER XXXII. 



Defcription of the Biloxi .* Of the Cassine, or Apalachin^ : 
Of the Myrtle IVax : (yMA u Bi le : Of the fchaSias : Of the Bay 
of St. Bernard. Voyage from Biloxi to New Orleans hy 
the Lakeof Pontch artr ain. 

Madam, On Board the Adour, April 



26th, after having clofed my Letter, I embarked, and 

X we prepared to fail ; but after we had made one Tack to 
the South, the Wind coming againft us obliged us to return to 
. . / * p; our Anchorage, and to remain there the two 

rrtja a ^ following Days. The 29th we weighed Aii- 
chor early in the Morning, but the Wind 
was fo weak, and the Sea ran fo high, that in twenty-four 
Hours we made but fourteen Leagues, which was but half the 
Way we had to go. The 30th we had neither the Wind more 
favourable, nor the Sea more calm till towards four in the Af- 
tenioon, when a Shower of Rain cleared up the Weather, w'hich 
was very thick, and calmed the Sea : But after an Hour or two 
the Mift returned, and became fo thick, that not being able to fee 
how tofteerour VelTel, we came to an Anchor. The next Day 
as the Fog did not difperfe, M. dePauger and I went into the 
Boat, to gain the Road of Vlfe aux V mfeaux ( Ship If and) ; we 
vifited there fomc Ships of France^ and we got back to Biloxi 
about five in the Afternoon. 

All this Coail is extremely flat ; Merchant Ships cannot come 

T\ r nearer it than four Leagues, & the fmalleftBri- 

Defenpuon of the . ^^d even thefe are obliged 

P ^ of the further off when the Wind is North or 

North- Weft, or elfe they find themfelves on 
Ground ; as it happened the Night before I debarked. The 
Road is the whole Length of Ship If and, which extends a fmall 
League from Eaft to Weft, but has very little Breadth. To the 
Eaft of this Ifland is Dauphin If a?id, formerly called 
where there was a tolerable Port, which a Guft of Wind fhut up 
in two Hours, a little more than a Year ago, by filling the En- 
trance 
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trance of it with Sand. To the Weft of Ship one W- 

hind the other, the Illand des Chats or de Bienv^Ue,. the Ifland « 
Come and the Ifles de la Chandeleur, ^ ^ • -r * t j i • u 

What they call the Biloxi is the Coaft of the Land, winch 
is to the North of the Road. This is the Name 
Defcriptionofthe ^ Nation bf Savages which were lettled 
Biloxi. there formerly, but who are now retired to- 

wards the North Weft, on the Borders of a little River, called 
rhe Sw «/ PWt, becanfc they have found in xt a poor Sort of 
Pearls They could not have chofen a worfe Situation for the 
Serai Quarters of the Colony ; for it can neither receive any 
Sucours from the Ships, nor give the.-n any for “ 

mentioned. Befides this, the Road has two great Faults , the An- 
dioraae is not good, and it is full of Worms which damage all 
the Ships : The only Service it is of, is to Ihelter the Ships, froni 
a fudden Guftof Wind, when they come to difcover the Mouth of 
the MiffijJtpP' only }ow Lands, W would be dan- 

gerous to approach in bad Weather, without having firil dil- 

The Biloxi is not more valuable for its Land, than for its Sea. 

^ _ It is nothing but Sand, and there grows there 
Of the Cafline. j befide&Pines and Cedars. The CaJUne, o- 
therwife cz\\t<!iApalachine, alfo grows there every where in Plenty, 
It is a very fraall Shrub, the Leaves of which, infufed like thof^ 
of Tea, pafs for a good DilToIvent, and an excellent Sodonftc ; 
but its principal Quality is diuretic. The Spaa^svfs uic u 
in all Florida ; it is even their common Drink. ^ It b^gan^^ ho 
ufeci in Paris when I left it ; but we were then m a bad Timo 
for new Trials ; they dropt as fuddenly as they were taTcen w.. 
Neverthelefs, I know that feveral Perfons who have u.ed Jpala- 
chine, praife it greatly. . 

There arc two Kinds, which differ only m the Size of the 
Leaves. Thofeof the large Sort are above an Inch long, tne 
others are little'more than half that Length. In Siiape an,i Sub- 
ftance they are much like the Leaves of Box, except that they arc 
rounder at the Ends, and of a brighter Green. The Nameot 
Apalachine, which we have given to this Shrub, comes from t. « 
Apcdaches, a People of Florida, from whom the Spaniards learnt us 
Ufe, and this is their Manner of preparing it. _ , 

They fet on the Fire in an earthen Pot a certain Quantity of 
Leaves, and they let them parch in it till their Colour b^omes 
reddifh, then they pour boiling Water on them gentiy, till the 
Pot is full. This Water takes the Colour of the Leaves, and 
it froths when it is poured out like Beer. They drink it as hot as 
poffible, and the Savages would fooner go without eating, ttiaa 
mifs drinking it Night and Morning; they think they Ihould ^ 
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if they went without it, and it is faid the Spaniards have 
fame Notion. 

I-Jalf an Hour after they have taken it, it begins to pafs off*, 
an^ tliis I^ds an Hour. It is hard to conceive how a Drink, 
which pafles fo foon through the Body, can be fo nourifhing as 
they fay it is: It is eafier to comprehend that it may clcanfe 
way whatever hinders the Pailage of the Urine, and caufes 
Pifeafes of the Reins. When the Savages would purge them- 
felves^ they mix Sea Water with it, and this produces gleatEra' 
^uations ; but if the Dofe of Sea Water is. too ftrong, it may kill 
them ^ and this is not without Example. I have feen it taken in 
^fance without fo much ado in preparing it, and in the Man- 
ner one makes Tea, but only doubling the Quantity, and mak- 
Wg it boil near half an Quarter of an Hour; and I make no 
Poubt but that it has then a great EfFea., . 

They find here alfo a Kind of Myrtle with large Lcares,. 

Of th& IfUrtie ^ knew already was very common oh 

WaL , and of the CoU^ 

C)n: this Continent. Some give it the 
Name of but diey are mifiaken : Its Leaves have the 

Smell of Myrtle, and the E^iglijh always call it the Candle Myrtle. 

J his Sluub bears a little Grain, which being thrown into boil- 
ing atcr, fwims upon it, and becomes a green Wax, lefs fat 
^ndmere brittle than that of Bees, but as good to burn. Theon- 
ry Inconvenience they have found in it is, that it breaks too eafilv, 
but they might mix it with another Wax extremely liquid-, which 
they get^ in the Woods of the lilands of America ; which 
however is not necelTary, unlefs they want to make large Ta- 
per^. I haVe feen Candles made of it, which gave as good a 
laded as long as out’s. Our Mifiionaries of the 
Neighbourhood of Acadia mix Suet with it, which makes them 
aprto run, becaufe the Suet does not mix well with this Wax. 

The Sieur Alexandre, who is here in the Service of the Compar 
jy Ui the Quality of Surgeon and Botanid, mixes noticing- with 
xt,. and his Candles have not this Fault ; thejr Light is. fofr fiid 
yery clear, and the Smoke they make when they ai;e*Bloi,vn out, 
4^ a Smell of Myrtle very agreeable. He is In Hopes of finding 
Way to blanch them, and he Ihewed me a Mafs of it, which 
was above half blanched (a). He fays, that if they would aL 
^ovv him five or fix of thofe Slaves, who are lead fit for the corn- 
ea Labours; to gather the Grain in the Seafon ; he could make 
^axenough to load a Ship every Year. 

has not been foUowcd, as is faid, becaufe this Wax is confide- 
^5ere.d in blanching. 



At 
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At thirteen or fourteen Leagues from th^Biloxiy inclining toth« 
Eall, we find the River of the Maubile, which 
Of the Maubile. North to the South, & the Month 

of which is over^againft Dauphin lfia7id. It rife^ in the Country 
of the Chicachas, and its Courfe is about a hundred and thirty 
Lea<^ues. Its Bed is very narrow, and it winds much, which 
does^ not hinder its being very rapid. But there are fcarce any 
but the little Pettiaueres that can go up it when the Waters are 
low. We have on this River a Fort, which has been a long 
Time the principal Poll of the Colony ; yet the Lands are not 
good, but its Situation near the Spaniards made it convenient 
for trading with them, and this was all they fought for at that* 

Time. , i 

It is reported, that at fome Leagues beyond the fort, 
they have difeovered a Quarry ; if this is true, and the Quarry 
abounds with Stone, it may prevent the entire Defertion of thu 
Pod, which many Inhabitants begin to forfake, being un- 
willing to cultivate any longer a Soil which does not anfwer 
the Pains they take to improve it. Nev,erthelefs, I do not be- 
lieve that they will eafily refolve to evacuate the Fort of Mau^ 
bile, though it Ihould ferve only to keep in our Alliance the 
TchaBas, a numerous People, who make us a neceflary Barrier 
againft the Chicachas, and againlt the Savages bordering on 
Carolina- Garcilaffo de la Vega, in his Hillory of Florida, fpeaks 
of a Village called Maavilla, which no doubt gave its Name to 
the River, and to the Nation that was fettled on its Borders* 
'Fhefe Mau^vilians were then very powerful ; at prefent there are 
hardly any Traces left of them. 

They are at prefent engaged in feeking to the Well of 
Qr L D Cf the MiJ/ijJippi, a Place fit to make a Settle- 
E ^ ^ i ' ment, which may bring us nearer to ; 

l^ernard. tliink they have found it at a hun- 

dred Leagues from the Mouth of the River, in a Bay which 
hears theName fometimes of St- Magdalen, and fometimes of St. 
Louis, but oftener that of St- Bernard. It receives many Rivers, 
fome of which are pretty large, and it was there that M. de la 
Sale landed, when he mified the Mouth of the Mi^jJippi- A 
Brigantine has been fent lately thither to reconnoitre it, but they 
fotind there fome Savages, who appear little difpofed to re- 
ceive us, and whom they did not treat in fuch a Manner as 
to gain them to us. I alfo hear that the Spaniards have 
very lately prevented this Defign, by fettling there before 



us.- 



There is in Truth fomething more prefling, and better to be 
done, than this Enterprize. I know that Commerce is the Soul 
of Colonies, and that they are of no Cfe to fuch a Kingdom as 

our’a 
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our’s but for this End, and to hinder our Neighbours from grow- 
ing too powerful ; but if they do not begin by cultivating the 
Lands, Commerce, after having enriched fome private Perfons, 
will foon drop, and the Colony will not be eftablilhed. The 
Neighbourhood of the Spaniards may have its Ufe, but let us 
leave it to them to approach us as much as they will, we are 
not in a Condition, and we have no Need, to extend ourfelves 
farther. They arc peaceable enough in this Country, and they 
will never be llrong enough to give us any Uneahnefs. It is 
not even their Intereft to drive us out of this Country ; and if 
they do not comprehend it yet, they will without Doubt foon 
be fenfible that they cannot have a better Barrier againft the 
Englijh than Lotiijiana* 

'I'he Heat was already very troublefome at the Biloxi in the 

^ ^ Middle of March, and I judge that when the 

iri . ^ Sun has once heated the Sand on which we 

ihe Biloxi. walk here, the Heat muft be exceffive. They 

fay indeed that without the Breeze, which rifes pretty regularly 
every Day between nine and ten in the Morning, and continues 
till Sun-fet, it would be impoffible to live here. The Mouth of 
the MiJJiJJippi is in 29° Latitude, and the Coaftof the Biloxi is in 
thirty. We had here in the Month of February fome cold Wea- 
ther, when the Wind blew from the North and North Weil, 
but It did not laftlong ; and it was even followed by great 
Heats, with Thunder and Lightening, and Storms ; fo that in the 
Morning we were in Winter, and in the Afternoon in Summer, 
with fome fmall Intervals of Spring and Autumn between both. 
The Breeze comes generally from the Eall : When it comes 
from the. South, it is only a reflefled Wind, which is much lefs 
refrefhing; but it is iliil a Wind, and when it fails entirely 
there is no breathing. 

The 24th of March I departed from Biloxi, where I had been 
^ ftopt by a Jaundice, which held me above 

Departure from ^ Month, and I returned to Ne^ Orleams, 
the Biloxi. where I was to embark in a Pink belonging 

to the Company, named Adour. I made this Voyage in a 
Pettiaugre, and I never yet made one more difagreeable. Five 
Leao-ues from Biloxi, the Well Wind, which in three Hours 
brought me there, gave Place to a South Wind fo violent, that 
I was obliged to hop. I had fcarce 7 'ime to fet up my Tent, 
before we were overflowed with a Deluge of Rain, accompanied 
with Thunder. 

Two little VefTels that fet out with me, were willing to take 
Advantage of the Wind, which carried them a great Way in a 
few Hours, and I was very forry that I could not do the fame, 
but I foon heard that their Fate deferved rather Pity than 
9 Envy : 
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Envy : The firft was in continual Danger of being loll, and her 
PafTengers arrived at Orleans rather dead. than alive. The 
other was run a* ground about half Way, and five Perfons were 
drowned in a Meadow', of which the Storm had made a Lake. 
The Wind continued all Night with the fame Violence, and 
the Rain did not ceafe till the next Day at Noon. It began 
again at Night, and continued till Day, with Thunder. 

When we fail in Sight of this Coall, it appears^ very plea- 
- fant, but when we come nearer it is not the 

Ohjer^'^ion on Thing. It is all along a Sand, as at 

this Loajt. ^1^^ Biloxiy and we find on it only poor 

Woods. I obferved here a Kind of Sorrel, which has the lame 
Tafte as our’s, but the Leaves of which are narrower ; and which 
caufes, as they fay, the Bioody-Flux. There is alfp in thefe 
Parts a Kind of Afh, which they call Bois £ Amourette (Louvers 
IFoodJ, the Bark of which is full of Pricklcs^, and pafTes for 
a fovereign Remedy, and very fpeedy againft the Tooth- Ach. 

The 26th it rained all the Day, and tho’ the Sea was calm, 
we made little Way. We got a* little farther the 27th, but the 
following Night we went out of our Courfe above the Ifland of 
Pearls, The next Day vjq went and encamped at the Entrance 
of Lake Pont char train, having left a little before on the Right 
the River of Pearls, which has three Mouths. The Separation of 
thefe three Branches is at four Leagues from the Sea, and the 
Biloxies are a little above it. 

In the Afternoon we crofTed the Lake of Pontchartrain : This ^ 
r\c L 1 i r Traverfe is feven or eight Leagues, and at 
ft e pft of yyg entered the Bayouc of St, John. 

Pontchartrain. who firll navigated this Lake, found 

it, as they fay, fo full of Caimans, that they could fcarce give a 
Stroke of the Oar without hitting one. They are at prefent very 
fcarce in it, and wc only faw fome Traces of them at our en- 
camping; for thefe -Anirmals lay their Eggs on the Land.— Af- 
ter I had relied myfeif a little at coming out of the Lake, I 
purfuedmy Way by Land, and I arrived at AViv Orleans before 
Day. 

The Adour was gone from thence, but not far, and I came up 
1 ^ 1 with her the next Day, the firll of The 

Difficulty of the was at its Height, and of Confc- 

dorwn I 

the Kvver, Months before. Moreover, a 

Ship, efpecially a Pink, is not fo ealily worked as a Sloop ; and 
as our Sailors were not ufed to this Navigation, we h^d a great 
deal of Trouble to get out of the River. The Ship, 'riven 
fometimes to ope Shore, and fometlmes to the other, cfitn i< ngled 
its Yards and Tackling in the Trees, and they were obliged 

Y y LiOre 
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more than once to cut away fome of the Tackling, to free us 
from this Embarraffment. It was worfe ftill when we came to 
the Pafles, for the Currents always drew us into the neared with 
great Violence. We got even into one of the fmalleft, and I 
could never yet conceive how we could get out again. We 
came off however with the Lofs of an Anchor, which we left 
there: We had already loft one two Days before, fo that we had 
only two remaining. Such a bad Beginning, made us a little 
thoughtful, but the Youth and little Skill of thofe with whom 
they had trufted us, gave us ftill more Uneafinefs. 

The Jdour is a very pretty Veftel, of three hundred Tons 

cn c/ A 7/ Burthen. It failed from France with a very 
7 // ^ good Crew, under the Conduct of a Captain 

^ ’ who underftood his Bufinefs, and a Lieu- 

tenant who had a very good Charatler. The latter was left Tick 
at St, Domingo: The Captain, foon after his Arrival at the 
Biloxi, quarrelled with one of the Directors of the Company, 
who difplaced him. To fupply the Places of thefe two Officers, 
they have chofen a young Man of St, Malo, who came three 
Years ago to Louijiana, in the Station of Pilot’s Mate, or Ap- 
prentice, and who fince that Time got the Command of a 
Sloop in the Road of the Biloxi i to go fometimes to la Mauhile, 
and fometimes to "Nenjo Orleans, with Proviftons. He appears to 
have every Thing that is requiiite to become a fkilful Mariner; 
he loves his Bufinefs, and applies himfelf to it ; but we fhould 
be very willing to fee nothing of his little Experience, efpe- 
cially in a Navigation which is attended with great Diffi- 
culties. 

He has for his fecond, an Officer who came France in 
the Quality of Enfign ; he alfo is a young Man, very fit to 
be a Subaltern under Principals of Experience, who would leave 
nothing to him but the Care of executing their Orders. It 
would -be hard to find a. Seaman of more Courage in a Storm, 
which he has been ufed to from his Childhood, in the painful 
Fifheries of Ne^wfoundland*, and two or three Shipwrecks, from 
which he has happily efcaped, has given him a Confidence, 
which I fhall be much furprifed, if he does not come into a bad 
Plight by. 

Our firft Pilot appears a little more experienced than thefe 
two Officers, and they depend much on the Knowledge he has 
of the Channel of Bahama, which he has pafted once already. 
But this is but little to be acquainted with this Paflage the moft 
dangerous that there is in the American Seas, and where they 
reckon Shipwrecks by thoufands. Moreover, I am greatly ap- 
prehenfive that a certain felf-fufficient Air which I obferve in 
him, will produce fome fatal Efte<fl. He has two Subalterns, 
8 who 
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who are very good natured Fellows ; we have fifty Sailors of 
Bretagne, a little mutinous, but ftrong and vigorous ; almoft all 
have been at the Cod-Fifhery, and that is a good School. The 
Seamen appear to be Men of Judgment and Experience. 

In Spite of all thefe Hindrances which I have mentioned, we 
anchored on the Outfide the Bar the 2d at Night; we paffed it 
the 3d, and for Want of Wind we could go ho farther. Yef- 
terday we were again ftopt all the Day, and this Night we have 
had a Storm from the South, which made us give Thanks to 
the Lord that we were not at Sea fo near the Coaft. I hope. 
Madam, to write to you in a fhort Time from St, Domhigo, whi- 
ther our Pink is bound to take in a Cargo of Sugar, which lays 
there ready for us. I take the Advantage of a Sloop which is 
going up to Nenv Orleans, to fend this Letter to you by a Vefl'el 
that is bound diredly for France. 

1 am. See. 



LETTER XXXIII. 

Voyage to the Channel of Bahama. Shipnvreck of the Adour : 
Return to Lo u i s i a N a along the Coafi of Florida : J)efcriftion 
of that Coaft. 

Madam, Biloxi, June 

I Promifed to write to you immediately from St. Domingo. 

But behold after two Months I am here, as far off as 1 was 
then : The Recital of the fad Event that has brought me back 
to this Colony, and which has but too well juftified my Appre- 
henfions, with fome Obfervations on a Country which I did 
not expeft to fee, wall make the Subjeft of this Letter . I 

am not, however, fo much to be pitied as you may think. I 
am very well recovered of my Fatigues. 1 have gone through 
great Dangers, but have happily elcaped from them : The Evil 
that is paft is but a Dream, and often a pleafant one. 

It was but half an Hour at moft, after I had clofed my Let- 
rr/ Aj /• ter, when the Wind coming to the North 
The Adour fts prepared to fail. I thought that the 

Refpeft due to the facred Day of Eafter 
would have engaged the Captain to have wmited till the next 
Day, efpecially as it was paft Noon; but he had few Provifi- 
ons, and one Day’s Delay might have bad Confequences. Our 
^ Y y 2 Haftc 



34 ^ yin Hijfcrical journal of 

Hafte was attended with ftill worfe. We foon loft Sight of 
Land, and at the End of an Hour^s Sail, after having had the 
Pleafure of feeing the Waters of the River and thofe of the Sea 
mix together without being blended, we no longer perceived 
any Difference, finding only Salt Water. 

h mav be faid, perhaps, that we had quitted the right Chan- 
nel, and I allow that it may be true ; but that Struggle which 
we obferved fo near the Mouth, does not fiiew a River vit^ori- 
ous, that opens itfelf a free Paflage, and for twenty Leagues 
gives Laws to the Ocean. Befides, if this Fa 6 l was true, at 
leaft in the Time of the Inundation, in which Time we were, 
how came we to have fo much Trouble to find the Mouth of 
the River? The Difference alone of the Colour of the Waters 
would havedifeovered it to any the leaft attentive. 

In Regard to this Colour, I have faid that the af- 

r ter its Jundion with the Mi/Touri, took the 

, // Colour of the Waters of that River, which 

Miffl£n 7 = But would you believe it, Ma- 

• * dam, that of all the Waters, that we can take 

for a Ship’s Provifion, there arc none which keep fweet fo long 
as thefe ? Befides this, they are excellent to drink when they 
have been left to fettle in Jars, at the Bottom of which they 
leave a Kind of white Tartar, which, in all Likelihood, ferves 
equally to give them the Colour they have, to purify them, 
and to prefer ve them. 

The 1 2th at Noon, after having fuffered exceftive Heats for 
7^ /• . . ^ feveral Days, and more intolerable ftill in the 

I a Night than in the Day, we difeovered Cape 

<?/cuba vvhich is on the North Coaft of the Ifle 

’ of Cubat and very High. At Sun-fetwe were 

over-againft it, we then fleered to the Eaft, and failed in Sight 
of the Shore ; the next Morning, at Day-break, we v/ere over- 
againft the Ha VANN AH : This City is about eighteen Leagues 
from Cape and about half-way we difeov^r a very high 
Mountain, the Top of which is a Kind of Platform. They call 
it Xhe Table »f Marianne, 

Two Leagues beyond the Ha^jannah, there is a little Fort on 
the Coaft, which is called la Hougue^ from whence we begin to 
difeover the Pah: Jc Matance (the Bread of Matance), This is a 
Mountain, the Top of which refembles an Oven, or if you pleafe, 
a Loaf. It ferves to reconnoitre the Bay of Matance, which 
is fourteen Leagues Diftance from the Ha^annak, The Heat con- 
tinued incrcafing, and indeed we were on the Confines of the 
Torrid Zone : And withal, we had fcarce any Wind, and got 
forward only by Favour of the Current, which runs to the 
Eaft. 
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The> lAth, about fix in the Evening, we difcovered from the 
Top of the main Mail the Coaft of Florida. There is no pru- 
dent Mariner, who on difeovering this Coalt, if he has not at 
leaft fix or feven Hours Day-Light to run, does not tack about 
and keep off the Land till the next Day, there being no Coalt 
in the World where it is of more Importance to fee every 
Thing clearly, becaufe of the Diveifity of the Currents, which 
we mufi: never flatter ourfelves that we certainly know. We 
had an Inflance of no long Date in the Spanijh Galleons, wLich 
were loft here fome Years ago, for Want of the Precaution 
which I have juft mentioned. The Chevalier d\Here, Captain 
of a Ship, who accompanied them, did all in his Power to en- 
gage the General of the Flota to wait till Day-Light to enter 
into the Channel, but he could not fucceed with him, and he 
did not think proper to throw himi(clf away along with him. 
Our Captain, who had received good Inftru^ions on this Head, 
had relolved to make Ufe of them; but too great Readinefs 
to hearken to others had the fame Effed with Regard to him, 
as Prefumption had on the spanijh General. His lirft Pilot, 
who thought himfclf the meft Ikiliul Man in the World, and 
his Lieutenant, who knew not how to doubt of any 1 hing, 
were of Opinion to continue the Route, and he had not the 
Refolution to oppofe them. He propofed at leail to make the 
^North Eaft, and the Cqnfequences proved, that if his Opinion 
had prevailed, we had efcaped Shipwreck. But be could pre- 
vail only for making the North North Eaft, the Pilot pefltive- 
ly affirming that the Currents bore violently to the Eaft. He 
faid the Truth, but it is only when we are near thg Land on 
that Side, as they bear to the Weft on the other Side, on 
which we then were. 

At feven ©’Clock the Land appeared ftill at a confidcrablc 
^ Diftance, and they could not fee it but from 
bhtp^-wreck of Round^Top ; but half an Hour after, the 

the Adour. . Weather growing cloudy, a Sailor obferved 
by the Help of fome Flafhes of Lightening, that the Water had 
changed Colour. He gave Notice of it, but his Information 
was received with Laughter, they told him it was the Lighten- 
ing that had made the Water appear white. He ftill mainta>n- 
ed his Opinion, many of his Companions were foon brought to 
agree with him : The Officers would have made a Jeft of it 
ftill, but they cried fo loud, and were fo many in the fame 
Opinion, that the Captain ordered the Lead to be thrown out. 
They found but fix Fathom Water ; the only fare Step they 
could have taken was to eaft Anchor that Moment, but there was 
no Anchor ready. They thought to tack about, and perhaps it 
had been Time enough, if they had uied Difpatch ; but they 

amufed 
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amufed themfelves with founding again, and they found only 
five Fathom Water. Prefen tly after they founded again and 
found only three. Reprefent to yourfelf, Madam, a Parcel of 
Children, who feeing themfelves drawn towards the Brink of a 
Precipice, are only attentive to know the Depth of it, without 
taking any Meafures to avoid it. 

Now there arofe a confufed Noife, every Man cried out as 
loud as he could bawl, the Officers could ,not make themfelves 
heard, and two^ or three Minutes after the Ship ran aground ; 
There rofe at this Inftant a Kind of Storm, and the Rain which 
followed foon after made the Wind fall; but it foon rofe again, 
fettled in the South, and grew ftronger than before. The Ship 
began immediately to lay hard upon hbr Helm, and they were 
afraid that the Main-Maft, which at every Shock rofe pretty 
high, would jump out of its Step and fplit the Ship’s Bottom. 
It was tried in the ufual Way, condemned, and cut down im- 
mediately, after the Captain had given it the firfl Stroke with 
a Hatchet, according to Cuftom. 

Then the Lieutenant went into the Boat, to try to difcover in 
what Place we were, and in what Condition the Ship was. He 
obferved that in the fore Part we had but four Feet Water, that 
the Bank on which we were wrecked was fo fmall, that it was 
but juft large enough to receive the Ship, and that all round 
It fhe would have floated. But if we had efcaped this Bank, 
He could not have fliunned another, for we were furrounded 
with them, and it is certain we fliould not have met with one fo 
commodious. 

The Wind continued to blow violently ; our Ship continued 
to bear hard upon her Helm, and at every Shock we expected 
It to fplit. All the EfTeds. of Fear were painted on our Faces, 
and after the firft Tumult formed by the Cries of the Sailors 
who worked the Ship, and by the Groans of the Paflengers, who 
expeded Death every Moment, a deep and mournful Silence 
prevailed through all the Company. We heard afterwards that 
feme Perfons took their Meafures i'ccretly not to be nonplulhed, 
in Cafe the Veflel Ihould go to Pieces : Not only the Boat, but 
tile Canoe alfo were in the W’^ater, with every Thing in Readi- 
nefs, and fome trufty Sailors were ordered privately to be ready 
at the firft Signal. They affured me afterwards, that they had 
agreed riot to leave me in the Danger. 

This is certain, that I paflTed the Night without clofing my 
Eyes, and in the Situation of a Man who does not exped to 
u again. It appeared however, and difeovered to us 

the Land at more than two Leagues from us. It was not that, 
which we difeovered at firft, and which we faw ftill at a great 
Diftancc, but a low Land, and which appeared to us very unfit 

to 
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to be inhabited, Neverthelefs, this Sight was a PlcaAire to us, 
and gave 'US' a little Courage. 

Then they conlidered if there was no Likelihood of getting 
the Adour afloat again, and becaufe it was 
good to have feveral Strings to our Bow, 

- they thought at the fame Time of the 

themjelves. Means of getting out of fuch a bad Situa- 

tion, fuppofing it impolTible to recover the Ship. Then they 
recolledled that they fhipped a flat-bottom’d Boat, with De- 
fign to ufe it at St, Domingo^ to load the Sugars they were to 
take in there. This was a very prudent Precaution of the Cap- 
tain, who had been told that in that Country the Loading often 
detains Ships in the Road much longer than is convenient for 
the Interefl of the Owners, and the Health of the Ship’s Com- 
pany : But Providence had another View without Doubt in in- 
fpiring him with this Thought. This Boat faved us. 

I do not well know what pafled the fame Day between the 
Officers and the Pilot, but there was no more Talk of recover- 
ing the Veflel. Many have faid, that all their Efforts for this 
Purpofe would have been ufelefs ; but the Captain complained 
to me more than once, that they would not fuffer him to make 
this Attempt in the Way he chofe. They refolved therefore 
the fame Day to carry all the People to Land, and they labour- 
ed all the Morning to make a Raft, that they might not be 
obliged to make feyeral Trips. 

However, they did not think proper yet to forfake the Ship, 
and there were none but the Paffengers that were embarked in 
the Long-Boat, and on the Raft. At a Gun-Shot from the Ship 
we found the Sea very high, and the Bifket which we were car- 
rying to Land was wetted : A little Pettiaugre that followed 
the Boat could with Difficulty keep above Water, and the 
Raft, which carried twenty-two Men, was carried fo far by the 
Current, that we thought it loft. 

The Boat, in which I was, made Hafte to Land, that 
it might go to affift the others ; but as we 
were ready to go afhore, we perceived a pret- 
ty large Company of Savages armed with 
Bows and Arrows, which approached us. 
This Sight made us refleft, that we were wdthout Arms, and 
we ftopt fome Time without daring to advance. We even 
thought, all Things well confidered, that it would be impru- 
dent to go any farther. The Savages perceived our Diftrefs, 
and eaflly conceived the Caufc of it. They came near us, and 
cried out to us in Sfanijhy that they were Friends. When they 
faw this did not encourage us, they quitted their A.^ms, and 
came to us, being up to the Waift in Water, 
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We were foon furrounded by them, and it is certain, that 

^ ^ fT j L embarraiTed as we were with Thintrs in a 
Jfhatpaffedbc^ ^ \ 

i<u:eenthemandus. us. They afkc^ 

us at firft if we were Englijh\ we anfwered them, we were not, 
but Allies and good Friends of the Spaniards: They feemed 
much rejoiced at this, inviting us to land on their Ifland, and 
aiTuring us we fliould be as fafe there as in our Ship. Midruft 
on foRie Occafions only ferves to difeover Wcaknefs, and gives 
Rife to dangerous Surmifes. Therefore, we thought it beft to 
accept the Invitation of thefe Barbarians, and followed them to 
their Ifland, which we found to be one of the Iflands called tht 
Martyrs. 

But what feems moft remarkable is, that we determined 
to take this Step upon the coining up of the Pettiaugre, in 
which there were but five or fix Men, whilft we were talking 
with the Savages ; we certainly ran a great Rifque intruding 
ourfclves without Arms into the Hands of thefe Floridiansy and 
we were well convinced of it in the Sequel : Four or five Men 
more v/ere not capable of making them change their Defign, fup- 
pofingthefe Barbarians had any ill Intentions againft us ; and I 
never think of the Boldnefs which this light Reinforcement infpi- 
red us with, but I reprefent to myfelf thofe Perfons, who cannot go 
alone in the dark, and whom the Prefence of a Child immedi- 
ately emboldens, by employing their Imagination, which alone 
caufes all their Fear. 

However, we were no fooner landed on the Ifland, than we ' 
q^he Paffen^ers dillrull the Officers, having likewife 

begin to tliftrJtho depend on the Savages. 

sL’s Company. Captain of the Mo:^ had brought us In- 

^ ^ ther 5 but as foon as he had put us on Shore, 

he took Leave of us, faying, he was obliged to return on 
Board, where he had many Things to do, and he would fend us 
dire£Uy whatever we wanted, efpecially Arms. There was no- 
thing in this but what was reafonable, and we eafily conceived 
that his Frefence was necefTary in his Ship : But we refleded 
that he had brought away only the PafTengers, and that all the 
Sjiip^s Company would be cpmpleat, upon the Return of the 
Captain* 

This made us fufped that the Boat, which they fpoke of to 
us, was only a Lure to amufe us, and they had only landed us as 
People that were a Burthen to them, that they might take Ad- 
vantage of the Boat and the Canoe, to go to the Ha<vannab, or 
in Florida. V/e were all more confirmed in th cfe 
Sufpicions, when we found that we all had the fame Though t ; 

th is 



T 
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his Agreement made us judge tlut it was not 

refolved to ftay in the Ifland, it was not proper that I 

main there alfo ; that it was better to Jepratej. and that I wa, 

refolved not to lay from on board the Ship, whilft 

mained on board. He feemed a little fu^nfed at my Dtfco“«e. 

”, m»i. no Objcaion, and we fe, of I J «« A" 

rival at the Ship, that they had fpread the Sails, to 

raid, if it was poffible to difengage it. But / 

other Manoeuvres to make for tins Lnd, and they did not think 

^'in halfaTkour the Wind turned to the Eaft, and 

, ftrong, which obliged us to furl the Sails . 

Several Paffen- gtoj-m proved the Means of faving 

gen./awd ly a ^ho were upon the Float, and who 

good Providence. carried a great Way out to Sea : 

The Billows drove them back again towards us, and as foon as 
we perceived them, the Captain fen^t them his Long— oat, ^ 
took them in Tow, and brought them ag^ to the Ship. 1 heie 
unfortunate People, who were for the moll Part poor PalTengers, 
expeaed nothing but Death, and on our Side, we began to de- 
fpair of faving them, when Providence railed this little Storm 0 

fave them from perifhing at Sea. ^ t j • 

My Prefence was more neceffary in the Sh^ than I had ima- 
gined. The Sailors, during the Captain’s Abfence, w^e reiblved 
to drown in Wine their Sorrow ajid Cares. In Spite of the 
tenant, whom they did not much refpeft, and whom 
not love, they had broke open the Locker that fee ured the Stores, 
and we found them almoll all dead drunk, i^d I faw fome 
Symptoms amongft them of Mutiny and Defertion, from which 
I judged there was every Thing to fear, if it was not remedied 
betimes ; and the more, as the Captain, tho’ liked well enough 
by the Sailors, knew not how to make himfelf obeyed by the 
inferior Officers, the greateil Part of whom were much inclined 
to mutiny, and who could not bear his Lieutenant. 

To encreafe our Uneahnefs, a Company of Savages followed 
n- 7 , ^ , us dofe, and we conceived, that if we had 

Trouhk from the violence to fear from them, it would not 

bava^es. Importunities, and par- 

ticularly, that wc ought to guard well what we were not willing 
to loie. The moft diftinguiflied called himfelf Don Antonioy 
and fpoke Spanijh pretty well. He had learnt lUll better the 
Spavfjh Gravity and Manners. If he faw any one well dreiTed, 

^ ^ Z z hs 
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he alkcd Kim if he was a Caballero, and he had begun with tell- 
ing us that he was one, and the moll dillingui^ed of his Na- 
tion. However, he had not very noble Inclinations ; be longed 
for every Thing he faw, and if they had not been denied, he 
and his Company had left us nothing but what they could not 
carry away. He afked me for my Girdle ; I told -him I could 
not fpare it ; he conceived that it was only necelTary for my 
Caflbck, and alked it of me with great Importunities. 

We learnt of him that almoft all the Savages of his Village 
^ ; /• c baptized at the Ha<vannah, whither 

tl^ho theje o«- made a Voyage once a Year. They are 

'vages avere, forty-five Leagues dillant from it, and they 

make this Paflage in little Pettiaugres very flat, in which Peo- 
ple would not venture to crofs the Seine at Paris, Don Antonia 
farther informed us that he had a King, who was called Don 
Diego, and that we Ihould fee him next Day. He then alked us 
what Refolution we intended to take, and offered to condud us 
to St, AuguJUn, We let him know that we took his Offer in 
good Part, we treated him and all his Company well, and they 
returned well fatisfied to all Appearance. 

The Bodies of thefe Savages are redder than any I have yet 
feen : We could never learn the Name of their Nation : But 
although they did not appear to have the beft Difpofition, they 
did not feem to us fo mifchievous, as to be of thofe Qalos or Car- 
los, fo much decried for their Cruelties, and whofe Country is 
not far from the Martyrs. I do not believe that thefe are Men- 
Eaters ; but perhaps they behaved fo well to us only becaufc 
we were the flrongeft. I know not what Quarrel they have had 
with the Englijh, but we had great Reafon to believe that they 
did not love them. The Vifit of Don Antonio might very well 
proceed from no other Motive than to enquire if we were not of 
that Nation, or if it would not be too great a Rifque for them to 
attack us. 

The 1 6th I thought myfelf obliged to go to encourage thofe 
, . who remained in the Ifland, and to whom 

Difturbance in Savages kept the Promife they had made 
the Ship* them the Evening before. I paffed almoll the 

whole Day with them ; and in the Evening, at my Return, I 
found all the Ship in an Uproar. The Authors of the Dillur- 
bance were inferior Officers, and all the befl Sailors were of 
their Side. They wanted to be revenged of the Lieutenant ; 
who till then, as they faid, had treated them with great Haughti- 
nefs and Severity. The Wine, which they had at Diferetion, 
heated their Heads more and more, and it was fcarce any longer 
polfibleto make them hear Reafon. 






The 
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The Captain (hewed on this Occafion a Prudence, a Steadi- 
^ ... nefs, and a Moderation, which one would not 

have expedled from his Age, his Want of 
vf the Officers, Experience, and his paft Conduft : He knew 
howto makehimfelf beloved and feared by People, who fcarce 
any longer hearkened to any Thing but their Fury and Caprice. 
The Lieutenant, on his Part, confounded the moft mutinous 
by his Intrepidity ; and having found Means to feparate and ^ 
employ them, he carried his Point, and reduced them to Obedi- 
ence. They had at laft got from the Bottom of the Hold, the 
Boat fo muen promifed, and they had carried it to the Tfland. It 
was neceffar)' to (it it up, and to lodge themfelves till it was 
ready, and to get out of the Ship Proviiions and Ammunition, 
to fortify themlelves againll any Surprize of the Savages. The 
Captain employed in thefe Works all thofe whom he moft 
diftrufted ; and* entreated of me to ftay on board, to alTift the 
Lieutenant in keeping the reft to their Duty. 

The 17th, at Day-break, there appeared a Sail two Leagues 

vT 17 1-n. 0/ • ^rom us. We made Signals of Diftrefs with 

An^ngiimShip our Flag and fome Time after we ob- 
ferved that he Jay by to wait for us. Imme- 
diately the Lieutenant took the Canoe, and 
went aboard to a(k the Captain if he would take us^ all in. But 
it was only a Brigantine of one hundred Tons, which had been 
plundered by Pirates, and which for three Days had made many 
EJForts to get out of this Bay ; where the Currents, the Captain 
faid, being ftrongcr this Year than had ever been known, had 
drawn his Brigantine againft all his Endeavours to the contrary, 
though he made the Eaft-North-Eaft. It is true, that we had 
this only from our Lieutenant, whom fome fufpedled of invent- 
ing this Story, that he might attribute to the Strength and Irre- 
gularity of the Currents, the Misfortune in which his Obftinacy 
Had engaged us. 

However that might be, the Englijh Captain confented to take 
in twenty Perfons, if we would fupply him with Provifions and 
Water, of which they were in great Want. The Condition 
was accepted, and the Captain approached us in Fadl, with Inten- 
tion to drop an Anchor as near us as poflible; but a ftrong 
Wind from the South riling on a fudden, he was obliged to 
purfue his Route, that he might not expofe himfelf to the Dan- 
ger of being loft, in endeavouring to fuccour us. The 19th we 
again faw three Ships under Sail. They went to make them the 
fame Propofals as to the (irft, but they could not perfuade them to 

(a) This is done by hoifting the Flag to the Top of the Staff, and twilling 
it about it fo that it can't fly abroad. 
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accept them. They were alfo Englijhf who complained of be- 
ing plundered by Pirates. 

The fame Day, as there was nothing left in the Jdour that we 
could carry away, we took our laft Leave of her, with fo much 
the more Regret, as that for the four Days which (he had been 
a-ground, flie had not taken a Drop of Water ; and we went all 
to Land after Sun-fet. We found here fome Tents, which they 
had fet up with the Sails of the Ship ; a Guard-Houfe, where 
Day and Night they kept a ftrift Watch ; and fome Provifions, 
well fecured in a Warehoufe, where they alfo kept a Guard. 

The Ifland in which we were, might be about four Leagues 
n /• • *• Compafs. There were fome to the Right 

TVT j Left of different Extents ; and that 

iheM^vtytlJiands. Savages had their Cabins, was the 

leaftof all, and the neared our*s. They lived there entirely by 
fifhing ; and all this Coafl abounds with Fifh, in Proportion as 
the Earth is incapable of fupplying any NecefTaries for Life. 
As to their Drefs, fome Leaves of Trees, or a Piece of Bark, 
fuffices them; they have nothing covered but what Decency 
teaches all Men to hide. 

The Soil of thefe Iflands is a very line Sand, or rather a Kind 
of Lime calcin’d, every where intermixed wdth a white Coral, 
which is eafily reduced to Powder. There are alfo only Bulhes 
and Shrubs here, without a fingle Tree. The Shores of the Sea 
are covered with tolerably fine Shells ; and they find here fome 
Sponges, which feem to be thrown up by the Waves of the Sea 
in ftormy Weather. They fay, that what keeps the Savages 
here, are the Shipwrecks, which are common enough in the 
Channel of Bahama^ and of which they always make their Ad- 
vantage. We do not fee even a fingle Bead in all thefe Iflands ; 
which feem to be accurfed by God and Man, and where there 
would be no Inhabitants, if there were not found fome Men 
folely attentive to take Advantage of other’s Misfortunes, and 
often to put the finifhing Stroke to them. 

The 20th Don B/rgo paid us a Vifit. He is a young Alan, of 
^ Stature under the middle Size, and of an 
^ • 'CjT c Appearance bad enough. He was almod as 
^aaque Bf e a- naked as his Subjedls, and the few Clothes he 
Bad on were not worth picking od a Dung- 
hill. He had about his Head a Kind of Fillet, of I know not 
what Stuff, and which fome Travellers would certainly have 
called 2L Diadem, He had no Attendants, no Mark of Dignity ; 
nothing, in a Word, to fhew who he was. A young Woman 
pretty well fliaped, and decently dreffed as a Savage, accompa- 
nied him, and they told us it was the Queen his Spoufe. 

o We 
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We received their Floridian Majefties with fo^ Statelinefs ; 
however, we fltowed them fome Marks of Friendmip, and they 
feeLd very well fatisfied with us But we could djfcover no- 
thing in thk of thofe Caciques, whofe Power and Riches are 
fo hfghly extolled by the Hiftorian of Flonda We faid a few 
Worls to Don of the Offer that Don Antonto had made to 

us, to carry us to S/. Auguftin. and he gave us Room to hope, 
that he would do us all the Services that lav m Ms 
engage him the more in our Intereft, I made him a M lent of 
one of my Shirts, and he received it with a great deal of r hank- 

^'*He^*came again the next Day, wearing my Shirt over his 
, Rags, which hang down to his Heels ; and 

Authority of this j^^ow that he was not properly the 

Cacique. Sovereign of his Nation, but that he held 

his Dignity under another Cacique, farther off. However, he 
is abfoTute in his own Village, and had juft then given a very 
frood Proof of it. Don Antonio, who appeared to be twice his 
A<re, and who could eafily have beaten two fuch, came to fee 
us^foon after, and told us that Don D/Vgo had threfhed h,m 
foumlly, becaufe he had got drunk in the Jdonr, where, in all 
Likelihood, they had forgotten fome Remains of Brandy.— 1 he 
moft confiderable Difference that appears betvyeen the Savages 
of Canada and thofe of Florida, is the Dependence whicn the 
latter have on their Chiefs, and the Refpeft they fhew them. 
Alfo we fee not in them, as in the Savages of Canada, thofe ele- 
vated Sentiments, and that Noblenefs, which Independence pro- 
duces, and which is Aipplied in civilized States by the Princi- 
pies of Religion and Honour, which proceed from Education. 

The 22d, Don Diego came to dine with us without Cere- 
mony, dreffed as the Day before. He feemed 
to be much pleafed with this Drefs, which 
gave him neverthelefs a very ridiculous 
Air ; which, added to his ill Look, made 
him exaftly refcmble a Man who goes to 
make the Amende honorable ( a). Either from 
Religion or Antipathy, we could never engage him to eat any 
Meat : We had ftill the Remains of a Filh,_ which he had 
fent us the Day' before, he eat fome of this, and drank 

atcr 

AfteV Dinner, we were willing to talk of Bufinefs ; but he told 
us direaiy, that after having well confidered of our 1 ropmal, he 
could neither giVc us Don Antonio, nor any of his People, to 

(a) That is, to do Penance in a white Sheet, with a Torch in his Hand. 

conduQ: 



Don Diego €X” 
cufes himfejf for 
not gi^if^S 
Guides to St. Au- 
guftin. 
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condu^l US to .9/. Augujlitiy becaufe on the Route which we were 
obliged to take there were fome numerous Nations, with whom 
he was at War. I know not whether they did not then repent of 
having foinconfiderately forfaken the Adour^ for after Don Diego 
left us, they fent the Canoe to her ; but thofe who went in 
it to her, told us at their Return, that the Savages had broke 
her to Pieces, and that fhe was filling with Water. 

The 23d, the Boat was finilhed, and they thought in earneft 
to refolve what Courfe to take. They had 
the Choice of two, and they were divid- 
ed : Some were for hazarding the Pafiage 
to the Ha^vannah^ the others were for follow- 
ing the Coaft to St* Augufiin* The latter Courfe feemed the 
fafeft, the former was the Ihorteft. But if this was a prudent 
Courfe, we ought to have done it the Day after the Ship- 
wreck, or rather have fent the Long-Boat to the Ha^annahf 
to have informed the Governor of our Situation, and to have 
afked him to fend us a Brigantine. The Rigging alone of the 
Adour, would have been more than fufficient to have repaid 
the Expences he might have been at. 

However that might be, the greatell Part of the Ship’s Com- 

They are dMcUd. P^ny were of the laft Opinion ; it was im- 
pomble to bring them to any other. They 
were forty ; and they demanded the Boat and the Canoe, and w'c 
were obliged to yield to their Requeft. The Chaplain of the 
Adour was of this Number : If it had not been fo, I Ihould have 
thought myfelf obliged to accompany them ; but it wasnecefifary 
fo divide the fpiritual Aids, as we did the Provifions. The next 
Morning, after Mafs, the Chaplain, who was a Dominican Fa- 
ther, defired that I would blefs the three Vehicles ; I obeyed, 
and I baptized the Boat, and called it the St» Saviour. In the 
Evening after Prayers, I made a laft Effort to bring all our 
People to be of one Opinion : I eafily obtained, that the Day 
following they fhould depart together, that they fhould go to 
encamp in the Ifland that was farthell fiom the Land, and that 
they fhould determine there according to the Wind. 

We departed in Fa6l the 25th about Noon, and we failed to- 

f ether for feveral I.eagues ; but towards Sun-fet, we faw the 
oat take the Channel, that they muft crofs to go to the Ha- 
*uannahy without concerning themfelves about the Canoe, whofe 
Provifions they carried; and which not being able* to follow 
them, was obliged to join us. We received them kindly, tho’ 
amongft thofe who were in it, there were fome whom we had Rea- 
fon not to be pleafed with. We landed in the Ifland, where we 
had agreed all to unite, and where a Company of Savages were 
come already, I know not with what Defign. We were upon our 

Guard 
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Guard all Night, and we departed very early in the Morn- 

^he Weather was charming, and the Sea fine, and our Com- 
pany began to envy thofe that were in the 
The Boat takes having taken the better Courfe. Some 

the Route of the Bi- murmur at it, & our Chiefs thought 

loxi. jj to feem willing to fatisfy them : So 

they took the Route of the Channel. After two Hours, the 
Wind grew ftronger, and they fancied they faw the Appearances 
of a Storm ; then they all agreed that it was Ralhnefs to en- 
gage ourfelves in fuch a long Traverfe, in fuch Boats as our s; 
for nothing could be weaker than our Boats, which took Water 
every where : But as to go to St. Auguftin, we muft have gone 
all the Way back which we had made hitherto, we unanimoufly 
agreed to go towards the Biloxi. 

So we made the Weft, but we did not advance much that 
Day, and we were obliged to pafs the Night 
Great Currents was far from having Room 

Mar- enough for us all to lay down. The 27th, wc 
tyrs W Tur- encamped in an Ifland, where we found 
tie Illands. Cabins forfaken, fome Paths a great 

deal trodden, and the Footfteps of Spanijh Shoes. This isthefirft 
of the Turtle IJlands. The Soil is the fame as at the Martyrs. I can’t 
conceive what Men can do in fuch a bad Country, and fodillant 
from any human Habitation. We ftill fteered Well, 
failed with fuch a Rapidity, that could only proceed from the 
Currents. ^ 

We went a great Way again the 25th, till Noon. Though 
we had little Wind, the IHands feemed to run Poll-hafte 
by the Side of us. At Noon we took the Elevation, which 
we found twenty-four Degrees fifteen Minutes. If our Sea 
Charts were exadl, we were at the Weft End of the Turtle 
Ifiands, It was hazardous to engage ourfelves in the open Sea» 
and if I could have governed, we fhould have left all thefe 
Illands on the Left Hand; but our Officers were afraid^ they 
fhould not find a PalTage between them and the Continent, 
They had great Reafon to repent it, for we were afterwards 
two Days without feeing Land, tho’ we fteered continually 
North and North Eaft. 

Then our Sailors began to defpair, and in Reality there needed, 
tr-; n ^ ^ Wind, feveral of which we 

The Sailors de- often met with, to drown us. Even the 
calm Weather had its Inconveniencies ; they 
were obliged to row all Day, and the Heat was exceffive. The 
Sailors had Reafon enough to be dilTatisfied : The Obftinacy of 
two or three People had expofed us to the Danger m which we 
* found 
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found ourfelves ; but the Mifchief was done, and required an- 
other Remedy, than Murmuring. Since our Departure from 
Lomftana. I could not prevail with the greatell Part to come to 
the Sacraments, very few had even performed the Duties oi E after. 
I took Advantage bf this Occafion to engage^ every Body to pror 
mife to confefs themfelves, and to communicate as foon as we 
fhould come again to Land ; The Promifc was fcarcely made, 
when the Land appeared. 

We fleered diredfly for it, and we arrived there before Noon, 
j .The 4th at Noon we were in 26 Degrees c6 

The Incon^eni- j^^j^utes Latitude. We had always the main 
enaesofthJsLoaJ, in Sight, without being able to ap- 

proach it, becaufe it was bordered with 1 (lands and Peninfula’s, 
the greateft Part of which are low and barren, and between 
which there is fcarce a Paflage for a Canoe of Bark, What we 
fufFered the moft from was,- that we found no Water in them. 
The next Day we were often flopt by contrary Winds, but we 
found Shelter every where, and wc got a fmall Matter by (hoot- 
ing and filling. We wanted nothing but Water : I took the Ad- 
vantage of this Delay to make every Body keep the Promifc 
they had made of coming to the Sacrament. 

It appears that there are few Savages in all this Country. 
r\ T> -r who came to- 

Our Pro^iftons Pettiaugre : We waited for 

them ; but when they had reconnoitred us, 
they did not dare to approach, and made all the Hafle they 
could back to Shore. The loth, we were obliged to retrench 
the Allowance of Brandy, which we had hithcito diftributed 
every Day to each Man, as there was but little left, which we 
judged neceflary to prefer ve for more prefTing Occafions. We 
beg^n alfo to be fparing of our Provifions, efpecially the Bif- 
ket, Pa!rt of which had been fpoiled : So that we were reduced 
to great Extremities, having often at a Meal only a Hand- 
ful of Rice, which we were obliged to boil in brackifh Wa- 
ter. 

But this Coafl is the Kingdom of Oyfters, as the great Bank 
bf Isle^foundlajid, and the Gulf and the River St. Laurence 
are that of the Cod - Fi(h. All thefe low Lands, which 
coalled as near -as pcfiible, are bordered with Trees, to which 
there arc faftened a prodigious Quantity of little Oyflers, of 
an exquifite Talle : Others, much larger and lefs dainty, are 
found in the Sea in fuch Numbers, that they form Banks in it, 
which we take at firfi for Rocks on a Level with the Surface of 
the Water. As we did not dare to leave the Shore, we often 
entered into pretty deep Bays, which we were obliged to go 

round. 
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fame Spaniards, 
*who had been 
^wrecked. 



deftroyed. 



round, which greatly lengthened our Way ; but as foon as 
the main Land difappeared, our Men thought themfelves loft. 

The 15 th, in the Morning, we met a Spanijh Long-Boat, in 
^ . , which were about fifteen Perfons: They were 

e meet Crew of a Ship which had been 

wrecked about the River S/. Martin, It was 
twenty-five Days fince this Misfortune had 
happened, and for forty-two Perfons they 
had only a little Boat, which they made Ufe of by Turns, 
and which obliged them to make very fhort Journies. This 
Meeting was a good Providence in our Favour, for without 
the Inftruclion v^ich the spanijh Captain gave us, we could 
never have found the Route which we were to keep ; and 
the Uncertainty of what might become of us, might have in- 
clined our Mutineers to fome Violence, or to fome defperate 
Refolution. 

The next Night we were in very great Danger. We all lay 

^ . iri a little Ifland, except three or four Men, 

- ^ who guarded the Boat. One of them, after 

having lighted his Pipe, imprudently fet his 
Match on the Side of the Boat, exadlly in the Place where the 
Arms, the Powder, and the Proviftons were kept in a Cheft co- 
vered with a Tarpaulin : He fell afleep after this, and while he 
flept, the Tarpaulin took Fire. The Flame waked him as well 
as his Companions, but in one Minute more the Boat had been 
blown up or funk ; and I leave you to judge what would have 
become of us, having only a Canoe, which could hold but the 
fixth Part of our Company, without Proviftons, Ammunition, 
or Arms, and on an Ifland of Sand, in which there grew only 
fome wild Herbs. 

The next Day, the i6th, the Canoe left us to go to join the 
Spaniards, We had the Wind againft us, and we were obliged 
to go with the Sounding-Line in Hand, becaufe the Coaft was 
fo flat, and fo paved with fharp Flints, that at fix Leagues from 
the Shore our Boat, which drew but two Feet Water, was every 
Moment in Danger of ftriking and bulging. We were in the 
fame Diftrefs the two following Days, and the 20th we en- 
camped in an Ifland which makes the Eaft Point of the Bay of 
the^ Apal&ches, All Night we; faw Fires on the main Land, 
which we were near , and we had obferved the fame for fome 
Days. 

The 2 1 ft we fet cfF with a very thick Fog, which being foon 
1 C/ difperfed, we faw fome Buoys, which the 
^irt^vai at tst, had told us to follow. We follow- 

ed them making the North, and we found 
Help it was impoftlble to fhun the Sand- 
A a a Banks, 



Mark d^Jpalache, 
that without this 



w 
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Banks, of which this Coaft is full, and which for the mofl Part 
are covered with Oyfters. About ten o’Clock we perceived a 
fquare Fort of Stone, with pretty regular Baftions ; we imme- 
diately hoifted the white Flag, and a Moment after they called 
out to us in French not to come any nearer. 

, We ftopt, and in a Moment we faw a Pettiaugre coming to- 
wards us, with three Men in it. One of the three was a Bi/~ 
cayneer : He had been a Gunner in Louijiana^ and he was in the 
fame Employment at St. Mark. After the common Queftions, 
the Bif cayneer was of Opinion, that only the Captain of the 
Adour and I fhould go to fpeak with the Commandant, which 
we accordingly did. This Commandant was only a Deputy, 
and a Man of Senfe : He made no Difficulty to let our Boat 
come up to the Fort, and he invited our Officers and the prin- 
cipal Paffengers to Dinner ; but it was after our Boat had 
been vifited, and all the Arms and Ammunition taken out, 
and carried to his own Magazine, with a Promife to reftore 
them when we fhould depart. 

This Poll:, which M. Delille has fet down in his Chart under 
r • ‘ ^ L the Name of 5 /. M<3r/V was always 

Defcnpitcnofthe Spaniards had for- 

ountry. merly a confiderable Settlement here, but 

which was reduced to be of little Confequence, when in 1704 
it was entirely deftroyed by the Englijh of Carolina^ accompa- 
nied by a great Number of the Savages called Alibamons. The 
Spanijh Garrifon, which confilled of thirty-two Men, was made 
Prifoners of War; but the Savages burnt 17 of them, among 
whom were three Francifcan Friars ; and of feven Thoufand 
Apalachesy who were in this Canton, and who had almoft all em- 
braced ChriJHanityy there remained at St. Mark but four hundred, 
who withdrew towards Maul iky where the greateft Part of 

them are at prefen t. 

The Forefts and Meadows near the Fort are full of wild Cattle 
and Horfes, which the Spaniards let run here, and as they want 
them, they fend fome Savages, who take them with Snares. 
Thefe Savages are alfo Apalachesy who probably went away 
when the Englijh took this Place, and who returned after they 
were retired. For the reft, this Bay is exaftly what GarcilaJJo 
de la Vegay in his Hiftory of Florida, calls the Port of Ante, The 
Fort is built on a little Eminence, furrounded by Marfties, and 
a little below the Confluence of two Rivers, one of which comes 
from the North Eaft, and the other from the North Weft. They 
are but fmall, and full of Caimans, and notvvithftanding pretty 
well ftored with Fi/h. 
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Two Leagues higher, on the River of the North Weft, there 
f A 1 is a Village of Apalaches^ and in the Lands 

Of the Apala- Weft, at a League and half from the 

Fort, there is a fecond. This Nation for- 
merly very numerous, and which, divided into feveral Cantons, 
po/refTed a very l^rge Country, is at prefent reduced to be very 
inconfiderable. It embraced Chripanity long ago, yet the 
Spaniards do not truft them, and they do right : For befides 
that thefe Chrtpans, being deftitute of all fpiritual Aids for a 
great Number of Years, are no longer fuch but in Name, their 
Conquerors treated them at firft with fo much Severity, that they 
ought always to look upon them as Enemies not well recon- 
ciled. It is difficult to make good Chripans of People, to 
whom their firft Treatment rendered Chripanity odious. 

They told us at St, Mark, that ^ Refolution was taken to 
re-eftablilh this Poft in its firft State, and that they expeded here 
five thoufand Families ; This is much more than the Spaniards 

of Florida can raife. The Country is fine, well wooded, well 

watered, and they fay that the farther you advance into the 
Country, the more fruitful it grows. They confirmed to us at 
this Fort, what the Spaniards whom we met had told us al- 
ready, that the Savages of the Martyrs, and their King Don Diego, 
were a bad Sort of People, and that if we had not kept a good 
Guard, they would have done us fome Injury, They told 
us farther, that a Spanijh Brigantine being lately wrecked 
near the Place were we met four Savages in a Pettiaugre, 
all the Crew had been empaled, and eaten by thefe Barba- 

. . j -1 

St, Mark is dependent on St Auguflin for Military and Civil 
Affairs, and on the Ha^amiah in Spirituals. Notwithftanding, 
it is the Convent of the Cordeliei's of St, AuguJUn that fends a 
Chaplain hither : I found one here, who was a very amiable Per- 
fon, and who did us a very great Service. He informed us, that 
the Commandant of St, Mark wanted to detain us till he had 
given Advice of our Arrival to the Governor of St, Augupn, 
and had received his Orders. I defired him to afk this Officer 
if he was in a Condition to fupport us all the Time that we 
ffiould be here, fincc what Provifions we had left, were fcarce 
fnfficient to carry us to Louifiana, ^ ^ 

He acquitted himfelf very well of his Commiffion, and his 
Difeourfe, accompanied with fome Prefents, which he hinted 
to us that we ought to make the Governor, had all the Ef- 
fc£l which we expelled from it. T his Officer granted us, 
with a very good Grace, fome Guides, which we delired 
of him for St, Jofeph, which is thirty Leagues from St, 
A a a J2 Mark ; 
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Mark ; and the Way, as we had been informed, not cafy to 
find. 

This obliged us to ftay the next Day, and I was not forry for 
it, for befides being pretty well lodged in the Fort with the 
Cordelier (a Diftinftion that was paid to me, and which I owed 
to my Habit) I was glad to take a fliort Survey of the Environs 
of the Fort. They go by Land from St, Mark to St, Auguftin ; 
the Journey is eighty Leagues, and the Way very bad. 

We departed the 22d in the Morning, and the 25th, about 

PI . . r ten o’clock, our Guides made us undertake 

a Traverfe of three Leagues, to enter into 
^ ’ a Kind of Channel, formed on one Side by 

the Continent, and on the other by a String of Iflands, of various 
Extents. Without our Guides, we Ihould never have dared to en- 
gage ourfelves among them, and we fhould have milled the Bay of 
St, Jofeph, We were now almoft deftitute of Provifions, and the 
Difficulty of finding Water encreafed every Day. One Evening 
that we had dug at ten Paces from the Sea, on a pretty high 
Ground, and got none but brackifh Water, which was impoffible 
to drink, I thought of making a lhallow Hole clofe to the Sea 
Side, and in the Sand : It immediately filled with Water that 
was tolerably frefh, and as clear as if it had been taken from 
the fineft Spring; but after I had filled a VefTel, it flowed no 
more, which made me judge that is was Rain Water, gathered 
in this Place, meeting with a hard Bottom, and I judge that 
this may often happen. 

As foon as we had got a-head of the Iflands, we failed till 
C o’clock at Night. Then the Wind fell, 

^ but the Tide, which began to ebb, fupplied 

the Want of it, and we went forward all 
Night. This is the firft Time that I obferved any regular 
Tides in the Gulf of Mexico, and the two Spaniards told us, that 
from this Place to Penfacole the Flux is twelve Hours, and the 
Reflux as much. Next Day, the 26th, a contrary Wind kept 
us till Night, in an Illand pretty well wooded, which is ten or 
twelve Leagues long, and where we killed as many Larks and 
Woodcocks as we pleafed. W’e faw alfo here a great Number 
of Rattle-Snakes. Our Guides called it the IJJe des Chiens ( of 
Dogs), and from the Beginning of it, they reckoned ten Leagues 
to St, Mark, and fifteen to St, Jofeph \ but they were certainly 
miftakcn in the lafl Article, for it is at leafl twenty Leagues, and 
very long ones. 

The 27th, at eleven o’Clock at Night, we ran upon a Bank 
of Oyflers as large as the Crown of my Hat, and we were 
above an Hour in getting off again. We went from thence to 
pafs the Night in a Country Houfe, belonging to a Captain of 

the 
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the Garrifon of St. Jofepby named DioniXf and at our Arrival 
they told us very drange News. 

They affured us that all Louifiana was evacuated by the 
- .j French ; that a large French Ship came to 

talje Alarm. IJlami, and had embarked there the 

Commandant, the Diredor, and all the Officers ; that after their 
Departure, the Savages had killed all the Inhabitants and Sol- 
diers that were left, except a fmall Number who had fared them- 
felves in two Sloops ; that being in Want of Provifions, they 
were gone to the Bay of St, Joftph ; that thofe who arrived firll 
were well received, but that they would not permit the others 
to land, for Fear left fo many French being together, they ftiould 
be tempted to make themfclves Mailers of this Poll, which we 
formerly peftefted. 

All this Story had fo little Probability, that J could not pof- 
fibly believe it; but it was told with fo many Circumllances, and 
coming from People who had. fo little Intereft to impofe upon us, 
and who being but at feven Leagues from St. Jofepby might have 
News from thence every Day, that it feemed hard to tiiink it 
ftiould be without any Foundation. The greateft Part of our 
People were ftruck with it ; and I found in myfelf that thefe 
general Confternations are communicated to the Heart, in Spite of 
our Underftanding, and that it is as impoffible not to feel fome 
Fear in the midft of People who are fei2sed with it, as not to be 
afflidled with thofe that weep. I did not in the leaft believe 
what they had juft told us, and yet I could not beeafy. 

In the mean Time our Company, in Spite of their Defpair, 
ftnding Plenty of Provifions, and the Servants of the Situr 
Dioniz very obliging, feafted all the reft of the Night. In the 
Morning our Guides took Leave of us, according to their Orders. 
We had no further Need of them ; for befides that we could not 
mifs our Way to St, Jofeph^ we met with at the Houfe of M. 
Diojiiz a Frenchman, a Soldier in his Company, and an old Defer- 
tcr from Mcaibile, who was heartily tired of the SparAJh Service, 
among whom he was often almoft ftarved, as he faid, though they 
paid him well : So we eafily engaged him to go witn us to 
St, Jofeph, and from thence to Lou^aua, fuppofing he could get 
his Difcharge, 

We arrived about Five in the Afternoon at St. Jofeph, v/here 
>/ * / f were perfedly well received by the Gc- 

\ f ^ * vernor. We found there two great Boats 

’ of the Biloxi, with four French Officers, who 

were come to reclaim fome Deferters, but they did not hnd 
them here. We had feen them the 24th, being Whit-Sunday, in a 
Bark that was under Sail, and which pafled pretty near us. It 
w very probable tliat they had touched at St. Jofph ^ and to 

give 
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give a Colour to their Defertion, they had given out what the 
Night before had fo greatly alarmed us. Two Cordeliers^ who 
ferved the Chapel of the Fort, having heard of my Arrival, 
came to offer me a Bed in their Houfe, which I accepted very 
thankfully. 

For the reft, I do not think there is a Place in the World 



Shores, its Soil, and all that Environs it, nothing can make one 
conceive the Reafons of fuch a Choice. A flat Coaft, open to 
the Wind, a barren Sand, a poor Country ; and which can have 
no Manner of Commerce, nor even ferve for Magazines : To 
fuch a Pitch have the Spaniards carried their Jeabufy of our 
Settlements in Louijtana, We had been guilty of the Folly be- 
fore them, but it was only for a fhort Time. There is Reafon to 
think that they alfo will corredl it foon ; and that when we have 
reftored Penfacole to them, they will tranfport thither every Thing 
they have at St. Jofeph. 

The Fort is not fituated in the Bay, but on the Turn of a 
bending Point, and which enclofes an llland. This Fort is only 
built of Earth, but well enclofed with Palifadoes, and well de- 
fended by Guns. It has a pretty numerous Garrifon, an Etat 
Major complcat, and almofl: all the Officers have their Families 
with them. Their Houfes are neat and convenient, and tole- 
rably furnifhed, but every where in the Streets we flnk up to the 
Ancles in Sand. The Ladies never go out but to Church, and 
always with a Pomp and Gravity, which is to be feen no where 
but among the Spaniards. 

The Day after our Arrival, which was the 29th, there was a 
great Dinner at the Serjeant Major’s. This Officer had been in 
Louijtana, and been highly treated there. He was overjoyed to find 
thisOccafionto make us a Return. He had efpeciallyinade a par- 
ticular Friendlhip in his Journey to Louijtana with Hubert, who 
was then the principal Commiflary there, and who Was ampngft 
us. He heard that a Daughter of his Friend, three Year^ old, 
who was going to France with her Father, had only been fprink- 
led : He defired they would complete the Ceremonies of her 
Baptifm at St. JoJeph, and he would be her Godfather. This 
was performed with great Pomp, and firing of the Guns. The 
Godmother was a Niece of the Governor’s, who at Night gave 
a magnificent Supper ; and by an Excefs of Politenefs, feldom 
found among the Spaniards, he would have the Company of the 
Ladies. He compleated all thefe Civilities, by furnifliing us 
with Plenty of Provifions to continue our Route, though he had 
not yet received the Convoy thkt was to bring him Provifions 



Defeription of 
St. Jofeph. 



where one might lefs expedl to meet with 
Men, and efpecially Europeans, than at St. 
JoJeph. By the Situation of this Bay, its 
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from the Havannahy and for this Reafon he had refufed fome to 
the Officers of Biloxi ; but our Necelfity had touched him ex- 
tremely. 

We departed the 30th with the two Boats, and the Fort faluted 
T\ . . ^ us with five Guns. We made feven Leagues 

St that Day, and we anchored at the Entrance 

• • of a River, which comes out of a Bay open 

to the South Eaft. At Eleven at Night, the Wind coming fair, we 
took Advantage of it, and we fteered Weft North Weft. All the 
Coaft was upon the fame Point of the Compafs for twenty Leagues, 
quite tothe Ifland of Zt, Rofe\ and we do not find a fingle Place 
to get Shelter from a Guft of Wind that Ihould come from the 
open Sea. 

The 31ft, at Four in the Afternoon, we had made twenty 
Leagues, and we anchored behind an Ifland which fhuts up the 
great Bay of St. Rofty the Entrance of which is dangerous when 
the Sea runs high. Had we been a Moment later, we fliould 
have been greatly embarrafled, for the Wind turned all at once 
from the North Eaft to the South Weft ; and the Waves ran fo 
hivh the fame Inftant, that it would have been impoflible for us 
to have pafled. 

The iftof Juney about Two or Three in the Morning, the 
Channel and beginning to flow, we re-embarked ; 

IJand p/St.Rofe. having gone a fmall League, we entered 
into the Channel of St. Rofe, which is four- 
teen Leagues long. It is^ formed by the Ifland of St. Rofcy 
which has this Length, but is very narrow ; which appears all 
covered with Sand, and which neverthelefs is not ill wooded. 
The Continent is very high, and bears Trees of all Kinds, 
The Soil is almoft as fandy as at St, Mark ; but if they dig ever 

fo little, they find Water.-" — “ The W^ood here is very 

hard, but fubjedl to rot foon. All this Coaft Avarms with wild 
Fowl, and the Sea with Fifli. This Channel is narrow at its 
Entrance ; afterwards it widens, and continues the Breadth of 
half a League^ to the Bay of Penfacole. The Current is ftrong 
here, and was in our Favour. 

About Eleven o’CIock we doubled the Point aux Cheijreuilsy 
(of Roe-Bucks) -y at the Turn of which the Bay begins. We 
turn to the North, then to the North Eaft. The Fort is a fmall 
League farther, and we difcover it from the Point aux Che^reuils. 
We arrived there at Noon, and were fuprifed to fee it in fuch a 
bad State. It appears plain that they do not expeftto continue in 
It. The Sieur Carpeau de Montigniy who commands here, was gone 
to Biloxiy and we found here only fome Soldiers. The Spa-- 
Fort, which was taken two Years ago by the Count de Champ- 
mlin, was behind, and there remains nothing in it but aver)' fine 
Ciftern ; the building of which coft, as they fay, fourteen thou- 
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fand Pieces of Eight. They have been both built in an Mand 
which joins almoft to the main Land, which is not thirty Yards 
long, and the Soil of which does not appear to be extraordinary. 
The Bay of Penfacole would be a pretty good Port, if th 
Worms did not deftroy the Ships, and if its 
Description of Entrance had a little more Water ; but the 
the Bay. Hercules, which carried M. Champmelin, ran 

a-ground here. This Entrance is diredly between the Weft End 
of the IflandS/. Bofe, where the 'Spaniards had alfo built a little 
Fort, and a Bank of Sand. It is fo narrow, that only one Ship 
can pafs at a Time : Its Opening is North and South. On the 
other Side of the Sand Bank there is another Pafs, where there 
is Water only for Barks, and which is open to the South Weft. 
It is alfo very narrow. The Moorings for Ships, m the Bay ot 
Penfacole^ is along the Ifland Rofet where the Anchorage is 

fafe. . . , 1 T? • 

We departed from Penfacole at Midnight, and about hour m 
j the Morning we left Rio de los Perdodos on the 

Arrival at Bi- River was fo called, becaufe a 

Bpanijh Ship was wrecked here, and all the 
Crew loft. •- ^ - " Dauphin If and is five Leagues farther on the 
Left, and is five Leagues long, but very narrow. There is at 
leaft one half of this Ifland without a Tree upon it, and the reft 
is not much better. The Fort, and the only Habitation that re- 
mains here, are in the Weft Part. Between this Ifland and the 
Ille a Corney which is a League diftant, there is little Water. At 
the End of this, there is another very fmall Ifland, which they 
call the Round IJlandy on Account of its Shape. We pafled the 

Night here. i j nh 

Over-againft the Bay of the Pafcagoulasy where Madam de Chau- 
has a Grant, which is not likely to pay her Expences foon, 
a River of the fame Name, and which comes from the North, 
runs into this Bay. The next Day, about Ten o’Clock, one of 
our Seamen died of a Quinfey. This is the only Man we loft 
in our painful and dangerous Expedition. An Hour after, we 
anchored at Biloxi y where they were ftrangely furprifed to fee 
us. I went immediately to fay Mafs, to returnThanks toGoo for 
having fupported us in the midft of fo many Fatigues, and for 
delivering us from fo many Dangers. 

1 
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letter XXXIV. 

Voyage from th, Biloxi C«/^Fran 90 is ,» St. Dominco. 



I 



DurK n.l venture to tell you in i"?!* “ ' “ ‘‘“L'; £ 



Uurlt not venture to icix *» *‘v ' . 

preceding Letter, that I fliodd not . J , contradift 

fTom^Cape for Fear I (hould 

inyfelf again, and the Event was very near juftitying 7 P 
prehenfioi. I am here at laft, in this long w Jed JorN 
ier a Vovageof fixty-four Days, and we entered t at the 

when we had almoft loft all Uopes °f *r‘ this Voyage, 

I (hall enter upon the Recital of the Adventures o 7 g 

■ 7^.ssCri?hSi»™t Atrevni 
„ . , the Peace concluded with and the a 
Penfacole re- . , Alliance between thefe two Crowns, unc 
fiored to the Spa- Articles of Peace was the Reftoration 

niards. Po»/aeo/e, and this Article was «med W 

Louifaaa by Don J/exaader Walcop, an lajkman, and j 

Shi^ in NeL Spain. He embarked at ^ in a 

of forty Guns and one hundred and fifty l^en, 

by Don Auguftin Spinola. They lay that the De ign of tje ^ 

Jardi is to make a great Settleinent at Penfacole, and “ . 

thither the Garrifon of St, Jofeph, and ^1 , the Gover- 

They add, that Don Alexander tValcopii intended for 
nor; He is a Man of a very good Prefence, very o > 

'Zu n.^., 

i^«Engh(h/»/<r- j^Jare Ins high Birth, and are worthy of 
loperatthemoytu bears ; He is Lieutenant of a 

Man of War, and has engaged to ferve three bisTor’ 

after which he reckons to return to Spain, ®n 
tune there. He was greatly mortified to hear tha an ng / 
terloper, named Marjhal, did not quit the Road o ® ' l^^Vred it 

he had traded cont.derably with the French, till «Jitered « 
himfelf. This armed Ship did not even care to [ail away, fayi g, 
he did not fear the Spaniards ; but M. de Btenvt o ig , 

it, being unwilling to be a Speaator of a Combat, the Succefs 

of Which our Officlrs pretended would not have been favourab e 
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to the Aggreflbrs, though fuperior in Force. We fliall Toon fee 
they were millaken in the high Opinion they entertained of Mar- 
JhaL 

Notwithftanding, that fince the Departure of the Adcur^ 

. fome of the Company’s Ships had brought 
requent fQ^e Provifions to Louiftana^ they were ftill in 

tiom in oui lana. Neceflity, and Difccntent encreafed 

every Day. In Spite of the Care which M. took to 

comfort the Inhabitants, we heard Talk of nothing but Schemes 
for defcrting. Befides the Boat which we met on the Route from 
5/. Markio St* Jojeph^ all the^w^ that were atthcj5//(?;c/, with the 
Captain and the Officers at their Head, having received Orders 
to go to Nenv Orleans in a Sloop, armed on Purpofe for them, 
and which had been well provided with Provifions, inftead of 
taking the Route of the MiJJiffippiy had turned, with Colours fly- 
ing, to the Eaft, and ’twas not doubted but they had taken the 
Route to Caroluia ; becaufe, being ProteJlaniSy there w'as no 
Likelihood they Ihould go to the Spaniards (a). 

The 8th of June I difcovered a Confpiracy formed to carry off 
the Spanijh Brigantine. It was Seven o’Ciock 
at Night when I w'as privately informed of 
it, and I was afTured that before Nine the 
Scheme would be put in Execution, the Commandant of the 
Brigantine not being ufed to come on board till that Hour. 
The Confpirators were one hundred and fifty in Number ; and 
their Intention was, if their Enterprize fucceeded, to turn Pi- 
rates, I fent immediately to inform M. de Bien^ilUj who was 
at Table with Don Auguftin Spinola, who rofe immediately and 
w’enton board, and the Major of the^/7<3;c7' had Orders to begin 
his Round directly. 

Thefe Motions made the Confpirators apprehend that their 
Defign was difeovered ; and the Major faw only four or five 
Men met together, who difappeared as foon as they faw him, and 
he could not take any of them, fo that they thought I had 
given a falfe Alarm. But bcfides that, for fevcral Days follow- 
ing, we heard of nothing but of Soldiers and Inhabitants who 
had difappeared : Some of thefe Deferters being retaken, con- 
fefled the Plot, of which I had given Information. 

The 1 2 th, a Chief of the TchaSlas came to tell M. de Bienville 
that the Engli/h made them great Promifes, to 
bring them over to their Interefl, and to en- 
gage them to have no more Commerce wdth 
x\\o French. The Commandant, on this Occa- 
fion, gave a great Proof of the Talent he 



Engliflic//- 
dea^our io bring 
b^ver our Allies io . 
their Party. 



(a ) We have flnee heard that they went to Carolina, 
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lias of governing at his Pleafure the Minds of the Savages. He 
knew fo well how to flatter this Chief, that with iome Prefents 
of little Confequence, he fent him away very well difpofed to 
continue firm in our Alliance. This Nation would give us a 
great deal of Trouble if they fliould declare againft us ; the 
Chicachas^ the Natchcxy and the 1 ajous^ would loon join with 
them, and there would be no longer any Safety in navigating 
the Mijfiffippi'y even if thefe four Nations ihould not draw 
in all the reft, which very probably would be the Cafe. 

About the End of the Month, an Inhabitant of the Illhiois^ 
who had been to trade on the Mijfouriy arrived at the Biloxiy and 
reported that he, and one or two more French, having travelled 
as far as the Oaotatasy who in 1719 defeated the Spaniards, I 
mentioned before, they were well received by them, and that 
for the Goods they carried them, they have received feven or 
eight hundred Livres in Silver, partly in Coin and partly in 
Bars ; that fome of thefe Savages had accompanied them to the 
nihiois, and afliired M. de Boijbriant that the Spaniards, from 
whom they took this Silver, got it from a Mine a little Diftance 
from the Place where they met them, and that they have offered 
to carry the French thither, which Offer this Commandant had 
accepted. Time will Ihew if thefe Savages have fpoken with 
more Sincerity than fo many others, who for along Time have 
fought to draw the French to them by the Allurement of Mines, 
none of which have been yet found real ( a). 

The 2 2d I embarked in the Bellona, which failed the 30th. 

^ . The 2d of July we reckoned that we bore 

D^arture fro?n Penfacole,^ from whence 

the Biloxi. chofe to take our Longitude, becaufe 

that of the Mouth of the MiJJiJJippi is not yet afeertained. 
From that Time to the 20th nothing remarkable happened. 
We.had then the Sun exadly over our Heads, and in our Voyage 
from the Martyrs to the Biloxi, we had borne the greateft: Heats 
of the Solftice, without being able to defend ourfelves from 
them in any Manner, no more than from the Dews, whicl\ fell 
plentifully every Night. Yet, would your believe it. Madam, 
we fuffered lefs from the Heat at that Seafon, than in the Month 
of April before our Shipwreck ? 

Yet nothing is more certain, and I remembered then that I 
, had been feveral Times much furprifed to 

Obfer^ations on People, who were born under the torrid 
the Heat, Zone, complain of the great Heats of France. 

We were in the fame Cafe in the Month of April, we had the 

(a ) We Imre heard n© more of this Mine fmcc that Time. 
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fame Heats that we feel in France, and evert in Italy in the 
Month of July. In the Month of July, during the Dog Days, 
we were under the Zone, and the Heat was much greater, but^, 
it was more fupportable. This Difference did not proceed from 
the Winds ; we had the fame, and we had always fome in both 
Seafons. Neither was it only from our being more ufed to 
them, for we were not fubjeft to thofe continual Sweats j which 
had fo much troubled us in the Month of JpriL 

We muft therefore feek for another Reafon, and this is what 
occurs t© my Mind. In the Spring, the Air is Hill full of Va- 
pours, which the Winter raifes. Thefe Vapours, when the 
Sun approaches them, are diredly inflamed, and this is what 
caufed thofe heavy Heats, and thofe plentiful Sweats^ which 
overpowered us in the Month of April: We were almofl: always in 
Balneo Maria. In the Month of July, thefe Vapours were dif- 
perfed, and tho* the Sun w'as much nearer us, the leaft Wind 
fufficed to refrefti us, by blunting the Power of its Rays al- 
mofl: perpendicular over our Heads. Now in France the Sun 
never thoroughly difperfes the Vapours, as it does between the 
^Tropics; at leaf! they are here much lefs grofs ; and this ij# 
%^’hat produces, not the Difference of the Heat, but the different 
Senfation of the Heat* 

The 20th, we difcovered the Land of Cuba, which three 
We ififrrmer- bcforc we had made in feven 

ihe Land of Cu- occafioned this Delay; 

1 ne hrlt is, that we cannot depend on our 
. Obfervations when the Sun is fo near, be- 

caufe Its Rays form no fenfible Angle (a). For this Caufe, 
when we have the leaft Sufpicion of the Land’s being near, we 
dare make no Sail in the Night. The fecond is, that the Cap- 
tain of the Belloha wanted to go to the Ha^annah, and as he 
judged that the Currents bore to the Eaft, he made the Weft 
ias much as he thought neceflary, not to mifs his Mark. 

However^ he was very nigh pafllng before the Ha^vannah with- 
out knowing it. They came and told me very early in the 
Morning that they faw Land ; I afked how it appeared, and on 
the Anlwef they made, I aflured them it was Cape Sel. They 
laughed at. me, and the two Officers of the Adour, who were 
with us, wxre the firft to maintain that I was miftaken. I went 
upon Deck, and perftfted in my Opinion, contrary to that of 
the whole Ship ; Our Pilots affirming that we were flxty Leagues 
more to the Weft. AtSun-fet I difcovered the Table of Marianne, 
butiv/asftill alone in my Opinion: However, we had the Wind 

(it) This Defeat of Davit i Quadrant is remedied by Had/^'s, 
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igainft us> and all Night we only made Tacks to and frOm the 

^^Th'e next Day at Noon ' we were Sight of the two 

T -fc wHch were the Subiea of our Difpute, when upon 
Sng nearer the Shore, we perceived Hannah before 
Srwh^ich greatly pleafed the Captain, who had a large Parcel 
f tLt he expefted to difpofe of to the Spaniards iot a 

^eS ProVt I was & concerned for hjs Intereft ; but if 
hid beerfurther out at Sea, and the Wind had not been agamft 
urall Night, the Error and Obftinacy of our Pilots and our 
Officers would have cod us dear. The Wind was fair to en- 
ter the Hamannah, and at five in the Afternoon we were but a 
League oft’: then we fired two Guns, one to Ihew our Flag, 
theither, after we had twifted the Flag round the StalF, as a 

J^^nalof Diftrefs, to require a Pilot from the Port 

Nothing appeared, and it was refolyed to fend^ the Ca^ 
noe to aflc Leave to come in ; but as it \yas already late, it 
Was put -off till next Day, and all the Night we pajed m 
jnakiL Tacks. The 23d an Officer of the Bellona emb^ked 
To to to afk the Governor’s Confent for us to water in his Port, 
andtobuyProvifions, becaufe they could not give us a fuf- 
ficient Supply at the Biloxi. This was but a Pretence, but I did 

not know it, and the Captain having defired me to accompany 

his officer, I thought it not proper to refule him. 

IV Entrance of the Port of the Havannah looks towards the 
North Weft and by Weft ; On the Left, at 
De/cripfion of Entrance, we fee a Fort built upon a 

'the Port of the Rock, at the Foot of which we muft pafs 1 

Havannah. They* call it the Moro Fort. It is folidly 

built and has three good Batteries of Brafs Cannon, one above 
£ o.h” 0 . 1 R®igb...hm b . R..g. of Bte wh.cl. 

appeared to be newly fini(hed> or i 4 

tfa^e in this Place is but five or fix hundred Paces and 

they fhut it up by an Iron Chain, which may flop a Ship long 
enough to be beat to Pieces by the Guns, before it can break 

***The Paffage widens a little afterwards up to the Town, that 
ii rl/l for three or four hundred Paces. The Channel turn 
froni thence to the Left a g^d Way beyond the Ci^ 
is on the Riffht. — > This is all I can lay of it, having 

“..“boenooffo-bor. I ool, bo.w ^ tbe C..y «»p.o. 

the Head of a Peninfula, and j'l Lm wlll whh 

Which is its whole Length, is enclofed by a good Wall, with 
Baftions. It’s Afpea is very agreeable and open, as ^oon as 
we have palTed the Moro Cajile. 1 he Streets are we > 

theQua/largeand well kept, the Houfes well built for^V 
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moft Part ; There are a good Number of Churches, and which 
appear tolerably fine ; but I never went into any of tliem : In a 
Word, a City which contains twenty thoufand Souls does not 
make a greater Appearance; but the Havannahy as I have been 
told, has not near lo many. 

Upon my landing I met feveral of the Sailors of the Adoury 
The Fate of the well of the Long-Boat as of the Canoe. 

Interloper Mar- where 

we were wrecked, they were five Days get- 
ting to this Port, and almoil always in the 
greatefl Danger of being lofc. I liad no Time to enquire by 
what Means the fecond came here. But the Serjeant, who en- 
tered our Canoe at the Foot of the More, to conduft us, took 
Care to (hew us the Brigantine of the Interloper Marjhal, whom 
I mentioned at the Beginning of my Letter. It was moored 
near a Boat fo fmall, that it could with Difficulty carry fif- 
teen or twenty Men, which notwithllanding had taken this Bri- 
gantine by boarding her. We muft allow that the Privateers of 
Cuba and the neighbouring Iflands are brave : Our Flihufliers 
have lear;it them to fight; but confidering the Difpropor- 
tion of the Force, and the Valour and the Guns of the Enfuihy 
they mud have been taken by Surprife. 

1 he Governor of the Ha^annah received us coldly, and after 
having heard us, he told us he (hould have 
been very glad if he could have granted our 
Requeft; but the King his Mafter had tied 
up his Hands on this Article, and that he 
. was above all exprefly forbid to receive any 

Veflel coming from Louijiana, He added that there were fe- 
veral Places on the fame Coaft where we might dop without 
any Danger, and where they would fupply us with all the Re- 
frefliments we wanted. We were forced to be contented with 
^is Anfwer, and after having paid my Compliments to the 
Reetor of the College which we have in this City, I re-em- 
barked. 

The next Day, the twenty-fourth, at fix in the Morning, 
we were North and South of the Loaf of Matanxay and at 
naif an Hour after eleven off Rio de Ciroca, where there is a 
Spanijh Habitation. But as the Captain was refolved to try if 
he could not fucceed better at Matanza than he had at the Ha- 
•vannahy and that he had dill feven Leagues thither, he took 
^eRefolution to ply off and on all Night; and the 25th at 
Day. break we found ourfelves at the Entrance of the Bay, which 
IS two Leagues wide. 



The Go‘ver?ior of 
the Havannah re- 
fifes Lea've to en- 
ter his Port. 



(*) Free Negroes and MuUttoes of the French Iflands. 
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To enter it we muft at firft double a Point, which does not 
advance far into the Sea, then make the 
Tieferipion of fg,. ^ League ; then we difeover on the 

iht Bay of Ma- Right Hand another Point, behind which i» 
tanza. jhe^” Fort, and a large Quarter of a League 

farther the Town of Matanza, between two Rivers, which walk 
its Walls on both Sides. About ten in the Morning, they fent 
a Canoe thither with an Officer, who did not find the Com- 
mandant of the Fort there.. He declared our pretended Ne- 
ceffity to the Deputy, but this Officer told him he could not 
take upon himfelf to grant the Permiffion we required ; that all 
he could do for our Service was to fend a Courier to t\itHa’van- 
Wo, to know the Intentions of the Governor ot that City, who 
was his General ; that if this would content us, we might in 
the mean Time anchor on the other Side of the Point, where 

we Ihould be lafer. ^ 

This Anfwar, and the Declaration, which our Pilots then 
thought fit to make, that they would not anfwer for bringing 
the Sliip into the Bay of Matanza, becaufe they were not fufh- 
ciently acouainted with it, determined the C^aptain at laft to 
continue his Route with his whole Packet of Merchandize, for 
the Sake of which he had made us lofe at leaf! fifteen Days of 
precious Time. The next Day, at fix in the Morning, we had 
Itill behind us in Sight the Loaf of Matanza, from which we 
reckoned ourfelves diftant between twelve and fifteen Leagues; 
and the 27th at five in the Morning we difeovered from the 
Maft-Head the Land of Florida. 

At this Sight we fieered North North Eaft ; two Hours after 
, , we changed our Courfe, to take a little more 

Pajfage thrcifgh got again into the 

the Channel of Route, and we found ourfelves in the true 
Current, which goes to the Channel of Ba- 
hama, for we went as fwift as an Arrow. We faw at this In- 
llant the Adour, which Ihewed fiill an End of a Mail out of 
Water, but the Hulk was almoll covered, and wc found that 
fhe was far from being wrecked over-againft the mofi: northern 
of the Martyr Iflands, as fome Perfons believed ; for Ihe was 
over-againft us at half paft ten, and at half an Hour paft oncL 
the laft of thefe Iflands was ftill to the North. 

About three o’Clock we difeovered a Breaker from the Round- 
Top, clofe by which we were going to pafs, and farther on a 
Shoal, which ran out a great Way. This Shoal was probably 
the End of the Martyrs, and to ftiun it, we fteered all the reft 
of the Day towards the South and the Eaft, the Current carry- 
ino- us always to the North, and towards Night we made the 
* ^ North 
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^he Route ^we 
ptujitake to go from 
the Channel Ba- 
hama to St. Do- 
?ningo. 



North Eaft. The 28th at Noon, the Pilot judged that we were 
at the Entrance of the Channel, in twenty-five Degrees thirty 
Minutes, at half pad feven o’Clock at Night he was afraid of 
being too near the Land, and fleered South South Eafl till Mid- 
night with a good Wind. At Midnight he took again his Route, 
and the 29th we faw no more Land. At Evening we thoiight 
ourfelves out of the Channel, but for greater Security we conti- 
nued to make the North North Eaft till ten o’clock. 

J[n all the reft of our Voyage to Cape St. Franpisy we had al- 
moft always little Wind, and fometimes 
Calms, From Time to Time there arofe 
Storms : The Sky and the Sea were all on 
Fire ; and the Ship leaning to one Side, 
went like the Wind : But this never lafted 
long, and a Quarter of an Hour’s Rain 
cleared the Sky, and fmoothed the Waves of the Sea, which re- 
sembled thofe Perfons of a gentle and calm Difpofition, who 
have fometimes pretty warm Fits of Pafllon, but who are foon 
pacified, I believe that what contributes to calm the Sea fo 
ibon, after thefe violent Agitations, are the Currents. They are 

Reality very perceiveable in thefe Parts : On the other Hand, 
they vary continually, which difconcerts all the Skill of the PL 
lots. 

When we are out of the Channel of Bahamay the dired Route 
to goto St. Domingo would be the South Eaft. But the Winds 
which blow almoft always from the Eaftward do not p(^rmit us 
to take it, and we muft go by a Parabolic Line to the Height of 
Bermudasy which it would be proper to difcover if pofiible; to 
ibe afi'ured of the Longitude. For Want of this Knowledge, we 
are fometimes obliged to go to the Great Bank of Nenvfound- 
hndy before we can be fure of being enough to the Eaft of all 
thofe Shoals, which lie to the North and to the Eaft of St. Do- 



mingo. 



Yet they have not always gone fo far about to go from the 
nu nu 1 r Gulf of Mexico to this Ifland. In the firft 

anne of Difcovery of the new World, 

4Ja ama. having followed the North Coaft of 

Cuhay up to the Point of Ithacay which is the Eaft End of it, 
fourteen Leagues from Matanzay they turned to the Right, and 
leaving on the Left all the Lucaxe Iflands, amongft which is 
Bahapia. This is what they call the Old Channel of Bahama. 
Jt has Water enough for the largeft Ships, but there are fo many 
Sands in it, that at prefent none but fmall Veffels dare venture 
iftto it^ 
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After we were come to the Height of thirty Degrees, thirty- 
Mijiake of the Minutes, our Pilots judged Aemfeives 
• J . J- . enough to the Eaft, to be m no Danger on. 

making the South, of running on any of the 
Shoals I mentioned. So they confidently run 
a few Days we made a great deal of Way, 
failing on a Sea always fine, and carried by the Trade Winds. 
The 27th of Augutl, at eight in the Mornifig, the Sailor, whb 
was upon the Watch on the Round-Top, cried out Land, which 
caufcd a great deal of Joy, but it was of Ihort Continuance j 
for the Sailor coining down, they alked him if the Land was 
• high, and he replied that it was very low, fo of Confequenceit 
could only be one of the Caiquisy or the T urk IJlands, 

We were alio very fortunate in having difcovered them by 
Day, for we had infallibly been wrecked if we had come upon 
them in the Night, and no Perfon had efcaped, becaufe thefe 
lilands have no Strands, and the greateft Part of them are bor- 
dered with Shoals, which advance far into the Sea, and which 
arc divided by little Channels ; where there is not Water enough 
for Boats. On the other Hand they are very low, and we cannot 
perceive them at Night, till we are upon them. 

But we were not fafe becaufe we had difcovered the ’Danger : 
Diffculties -u-^ appeared to be a pretty 

^ere under on dif- P''®"/ 

• T i Places ; this made us judge, that it was the 

* * grand Caiqtiey of Confequence, that we were 

forty or fifty Leagues too much to the Weft. To gain our pro- 
per Longitude, we muft have gone up again to the North above 
two or three hundred Leagues, which would certainly have taken 
up five or fix Weeks Navigation, and we had fcarce Water and. 
Provifions enough to ferve us for fifteen Days, with gVeat Oeco- 
nomy. The Captain was greatly embarraffed ; he faw the Fadlts 
of his Pilots, and might Wame himfelf for having depended too 
much upon them, for not having taken Obfervations himfelf above 
two or three Times, and for having always preferred the Reckon- 
ing of the fecond Pilot, a very prefumptuous and blundering 
young Fellow, to that of the firft, who was more experienced and 
Ikilful, and who had never approved their Manoeuvre. 
Neverthelefs they were obliged to take fome Refolution im- 
cr/ V n mediately : A Guft of Wind from the North, 
7 7^1 w (hould have furprized us, and thrown 

^ us on thefe low Coafts, would infallibly hav^ 

deftroyed us. But as they could take no Refolution which had 
not its Inconveniency, the Captain would have the Advice 
of every Body. Some were for making the beft Way to Cardlinciy 
where we might arrive in ten or twelve Days, and buy Provi- 

C c c • fions. 
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fions. This Advice was rejefted, and thev followed another, 
which was extremely hazardous, and which appeared to me to 
proceed only from Defpair, this was to coaft the grand Caigue 
as near as we could till we came to the Opening ; is to/axy 
to the Separation of all thefe Shoals from the Lucaye IJlands. 

All the VefTels pafs this Way, which come from 5/. Doihingoy 
to return to Francey and then there is nothing to fear, becaufc 
they can take their Time to get out, and this PalTage being open 
to the North Weft, we are almoft fure of having favourable 
Weather to come out. But to enter it on the Side where we were, 
we muft depend on the North Eaft, and "tis a great Hazard to 
find this Wind the Moment it is wanted. Therefore no Body 
that we know, has ever yet attempted this Paftage. In ftiort they 
rcfolved to run all Hazards, and they approached the Grand 
Caique, 



At two in the Afternoon we were but a good Cannon-Shot from 
Description of perhaps the firft, who without 

the rWCaique. ?nindifpenfableNec^.ty ventured to vifit 
It fo near in a Skip. The Coaft of it is ne- 
verthelefs very fafe, elevated, as it appeared to me, about 
feven or eight Feet, fometimes a little more, but it is perpendi- 
cular, and without any Strand. Its Soil has not at all the Ap- 
pearance of being barren. Geographers place it direftly under 
the Tropic, which we could not verify, becaufe the Weather 
was cloudy ; but I think it a little more to the South, for there 
is not certainly three Degrees Difference between this Ifland and 
Cape F ran^ois . 

We coafted the grand Caique till four in the Afternoon, having 

UnexpeaedSuc the Currents for us. Then 

tejs of our Attempt, go to the Mali Head, to 

^ oblerve what we had before us, and he foon 
came down and told us that he had feen the End of, the Ifland ; 
but that beyond it he faw ftill low Lands, divided by Channels 
in which the Waters appeared all white. Upon this Informa- 
tion, we judged proper to change our Courfe, and we fleered 
North North Eaft. At Midnight we made the South South 
Eaft, and it looked as if the Wind turned as we would have it ; 
but it was very weak, and the Currents carried us with fo much 
Violence to the Weft, that at Day-break the low Lands and the 
Sands, which the Evening before were fo far a Head of us, were 
almoft as much behind ; and the PafTage which we fought began 
to open itfelf. 6 6 

This was the deciflve Moment of our Fate, and what gave us 
good Hopes, was that the Wind inclined by Degrees to the North- 
Eaft. At eleven o’Clock we made the South Eaft and by South, 
leon after the South Eaft : But the Currents carried us fo much 



T 
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out that our true Courfewas fcarcely South At Noon we could 
make no Obfervation, and the Weft Point Cat que bore North 
& by North Eaftof us. In (hort, in an Hour’s Time we had 
the Lffaee, and I cannot better exprefs to you what appeared on 

Si our Countenances, as we advanced by Degrees 9?®^^ 

ino- than by comparing it to what happens to thofe Animals 
that have been put in the Receiver of the Air P“mp, which ap- 
r u/hen thev have pumped out almoft all the Air, and to 

Skf'w ^ *"‘1 

’®We did'L due yet to Setter ou-relvet that we Ihoold be 
able to gain Cape Franfois, which was to Windward of us, but 
we YizAPort de Paix, or at leaR which we could not 

mifs : and after the extreme Danger we had lately pafled, any 
was good, fo we could find a Port. At Midnight we had a vio- 
lent ^Guft of Wind, but of little Duration, and the next Day, 
at nine in the Morning, we difcovered the Land of S/. 
but without diftinguiihing vyhat Part all the Day, becaufe it 
was foggy. A Ship, which by its Way of working we J^d^d 
to be aspirate, employed us a good Part of the Afternoon : We 
prepared in Earneft to engage her, or rather to defend ourfelves, 
if they ftiould attack us, for we would not have changed a Sail 

At laft we "difcovered that it was only a fmall Veffel of one 
^ hundred and fifty Tons at moft, and which 
Arri^dl at Cape probably had been more frighted than we. 
Fran 9 ois. judged by her Manoeuvre that fhe came 

out of Cape Francois, and Ihe appeared deep loaded. All Ni^ght 
we made Tacks to the North Eaft, varying a little, vs^ich 
brought us higher up in our Latitude ; and when it was Day, 
we difcovered with a great deal of Joy that we were to Wind- 
ward of Cape Francois. We faw it plain, were almoft at it, 
but had fo little Wind, that we could n^ot enter it till the firft 
of September, at four in the Afternoon. Since that Time I have 
not liad a Moment to myfelf to entertain you about this Coun- 
try, and my Letter is called for to carry it to a Sbip which is 

reidy to fail for Nantte. I propofe ” 

Days for Haure de Grace, from whence I lhall have the Honour 

to write to you once again. ^ 
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LETTER XXXV. 



De/cription 0 / Qape Francois in St. Domingo. Return to 
France, landmg in England. 



I Was but one Day at Ha<vrSy becaufe I would not mifs the 
Coach for Rouan, and I came here to rell myfelf at my Eafe, 
after the longed and mod fatiguing Voyage 1 over made. But 
it is now over, and I am going to take Advantage for the little 
^ifure I have left, while I wait for the Coach for Paris, to 
hnifli the Account of my Adventures for thefe two Years and 
halt that I have been wandering through the World. 

Cape Frajifois of St, Domingo, fiom whence my lad Letter was 

Defcription of all Anurica, 

Cape Francois. 'vhere the French have the greated Com- 



ry wide : But this Opening is full of Sand Banlcs, between 
which we cannot fail with too much Caution. To enter it we 
mud take to the Right along a Point, where there is a Redoubt 
and fome Cruns ; but it is ^e Cudom before we engage our- 
felves in thefe narrow Pafles, where two Ships cannot go a- 
bread, to call a Pilot from the Fort; and lead the Defire of 
faying a Pidole. which we mud give him, fhould endanger the 
Lives of the whole Ship’s Company, it has been wifely order- 
ed, that, even though we fhould enter without his Aflidance, 
we fhould neverthelefs pay the Pilot. 

The Town is at the Bottom of the Bay on the Right. It is 
not confiderable, bccaufe almod all that are not Artizans, Shop- 
keepers, Soldiers, or Publicans, live in the Plain, as much at 
Ipdas the Service permits it to the Officers, Execution of Juf- 
tice to tlie Magiftrates, and the Bufinefs of Commerce to thofe 
who are concerned in it ; that is to Jay, almod all the People of a 
better Rank who are in this Place : So that to fee the Beau Monde, 
we mud go into the Country. And indeed nothing is more charm- 
ing than the Plain and the Vallies which are between the Moun- 
tains. The Houfes are not dately, but they are neat and conveni- 
cnt. The Highways are laid out by a Line, of a handfome Breadth, 
bordered with Hedges of Lemon Trees, and fometimes planted 



, Madam, 



Rouen, January 



Winch is not quite a League deep, and the Opening 6f it is ve- 



with 
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with large Trees, and from Space to Space cut by Brooks of 
clear Water, cool, and very wholefome. All the Habitations 
appear well cultivated,' and they are really very beautiful Country 
Houfes. We fee every where an Air of Plenty, which is very 
pleafing. 

This Plain is at the North Weft End of the fainous Fega- 
L Dt • r which is fo much fpoken of in the Spa- 

Of the riain of Hiftories of' St, Domingo^ which they af- 
ihe Cape. Leagues long ; and which, as 

the famous Biftiop e/e Chiappe, Bartholomew de las Cafas^ pretends, 
is watered by twenty-five thoufand Rivers. Great Names coft 
thd 'Spaniards nothing ; thefe pretended Rivers are for the moft 
Part only little Brooks, the Number of which are really incre- 
dible, and which would make of this Royal Plain fomething 
more charming and more delightful than the Valley of fo 

boafted of by the Greeh, if it was not under the torrid Zone. 
There are alft) feme Parts of it where the Air is very wholefome, 
and the Heat fupportable : Such is that where the Town of 
St, Jago de los Caballeros is built ; and we may fay the fame 
Thing of the Vallies which are between the Mountains, with 
which the Plain of the Cape is bordered on the South. They 
begin to be peopled, and they will foon be more fo than the 
Plain itfelf, becaufe they fee few People fick here ; and thofe 
who come hither from other Parts, recover in a ftiort Time of 
Diftempers, when all Manner of Remedies have proved inef- 
feflual. 

I vifited all the Habitations that are neareft the Town, 

. . but I had not Leifure to make many Obfer- 

Obf creations, vations. Moreover, during the Day, the 

Heat was extreme ; and in the Evening, as foon as the Sun 
was fet, the Mufketoes, and other Flies of that Kind, did not 
permit me to walk about long. Thefe little Jnfefts particu- 
larly attack new Comers, whofe Skin is tendereft, and their 
Blood frelheft. They affured me, that in the Spanijh Part of the 
Ifland they are free from this Inconvenience ; but to make 
Amends, we have no venomous Serpents, and they have many. 
They alfo obferved to me, that excepting Lettice, all Sorts of 
Garden Herbs and Roots muft be renewed every Year in this 
Ifland with Seeds from Europe, 

What I found here moft curious, were the Sugar Mills. I 
fhall fay nothing of them, becaufe Father Lab^t has deferibed 
them much better than I can. After Sugar, the greateft Riches 
of this Colony is Indigo, of which the fame Author has alfo 
treated very particularly. This Plant has an irrcconcileable Ene- 
luy, and which is much more detrimental to it than Darnel to 
eur Wheat, This is an Herb which they call MaUnommee ? 
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and which, as it grows out of the Ground, bears a Seed, which 
it fcatters every where. It grows in a Tuft ; and by its Bulk, 
and its prodigious Fruitfulnefs, it fo choaks the Indigo, that it 
kills it ; fo that when it has made the lead: Progrefs in a Field, 
it is entirely loft, and they muft plant another. * 

The Coafts of Domingo have not Plenty of Fifti • but if 

Remark on the • T “n 

Doradoes, catched, efpecially coming from Lcui/;. 

ana, many Doradoes, on which our Sailors 
pretend to have made a pretty Angular Remark, which is, that 
when they take this Filh in the Increafe of the Moon, the Flefli 
of it is firm, and of an exquifite Tafte ; whereas, if they take it 
in the Decreafe of the Moon, it is infipid, its Flefh has no 
Confluence, and is like Meat that is boiled to Rags. It is cer- 
tain, that we experienced both in the dilferent Times before- 
mentioned ; but that this happens always, and that the Moon is 
the Caufe of it, is what I will by no Means affirm. 

We departed from Cape Franfois the 25th of September inn 
Departure from Merchant Ship of Havre, named Louis de 
C^ij/Francois ^o'trbon, commanded by one of the moft fkiU 
aP‘ ful Navigators that I have known : But we 

had fcarce got to Sea, when we difeovered two Leaks in her ; fo 
that during all the P^ftage, which was ninety-two Days, t\ey 
were obliged to pump Night and Morning ; which, added to 
the Want of Provifions, though they had taken in Plenty, but 
which they never hulbanded for the firft Month, was the Caufe 
that our Captain was feveral Times on the Point of ftopping at 
the A^res, We had been ftiil more embarrafted, if we had 
gone into the Snare that was laid for us by a Captain of an 
Englijh^\i\^^ whom we met h^lf Way in our Paftao-e. 

He came out of Jamaica with a Fleet, of which he was at 
hrft,^ as he faid, the beft Sailor; but as in 
loading his Ship, he was fo imprudent 
as to leave all his Proviftons in one 
Place, it happened that by Degrees as they were confumed, the 
Veftel lofing its Equilibrium, loft by little and little the Ad- 
vantage that it had over the reft, and at laft remained a great 
Way behind the Fleet. We fell in with him in Reality alone, 
and making fo little Way, that in Comparifon of him our Ship, 
which was far from being an extraordinary Sailor, went like a 
Bird ; and he was afraid that his Provifions would entirely fail 
before he could arrive in Ejigland, He told us the Trouble he 
was in, and to explain it the better to us, he invited himfelf to 
dine on board us. . They replied that he ftiould be welcome, 
?nd qur Captain ordered fomc of our Sails to be furled to wait 
for him. 



We meet njoith 
an Englifti Ship, 
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While we were at Dinner, he turned the Difcourfe on our 
Route, and afked us whereabouts we thought ourfelves. The 
Captain fhewed his Account of the Day before, and he appear- 
ed furprifed at it. He affured us that we were two hundred 
Leagues forwarder than we reckoned, which he endeavoured to 
prove by the laft Land he had feen. This gave great Plcafure 
to the greateft Part of our People, who w'cre already very much . 
tired of fo long a Voyage, being continually obliged to contend 
with violent Winds, and a ftormy Sea, in a very crazy Ship. 
But I had fome Sufpicion that the EngltJ^ Captain faid he was 
fo far advanced, only that he might engage us to let him have 
fome of our Provifions. Our Captain, to whom I communi- 
cated my Sufpicion, told me he had the fame Thought, and 
contented himfelf with well treating his Gueft, and eluded 
his Demand. He continued to fail by his own Reckoning, 
which he found fo exadt, that he entered into the Channel the 
Day, and almofl the Hour, that a little before he faid he Ihould 
enter it. 

The 2d of December we entered the Port of Plymouth^ with- 
- . f , nt out ^tiy apparent Neceflity; but our Captain 

JrrrvalatVly- ^vithout Doubt had fome Bufmefs here. 

We found here the King’s Frigate, the 
Thetis, which a Storm had driven in here in a fhattered Con- 
dition, tho’ it was the iirft Time of her coming out of Ha^re, 
where fhe was built. She was commanded by the Chevalier 
sie Fontenay, whofe Orders were to go to the American lilands, in 
Purfuit of the Pirates, who had lately taken feveral Ships. 
As foon as he knew I was in the Port, he did me the Honour 
of a Vifit, before I could have the Convenience of going to 
pay my Refpedts to him, and he carried me on board his Ship, 
where I pafTed all the Time very agreeably that I continued 
in this Port. 

Plymouth is one of the five great Ports of England, and one of 
j) r > • ^ the fined in Europe. It is double, and be- 

ejcripUon of enter it, we mud pafs under the 

I Jymoutn. Guns of the Citadel. From thence we turn 

to the Right, to enter into the Port of the Town, which is 
the ftnalled, and from whence one mud come out of the Channel, 
and ’twas here the Thetis was moored. They turn to the Left 
to enter into the other Port, where the King of England's Ships 
are laid up, over-againd a magnificent Arfenal. This Port ex^ 
tends a great Way, and we anchored at the Entrance, becaufe the ' 
Winds which blow here are good to go farther up the Channel. 

The Town of Plymouth is not large, but its Environs, where 
I ufed to walk often, are very pleaTant. I never faw a better 
Country : The W’cather was very mild, and the Fields as green 
as in the Spring. 

On 
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On the Night of ChriJImas - Day^ after I had celebrated 

cri T • three MaiTcs, we fet fail, and all the 

The Ingenuity ^ ^ ^wo Fri- 

c/ the^vig 1 to Qf Guns had weighed Anchor two 

rirates^ Hours before us, and we foon overtook them. 
This furprifed me, becaufe we failed but poorly ourfelvcs ; but 
what furprifed me ftill more was, that to fee thefe two Ships 
imder Sail, if I had not feen them prepare for failing, I could 
never have believed they were the fame that appeared fo large 
to me in the Port ; on which they told me, that this proceeded 
from a particular Conftrudion and fetting of the Sails, which 
was done on Purpofe to draw Pirates into a Snare, which in the 
Sea Dialect makes them call thefe Ships Lubber T raps. In Fad;, 
as they fay, the Pirates on feeing them, judging of them by their 
Appearance, take them for Merchant Ships, and purfue them 
as a certain Prey. But when they are fo near as not to be able 
to cfeape, they find fomebody to talk to, and are caught in the 
Snare, without being able to make any Refiftance : Therefore 
the Englijhy above all Nations, are moll feared by Pirates, and 
are the worfl ufed by them when they fall into their Hands. 
The Night following we went through one of the mod terri- 
^ ^ ble Storms that had been feen for a long 

nt^a a a- Channel. The next Day, tho* 

vre e lace. Wind was almod quite fallen, the Sea 

was in an Agitation enorugh to terrify the bolded ; we ftiipped 
feme Seas which put us in great Danger : One efpecially over- 
flowed the great Cabin as I w’as beginning to fay Mafs, and 
hindered me from proceeding ; fo that when we entered Manure 
iie Grace about Noon, every Body alked us how we could hold 
out in a Storm that was felt even in the Port. 

•But they would have been more furprifed at our Efcape, when 
two Days after, our Ship being drawn afhore, they might have 
feen it drop to Pieces with Rottennefs. This was the fird News 
that I heard on my Arrival here. Judge, Madam, how greatly 
our Lives were expofed in fuch a Ship in a Voyage of eighteen 
hundred Leagues, and in a Seafon when the Sea is always in a 
Fury ; and what Thanks we ought to return to GOD, not only 
for having delivered us from fuch an imminent Danger, but 
alfo for having concealed from us the Knowledge of it, which 
alone was fufHcient t© have killed us a thoufand Times over 
with Fear. 

I arTiy S:q, 



FINIS, 



